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PART III. 
AURUNGZEBE’s 


OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 



PREFACE, 


Mr. ORME,‘w!th whofe elegant works relative to India the - 
publick are well acquainted,' has, in his Hiftorical Fragments of 
the Mogul Empire, inferted the following note : 

" We are not without hopes, that fome of the many in 
" India, who have the means, will fupply the portions of in- 
formation which are deficient, and muft, otherwife, always 
“ continue out of our reach. The knowledge is well worth 
“ the enquiry 5 for, bcfides tha_ energy of the charadters which 
" arife within this period, there are no ilates or powers on 
“ the continent of India, with whom our nation have any 
" conneflion of concern, who do not owe the origin of their 
" prefent condition to the reign of 'Aurungzebe, or to its 
“ influence on the reigns' of his fuccelTors.” 

The perufal of Mr. Okme’s works, when in India, firil 
excited iny curiofity to obtain that information, the want of 
which he regrets ; and for this purpofe I procured every manu- 
feript likely to 1 afford any anecdotes of AtiitiiNGZEBE and his 
fucceflbrs. Of the Tranfadlions of his reign, efpecially his Oper- 
VoL. II, B ^ ations 




PREFACE. 


ations ia DekLsn. by fir the roofi important, (imlefi vre ex- 
pept his \\ars with his brother?, and the dcpofil of his fither, 
which ha\c been publifhed by, colonel Dow, in his third vplume 
of the Hiflory of Hmdooflan,) I ha^e not met with a better 
account than the following It is a free tranflation of a Jour- 
nal kept by a BonacU officer, who attended Dulput Roy, the 
chief of his tnbe, in all Auhonczebe's campaigns, which 
prefented to me by the Raja of ‘Dutteab, a great grandlbn of 
Dulput Roy, when 1 aSed as Pcrlum interpreter to a detachment 
linJet colonel Popiiam, in the Gfaoed country. 

• A pTncjuI rf, acconJ nj (o the impenal dmfion of th* empire, forming 
part ef the Agn proMn*e. Thu raja u tio« inbutary to the Mhaiaim, a* 
well at lU tb" other BondcU chtef^ whofe country i$ <}*nommated, m our maps, 
Bundeleund. 



AURUNGZEBE’s ‘ 


OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN, 


Having in the preceding volume, ^as far as authorities’ could be 
obtained, brought the hiftoiy of Dekkan to the decline of her two 
laft monarchies of Golconda and Beejapore, in which the gradual 
encroachments of the Mogul or Dhely emperors are mentioned as 
far down as the clofe of the reign of Shaw Jehaun, we come next to 
the operations of Aurungzebe, his fon. He caufed their final diflb- 
lution 1 but, by adding to the extent of his dominions in Dekkan,' 
deftroyed a balance of power, the want of which enabled the ftates, 
who role on the rums of his conqnefts, in lets than a centuy to be 
the chief agents in rendering the empire of Hmdooltan, to the 
faitidy of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty. It will be recolleft- 
cd, that Aurungzebe was governor of,Dekkan, on the part of his 
father Shaw Jehaun ; and that at the clofe of the laft volume he 
Jiad juft Impofed fevere conditions on the fultan of Golconda, when 
he was drawn from his operations, by the alarmmg ftate of affans 
at the court of his father. 

At this period a new power, the celebrated Sewajee, founder 
of the Mharatta ftates, was rifing into notice j an account of whom 
begins the following pages. 

Von. II. B 2 • 


OF 
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OF the ongin of Sewajee, the founder of the prefent Mharatta 
(late m Dekkan, we have the following account Bheem Sing, or 
Sein, rana of Odipore, the firft in rank among- the Hindoo princes, 
had a fon named Baug Sing, hy a * concubme of a tribe very inferior 
to his own On the death of his father, Baug Sing finding hirafelf 
defiled and negledled by his relations, the Seibdia Raajepootes, who, 
from the low call of his mother, regarded him only as a baftard, 
and not of their tribe, became weaiy of the indigmties fhewn him , 
and moved from Odipore to Khandelhe, where he embraced the 
fervice of a zemindar, named Raja All Mohun ^ His abihties pro- 
cured him the confidence of his patron to fiich a degree, that at his 
death he appointed him guardian toTus Ion , and Baug Smg executed 
tlie truft with honour. When the young raja became of age to 
take upoii himfelf tlie eondudb of Kr afiairs, Baug Sing, for, what 
reafon does not appear, declined his fervice, and 'retired mto Dekl 
kan, where he purchafed, a trafil of land near the prefent Mharatta 
capital of Poonah, and fettled upon it as zemindar. In which fituation 
he died. ' 


* Baug Sing had four fons, two of whom, Malojee and Bumbojee, 
bemg of an enteiprizmg fpirit, entered into the fervice of Jadoo 
Roy, a Mharatta chief, and of diftmguifhed rank at the court of 
Bahadur Nizam Shaw. - ' - 


Malojee had two fons, Sahjee, or Sliawjee, and Shurfajec. 
‘Bumbojee had fix fons. who entered, as foldiers of fortune, into 
the fervice of a^zemindar of Beejaporc. 

—1 Malojee 


• Sjrf to be a cjipeater-s daughter This is overlooked by Ihc BhoreWi faoiiK, 
vibo m llmr ovin annals are filled only a younger braneh of Odipore Baug Smg was 
called m Dekkan, Bhofclah, of whieh term are given iwo interprelations One is 
eemplimemary, as fguifjing Ihe retror of Ins enemies, tlie oilier opprobrious, of Jus 
xnouiCTJi Jow condition, 

BtafflA”?,!!!? « drftended, and tlie head o'- the 

lilmrelili fam ly at prefent, if the elder branch is extina, as reponed. 
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^ Malojee gradually acquired rank and influence witii his patron, 
from whom he obtained a promife of his only daughter in marriage . 
for his eldeft fon Sahjee j but Jadoo Roy aftenvards, from fome dif- i 
gufr, .refufing to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs ' 
to Nizam Shaw,' who obliged the chief to confent_to the nuptials, 
which were celebrated with ‘great pomp :i and thus the Bhofelah 
family became incorporated with the Mharattas, and commonly 
clleemed as fuch in Hindooftan. 

A connedlion thus introduced upon him by force, could not be 
pleafing to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummation 
accordingly became jealous of his fon in law; and on the death of 
his father Malojee, Sahjee, by his abilities having acquired the' 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, tvas regarded 
only as. a -dangerous rival by his wife's father. An open rupture 
enfued, and Jadoo Roy^by the alfiftance of, the imperial troops then 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obliged Sahjee to quit the kingdom, 
though at the expenfe of its welfare, by introducing the enemy of liis 
fovereign. 

Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beej^ore, 
who gave him a jaghire in the Carnatic, with a command of ten 
thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fan Sewajee, afterwards fo 
celebrated in Dekkan, was bom, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 
•Mharatta ; by whom Sahjee had alreidy one fon, named Sambojee, 
who was in early youth killed in aflion againft a refraaoiy zemindar 
of Beejapore. 

Sahjee having difagreed with his wife, on account of his hatred* 
to l^er fiither, relblved on feparation; and, accordingly, font her, 
with the infant Sewajee, to whom he fhewed no affeftion, to refide 
at Poonah, of which, and the vicinity, he had obtained a grant, 

• - . under 
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under the charge of one of his officers, named Dadajee Punt,_to 
whom he alfo committed the management of the zemindarce. , , 

^ t * ' f’ t 

Sahjee now married a fecond wife, alfo a Mharatta, by whom 
he had a fon named Angojec, or Ekojee, to whom he transferred all 
his fondnefs from his former connexion. Continuing to nfe m honours 
and confequence, under the patronage of Morar Jugdeo,'dewan to 
the fultan, he became_one of the principal chieft of Beejaporc ; and 
though on the death of , the hingsHs patron was put to death by the 
queen regent, Sahjee fuffered no injury in his fortunes. 

Junjuppa Naik, poligar ofMudkuI, being at enmity tVith^Punchee 
Ragoo, zemindar of Tanjorc, invited Sahjee to his affiftancej^and 
in conjunflion they defeated the raja, who* was fiain in the adlion, 
and pofTcfled themfelvte of the capital and all his dominions; The 
alhes quarrelling on the divifion of the plunder and the fum to be 
paid to Sahjee for his feirices, he attacked Junjuppa, flew him in 
battle, 'and thus obtained an.eafy conqueft of the zeraindarees of 
Tanjore and Mudkul, m which he obtained confirmation from the* 
regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fon Ekojee, whole 
pofterity lUll hold them under the navob of Arcot, or rather, the 
Britifh government, - 

Sewajee, though negledled by his father, was properly educated 
by his guardian Dadajcej and at the age of feventeen excelled in 
eveiy accompUflimcnt, MiUtaiy ferae was his firft pafljon ^ zsd tbe 
goverAment of Beejapore being now weakened by intefhne divifions'^ 
and the encroachments of the Moguls, he had foon an opportunity 
^of Cgnalizing himfelf among other rebels. Contrary to the remon- 
^ ‘flranccs of Dadajee, he raifed a banditti, and plundered the n^'gh- 
bouring diftnfts 5 which conduft in his charge fo affefted the old 
man, that he poifoned himfelf from vexation, and to avoid the im- 
putation of affifting in his defigns. Sewajee now took poflefEon of 

, the 
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tlic jagWre, faifed more troops, ifuccefsfiilly levied contributions on 
feveral zemindaifej'and much extended the limits lof his territoriesr 
Sahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindaree 
of Tanjore, conniyedvat his ‘exccfles, and made over ito him the 
revenues of Popnah. ' ' i > ■" ' ' ' 

, r ' • ‘ ' '>. * ! ' ! 

‘ At this crilis Aurungzebe, governor o'f the imperial territories in 
Dekkan, was meditating the overthrow of hb brother Data Shekkoh, 
who was the favourite of their father, the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 
now in a dangerous' ilate of health. For this purpofe he waSipre- 
paring an army to march to Agra ; and, obferving the enterprizing 
gfenhis of SewajeeJ fent him an invitation to his fervice. Sewajee 
pretending to he ftruck with horror, (for his own condufl: proves itS 
hypocrily) at thd rebellion of a Ibn’agpinft a' lather, received the 
prince's mefleh'ger with' indignity, 'drove him from his prefence, and 
ordered the 'letter 'he had brought to be tied to the tail of a dog. 
Aurangzebe for the prefent ftifled his refentment, but never could 
forgive Sewajee’s infolencej and Hence may be datfed his tedious 
war in Dekkan, and finally the rum of ’the Mogul empire by the 
Mharattas."' ‘ ‘ ' ' 

f '' J » I J } * 

Aurungzebe, 6n his moving from Dekkan, committed the Pi 
government of it to his fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, ^ 
under the tutelage of an experienced general,^ 'with orders to aft only 
On the defenfive till 'he iliould have decided his^pretenlions to the 
imperial throne. ' ' ' j i * v' „ 

1 - ' f f ^ f 

Aurungzebe having left Dekkan,' Sewajee refblved to turn ilie 
inaftivity of the imperial troops, and the weaknefs of the Golconda 
and Beejapore princes, to the utmofl advantage. He took the Brong 
fortrefs of Ralree, or Raujeghur, which he fixed upon as the feat of 
his government i and fuccefiivel^ captured Porundeh, ’Jagneh, and 
other places, with confiderable diftrifts dependant on Beejapore. 

The 
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' The regency of Beejapore, being 'alarmed at his encroachments, 
fent him threats mingled with offers of pardon; but he regarded ner- 
ther, and’cohtinued his rehelhon. Having by treachery put to death 
the zemindar of Jaowlee, he poffeffed himfelf of an immenfe treafure 
and that diftrift. He next plundered the rich manufaduring city of 
Kallcan ; took Maduiy and Purdhaunghu'r ; at which laft he found a 
valuable buried treafure. Rajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
• an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, next fell into his hands. ' 


' The Beejapore government having in vain defired Sahjcci (who 
difclaimed all connb£tion with him, and 'pretended that he had dif- 
carded him as a r^ation,) to reprefs the excefles of his fon, at length 
^ fent againft liim aVonfiderablc army, under a general named Ab- 
doolla Khan, ' \ y - '■ ■'1 


’ • Sewajee with ’artfeS policy now wrote to the general, imjploring 
pardon for his crimes, and bvxting him to come and receive his fub- 
miflion. Abdoolla advanced without oppofition near the refidence of 
• the rebel, and it was agreed tlJat he Ihould repair to a tent, with ten 
followers, where Sewajee would meet him with only five attendants. 
They met accordingly, wlietitHe treacherous zemindar ftabbed Ab- 
doolla in embracing him, Uporf^a fignal given, the Mharattas, rufii- 
ing from an ambufeade, attacked the unfufpcaing army of Beejapore, 

' which, deprived of their chief Vas quickly defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by ttijis vidlory became mafler of all 
Kokun, the zemindars of which flocked to acknowledge his authority, 
to fave their poffeffions. The ftrong fortrefc of Sittarra^and other 
places alfo opened their gates to receive him, - - . 

^ ' A new army was fent from Beejapore under Afzul Khan, fon of 
^ the murdered general, but irithout fuccefs; Sewajee, even without 
' hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting olF 
. their fupplies: and after this the Beejapore government, divided 
' internally 
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internally>"and apprehending' attacks from the armies of Aurungzehe, 
who had now obtained polTeffion of the throne; made no effort againft 
him. In the courfe onlyrof three years, Sewajfee became a power- 
iiil prince, his authority 'being'acknowlcdged over almoil the whole 
coaft of Malabar. . i. i ^ f- t i j 

! ' i 1 

To relate here the ftniggles for the throne between Aurungzehe 
and his 'unfortunate brothers, Dara, Shefckoh, fnltan Shujah, and 
Moraud Buldh, with the depofal of their father, the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun, would interrupt too much the objedt of this work,, the 
History op Dekkan. Of thefe events, by fuch as wifli to 
perufe,them, * an excellent account may he foen in the Travels of 
JBermer, pubhflied in Lord Oxford’s-, CoUe&ion of Voyages^, It 
agrees .with the native hiftones of Hindooftan in eveiy|fa£i:, _and 
abounds with ‘juft obfervations of his own. Benner refided with 
Danufhmund Khan, a nobleman of high rank and o&ce, m the fer- 
vice of Aurungzehe, during the events hejelates. Suffice it today 
here, that Aurungzebe afcended thet throne the title ofAulum- 

geer, in the year ro68 of the Mahuminedan atra. rFrom this period, A. D. 1657. 
jthe memorable events of hist whole reign are noticed, but the affiurs 
of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work. ~ , 

“ ^ ^ 1 ' ’ ■> >1 J ' L 3 ' I j 

Of the pfbceeduigs of the imperialifts in Dekkan,' during thefe A H io6g. 
events, no notice istakbnirtthe hiftoiy of Aulurogeer. oltusproba- A. D. 1658. 
ble, .they adled merely on the defcnfive Sultan MahummudMaa- 
,zim Was tlus year recalled by his father, and the ameer al amra, 

Shaifteh Khan, appointed foutnhdar oft Dekfcan,! -nntb orders to flop , 
theprogrefs ofSewajee. , , i 1 ' , 3 ij , 

' r , 

i Theameeral amra, after- fbme flay at Aurungabad,. marched to A. H 1070. 
reduce Jagneh, a flrong fortrefs in^pofleffion of Sewajee ,..wh!ch he A.D 1659. 
took, and proceeded to Foonah, where he foxed his refodence 1 while 
VoL. n. C his 

i • • 

^ * There is one alfo in the third volume of Dow’s luflory of Hindoofiaoj nearly the 
fame as Bcmicr’s. 
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his troops under' Naumdaur Khan laid wafte the county of the 
rebel, who, though unequal- to icopc With the imperlalifts in the 
field, haraffed therni frequently by, night attacks and cutting off 
their fupphes; fo that their conqueft of fevcral forts was but of 
httle ufe to the progreis of their 'arms. * ^ t 

A.H. 1072. Sewajee ftill continued to refift in Dekkan, and this year fignal- 
A. D. 1661. jzed himfelf by a remarkable exploit at Poonah, where the ameer al 
amra yet-re/Jded, Having byiis Ipies learned that the navob and 
his troops were lulled into carclcfs fccunty, he. one night, with a 
felcil band of tried followers, after a forced march of forty miles, 
entered the, city, and palling without alarm to the palace, minedfhis 
paflage into the women’s apartments, with fifteen of his companions. 
The ameer al amra, awakened by the Doifc, Harted up, and received 
two wounds as he ran to call for help into an outer room f . but his 
fon Abou Futteh was flain, ^nd fome female fervants with him, be7 
fore he could procure affiftance. -At length, the guards arriving, 
Sewajee made his cfcape by the way he had entered, without lofing 
a man. The ameer^al amra attnbuting this furprjze to the con- 
, nivance of JelTwunt Sing, his*fecond in command, was fearful of 

remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurungafaadj from 
whence he \vas recalled fbon after to court, and the pnnee Mahum- 
mud IVfeuzim again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he 
• held for two years. During thefe, no memorable event occurs In 
hiHoiy, and at the end of this period Ae prince was ordered to court. 

A, H. 107s. . iMu-za Raja Jeyfing, who was fent governor of Dekkan on the 
A. D. 1664. recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began opera- 
tions agamft Sewajee, who had extended his ufurpations over great 
part of the Beejapore territories on the coatl of Malabar, and carried 
his predatory incutfions as far as Surat, which he plundered of im- 
tnenfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire". ' 


Mirza 
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'^'•'■Mirza''Raj!ij with his fecond'in-rcommahd,' Dilleer Kiiani'iafter 
. having- 'fuccefsfully 'fep'ulfed'the a'riniesiof-Sewajee'. 'aridilaid wafte 
his'cbuhtryi 'fa't 'down "before: Poonadher,'a' ftrong.-fdrtrefs,-fwhich 
the' Mharaftai- regirding aS'impregnablepihad chbfen-for the afyluni 
bPthS women "and treafurbs’o'f hinifelf and all his principal followers. 
*rhe imperialifts, -by a' refolute alTaolt,' having; made tHem(elves 
mSers of a redoubt, fituatedon’ah’emiherice which cbmmarided the 
• fort,-- ^waje'e 'was' reduced to 'the laft 'extremity.' ’ In" this’exigence, 
lie , took 'the ' relblutioh of throwing hiihfelf bn the haercy 'of ' his 
enemy. ':T6 ih'e'fufprize of the befiegers,he,'with a few attendants 
Unarmed, appeared fuddenly at one of "the bu'tpbfls, 'and demanded 
tb'be cdhdufted td&'general. ■ The Mirza Raja feht his'own Ion, 
-Ke'erut Sihg,' to' 'accompany him tb his prefence; ivith all the cufto- 
'ihaiy honours'. due to' his rank. ' .-The. whole' camp 'prefled m'crowds 
to' fee" 'this'celebra'te'd hero, ’'and the Mirza Raja ha'ving c'ome as far as 
'the door of his 'feht' to ' meet 'him, after embfafingi) enquired the 
occafiqn of has thuf 'putting hiihfelf info his power;-, 

' Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the luin'bf^tho'ufands, 
and cHm'es thus accumulated 'bh'.both parties 'j that he was' at len^ 
Tehfible h'ddr heinbus .it was in'him,..the''meanefl of Haves; to rebel 
a^irift fte orders of the king of kin^, 'and. that Ke now fajv.ihis’owh 
Intefefti 'and'th'at bf'his 'fa'niily and country;' to be in fuhmiflion'imd 
'pbedience tb.the emperor. '. That, regarding the’Mifza;Raja as his' 
fath'eri h'e'had thus of his own; accord' fled tbhis 'prefehce;';that'he 
might, through his paternal, mediation and intercellion, ' obtain for- 
■'givehefs|and;.p^do'n'fbr, the crimes’ h'e’'‘had, been ■^'iity''6fj-' and 
.prpcur&'fromrhis majefty fome.h6rio'brable''cbmm'ahd;'' as 'that againfl: 

or any other equally ’^important j that in cafe the Maha- 
raja would liy . the hand of paternal proteflibn on his head; he' would 
iitune^afely make 'ah offerihg"of; twenty fdur 'of iis'fortsr ' with the 
countries dependant,.'' .j-'; i' "i 
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"'The Waharaj^ looking on this 'ocxurrcnce 'as a gifttjf the^ivine 
faleffing, inftantly exdiange^ with him the adoption of father and 
fon, ordered the march of vitSory (o be beat, and informing Dilleer 
Kh&n-ofSewajee’s fabmiffion,'fdcfired him toceafe hoftilities.^ 'TJlp 
K.han wasat firft offended diat any capitulation had been made without 
his confultatiQi), and lent fot aofwer, ^diat as muffulfnauns had been 
hilled dunng the fiege, and a breach was effedted, alfo a difpofition 
made for the afiault, he would not content to a peace untiU the fort 
dhodld be -taken The Mirza JUja the -next morning, m order to 
mollify the Khan’s difpleafure, (ent 5 eivajefe with his fijn Keerut 
'Sing to vifit him , which compliment had the ddired effect, and he 
Withdrew his troops ffom the batteries Sewujee the fame day fiir- 
rendcred Poonadher to the imperial generals, and gave up the keys 
of twenty four other forts to the^Mirza Raja, who appointed kella- 
daars to each, and fent off a petitioiT m favour of Sewa^ce to jthe 
fublime court, ^ i t i i j ' ; c 

» lb i j 1 T ^ 7 r 

A Htio75. Orders had before this been iffued to the Mirza Raja, that he 
A. D. 1665. fhould immediately upon the redu^on of Poonadher po^fs himfelf 
of Bcejapore, Sewajee alfb, after the imperial troops had taken 
pofleffion of the places he had, given up, and the difpatch of his 
petition to the prefence, ^repreftnted to the raja^ that it was ufelefs 
to temam inaftive with fuch a fine army until the arrival of an 
anfwcr, that, if he approved, he would join him to befiege Beeja- 
pore, the fall of ivhich would be a proof of his good fervices m the 
eyes of his majefty. The raja accordingly havipg, befides the 
(Curtomary nnperial donations, diftnbuted from his own treafuiya 
corore of rupees among the amras and troops, began his mojeh with 
an army of fifty fix thoufand horfe and foot, Syed Elias, from 
Bcejapore, advanced to meet him, with an -army of eighty thoufand 
^ men, and a defperatc engagement occurred , , in which the Beejapore 
pncral being killed by a mufquet bullet, by Soopkerrun Bondela, 
• ns army was defeated, and the unperial troops purfued the fugitives 

fo 
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to within, 'five cofs of the 'city: but Ibon after lhis a great frarcity 
of provifions 'prevailed in tlie camp," as the enemy had laid waftc tlie 
(Jountcy found, and it i was impodihle to' carry fupplies for aeon, 
ftancy. for fo large a forxa:, fo that it became daily ' mote difficult 
to 'remain or hdVance. ’ ' 

At this timc’alfo, anfwers arrived from court, and his majeAy’a 
orders w*e, iflued, tint Sewajee (hould receive a' hek of rupees from' 
the treafury of Dekltan, and proceed to tlie imperial prefence. Fat- 
teh-Jung Khan, who was efcorting treafure from Aurilngabad to the 
Mirza Raja's camp, was attacked by a 'large body of tlie enemy 
bettveen Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but 
Was flsdn ,in tlie aaion, and the treafure and baggage fell into the 
enemy's hands. The Mirza Raja having given aflurances of pro- 
teftion to tiie nobib'ty of Jlecjapore, many chiefs came over to him, 
whom he grafified with prefents and honoure in the emperor’s name. 
Having given Sewajee permilfion to retire fo regulate his country, 
previous to his going to the prefence, and fent M'ith him Kallean 
Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from 
Nagpana, and cantoned 'for the rainy feafon at the 'refervoir of 
KikerooUa, twelve cofs from Porundeh. 

Sewajee having vifited his country, began his journey to the 
imperial court. When "he arrived at Aurangabad, be was attended 
by five hundred 'noble ho'rfe, elegantly caparifoned, and about the 
fame number of feleft and well accoutred infantry. The Whole city 
came out of curiofity to meet him. SufF Shekun IChan, an ameer 
of three "thoufand' and deputy governor, regarding Sewajee Only in 
the light of a Mharatta zemindar, fat himfelfi witli the publick 
officers in full aflembly, tliinking that he would pay him the firfl: 
sifit,*and Only fent his nephew to meet him without the city, and 
conduct him to his palace. But this affronted Sewajee, who turned 
ofFdiredlly to the Mirza Raja’s palaces end upon being told that * 

the 
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the governor expeaed him m full aflembly/afLea angrily, Wlio is 
SufFShekun lOian? what office docs he hold here? and why has he 
not come out to meet me? Then, having diTmified the nephew and 
his tram, he alighted at the palace In the evening, SuffShekun 
Khan and the pubhck officers came in ftate to vifit him, and he 
received them at the foot of the carpets, and entered iamiharly into 
converlation The next day Sewajec returned the vilit The 
deputy governor and other officers each entertained him, Uccording 
to their ability * He flayed at Aurungabad till he had received the 
bounty ordered from the treafury, and then proceeded on his journey 
to court, where he arrived in fafety. 

I Seuajee, when introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet 
with the honours he cxpeAed Being placed among the amras of 
five thoufand, he afleed, to what rank''the ftation was affigned? and 
being told, it was that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah, 
wept, and fainted away. Orders were given to carry him into the 
court of the bathing apartments, where they fanned and Iprmkled 
him With rofe* water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour 
and magnificence of the imperial court , but none were acquainted 
ivifh hiS real diforder When he came to himfolf he begged to be 
earned to the place appointed for his refidence , where being ar- 
rived, he began to talk m a frantic manner, and pretended mad- 
nefs, often crying out, “ Now foch a criminal as I am have put 
•»* myfclf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put 
“ me to death?” 

Thefe mad effufions were related to his majefly, who ordered 
that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, fiiould take care of himi 
Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee’s own requeft, it was repre- 
fented to the emperor, that as he now had come to the prefence, he 
defired that his attendants, who were ufed to Hekkan, and did not 
chufc to hve out of it, might have leave to return to their homes 

His 
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His Inajeftyi regarded this requeftas highly favourable to ikeeping 
him St court without trouble, and permitted all his followers, except 
his fon Sainbah and a few of the principal perfons, to return to 
Dekkan. >, t , 1, ' ‘ 1 

5 !) ' ‘ / I 1 ‘ ,J I _ ‘ • 1, b * V * 

ol" Before tlus,t Sewajee had made it a cuftom, eveiy Thurfday to 
diftribute among the poor, who croudedin great numbers to his gate 
on this oecafion, great quantities of paftry and fweetmeats, which 
were brought in large balkets, each of which required three pr four 
men to beardt s >and thefe, when emptied,, were carried out agmn to 
the confedtioner’s. Ram Smg had requelled that his people might 
be recalled; and the guards of Poland Khan, the city cutwal, were 
then ordered to^keep the watch over him. iSewajee by his generofity 
fo gained I upon! his keepers, that they were, contented with, feeing 
jiun every morning,, and evening; after the laft of which ,vifits, he 
conftantly retired to deep, on pretence of illnefs. When evety thing 
.wasifipe ,for his intended plan, Sewajee, one Thurfday evening, 
having acquainted his confidants of, his defign, , ordered , a' Have to 
take his place on the bed, and leaving, the ^cullomary attendants in 
the room, emptied thej fweetmeats, and putting his fon into one of 
the balkets, ,laid himfelf in another,’ in which they were carried out 
of the houfe. When he had got clear of the city, he mounted his 
fon upon a fony horfe, /and led, the bridle hunfelf.on foot on the 
Mutterah road.’ ,True it is, that “ the wife man does that without 
" noife, which a vail army cannot effeil.” In the morning, the 
guards noffeeing him prefent himfelf as was cullomary, Vvere alarmed, 
and gave intelhgence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber, 
awaked the Have who occupied' the place of Sewajee. .-He faid, 
that he had been ordered to lie on his bed,., which he had done lince 
evening, but could give no farther account. The cutwal .carried the 
flave*and fevei^ other perlbns bound to his majelly ; who ordered a 
Rridl fearcK to ’be made, and proclamations to be ifliied in every 
dillrift of the .empire, defcribing Sewajee, and ordering him to be 
, feized. 
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feized, but all in vain, Terbcut Roj^, the fupcrintendant of &e 
Ipies, was di/graced for not having given information of the llrata-* 
gem; and Ram Sing, who had requefted the rccaU of his people 
from the guard over Sewajee, was fufpefted of a connivance, and 
. baniOied the court. The Mirza Raja was ordered to leave Defckan, 
as fbon as relieved by the prince Mahummnd Mauzim and the 
Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing. 

' ' Sewajee having arrived at Mutterah,'rfhaved his beard, mufta- 
chios, and Iong''fide locks, to dif^ife himfelf. Committing Ins ion 
to the charge of a bramin, who lay under many obligations to him, 
with a’promife of great rewards if he fliould conduit him in fafety 
to'Dekkan. He for the prefcnt gave -him fome jewels and gold 
mhors for his expenfes. < He then travelled as a pilgnm_from Mut- 
terah, by the route of Aleabad and Benaras to Gciar j from whence, 
after meeting two officers whom he had fent on before, he travelled, 
accompanied by them, to Cuttac. v Here, -being much fatigued, he 
^ventured to buy a forry horfej’but, not having filver. ready to pay 
'for it, unguardedly opened a purfe- of gold. Thfr‘‘news of his 
cfcape having reached this city, the owner of the horfe#? who was 
'fiifpicious at feeing a perfbn in the drefs of a beggar with fb much 
money, faid, ** 5urcly you niuft be Sewajee in difgmfe, as you offer 
** fvich’a fum fora fotry horfe.” ‘Sewajee made no reply, but gave 
him the^ purfe, and departed with all poffible fpeed to Jaggernaufj 
from whence, after performing the cuflomary worfhip, he travelled 
I through Hyderabad to His own coautry . The bramm of Mutterab, 
.putting a^girVs drefs on Sewajec’s fon, then' a-boy with long fine 
hair, and taking his wife in company, called him his daughter, and 
brought him in fafety into Defckan to his father; who rewarded 
him fo generoufly, that he was ever after independant of the world,' 

■■ ‘ ■■ - ' t • 

‘ Mirza Raja having fent Dilleer Khan to colleft the tributes 

^ of the zemindars of Chandna and Deogur. retired to pafs the rains 

at 
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at Aurangabad, until the arrival oflthe prince to relieve him in’ the 
government ; and about this time the emperor difapproved of fevetal 
promotions he had made of the Defcfcan amras, who had come 
. over to the imperial fervice by his invitation from Beejapore, the 
efcape of Sewajee having rendered hiis loyalty fufpefled by 'Aurung- 
zebe." ~ I' ' 

The prince Maliummud Manzim and Maharajat Jeffwunt Sing A.H. ) 
advancing near, the pubTick ’ofiicers of Dekkan weht to meet the A.D.i 
prince as far as 'the pafs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to 
Bullumreh, where he was honoured with an audience. On their 
arrival' at Aurangabad, fame tkiys pafled in entertainments; when 
the Mirza Raja, having taken leave, departed for court, Jmt died 
on the road, foon after his arrival i at Boorahanpore, and left a world 
in forrow for his lols. There itever was a prince among the Raajei 
pootes equal to him in accomplifliments. In pleafing manners, he 
was unparalleled; in valour, fecond to no one; and Jiislgeneiblity 
remind^ men of ‘ Hatim Tai. jje was completely learned an Hin- 
dooeb, and underftood the Turkilh, Perfic, and Arabic! languages, 

" He will never wholly die, who leaves behind him a good name." 

When the raja was declared paft recovery,' Deeraaje', his moontheo 
and manager of affairs, apprehending his dellmaion from the'Raaje'J 
pootes, to fave himfelf from their jcaloufy took refuge with Daood 
Khan Koreilhee, foubahdar of Boorahanpore, and 'became a mufliil- 
maun. On this account the Jlaajepooles were ftrongly fulpicious 
that he had poifoned the raja, and his fon Kcefut. Sing'wiflied 
much to force him from Daood Khan to put him to a dilgraceful 
drath; but not finding an opportunity; after the. funeral ntes of 
his father, continued his journey to court. . 

' emperor recalling Ram Sing/ eldeft fOn of the Mirza Raja,' 
who had been forbidden the court lince.Sewaiee’s efcape, diftin- 
VoL-U- ; D' ■ -guiilied 


* A celebrated Arabian chief. 
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guilhed him by' the title’of'raja.'and' put' Irnn'in'^irspon'Ofhb 
father’s -temtoHe's. ‘ j,..- - p/ 

• Se^ajefe.' immediately upon his 'airival ih'Kokun,’ afluiiied i6^\ 
titles and ftnxclc corns/' detached diiferenf bodies to''invade the' royal 
tefiitoiies/ plundered the feapott of Surat/ thc^pe^iinnalf of Karf 
inja,‘ and took moft of the^ forts ‘.which- he -had :delivered up at his 
'late ‘fubmiffion.' ■ Some ofthe ‘^vemore died- in defericeTof tiieir 
co mm ands, and every, day news was brought . to the ■ prince ‘ of the 
lofs of 'one ' place :or other. ' •‘Sew'ajee attacking the fort of Maolee, 
wluch was much in want offupplies; and every 'hopeofaffift^'ce to 
it cut off; iWs' informed hy the governor, 'Muhiiower Dafs/tKat.'he 
and. his gafrifon were' •Raajepootes,- who would fa'crifice dicif ^ves 
'nian by man,-' rather.'ihan'-^ve iip^the' place.- ‘ Se\vajee. was’.'re- 
folved'^co perfift j arid one night five, hunted ofHis'b’eft'trobps;’ well 
acquainted .with' the private ‘paths', 'marched fuddehly "to 'the 'fort;' 
and'fix6dladdcH: to' the 'walls, by '"which they ’afeehd^j but the' 
^rrifori; ! who were' • upon=‘ the^watch -.‘day ’'and 'night; were* rwdy ; to' 
receive. fhenii'brid '^put'a* grwt 'numbeK to the fword ; ’ upon which 
the fell rclinquifhed-'the*attack;':^Scvyajcei' upon this- failurci' raifed 
the'<fiegei .■and:'attackcd:pu 2 buk :f^ah,' the tanhada’r’of ■ Kallean* 
Bebmrah.'kwhoiT' with many of faisTollowe'rs; after a' gallant 'refiB-' 
ance," attained the honour 'of mart^dom; "and - the furvivors fled 'in' 
a -wretched condition to . AuningaKad • but'’'Murinowcr Da'fs kept 
pofleflion of.the fdrtj^and.fent expreft accounts of -the fltuatibn of 
a^jrs.'to thc.princc.i-.7'.-~fj.-l ?r ' ..li' ’ i 

-X ■ DaMdiBcgiKhari Koreifhee was fent to his affiftance,:wlth'fup:; 
plies for. the garrifons ; ■ and after -■relieving Munnowert Dais, - and 
throwing .in . fome fmall.quantics, of provifions ■ to ' diflerent 'forts; 
retreated.-:: Sew3jee;agam attacked Maolee,: rind' carried it - by ‘ an 
affault; in- which the new govcmor,'Aliverdi-KKari;was-flrim;- Soon 
nfter tl^, -he pollelled lumfelfof all the newly ceded garrifbns/'as 
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ajfo of the, Art ,of Aoont, tvhich had lo^g been m *e imperial 
pofleffion. DiUeer Khan, having coUcaed a confiderable tribute 
from Chandna and Deogur, was ordered to carry the treafure to 
Aurangabad, where he had the honour of an audience from the 
prince. As Raow Kerranj the zemindar of Bihkaneer, an ameer 
of fwo Aoufand^ and fome time kelladaar of Do\vlutabad, had 
lately been very negleilful in Ae imperial affairs, and his A conduft 
had reached the ears of his,majefty, his fon, who had quarrelled 
wiA his faAer, Aought this a proper time for revenge, and ob- 
tained the grant of the zemindaree of Bikkaneer for hunfelf. Raow 
Kerrun upon this, grew daily more and more negleftful , and being 
at this period detached with Ddleer Khan, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as his revenue was flopped, he, for want of money, 
made a praftice of robbing jin the camp with his Raajepootes at 
night, and had the audacily to plunder fome villages on Ae march. 
biUeeij Khan^having proofs of this, and AeaAng that, ifhisinlb- 
lence was ,uruioticed, he might proceed to excelTes which would 
alfo endanger his fame, wrote complaining letters of him to court, 
which were ^anfwered by orders to put him to death, or confine 
him, if he harboured farther evil intentions. The vaqueel of Raow 
Bhaow Sing ArrA, having obtained intelligence of this order at 
court, wrote it immediately to his mafter at the camp of Ddleer 
Khan. ^ , 

f The,mormng after Ae receipt of Ae order, Ddleer Khan, under 
pretence of going to hunt, palTcd near Ae tents-ofi Raow Xerrun, 
to whom he fent word that much game w as furrounded in Ae tods, 
and invited him to come and Aare m Ae amufement."’The Raow, 
equally carelels of every thing, and unmindful of Ae deceit in- 
tended, quickly mopnted his elephant, and came out attended by a 
few Raajepootes to Ae Khan, when luckdy Ar lum, Raow BhaoW 
Sing, who had heard of As going, rode up quickly wiA As fol- 1 
lowers, and,, by drawing As friend from among Ae Khan’s troops, 

, 1 D a faved 
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•fived hls l!fe;,;'Di]Ieer-Khari 'W-dcfeated-in his defigri, and rbfc 
on:towardsiAurungabad, -where -the two raows alfb arrived iorhc 
'hours.aftcf him.'- ' ■ ’ ' *'* j , V^. *1,-' ^ 

U‘-':.The manners ofDilleer Khan’ not being agre^ble to the-prmce- 
or'Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing/ they 'dctadied 'hirn^ibr thc panifbment' 
of the 'enemy towards Zuffirdlwd'Bieder, and the- 'raoivs/ agreeably 
tO'the prineds orders, 'remained at 'Aurungabad/“'j 

A. H. 1078, ‘ -■ -Sewajee now entertaining'defi^s -of -fub'duing'the' countries dfir 
A,D. 1667. pendant dn-'Beejapdre-; and :want5ng to lupply' hls;'^rrifons Ayith 
provifions,'’ which ‘he couId-hofcalUy, do while invaded/ wdte t6 
the Maharaja; that had not! the emperor flighted his fefyices, he' 
had intended -to' offer 'them agMhft'CandahaO'"that *he had” made hiS 
cfcape: only through; fcar'of his -.Ufe,' but ’now, *(his' pat?ort/the 
MirzafiRaja-,-' being dead) ’ if,‘ by 'his -interVeflion,' ‘ Jemvun)' ’Smg 
could'p^ocurc;a^•^fdo^ tor}^''late'ofrehcesJ •he''.wou]d fend’his fqn 
Sflntah to' the prince,- ihaf-he 'might ’be'pro/h’dt^^^^ to*a inunfuft; and 
fer've wKereVer thetc was'oecafibn’.;/ He - wrote alfo‘ in this "hiinible. 
mafihcr.to the- prince 5 who;*'^rwel):'as the -Maharajah, 'applied to 
cour/in his ^faVour,"- and '-their Tcqiiefls met with, the rbyd.cdma 
pliaiicc. -.J'i'-'.i-:- '' 1 

Sewajee upon this, 'difpatched his Ton Suntah to Aurangabad, 
under, the. care of';Fertaub';Sing;''a. principal chief, - efcorted by* a 
thouland 'hortc';;",arid,';after~ari'.audiehce'.of ‘ the 'princeV-.'he -ivis 
honburcd b> thc.nmniubof fivb Chotifand, a prefent of ah elephant- 
arid arms let -with -;jewcls, as al/b a jaghire iri' fhe.'province of Berar,' 
to.wH^.he detached one :half 'of ...his' force, and ■Jcept-'the.'bth’ei* 
attendant cm. his perfon.'l f After - fome tirhe/‘SeSvajee'’requefle^ 'l^t 
his Ton might be fent home,- as he'‘WaS then a child; -prbmtfihg that 
he ftould.be difpatch^ ,to courtr'whefi'of age to" aft in ‘-the royal 
feryicc. This, was- complied with/ ahd'.a patty 'of the ‘Maharaja's 

* troops 
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6'aoi)S'ef(;ortcd'’'Hml"t6''Ks;fath&] 'wJiae''Peftaub-SWg-fem'ained ’it- 
the' firinde’S.totirt.'''- Sufieh'KllSn'-Bukh/hi of'Pekkart laid ttfore his ■ 
ftijefty a lifl; bfthd 'munfubdaiirs created by the ;ameer-al,amra,--ttd - 
MaarajkhV'i'nd'&e MIrzaiRaja’ Jey Siiig. • Many were diiplaced; but 
fo'meideignM io accept of irifcnbr' rahksj' arid dthe'fs wdre reftqred.'at 
th'e'fequefl: oT''the ‘'jiririce; ' 'rhe‘--'reft 'wtiit over • to’-the 'ferVice ' of- 
Setvajeei'SvKb gladly' received them.' >■ 

When intelligence of-tliis defertion reached Aurungzebe, and it- 
appeared that SufFefi Khan ' had much opprefled :the munfubdaufs of 
Dekkan/' a'mong'-'whdm nvefe'&me 6!d-.Tefvahts of the tlirone; he 
was much 'difpleafed; and 'this'noblemah' was ordered to the. prefence.’^ 
He had' alfd confifeated. the- receipts! -df ibme-parts 'of-Suhtah’s'jag-' 
hire.-v'M ■ 4'’paym'ent ' bf the dack-hfrupees -Sevvdjee ihad received- frbm . 
ffie-treafuiy'bh'.h/s' going to court.- -Tiiis-circumftahcd heingriiade 
known to'.'Sewajec, ' who 'had -'how' conquered ’much' of :the ' Beeja- 
pore country, - and amply fupplied';all his forts' wuth'pfovifions.'.'h'e. 
Recalled -Pertaub Sing fromiAurungabad, who.left' itdmmediately,- 
and’the'bthef-partibf his force : in ^thejaghires plundered tlie diftriite,- 
and -went off in fpite' of a force which.'-was' fent in -purfoit, but could 

■not overtaketh'em.-'/a 1 .-.-t 

'Sewajee, during : this 'f nice, punlQi'ed a 'whole, tribe with' death,' 
'riho Jhad ! rebelled' againft'his ftthef-Sahjee in sMudkul,: and - de-' 
Uv'ered hini'up '"tdfth'e'-refehtment-'of, the ;Beejapore':governmenti- 
. bj-'-wHch'-he -was condemned to bc.buried'alive 'for-Withhblding -the 
revenues 3of- Tanjbrei'''but'lfaved at the'-'interceinbn’ipf "Rundowlah 
Khan/^thc mihiller lof -iAli ' Add Shaw.-;- iSahjee, -penetrated- with 
gratitude' for, this' fervice, - being ifet: at' liberty I'an'd Teinllatedj in ..his 
empl6ynientSj‘vifited'Jiisybn'."'SeVvajee,Hnbtwithi[hinding;hiS;remon'‘ 
ftrances,’ ran' te'n''m'Ues on; foot .by the lidel'df; his 'palanquin'; -und 
bn his alighting- at-his palace .ieatedJiim on ,tiie -mufhud ; ^-tvlidoltw 
himfeif took 'his; flippers, .and -flood .among .the menial; attendants. 
'"I'-o-z - ■ . . , ■ ■ Sahjee 
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Sahjce ipent two months with lus fon and firft %vifc, m mutual 
interchanges of affcdlion Semjee on this occafion obtained the 
defen ed applaufc of all mankind, for his conduft to a parent, who 
had hitherto, from his birth, /hewn him no marks of affcdion, but 
rather treated -Jum as an alien of the family. Sahjee, after this 
vifit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, in reducing the refrac- 
tory zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore , at which place he died, by a 
fall from his horfe in hunting A fplendid maufoleum was created 
to his memory. r » j 

( 

Sewajee obbged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Golconda the fum of four, lacks of pago- 
das He had mow formed a confiderable Beet, with which he 
infefted the coafts, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
Siddees, who aited as admirals of the few (hips of Aurungzebe, to 
prote£t the trade of Surat and the coalls, for which they enjoyed 
large penfions. f i , j i 

^ ! 

About this time a favourite eunuch belonging to Ah Add Shaw 
of Beejapore, being difgufted at his fovereign, came over to the 
prince at Aurangabad Add Shaw wrote repeated requefrs that he 
fhould be fent back, agreeing, m cafe of compliance, to give up 
the fort of Shohpore, and make a “valuable offering. The pfince 
fending intelligence of this to court, his majefty ordered that Geaus 
ad Dien Khan (hould go to Beejapore, to determine and collctft the 
offering, and Eenlch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho- 
lapore, after wbch the eunuch fhould be fent back. This ms 
accordingly done. This year the prince's mother came to Dekkan 
on a; Vifit to her fon, by the emperor’s orders, to advifc him to 
continue firm m his allegiance, fome fufpicions haying anfen that 
he meditated independance. 


Dillcer 
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j' * Dilleer Khan',’ who had marched againftithe Mharattas, pur- A. H.l 
diied them as fir as Ba’tterree, when an' order of recall arrived, A.D. i 
^commanding him ‘to repair to ^Aurangabad; but on account of his 
"difigreement with the Maharaja, hcAvasfipprencnflve for his fifety, 
and delayed. ' This being reprefinted ' in . a heinous light, he-\vas 
accufed of rebellion to the emperor, who 'difpatche’d Iftikhar Khan, 
by'poft ftages, to enquire into' the caufe ‘of his not' vifiting.the 
jprince ; and.if, on examination, it lliould appear-to be rebellion, to 
bring him ’by force, and aft as circumftances - might require, eveh to 
the putting him to death, if judged neceflary. Multuffut Khan, 
brother 'to Iftikhar Khan.t incited' by ifiiendihip to Dilleer Khan, 

■wrote him advice .to be wary how he lliould .vifit the prince; which 
encreafed tlie apprchenfions he had before entertained of treachery. 

' << s' ' 

' Iftikhar Kharf being arrived at Aurangabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, that his refufal'tO’vilit the -prince having been reprefenled to 
the emperor, he was difpatched exprefi to enquire the caufe ; .there- 
fore, it would be proper that he Ihould march nearer, to the city, 
in order to give him' an Opportunity of examination. . Dilleer Khan 
having encamped within three cofs of Aurangabad, was vifited by 
Iftikhar JUian, who gave, him much encouragement and alTuranccs 
of fifety. -Dilleer Khan in reply told him he apprehended treachery; 
upon which the other took an oath that there was. none' intended'; 

. when the, Khan' Ihowed him his (brother’s 1 letter, which being 
original, -left him (Without doubt )of the Maharaja’s deceit.' It was 
now. judged advifeable that Dilleer Khan, under pretence of illnefi, 

Ihould Continue his operations without vifiting the prince. - He ac- 
cordingly moved with his troops in fcarch of the enemy, and Iftikhar 
fent the account of his brother’s, inibrmation.to court. . The prince 
and.Maharajafnow .wrote, that Dilleer Khan hadtdrawn his -heads 
from the, collar of obedience ; and extending .the hand of rapine 
wherever he went, his Afghauns plundered the country. This news 
was put mto all the papers of Dekkan; and Dilleer Khan, not 

■ . thinking 
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thinking-.it fafe' to' remain, marched with intentions ’ to -proceed to 
cOurt’j upon 'which the prince ivrote again to the. prefencei that he 
was^going with evil defighs,' and a iirmaun came not to permit liim ; 
when the’ prince began to levy troops to oppofe his 'paflage. - ■ ^ ‘ ’ 

A. H. logo, ; The pririce’having'collctRed ’about fixtythou/ahd hor/c,'ih the 

A,D.i66g. Jieight of the 'rains inarched from' ‘Aurangabad -to pimifh DUIecr- 
Kliahj-'who; airhislpeople included, had not more than five thou^ 
fand.'‘ 'Jrhe prince' alfo indud^_Scwajee to join him by promifes of 
favour, ‘-and encamped about fifteen coft from 'Boorahanpbre, and 
three frdni the ferry of Hanuefc, over the river Taptee, intending to 
crofs and proceed .to' the city of which Daood Kitan was foubahddr,' 

. Orders were Cent to procure boats for the pafiage of the arniy, • 

when’ Daood Khan reprefented; tHaf-Dilleer. Khan ’was then Cxty 
cofs diftant,,and had riot arifTedthe’riwr that to procure'bozts a£ 
fo'fhdrt a warning was. impoffibic,- but that’in the' time ’.which mufl 
be, expended, "if the' prince waited* for' them, he might- effectually 
Snilh'-the expedition: -The prince rcplied, that he did nbt cKulb’ 
to march fuch a diftance’-through bad roads 'j- bcfidcs, 'if'Diireer 
Khan ' Ihould ’ crofs- the' river before • him; the trouble would *bV 
thrown away j' he; therefore thoiight.it-beft- to -proce^iwiA" tHri- 
army to' Bdoralianpore; 'and,-by waiting there," to ^cfieChially' block 
up' the .road, • ' Daood Khan ’ fufpeCUng, from' this' deterriunatioh,' 
that a' rebellion was -on foot, -and Tiaving- informed Raow^Bhaow 
Sir.g-of JjK'conJoSt^/agrred'wIA'f^,- that iff’ the' pniice (hould- 
attempt tocrols the rivc^ they' would 6i)pore him; 'i'The prince and- 
Maharaje Jemvunt Sing perceiving Diood KhinV alarms,' attempted' 
to lure him to ari interview,' with'defign to make'him'aJprifoner-' 
but he, being experienced, did 'riot throw hunfelf into their' fnareA 
Ddleer Khart reprefented to 'the pferencei' that 'the'prinCe'and Maha^ 
raja, entertammg rebemous' -defigis.'had 'falfely 'accufed hhii of dif-' 

a t^ion, merely to have a pretehce for leyymg troops; 'upon which 

. the 
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die ;emperor: ordered.!' Kokultdfli’ 'Bahadur -Khan, foubahdar 'of 
■ Guzarat, to. 'proceed ,with;Kdottub'ad,Dien .Klian.and the troops 
tinder-him, to .Oogein, . beyond which he fltould not allow tlte prince 
toipsfs-' -A’fecond order. foon after arriyed-forhim to'take'Dilleer- 
IChan ;with' him; when-, he -returned, to Guzarat. ' Meer; HoufTeinee 
tyas ,fent'£i-om“_th,e prefence widi two.firmauns j the firft. of vyhich 
-was (^iredted to Dilleer-Khan, ordering him to Bahadur Khan’s camp j 
and . theifecond ;to the.-prince and. Maharaja, . commanding them to 
return;^to-Aurungabad._ The imperial commands .were imniediately, 
pbeyed^jas the Maharaja; who . had tempted die prince to diHoyalty 
jsvasrafraid,, and .the prince did not chufe, to aift; with open difreijiedi: 
to his father. , . Soon after this, Setyajee a^in plundered die town of . 

Surat, , and the prince fenf, orders to Daood Khaii to intercept his 
retreat.'S .1. ..... ' . ■ , . 

.'i .’.•Daood, Khan,' having paid, his compiiments.to’.Ae.prince,-de- A.H.ioSi, 
:part.ed in piirfuit .of Sewajee, land; iboh ■had. iiitelligence, that after A.D.iAya. 
-plundering-Surat.che had:laid' w'afte .the. country, in the, vicinity .of 
_.the fprt.of ;Aurung, named.alfo .Multeheri .whichjhe was watching 
'for an_oppprtunity to. furpriz'e. , .Mellengers foon after this .brought 
intelligence' that' Sewajee, hearing.- of.the approach, of the royal 
,array,.'had.p.affed by, this , fort, .and , was, haftening: to .gain'the.pafs 
.of.Kunchenah.Munchcnah i .upoh which Dapod I'vhah ; marched imr 
.mediately for Chandour, .which lay in that road,; and .Bakee Khan, 

-who, had .been, obliged, .to.^retire;, into ’the fort, .from this totyn,.on 
..account of ..the .preffure of , the. enemy,;' came to.yifit.him. .-About 
.midnight, &e fpies,.;broVight ,w'ord,,,that;Sewajee,'.h:id,gone through 
.;.ACiPafs,,of Kunchenah Munchenah, from .whence he .had taken.the 
.road.to Goolihunabads, leaving. a , force in the. pais to protect diofe 
who had fallen in. the- rear ';frbni..,fhtigue ..and .other caufes. It was 
,'fuU moon, imd . Daood immediately marched ,in, purfuit, -with fuch 
hafte, , thaf the; little .,bag^ge‘, he had, fell behind and towards 
.morning,- it grpwing dark, part; of the troops iniftook. the road, 

'Vo'fo II.-' ' ■ " V' and 
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2nd feparated from the reft. Akhlaafs Khan, who commanded the 
advanced guard, having gained an eminence, at daylight defcried a 
body of the Mharattas; upon tvhich he ordered his people to pre- 
pare; but, before they were ready, he, from the raflinefs of youth, 
witli a frnall number, charged the enemy, who were not lefs than 
eleven thoufand horfe, but paid dear for his impatience, and was 
feverely wounded. When Daood Khan came to the height, and 
beheld the imprudence of Akhlaafs Khan, he detached a reinforce- 
ment, and haftened to a ruined village, where’ leaving the elephant 
Hags "and drum bearers, who were tired, under Ibrahim Khan 
Ponnee, with inftruflions to keep with him the rear and baggage 
as they came up, he proceeded. The advanced troops Ibon en- 
gaged with the enemy, and at firft many of the imperial officers 
Were wounded j but at length, Roy Muckrind and Bhaun Perohect 
drove them off with the cannon, and Daood Khan arrivmg, after 
taking up Akblaaft Khan from the'ground, purfued them, when a 
warm adtion enfued, in which many of the royal troops fell. The 
Mharattas, according to their cuftom, attacked on all quarters, but. 
great numbers of them being killed by the cannon Ihot, the reft fled 
in confufion. Daood Khan had not 'with him at this time more 
than a thoufand horfe; and though the enemy made a fecond 
attack towards nightfall, he condufted himfelf fo gallantly as again 
to defeat them ; after which he ordered up the baggage, and took 
propercare of the wounded officers and men. The next day, he 
marched to GooUhunabad, and fent the wounded on to Aurungabad. 
Certain news arriving of the Mharattas having retreated to Koktm, 
he halted about a month; after which he moved the camp to 
Ahmednuggur, where he received letters from his fon Hummeed 
ad Dien Khan, his deputy in the government of Boorahanpore, 
that the ivaarattas with a veiy large force meditated an attack upon 
tfe city, which he was preparing to defend, but ample and foeedy 
affilhnce was necefliuy. Daood Khan moved inftmtiy; and on 
Wing that the enemy had plundered Bahadurpore, wuhin two, 

miles 
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miles 'of tlie city, redoubled his Ipecd j but on his arrival at Fer- 
dapore' intelligence was brought , him, that tlicy had retreated to- 
wards Buggellana, upon which he altered his route to purfue. The 
enemy plundered the tov/n of Multeher, under the fort |Of ^Aurun- 
ghur, and then befieged Sultanghur, commonly named Salheer. 

I * , ; , , . 

■ Daood Khan arrived at Multeher about eight o’cloclc at night, 
after, a , forced march, but the baggage did not come up, nor allb 
a great number of the fepoys, until the next day. Here he left 
the baggage, and tlie next morning, before funrife, moved to the 
relief of Salheer ; but before he had advanced fir, hearing that it 
had been taken, he returned, and halted fome days; .after which,, 
ficuring his baggage' at the pafs of Kunchenah Munchenah, he pre- 
pared to follow the 'enemy with Ipeed, who were plundering on all 
quarters.' Meet Syed at the fort of Tippehghur in Berar, hearing 
of a body of the enemy collefted in the neighbourhood, marched 
upon thfcm in the night, and put feven hundred to the livord. At 
this time, the emperor being ‘much dilpleafed at the ill condudt 
of the Maharaja Jelfnunt Sing, in exciting enmity between the 
prince and Ddleer Khan, recalled him from Dekkan, and ordered 
him to Guzarat, fending in his room Lohraljj Mahabut Khan, fon 
of the celebrated Maliabut Khan Jehaungecree. , This ameer, after 
the deatli of his late majelly, left off beating the nobut as ufual, 
only at twelve ^o’clock at night and at daybreak he founded it a 
foort time, merely out of cool refpeift to the reigning monarch ; but 
during the time of marching, when it was not cuftomaty', from fel- 
ting out until his arrival at the ground, his elephant drums never 
coaled, and at e\eiy two miles one loud beat of the nobut was 
founded. When he alighted, a general difcharge of the artillery 
was given. This difplcafing Aurungzebc, he was recalled from the 
government of Cabul to the prefence, and Ihortly after ordered to 
command the army in Dekkan. He had three thoufind houfe- 
hold troops, his own dependants. Daood Klian being appointed 
Ea Ms 
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his fccond, svas difgufted, and requelled to be recalled. Mafiabm, 
after paying his refpefts to the prince at Aurangabad, joined the 
army at Chandour, where he was vifited by Daood Khan, wh<^ 
though an ameer of five thotJand, ™ not treated by him with 
much attention ; which cncrca/ed that nobleman s dilguft, and 
raifedit into enmity; but as the imperial affairs were in queftion, 
and dependant' on their agreement, he did not chufe to flicw it 
openly. 

" It was determined that, prior to engaging in other fcrvice,' the 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajec had reduced, fhould be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide, 
and Daood Khan on others, fo as to form a blockade. The bat- 
teries played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the 
fide of Mahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a 
fiorm, applied to Daood' Khan, who let them pafs from the fort 
through his entrenchments, and fending his own men, took poflef- 
fion of the 'place. Mahabut Khan; as this was done without his 
knowledge, was much offended, and their mutual' Jiatred greiv^to 
the grealeft pitch. The fort being properly garrifoned, the army 
marched to Ahmednuggur, and then cantoned for ^the rainy feafon 
in the pergunnah of Balneerj but Daood Khan, agreeably to his 
petition, was recalled to the prefence, 

A.H. to8a. V Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, Ipent his time 

A. D. 1671, in a continual round of fefbvity, giving no attention to publick 
affairs or the punifhmcnt of the enemy ; and the army was cor- 
rupted by his luxury and indolent example. He had brought in his 
tram to Dekkan, four hundred dancing girls, drolls, and mimics 
of Cabul and Lahore, who^were daUy rewarded by prefents and 
fevours. It at laft reached the emperoris ear, that Mahabut Khan 
was in fccrct combination with Sewajee, whom be did not pulh to 
fuch cxtreimues, nor punifli, as he had it ja his power to do. 

Upon 
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Upon this, he was recalled i to court, and Kokultafh Khan ap- 
pointed in his,ftead, who, with DiUeeriKhan.Afghaun, Koottub 
ad Dien Khan, and others, coming from Guzarat, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, immediately befieged the, fort of Sultanghur, de- 
taching for this purpofe Akhlaafs Khan. Meana, Raow Amir Sing 
Chunderaowt, with their own and other troops. Kokultalh IChan 
marched to within fix cofs of Ahmcdnuggur to meet Mahahut 
Khan, who after the interview departed for court. Intelligence 
now arrived, that the enemy had attacked Akhlaafs Khan, who, 
witlr Mohukkum -Sing, fon of Raow Amir Smg Chunderaowt, 
being badly wounded, -were taken prilbners. The raow himfelii 
with many others, fallmg in the adlion, the royal forces were de- 
feated, and all the baggage fell into, the hands of the vidlors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon, this, marched day, and night to overtake 
Ihem, but upon his arrival at Noleher in Buggellana, learned that 
dicy had fafely retreated to Kokun with all their plunder. 

1 ■ A body .of Afghauns in the fervicc of Dilleer'Khan having 
committed great irregularities, and killed a traveller, Bahadur Khan 
endeavoured to bring the murderers to puniihment, but they could 
not be apprehended, as they always, Ikreened each other; upon 
which fialiadur Khan, by way of example, to deter them for the 
future, drew out his artillery ; but .they, difregarding this, began 
to throtr rockets, when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abont fix 
hundred of the Afghauns were in an inftant laid dead on the plain. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim was [recalled from the govern- 
ment of Dekkan, and Bahadur Khan appointed -to fucceed him. 
Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, was entrufted with the 
care of the country of Buggellana. . Jadoo Terrai Dekkannee and 
Seedee Hullall Khan were difpatched to proteft GooMhunabad and 
prevent the Mharattas from entering the country on that quarter. 



so 


AURUNGZEBE’* operations IK OEKKMf. 

The prince Mahuinmud Alauzim I having ihewn great favour to7 
and having an afFedionatc regard for, hlohin Sing, fon of Know 
Kerruni on this account? he avas much" envied by the prince’s fer- 
vants, who were daily fccking ibr an opportunity to ddgrace him. 
It happened that a tame deer, bclon^g to Alahummud Shaw, the 
meer tozuk, efcaping from his keeper, ftrayed into Mohin Sing’s 
court, and was brought to him by his fervants. He, not knov^g 
wbofe it vras, and feeing it a fine animal] ordered 'it to be kept. 
The nev-t morning, ‘when Mohin Sing was fitting in the hall of 
audience with other attendants, before the prince's entrance, Ma- 
hummud Shaw came up to him, and began to cavil. Though 
Mohin Sing repeatedly afitircd him that he would return the deer 
as icon as he went ‘home, this did not iatisfyhim; and advancing 
to the feat, he exclaimed, Send for it here inffantly, -or X will 
** not let you rife.” MoW Sing, upon this, being much en- 
raged, clapping his hand to his fabre, got up quickly, and a ren- 
contre ^enfued, in which diey eachTcceived feveral wounds. At 
length, feme ' of the prince’s fervants nilhed together on Mohin *. 
Sing, who, being weak from lofs of ‘blood, leaned againft^a pillar 
of the hall, wHot armourbearcr'gavc him another \TOund on the ' 
head, and he fainted away on'' the ground j but his fervants now 
gathered round him, and prevented his receiving furdier hurt, 
Puddum Sing, his cider brother, who was fitting in another part 
of the hall, hearing of his being wounded, now ran up, and with 
one flroke of his fabre finifhed Mahummud Shaw; upon which the' 
prince'’s fervants ran'confufedly out of die balcony, xmd others threw 
themfelves headlong Into the area. Pudilum Sing flood "over the ’ 
body of Mahummud Shaw, refolvcd to kill any one who fhould 
attempt to take it away ; when a number of Raajepootes, belong- 
ing to him and his brother, entered the hall with a palanquin, into ’ 
which they put Mohin Sing, not yet dead, 'and were advanced on 
the w ay out as for as the flation of the rocket' men, when the prince ’ 
entered the hall, but, feeing all in confufion, inflantly retired, and 

ordered 
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ordered ilrift ftarch 'to be made for the mlirderer of Mohin Sing, 
but Iiis domeftics ' concealed him. Puddum Sing, fufpeiting that 
the prince might be dilpleafed and order him to be apprehended, 
refolved to die in ■ that cafe on the fpot, and ' therefore continued 
Handing, until, raja Roy Sing ,SeIbdia, an ameer of five thouland, 
came and carried him in fafcty to Mohin Sing's houft. . ’ • ■ > 


Mohin Sing breathed his laft on theiroad home, and Ids women 
burned themfelves alive with the corpfe. The * prince was much 
affeSed with grief; bdt, though he made much enquiry, never 
could find out the murderer. 

t t 1 , < ■ . • . 1 1 . « 

.Sewajee at this time, having made a peace witli the king lof 
Hyderabad,' and 'received promifes. and .afliirances to his petfeft 
fatisfiftion, went to vifit him. . Adna Pundit,' the king’s minifter, 
though a man of great policy and cunning, and a rival of Sewajee 
in intrigue, was deceived by his fuperior art. It Was ' agreed that, 
joining 'forces, Hiey fhould march againft the .Beejaportfultan, and 
divide what 'country they might conquer between them, and after- 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekkan. Their firft. operation was 
planned - againft Tanjawer, ' a aemindaree belonging to 'Angojee, 
Sewajee’s half brother," tributary to Beejaporc. i , > , 


Sewajee accorduigly, having received a great firm of money 
and large reinforcements of troops fiom Hyderabad,' marched for 
Tanjawer, and wrote to Angojee to come and meet him. Angojee, 
not dreaming of his brother's treachery, came from Tanjawer to 
Jinjee,' agreeably to his' requeft ; and they had an interview, at 
wMch Sewajee demanded ' the treafures which their father Sahjee, 
'he faid, had left to’ him. Angojee, now feeing no way for efcape 
hut by chicane, humbly /told his brother, that the' fort of Tan- 
jawer, the country, and every thing ;he had, was at his fervice; 
which declaration fatisfied Sewajee, who fuppofed he had his brother 
' < " in 
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in his power, and that he could get irom him'what he ple^e^;' but 
for once he was deceived. ' Angojee having returned to his tents, 
fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, ftr Tanjawer, 
where he arrived in twenty hours fromtjiftjcc, which is diflaiit one 
hundred and twenty miles .from that fort,/I Sewajee upon tliis 
plundered his brother’s campj and haying gotten pofleflion'of Jinjec 
by treachery, as alfo of fomc other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
Hyderabad, into which he put Jiis own gamfons, retreated, and then 
fertt back the Hyderabad - troops to their own country. ‘Bahadur 
IChan hearing of the meeting between Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories ; and liaving exadVed tlic 
payment of a large fum of money as a fine, returned to Ahmed- 
nuggtirj where he remained fome^ time, and then encamped fbf the 
rains at the great tank of ’FerrahBaug. AkliJaals Khan Meana," 
Mohukkum Sing, and others who had been wounded and taken 
prifoners at Sultanghur, being now releafed, joined die camp at 
Ahmednuggurj and having paid their refpedls to Bahadur Khan, 
were- re-eftabliflied m their di/Fercnt ranks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan- 
nee and Seedee 'HuUall, who had been fent for the protedlion of 
Goollhunabad, 'having 'been reprimanded harfhly by Bahadur Khan 
on, the Mharattas entering their neighbourhood, in refentment, 
deferted to Sewajce’s.army. 'As, the Mharattas had invaded the 
imperial territories, Bahadur Klian marched from Ahmednuggur, 
and, leaving raoft of his baggage in die fort 'of Candahar, ad- 
vanced with all fpeed in purfuit of the enemy to the fort of Ram- 
geer, where he learned that they had left that place two days 
before, after plundering the town and carrying away fome of the 
wives of the inhabitants prifoners. The khan, arriving in the 
vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and laid tvafte fonie places, at the 
infiigation^of Ddlecr Khan. Intelligence was ^brought, *that‘the 
enemy, who had been at Ramgeer, were now divided' into two 
bodies, one of which had pafled on the borders of the Hyderabad 
territories into their own country, and the other near Terk Chandeh 


%Yere 
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Vi ere plundering the imperial podefliions. Bahadur Klian difpatched 
Dilleer IChan, ICoottub ad Dien Khan, and other chiefs, after tlic 
enemy, avho had retreated homewards, and marched in purfiiit of 
the other body himfelf; fending Bakec Khan and Futtach Khan 
with the artillery and baggage to Aurungabad. He came up with 
and engaged the enemy at a pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing Bondela, and his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavalry, formed the advanced guard. The enemy flood Ann for 
fome time, till Soopkemtn Bondela charged the grand body in con- 
jundlion with the troops of Balcheram ; tj hen, after a fliort flruggle, 
they fled, and the royal array purfuing them till night, took much 
(pod and many horfes, u Inch liad been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were moflly reflored. Bahadur IChan marched the 
next day through the pafs of Antour, and the day after rcfolved to 
reach Aurungabad, uhich was (bctcen cols dtflant. A few officers, 
who had rode on before, fell in with Ibme thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfelves on an eminence till the army came up, 
phen they fled, and Soopkerrun Bondela purfued them for fome 
cofs, and killed above four hundred, taking much plunder : his (bn 
Raow Dulput was wounded. The ne.\t day Bahadur Khan arrived 
with the army at Aurungabad, and encamped fome time in tlie 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
arms on his gallant officers, and, in return for their fcrvices, re- 
commended them to his majefly for promotion to higher rank. He 
, next marched from Aurungabad to Sattcrah Batterah, tliirty cols 
diftant, tvhere he encamped. Dillcer Khan, with his detachment, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Mcrrooje m Beejapore, 
when he returned witli much plunder taken from them. As the 
Ijiharattas had for the two lafl fprjng harvefts made incurflons into 
Khandellie through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Klian caufed 
j redoubts to be ereded in each pafs, and artillery, ivitli proper 
guards, to be flationed in them. Accordingly, they were built at 
^ the following places, Ferdapore, Loondapore, Mulkap ore, Kuflb- 
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ree, Raujdehr, Lakneliwara, Dcogam, Rajorah, Dilleerporc, and 
three or four other places.^ * 

This year died Koottub al Moolk, fultan of Hyderabad j and, 
leaving behind him no male children, tvas fucceeded by ^Abou 
Houflun, who had married his eldeft daughter; a perfon of a moft 
debauched charafter ,* but, to the furprize of all, upon his acceflion 
to the throne he threw off every bad<habit, and became both an 
excellent man and prince. According to cuftom, he fent am- 
baffadors to the imperial court with proper offerings, which were 
received, and a gracious firmaun returned in anfwer. , > 

Mahabut Khan, on his arrival at court^ from Dekican, was ap- 
pointed, a fecond time to the government of Cabul; but again 
difplaccd in a fhort time after, and died on the road in’ his way 
to the prefence. He was a chief poflefied of true nobility, and a 
great encourager of brave foldiers, of whom he had always a‘ fine 
• houiehold body. He had a , reliance on the Raajepootes, in pre- 
ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns j and, when in Dek- 
kan, had about, a thoufand of the former with him, to whofc' 
charge he always trufted the guard of his haram and fleeping apart- 
ments. Bahadur Khan beftovved a munfub and other honours on 
Bccjajcc Naick, a capinil zemindar of Dekkan, who/e fbn had 
married Sewajcc’s daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry^ 
and reputation. 

H. 1083-4, ' Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were colledling in 
D. 1672-3. the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage at Chummar Koon- 
dah, and by forced marches came up with 'and gave them a fignal 
defeat, -in which Soopkerrun Bondela behaved ^vith particular gal-^ 
lantry. c He then moved to Bunagaum, twenty cofs diflant from 
Ahmednuggur, on the, banks of the Beemrah, a river feparatmg 
'the Plyderabad territories from thofe of Beejapore, and which has' 

its 
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Its fbiirce from the mountains of K.okun at a place called Bhamean 
Sunkrec, near the fort of Loeghur Here Bahadur, to perpetuate 
his memory, built a fort and eredted a magnificent palace, which 
hei called Bahadur Ghur. Dulput Roy Bondela was promoted 
to the rank of three hundred, and the fons of Bahadur Khan, 
Mirza Houfiun and Mirza Mhouffun, were honoured \Mth the 
titles of khan Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command 
the ftation of Goolfhunabad. Sutterlal, the ion of Chumput Bon- 
dela, difguftcd at not finding promotion, and being in difirelled 
circUmftances, went over to Sewajee i but, as he placed little con- 
fidence in the people of Hindooftan, after IheiVing him Ibme civilities, 
he gave him his difmifiion , upon which, finding himfelf without 
refource, he returned to his own country, where, colleflmg his 
dependants, he raifcd a rebellion, and poflefled' himfelf of great 
part of the zemindaree. 

About this time died All Add Shaw, king of Beejapore, vhofe 
anceftofs were defc^ndants of the emperors of Turky. EufufF, a 
prince of the Ottoman famdy, was entrufied by his mother to the 
care of a merchant, through fear of the brother, then emperor. 
The merchant coming to Damaun brought tlie young prince with 
him,^ and fiotn thence travelled to Dckkan, where, fortune be- 
friending his charge, -he founded the kingdom of Beejapore, filling 
himfelf Eufuff Add Shaw, and erected the citadel of Beejapore, 
which bears his name Ah was fucceeded by his fon Seconder, an 
iFifant. Khouafs Khan Hubfiiee, a favourite of his fathers, was 
cntntfted with his education and the command of the fort. Abd al 
Kerreem Meana,^the fon of Abd al Raheem, fon of Belole Khan, 
(who, in the reign of the late emperor Shaw Jehaun, had followed 
the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped with him from 
Agra, upon his death entering firft mto the fervice of the king of 
Hyderabad, and afterwards of thd Beejapore prince, who raifed him 
to high rank) commanded the minor king’s armies. 

F 2 


On 
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A. H. 1085. Oa'tKe death of AU Adil Shaw, Sewajee, intending to' reduce 

A. D. 1674’ the country, and marry his Ion Sambah to the daughter ofK-uflum 
Raow, uith royal fptendour and magnificence, in order to divert 
from Kim the imperial arms, that he might be at liberty to exe- 
cute his defigns, began to intrigue for that purpofe. He difmilled 
Jadoo Terrai and Hullall Khan, who had deferted to him from the 
imperial Army, telling .them he could not keep them, as he now 
meant to a/k for peace. Thele chieis having at the intercefiion of 
Soopkerrun Bondela been pardontd by Bahadur KJian, returned to 
his camp. Sewajee now fent deputies, with prefents of an ele- 
phant and many rarities, to Bahadur Khan, requcfting a truce, till 
through ’his intereft forgivenels of his crimes from the emperor 
could be ratified j upon the arrival of which, if the Khan would 
fend his eldeft fon to conduit him, he would fubmit to his clemency. 
Bahadur lOian, not aware of his intriguing •craft, confented to a 
truce, and immediately fent ofif an exprefs to the emperor, then at 
Houflhn Abdal on the borders of Cabul, which arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was iflued in reply, that he thould be 
cautious not to be deceived by the Mharatta, and before he formed 
any treaty, fend Malick Berkhordar, who knew the artifice .of, 
Sewajee, with Ibmc confidential iervants of his o\mi, to found his 
lecret defigns, winch he'lhould, when explored, communicate to 
the emperor, who would thtn give further orders. 

Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the firmaun, difpatched 
Mahummud Saad Khan and Gongaram Gazaratec, confidants of 
his own, with Mallek Berkhordar, to amufc Sewajee. This trafey 
politician, who had already found tune to efiedt part of his fehemes 
and pofiefs himfelf of the fort of Pemalleh, belonging to BeCjapore, 
received the deputies at Rairee, and for the foil day treated them 
With all cufiomary honours j but the next, .gave them a, final 
anfwer, faying, » What fuperiority has your mailer gamed over 
** me, that I fliould confent to fubmiffion? Be gone ipeedilyfiom 

hence. 
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"'Iience, Or you will be diigraced ” Upon hearing this, the 
atFnghted deputies returned with an account of their reception to 
Bahadur KJian, who forWirded it to court. The emperor, out of 
his abundant kindnefs, to conible the mortified khan, promoted him 
to die' rank of feven dioufand horfe and the tide of Khan Jehaun 
Bahadur Kokultafh Zuffir Jung , his elder brother, named Muzzuffir 
Houflein, to the tide of Azum Khan and rank ^of fix thoufand ; 
afid his fons, one to the tide of Muzzuffir Khan, and the other, of 
Nuflerut Khan, with proportionable commands. 

J - ^ 

Baliadur Khan upon tins promotion kept a grand feftival, to 
■vihich he invited Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jaffier Khan, from 
Buggellana , and gave away among the amras and their followers, 
thirty One elephants, above five hundreil horfes, two thoufand ele- 
gant' drelles, befides fwords, arinour and other Valuable articles. 

' 1 

At'this tune 'contentions prevailed between the Dehkanees 
and Alghauns of 'Beejapore. Diinnanut Pundit, who Was much in 
the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfully promoted the inveteracy 
of the parties, in hopes ' that he fhould fucceed whatever chief 
might be difplaced. He obferved to Khouafs Khan, that the 
AfghaunS had acquired too much power in ,the ftate, that the 
pnnce being a minor, himfelf confined to the fort, and Sewajee 
having feized many ' diftndls of the ' kingdom, in this fituation it 
would ' be prudent “to implore the protedhon of the emperor, in 
conjundbon with his troops to punifhcSe(v4jee, and regain the 
ufurped territories , "Which effedted, he might then eafily expell the 
mutmous and rebellious Afghauns. ' 

I 

The "Ethiopian approved of 'his fchemes, and fent Jlis 'deWan, 
Serjam Raow, to Zuffir Jung with offers of friendfliip and alhance, 
as alfo an invitation to a conference. Zuffir Jung, upon receiving this 
unexpedted hut welcome overture, propofed that lOiouafs Khan 

fhould 
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(hould march frotn Beejaporc to Burrapore, on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, where he would meet him. Accordingly, both parties 
moling to the place appointed, magnificent tents were pitched, 
but, as die waters of the^Kiftnah fuddenly rofe very high, Zufhr 
Jung went in boats to the camp of Khouals Khan, from whence, 
after fome converfation, he brought him back, with lum to his own, 
and gave him and all his followers a grand entertainment and rich 
prefents Mutual alliances were entered mto, and the daughter of 
Khouafs Khan was betrothed to Nufferut Jung, the fecond fon of 
Zufilr Jung , after which the two chiefs took i leave of each other, 
and departed to execute their intended purpofes. 

Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs Khan, was en- 
camped at the diflance of twelve miles, and Dunnanut conveyed to 
him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his 
mailer, infidioufly obfervmg, that if the Hubfhee Ihould make the 
fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, it would 
put an end to Abd al Kerreem’s and his own fortunes. , t 

Abd al Kerreem, who was eager to obtain the regency, de- 
termined to take an opportunity of confimng Khouafs Khan on the 
march to Beejapore , but he being informed of his treachery, left 
the camp and baggage at Alingah, forty miles from the city, to 
which he departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
defigns of his enemy. On Abd al Kerreem’s arrival at Beejapore, 
a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and at length Khouafs 
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of , the citadel to encourage 
the Afghauns, and after the nfual ceremonies of meeting, retired 
with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment On 
notice being given, that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal. ameer 
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the Toom, as if to meet him, 

but the door was fliut immediately after him, and Khouafs Khan 
made a prifoner under a ftjong guard. Jumfheed, a Have of Abd 

a] 



aurungzebeV operations in dekkan. 

' <1 ^ ^ ^ ( 
Sl'Kerrcem's, got into' the' fort without o^pofitionj anifoon after 

he, with'Khizzer Khan, entered, 'and treating with fliekh Mun- 
naje and the other Dekk'anees, perfuaded them to march againit 
Sewajee, towards the 'river ICtftnah, after which he put Khouafs 
Khan to deith. > ‘ < 

1 ' ' ii - ^ ‘ ' 1 

*1 I Soon after this, Abd al Kerreem difpatched IChizzer Khan 
towards the Klftnah, with mftrudlions to^affaflinate fliekh Munnaje.' 
Khizzer Khan for this purpofe invited him to m ^^entertainment. 
The' fliekh complied with the ’invitation, and "had left his tents, 
when on the road he heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num- 
ber of armed men in concealment to murder him. The fliekh, 
notwithftand'ing, proceeded, and when Khizzer Khan' came to 
-meet him,- alighted and embraced, but 'ftabfaed the treacherous 
nobleman while' he had him' in his arms, efcaped, and joined his' 
troops on the other fide of the river. A fcuffle enfued between the 
Afghaun and .Dekkanee attendants, in 'the fquafe of the tents, in 
which many were' flam on both’fide's. ‘ ‘ 1 * 

'Shekh 'Munnaje retired to Adonee, and being joined by Seedee , 
Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dekkan 
lords, made an alliance with Kafil Koor, a principal zemmdar, who ^ 
had a confiderahlc force, and it was rcfolved between them, to 
attack Abd al Kerreem and cut him off. ' ^ 

- I L ^ ' 

' Abd al Kerreem being informed of the union of the Dekkanees, 
prepared a confiderable army, and mardhed to oppdfe them; when 
aidelperate battle was fought near the iFort of Shaw Doneghuf, 
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on both 
fides, and it was doubtful to ^whom reraaine'd the vidloiy. Kafil 
Koor, the zemindar,. as flain. At night Abd al Kerrcem’beat 
the march of viftory, and encaihpcd on the field of battle.' Tlie 
^ Dekkanees having in tlie night condudtedttheir wounded to Adonee, ’ 
' ‘ mofl: 
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mofl; of them, went o\er to the king of Hyderabad. Shekli Mua- 
najc took up his relidence at Koolburga in his own jaghire,‘and 
Abdal Kerreem, with his force much dimini/hed, retired to .Bee- 
japore, where he put to death Dunnanut Pundit, who had been 
the infbgator of fuch fatal fadhon, and feizing all his wealth paid 
his troops their arrears with the money; thus verifying the obfer- 
vafion, that '' He who digs a pit for another, often falls into it 
** himfelf.*' 

r 4 ' ^ 

This year the Mharattas invaded the imperial- territories near 
Aurangabad, and Khan Jehaun purfuing them, engaged and de- 
feated their army near Lafoor, only fourteen cofs from the city ; 
after which he chafed them as lar as the fort of Chumber in Kokun. 
Ati this time came intelligence of the impiafonment and death of. 
Khouaft Khan, which ddappointed Khan Jehaun's meafurcs, and 
he reprefented the affair to court ; after which he returned to the 
cantonments at Bahadur Ghur. Orders came from the emperor, 
that he fhould endeavour either to take Abd al Kerreem priibner, 
or put him to death, and beCege Beejapore. DiUeer Khan was 
again appointed fecond to Khan Jehaun, and departed inftantly on 
his nomination from court to Dekkan. 

t Khan Jehaun having made the neceflary preparations for the 
war againft Beejapore, ordered Iflaam Khan Roomee, (formerly 
named Houficin and pa(ba of Bullbrah, who had fought prote£hon 
with the emperor fome years fince, and \vas promoted to the govern- 
ment of Malwa) from Aurungabad, the charge of which city was 
given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and marched to the banks of the 
Bccmrah, ten coS from Sholapore, where he waited for the ianSion 
of his troops. 

jAbd al Kerreem Khan, having left Beejapore, with a 
army encamped at Abui^cc, about fb. cofs tiiftant; upon which, 

Khan 
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•ICKan Jehaun fent the ■n’-'omen of his camp, 'with Ws own and the 
fuperduous baggage, to SJioIapore, and ftationing what he meaned 
to carry with him on this fide tlie Beemrah, which was ’ at this 
■time .very high, crofled with the troops, and formed his difpofition 
of battle. On this day, Raow Raaje Sing Rhatoree, commanding 
tlie advanced body of the army, who had been longiill, died on the 
march. Shekh’ Munnaje and fliekh Mahummud Juneedee, having 
agreeably to promife arrived from Koolburga, were introduced to 
Khan Jehaun by raja Soopketrun Bondela, and received a prefent 
of elephants, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared ibr engagement. ■ Koottub ad Dien Khan with 
the advance, Illaam Khan on the right, with the corps of Soopker- 
run Bondela, fliekh Munnaje and others, Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- 
onaufSing Mharatta, Bocheraje Cutchwai and othdrs, on the left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The enemy charged 
furioufly in front of Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them off 
twice with great lofs, when their ammunition being expended, Iflaam 
Khan ordered up ftores, clofe to his elephant, and was fupplying his 
men, when a fpark unfortunately lighting among a quantity of car- 
tridges, they blew up,' killing and wounding a great number; but 
to add to the melancholy event, the khan’s elephant being fright- 
ened at the e.xplofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the 
enemy’s line, where the khan, his fon, and the driver, with fome 
horfe who had followed their leader,, were foon cut to pieces; but 
the elephant having received feveral wounds, ran back without his 
houdah, which had' been cut off his back. The' heat of the battle 


r.ext fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with fliekh Mun- 
naje and other chiefs, was wounded. The left 'wing was alfo 
engaged, and Raow Kibber Sing Rhatoree, Kerrun Sing, a mun- 
fubdar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajepootes, after 
fighting defperately, were wounded. Great numbers 'on both fides 
fell, and the fwariy elephant of Abd al Kcrreerti was taken by 
' Kiflioor Sing Harrah, The battle ceafed on tlie approach of night, 
II- • G . “ without 
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without being decifire on cither fide. Klian Jchaun remained on 
this fide the river, threw up entrenchments round his camp, and 
fortified them with artiUery. The Afghauns during the night 
made an attack mpon tlic baggage on the other fide of the river, 
great part of .which they plundered, put numbers to death, and 
carried off fuch of the followers of the camp as they chofe ; fo that, 
from this lofs, andthe hidden rife of tlie river, it no longer remained 
in the power of the imperial army to oppolc the Afghauns. Koot- 
tub ad Dien Khan, OTth the approbation of Khan Jchaun, formed a 
truce ; and the army then recrofiing the river, Ihekh Mnnnaje was 
difpatched to Koolburga, to fecurc poffeffion if poffible of that for- 
trefs. At this time Dilleer Khan arrived from the prefcnce, and 
the waters of the Beemrah, on account of the rains, flill continuing 
exceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that 'the fort of 
Tulderruk fliould be taken'ftom the fons of Khizzer Khan Punnee, 
who refided there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began 
his approaches. Raja Inder Miin Bondela, agreeably to orders," 
joined the camp from Goolfhunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of 
Khan Jehaun’s, being wounded by a cannon fliot, died. Akhlaafs 
Ifhan Meana made an affault on the town belonging to the fort, 
and carried it. Abd al Kerrcem at the infiigation of the Afghauns 
in the royal army, who refpcfled him on account of their connec- 
tion by tribe, having moved from Beejapore, crofled the Beemrah 
with a confidcrablc force, to the relief of Tulderruk ; upon which 
Khan Jchaun thought proper to raife the fiege and march to receive 
the enemy. Abd al Kerrcem encamped tvithin Ihc miles of the fort, 
and his tents’ appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day 
was far fpent and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Dilleer 
Khan and others, having left Runmuft Khan for the proteSion of 
the baggage, a battle commenced. A body of Afghauns from Abd 
al Kerrcem s hne, and another from the ^fort, having formed a 
junftion, charged in the rear of Khan Jehaun’s army, and the 
khan hating crolTed a watercourfe, deep and muddy, with Boche- 

raaje 
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raaje Cutchwi and Ragoniiit Sing Mharatta, oppofed the enemy.' 
Bocheraaje was kdled fighting gallantly, and the latter, with haany 
others, was wounded. Koottub ad Dien Klian, charging to their 
nfliftance, preferred the wounded' from 'being cut to pieces. Abd 
dl Kerreem trying 'to gAin the fort during the night, Ids baggage 
was plundered, 'and Khan Jehaun followed liim within cannon thot 
Of the walls. 'After fomo days the army encamped at Khaut- 
ItaloOn, eight cofs from Tulderruk. Rdow Anooji Sing, at the 
requeft of Khan JehaUrt, ms honoured with the title of' raja.' 
Madna Eundit, minifter to Abou HoulTun, king of Hyderabad, had 
joined Abd al Kerreem with troops and money j but feeing 'that 
Oppolition could not in the end be madci to the imperial army, 
retreated to hiS own country. ■ Abd al Kerreem, after remaining a 
month in Tulderruk, returned to Bcejapore. Khan Jehaun fent his 
dewan Luckeram, to bring over fomc Beejapore cluefs, who had 
taken refoge at Hyderabad, as alfo-thc troops of tliatliate, to join 
him, and marched in putfoit of Abd al Kerreem towards the Becm- 
fah. Many Ikirmrihes happened on the route. • At Hingeh he 
halted, and Called together 'the Dckkdnecs and exiled Beejaporees, 
who had fled to diSerent places. Seedcc Mufaood, Sheerza Khan, 
and others, joined, Ruckeram brought an army from Hyderabad, 
and had alfo'eflcdted a truce with Sewajee; Four thoufand hortc, 
lent hy' different imperial fojedaars, and a number of other troops, 
joined j ' fo that an army svas' now collcflcd fufiicient to reduce 
Beejapore. ' - 

^ _ii t r 

- >’ Wliile affairs were thus fituated, the Afghaun chiefs of the im- 
perial army, out of regard to their tribe, privately fent meflages 
to Abd al Kerreem, that if this raft army lliould march to Beejt- 
pore, his affairs would be mined pafV redemptions fo that hii 
only why to avoid the florin would be to make propofals of peace 
to Khan Jehaun, and' come in' to vilit him,’ after which die troops 
■ ' ‘ _A 1 G 2 ■ ' , would 
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would be difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate his govern- 
ment. 

‘ Abd al Kerreem, liftcning to this adnee, entreated peace of 
Khan Jehaun^ promUing that if the imperial arm/ ihoulH move to 
• the banks of the* Beemrab, he would come to meet him; and 
requefting that he would fend Akiilaafs Khan to condudl him to an 
interview ; after which he would fubmit to any conditions hd might 
impoft, as he regarded himfclfnow as the^ emperor’s fubjeft. 

•'''s' _ 

khan jehaun, after deliberating on the difeordant Bate of his 
army, agreed to his requefts; and having fent away the auxiliaries 
to their di^erentjcountnes, moved from Hingeh, nnd encamped on 
the banks of the Bcemrah. ^ ^ 

‘ 1 - 'T . ?*<''’ , 

A.H.to86. Khan jehaun, agreeably to the requeft of Abd al Kerreem, 
A, D« 1676, penf his brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a .few days after- 
wards difpatched alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A* letter^ arrived 
from fliekh Munnaje, that now tlierc was an opportunity, which, 
if troops were fent to Alindcr, he would feize, ,of acquiring the 
fort of Koolburga. Abd al Kerreem requeuing that Ddlcer Khan 
might be fent to receive him, Khan Jehaun left him at Angul- 
kote, and went hirafelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to Collmder^Khan; 
the kelladaar of Zuffirabad Bieder, to fhekh Munnaje, who, on 
the day of their arrival with him, got admiffion into Koolburga by 
treachery, and having confined Nangooroy, the Uielladaar. , put the 
place into their pofleffion, and agreeably to orders returned to Khan 
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Runmuft Khan, made promifes 
of munfubs and prefents to the fons and dependants ^of Khizzer 
Khan, and fending his own bukhOii, Alla ad Dien Khan, to them, 
they evacuated the fort of Tulderruk, -^vhen Zuffirnuggur, com^ 
monly called Tumnee, was allotted for the refidence of their fomi- 

lies. 
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lies; ’ After vifitlng Tulderruk, and ordering meafures/or its fafety, 
he returned to camp, and difpatched to court an account of his 
operations^ which meeting the emperor’s approbation, the fons of 
Khan Jehaun were promoted to higher rank; Muzzuffir Khan to 
the title of Himmut* Khan Bahadur, and Nuflerut Khan to that of 
Sippedar' Khan.* Raja Inder Mun Bondela dying, at the requeft of 
Khan Jehaun, his zemindaree and< the title of raja were conferred 
upon his fon JefTwunt Sing, . > 

'• Abd al Kerreem having -left Bcejapore with Akhlaafs Khan, 
and condoled with -the fons of Koottub ad Dien Khan, who had 
died ontthe road,* met' Dilleer Khan. He encamped about four 
cofs fromx^Alinder.i and Khan ‘Jehaun, agreeably to^ his promifei; 
having -pitched a^ moft fplendid tent, with poles and ornaments of 
filver, went in the greateft pomp and magnificence, attended -by all 
the amras,‘to^ receive him. Abd >al Kerreem Khan 5ind Dilleer 
Khan, with all the Afghauns in their .tram, advanced^ ^and the 
chiefs firft -met fitting on their elephants, and, after pafiing mutual 
‘conlpliments/ alighted at the tentj when'dChan Jehaun prefented 
Abd ah Kerreem"' with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of 
jewels; trays of ' rich cloths, * as alfo the tent, and proper carnages 
for its ^conveyance. ‘After converfation, *liO difmifled him to this 
camp; and returned to his own. 'Mallek Berkhordar, agreeably to 
Ihe emperor’s orders, was fent as refidcnt fto BCejapore. Abd al 
Ruflbol Khan was ^ippointed kelladaar* of Koolburga, Collinder 
Khan of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the ^title of Jaun 
Baz Khan. ^ ^ ^ r 

• ' ■ * i-n . ’ . . V * > - j'/ 

^ Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer Khan being difiatisfied at Khan 
7ehaun’s-havliig gotJpofieflion of Tulderruk and Koolburga, agree- 
ably to the fchemes they had formed from the inftant of their meet- 
dng, wrote petitions to court, fettihg forth, that lOian Jehaun had 
'made private agreements with the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan- 

• nces. 
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jie?s, the kuig of Beejapore, and Sewajesi and did not ait with vigour 
in his government j but that if he ftiould bo called to the prefence, 
and proper atfiftance afforded them, they would bring Hyderabad 
into the imperial poffeHion without delay. 

JChan Jehaun, with Abd at Kerreem and the united armies, 
marched from Ahnder: to Koolburga, and it was agreed that they 
flioold go ihortly againff Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of tha 
famous fyed Mahummud Gc/bo-derauz, who flounflied in the reign 
of fultan Firoze Bhamcnee. It is a very magnificent edifice, covered 
With a dome, in the middle of an cxtenfive court. Many of his de- 
fendants repofe near the faint, over whom they have ereited domes. 
A number of them ffiH refide there, and during the reigns of the 
Pekkan fultans, great fums of money were annually offered to them 
in vows and prefents. The kings of Beejapore and Hyderabad, as ? 
alfo the zemindars m the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and 
many villages were affigned by both kings to defray the expenfea of 
the tomb. When it came into the imperial poffeflion, Aurungzebe ^ 
alfo fettled fome farms upon it. There is almoff a continual diffen- 
tion between the defendants of the faint, who generally come to 
blows every year j and they fpend their time in an affluence and lux- 
ury, enjoyed but by few df the firf nobles. There are alf at Kool- 
burga many tombs of the Bharoenee kings of Pekkan. In the 
pergunnah of Almder are the magnificent fepulcbres of Ladee Anfa** 
rec, the faint’s lifter, and her children , and at Boorahannuggur 
thofe of many celebrated perfonages. ; 

The emperor, deceived by the petitions hef re mentioned, re- 
called Khan Jehaun from Pekkan, and appointed Dilleer Khan in 
his room. Khan Jehaun left Koolburga foe court, the fame day that 
the ^rmaun arrived for lus recall. 


Pillecr 
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' Dillkr Khan and AUd al Kerreem marched with the army to 
Mulfceh, k fort ten cofs froth Koolburga, _ which being hut of little 
llrength, -the befieged evacuated it in the night, and fled to join the 
Dekkanees, who -made fuch oppoiition, that the Afghauns durft 
not even dare to look towards Hyderabad, There now fell a con* 
tinual fain, and tlie fcarcity of grain in the camp became exceffive. 
Skirmiflies between the'two armies occurred for two months toge* 
ther daily. 'Mahumraud Beg Khan, commander of the artillery, 
Serafrauz Khan Dekkanee and liis fons, 'with many other imperial 
officers, were nounded. The other Afgh'auns who had an enmity 
to Runmuft 'Khan and the Ions of KhiZzer Khan, for having given 
up the fort of Tulderruk, did not affift them in the day of battle j 
but, as they had a feleA body of their own, they gallantly Hood firm 
in the field, were wounded, and great numbers of their followers 
killed. ’ ‘ , 

I ' ’ ' 

‘ The troops of Abd al Kerreem.being diftrefied, dcferted in great 
numbers ; fo that the tide of ill fortune turned againft the royal army, 
and it became impofiible to remain much longer in the enemy’s 
country. Dilleer Khan therefore, on this account, and to pleafe 
Abd al Kerreem, for whom he entertained the utmoft friendlhip, 
and who had been taken ill, fet on foot a negotiation of truce with 
the Dekkanees, and began to retreat towards Koolburga, infendmg , 
to leave his fuperfluous baggage there, and after fupplying hunfelf 
with provifions, to return and attack them. " i 

' The firft day’s march the Dekkanees did not molefi: him j but 
on the fccond, looking on the Afghauns p running away, appeared 
in great numbers, attacked the baggage, killed hundreds of people, 
and acquired an immenfe plunder. The fight continued from day- 
light till fun-fet, when the royal army halted at a dry nullah, where 
it remained two days in the greateft confuCon, being obliged to dig 

wells. 
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v^ells, before the camp could be fupplied wiUi ^\■ate^. Akhlaafs 
IChan and Runmuft Khan Punnec commanded the ri2:ht wing, Abd 
al Kerreem the left^ Ddlccr Khan protcacd the baggage, and 
Soopkermn Bondela, witli Ghicmt and Muzzuffir, nephews of 
DUIeer ICIian, were Rationed in the rear of the whole ; but though 
they had above eight thouland hofle, it was difficult to quit tJicir 
Ration, Soopkerrun Bondcia, his /bn DulpuC Roy, and tlic other 
Raajepoote chiefs, having confultcd together, repreiented to Dillecr 
Khan that it was impoRlblc to remain here longer, as tlie army 
muR perifli from want of provifions. This advice had a proper 
effedb, and tlie chiefs being all united, for the royal honour, and 
their own prefervation, at length marched, but in twelve days 
could only mm^e ten cois, when they arrived at Koolburga, The 
^Dekkanees, who were full Icvcnty ihouland in number, fcldom 
ceafed from the attack 5 but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajcpootes, the enemy did not prevail. Tlje R&ajepootes 
upon 'this trying occafion Ricwcd aRonifliing inRanccs of valour j 
^ but which to relate would appear as vain boaRing. Mahummud, 
the foil of Kootcub ad Dicti Khan, was killed by a rocket j and 
on this march the camp was without grain for fome days, when 
the poorer fort were obliged to eat the roots of the plaintam and 
date tree, from which numbers were taken ill, and died Riortly 
after of diforders in the bowels. 

As Abd al Kerreem was lb dangeroufiy ill as to be pronoun- 
ced paR recover)', Dillecr Khan negotiated a peace betw een him, 
Seedee Mufaood, and the other Dckkan chiefs, bringing them 
together for a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex- 
changed -between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that 
' Abd al Kerreem fliould deliver up the citadel of Beejapore to See- 
dee Mufrood, who ihouid then pay off the arrears to all the troops. 
Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and DUIeer Khan delivered up his 
&11 Abd al Raooff for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promifrd 

to 
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to. Jet Jlim fucceed his father in the command of the army. The 
Dekkanees then returned to Beejapore, where Seedee Mufaood 
delayed to pay the arrears of Abd al Kerreem's troops, and they 
offered numherlefs indignities to his fon, who liad inherited but 
little jroperty from his father. The Jbldters proceeded to fuch ex- 
tremities and clamour for their pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of the* women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common 'relpedl and de- 
cency for the honour of their chief. While the young man was 
thus ufed by his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from 
ftrangers may eafily be imagined. DiUeer Khan returned with his 
army to the imperial provinces, thus ending, without any advan- 
tage, a very expenfive and difgraceful campaign. 

1 i ' 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding him- 
felf treated fo gracioufly as ufual,^abfented himfelf from the durbar, 
and refigned his rank and commands, upon which Aurungzebo 
obferved, that he had no occafion for pomp, and Commanded him 
^ to refign his equipage and tram. Accordingly, the khan made an 
, offering of his elephants, horfes, and other enfigns of dignity, to 
the I emperor, , who, however, after, Jbme time, was gracioufly 
pleafed to recall him to the prelence, and rellore him to all his 
honours. Raja Jeflivunt Sing Bondela, fon of the late raja Inder 
Mun, joined the army in' Dekkan with a force befitting his rank. 

J 

Dilleer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- / 
pearcd near Zuffirabad Biedcr, having left his baggage at Porundeh ^ 
with Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfuc them; and having 
defeated them and cleared the country, returned to pafs the rains 
at Bahadur Ghur. Intelligence arrived that Sewajee had detached a 
force agamft the ^ fort of Joneer. Abd al Yezzeez Khan, the go- 
vernor, was a perfon of much expenence and gallantry. Three 
hundred of the enemy in the night alcended the walls by rope lad- 
‘ H ders. 


logr., 

D«i68o« 



AURUNG7.r,nr.'i orr.RATioNS in nr.KKAN. 

tiers, and enteral j Imt thoiigli the kellidaar had font mod ofh.a 
people with Ids rons to the amnance of Yiah Khan, fojedaur of the 
lawn, he bravely collcaed the few he had left, with hw fert-ants, 
and mit mod of the affailants to the fword. A few were found the 
next day fUulking under the bufiics and ftonw at the !x>itoin uf the 
wall, watching for an ojii>ottunliy to efcape. Thefe he treated 
with much kindnef!., and fent them Ivick to Sewajee, with a mef- 
fage, that while he commanded in the fort, he defied him to lake 
it. ■ . 


As the emperor was much didatisficd at the late tsehaviour of 
the Afghaun chiefs, Jumlat al Moolk Afllid Khan was orJeta! to 
comii\and in Dekkan, until the apjxsintment of another fouhalular. 
The prince Mahutnmud Mauaim (Iiotily after was invcded with the 
government, and a firmaim came to Ddleer Khan, enquiring, as 
Abd .al Kerreem had died, the Afghauns were dirjKrfed, and difien. 
tions occurred among the Dckkanccs, why he had dchscrcd up 
Becjaporc to Scedee Miiftootl? He was ordered to collcfl the 
Afghauns, and enroll them in the imperial fervice j alfo to draw 
' over to him the odicers of Becjaporc and dlydcrahad, till fuel) time 
as 'jaghircs could he bcilowcd, allowing each horfeman daily pay 
from the royal treafury, and to march immediately againll Bcc- 
japorc. 

DillccrKhan, agreeably to thclc inflruflions, hat tng invited tlic 
relations of Abd al Kerreem and other Afghaun chief, Syed Luttcef 
and Eefah Ghulzcc, Dckkanccs of Becjaporc and Hyderabad, re- 
commended proportionate rank (or each j and for fuch liorfcs as they 
brought, which amounted to about twenty thou&nd, he allowed 
daily pay. Many chiefs received jaghircs, and were recommended 
by Dillecr Khan for titles of nobility. Dillccr KJian’s nephew was 
nifed to the rank of a thoufand, and came to Dekkan j where, 
except the Afghauns, none were now cftccmcd worthy ofdiftinaion. 

On 
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•' On the breaking up' of IhS fains, Dilleer Khan marched fronl . 
Bahadur Ghuri Samfeh, the fon of Sewajce, who had quarrelled 
with his father, and' was' confined by him in the fort of Pernailehi 
having made his efcape with a few attendants, <fcnt a)meflenger to 
Dilleer Khan, requefting his protediion, and that he’ would fend 
a' force to affift him, as Sewajee’s troops were following him clolely. 

Dilleer Khan immediately di^atched Akhlaafs Khan," with' Ghierut 
Khan, his own nephew, and'other chiefsy with a proper force, and 
followed lumfelf.i Sambah having metlAkhlaals Khan at'Kerkum 
Deoeej joined Dilleer Khan with a few of his' family j and -the 
khan,- regarding his coming as a moft favourable occurrence, beat 
the march of vi&ory, and reprefented it, to’ the imperial 'court, 
from whence’Samhah 'was'fhortly after honoured with the title of 
rdja,' tlie 'rank of feveri thoufandy 'and a prefeht 'of an elephant. 

Dilleer Khan mide'him many prifents'hlmirelfy and appointed a 
reCdence for his family, tvith a proper guard, » at Bahadur Ghur. 

-'1 i 1 ' ill ' • ( '’j . ,t, j 1 j' 

•' ' Dilleer’'Khan remained tlie reft of .this ydar dt Illojey preparing 
for the expedition againft’ Beejapore. Soopkefmh Bondela bein^ ' 
dangeroufly ill, left his fotvDuIput Roy (and his followers With'the’ 
army/ and refired^to'Bahadur Ghur. , . ,1 

■ ■ ' ‘ n ’ I (' J " ' . - ' , . 'd f ii 

Jn thd beginning of this year; Dilleer Khah marched dgainfif A. H. 1092. 
Ehopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to SeWajee in the Beejapore conn-' A. D. 1681. 
try. Cannon being planted' Upon 'a' height' which, commanded the' 
inner part of the place, it was taken m three hours, and a vail 
quantity of grain found in ilore,’' part, of owhich wa's delivered to the 
troops, 'much taken by the camp followers, and the remainder fet- 
on fire { after which the fort was razed to the ground. 

The 'fame day tlie Mharattas appeared,'^ intending to fuccour tlie' 
place, and an aftion enfued, in which they Were defeated and fled.' 

The fame body, a few days afterwards, fuddenly attacked and* 

H z plundered 
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plundered a detachment lent to colledl Supplies forthctormy* under 
the command of Eeruch Khan, who took flielter in a linall fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to Ihift for themfelves. Dillecr 
Khan ivaited on the banks of the Beemrah for fome neceflaiy {lores, 
and to crofs Iiis cannon, the river being flooded. - ' 

Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two^tlioufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
mented by all. Many of his women burned themfelves upon the 
funeral pile with Hs coipfe.' He was a fbldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of Valour, and was in general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcaped with life from many 
dangers 1 and that in the day of battle a fbldier fbould never think 
of himfelfj for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
ofeourfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perfon 
ihould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
Ihould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it fhould. He 
was bountiful to his fnends, and unamdous for his own fortune. 

V DiUcer Khan and all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy, 
who was recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five 
hundred. Soopkerrun alivays kept a numerous and gallant body of 
men in his fervjce, by paying whom munificently he was never 
rich, and though his fbn Dulput Roy wtiS raifed but to a t rifling 
rank, yet, regarding his future profpefls, he encouraged all his 
' father s followers, and retained them in his own fervice. 

Seconder Adfl Shaw now reprefented to Aurungzebe, that he 
cfleemed himfelf as one of his ancient fla\es, and noUvithfVanding 
Dilleer Khan w'as advancing to invade his country, if the emperor 
would penriit one of his Ions to marry his filler, he fhould regard 
It as an honour. This met with the royal approbation, and,'ac- 
cori^gly. Seconder fent the young princefs with much pomp, 
conduaedby the phjfician Shumfe ad Dien to court, and DiUcer 

Khan 
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Khan fupplied him with a proper efcort j but, notwithftanding this, , 
he advanced to Beejapore, which, although he had twenty thoufand. 
horfe with lum, he' was not able Ao blockade. On one fide he* * 
kept up a conftant cannonade, and ruined a icanal made by the firfi;^ 
Add Shaw, which flowed 'by the citadel and the great morque, 
through the city. The enemy made a Ihlly from the town, and 
prefled' hard 'on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput JRoy being fent to his 
afliftance, he repelled the afiailants, and took their ftandard. At. 
this time, the conduit of Diileer Khan not being approved of by 
Aurungzebe, he recalled him to the ..prefence ; . and the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim alfo being removed from the government, 
Khan Jehaun Bahadur was a fecond time appointed to the foubah- 
daree of Dekkan. Diileer, Khan, upon this, raifed the fiege of 
Beejapofe, and plundered the country all around it, digging up and 
/ totally defiroying ithe magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
cirp'. Sewajee’s meflengers were allowed communication with Sam- 
bah, who now made his efcape with only eleven attendants ; fo that 
it muft have happened by the connivance of Diileer ,Khan, who 
made no enquiries or example among the guards who watched his 
perfon. 'DiUeer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, near Bee- 
japore, and having battered down the walls with his cannon, the 
troops entered, and began to plunder; but the inhabitants, after 
a defperate .Ikirmlih, drove them off again with very great lofs, 
V'hea Diileer Khan evacuated the country. , 

d- I. i , • 

This year died the Maharaja Jeflfwunt Sing, near Cabul ; and 
his followers brought his infant children, and his women who did 
not bum with him, towards their native country. Orders were 
fent to condudt them to foUrt, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
.infifted on the children being made Mahummedans. Upon this 
.the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit 
to this order, fled with their charge towards the raja’s territories, 
and bemg hotly purfued by, the emperor’s troops, fought valiantly, 

and 
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and were nioftly cut to pieces* but the women and infants arrived 
fafely at Jodepore. After this, the courtiers broughta young child 
to majefty, and pretended he was the maharaja’s fon; which 
the emperor feigning to believe, had him circumcifed, named 
/ Mahummedee Rauje, and educated as' ibch. The emperor, clif» 
pleafed at the refiftance of the Raajepootes to his commands, 
marched to expel the fbns and relations of the late raja from Jode- 
porej which fort foon fell into his hands, and raja Ajeet Sing, witli 
the family, took fhclter in the recefTes of the mountains and woods, 
Inder Sing was exalted to the rank of three thoufand, and the 
pofleffion of the rauje ; but as the dependants of the late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a jjroper obe^- 
dience, and the countiy remained long in an unfetticd flate, he \vas 
dcgradedLand depofed. * 

Sewajee having marched from his countiy to invade the imperial 
territories, totally laid wafte the diftriit of Jalncher and others s and 
hisYoIdiers, ‘notwithftandtng his commands to the contrary, offered 
infults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a rehgious, fi-om whofc 
curfes it was believed Sewajee was taken ill, and fhortly after died.* 
Semjee w« as -a foldier unequalled, fkilled in the arts of "govern- 
ment, and a friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his 
fehemes wifely, and executed them with fleadinefs. He confulted 
many on every point, but a£ted according to that advice, which, 
after weighing in his own mind, he thought befl apphcable to his 
defigns. No one was ever acquainted tvith his determinations but 

* The Mharatta report is, that he \iras poifoned by his v^fe Soonbay^ who 
could not procure his confent for her fon Rama to fuccced him, Sewajee m this Jaft 
expedmon was defeated, and hotly purfued by the Mogul general, Runmuft Khan. 
Nearly at the fame time, his fleet was almoft dcitroyed by the Siddees, m conjunflion 
with the Engh(h of Bombay. It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by 
poifon, nor the viCtation of God at the prayers of a devotee, but rather, by an 
illnels from fatigue in his flight, and rexatron at the lU fuccefs cf his arms. 
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by the fuccefs of their execution. , He built palaces and ereftcd for- 
tifications in every part of his country; and it feemed as if he had 
the art of feeing all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
fent to make war, he direited them to Ipots where valuables were 
buried, as if he had laid them there hunfelfi He kept forty thou- 
fand horfes in his ftables, which he had mounted to aftion by fol- 
diers named bargeers. Every ten horles had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care of feeding them, as alfo one water carrier, and a torch 
bearer , each hundred had an officer over the ten taweeldaurs ; and 
every thoufand^ chief, who commanded dteother ten. Wherever he 
fent five or fix thoufand, a chief of confequence commanded on the 
ferviee. He alfo entertained men who had their own horfes , but the 
Mlnrattas, who had rnofl pay, were bargeers. When he detached 
an army on ferviee, he fupphed his bargeers with clothing and arms , 
and after the plunder of a country, whatever remained m their 
hands above their amount, was carried to the account of his trea- 
fury. He had numberlefs infomiers about his troops; fo that if 
they kept back any money or goods from account, he forced them 
to give them up. 

* Sambah, or Sambajee, who fncceeded his father in the rauje, 
generally fpent his time in female pleafiires and exceffive drinking, 
and poflefled no talents for government. He purfued fuch a line of 
condudl as difobliged his Other’s fervants, and m a fhort time dif- 
fipated in vanity the treafures Sewajee had amafled. He Iiftened fo 
the advice of no one, having a conceited opinion of his own abih- 
ties, and chofe for his favourite, Kubkullufs, a bramin, with whom ' 

he afted fneh feenes as made him hateful to the world. ^ 


’ Alker 

» The parlizans of Rama endeavoured to oppofe the fuceeflion of Sambah^bot 
were foon overcome, and Rama put into confinement. Soorabaye, in delpair at the 
fate of her fon, put herfelf to death. 
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Aiker Khan Eukhfhi and pulput Roy, with Serafrauz Khan and 
other arows, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went to meet 
Khan Jehaun. Dilleer Khan marched to efcort his women horn 
.Bahadur Ghur, and prepafc for his journey to the prefonce, i Khan 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview with the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim, dilpatched an e(a>tt \vith him to court, agreeably 
to orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jehaun marched along the banks of the Gung on 
the road to Loehghur, which had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raunj and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurangabad, afoended the mountains of Kunneher, through a mofr 
uneven road, covered with W£K>d; fo that the troops met with great 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
baggage, diftrefied for water and provifions. At length he en- 
camped near the tomb of Ihekh Fcreed, thirty cofr from Aimmga- 
'bad. At this city died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his 
women lacrificed themfolves on hh funeral pile. As he had no fon, 
his nephew vm feat for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, where he was ftabbed in the 
wardrobe as he was putting on a drefr of honour, given upon his 
inveftiture in the zemindarcc of Jiis uncle. This was fiippofed to have 
been dope by the emperor's command. Raja Anoop Sing Rhatoree 
was left in charge of Aurangabad, and Khan Jehaun detached 
Raow Dulput in purfuit of the Mharattas, 

A.H. X094. The beginning of this year, when Khan Jehaun was encamped 
A. D. 1682. at Babilgaum, fixteen cofs from Aurangabad, intelligence was 
brought one morning, about four o’clock, that the Mharattas, by 
^ the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing 
rapidly tow'ards Aurungahad. He iflued orders of march in/hmtiy, 
and having fecured his baggage, left a fon:c to protea itj then 
moving from the ground with all expedition, reached the city about 

noon 3 
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noon; which, ifhehadnot arrived that day, muft inevitably have 
been plundered. Accounts were now brought that the enemy were 
feen m great numbers at Kafee Porah and 'the Hill of Sitterrah; 
alfo, that raja Anoop Sing, with liis followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters, but durft not venture to advance ; upon which Khan 
Jehaun marched on with all poffible fpeed, and upon his appear- 
ance the enemy fled without daring to engage, when he encamped 
at 'the tank of Maharaja JelTwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the 
'city had been much 'alarmed, and Ihut up their houfes, the doors 
of which they had barricadoed, and prepared for defence. Khan 
Jehaun, as the rains were now letting in, took up his refidencc in 
-the imperial palace; and an order having arrived from court for the 
purpofe, began to ere£l a wall round the city, in order to prevent 
any hidden attack from an enemy. 

" Intelligence arrived, that fultan Maliummud Akber, from the 
raflinefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes, having 
'rebelled, the emperor had marched with a few troops from Ajmeer 
to corredt him. The prince had, without ftanding a battle, fled, 
•with Barruk Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. Klian Jehaun, 
upon this intelligence, marched from the city at twelve ojclock at 
'night, and on the road received a letter from the fojedaur of Bug- 
' gellana, informing him, that Akber had gone by that way to Gool- 
‘Ihunabad, and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had 
only one day before pafled an4 entered Kokun by the road of Ter- 
rung; upon which, being difappointed of overtaking the 'fugitives, 
he retreated to Aurangabad, and diipatched the news to court : but 
it was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun was negligent in 
'the purfuit,’ and might have taken the prince, if he had chofen. 
iSambah, efteeming Akber’s coming as, a fortunate circumftance, 
received him with the reipeft due to) his. rank, and gave him a 
foitable refidence near the fort of Khulna, on , the fea coaft. He 
appomted extenfive hunting grounds for his amufement, prefented 
Vou II. I him 
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him diily with money to pay fix hundred cavalry;! his fofiowers/und 
, once- a week^ regularly, vifited him;' always ‘bbferving a. proper 

deference to his dignity,' as one-df thc'itnperial princes; ' ■ ' 

■ Dulpu't Rb)^ ‘ who had been detached to puhifti the MharattasJ 
returned after his camp^gn to Auhifigabad, when an- extraordinary 
and dangerous afiair cfccurred'tb 'him.' It appeared that a fervant of 
Saihbah’s, having taken a houle in Begum Torah, ' fecretly levied 
foldiers and 'bought arms for the Service of the -rebel prince. This 
iiitelligehce Was ’cohveyed'tb Khan Jehauh, who difpatched a guard 
to feize 'the adciifed - perfohj'ahd it happened •-‘that; 'Dulput ’Roy 
jjaffing at the time, he rim 'through the crowd of his attendants,, and 
gdt'clear dfiv KHzui Jehaun’s people avowed ‘that they had taken 
the man, 'and that the roy's fbllowers-had'fejzed him from' riiem by ■ 
forced' upon which" the khan fent to ’dcmahd him’of the foy? but 
he, who had hot the lealt knoivledge'of ihe affair; went 'to Khan 
JehSun,, and Velated his innocence of the charge. jfChan Jehaun lHU 
'relying dn'_^the 'decl^atio'n'of ‘biis owh people, ■waS‘‘offCnded f and 
the*' roy,' 'finding 'ar^meht ‘of '.no 'avaii, left ’hirii'ln'^a -paflion; 
Two days ^terwar’ds, ;&e khdn detefmiric'd'to fend-a force ’to feafeh 
for the •offender j but- alT-th'e 'Bondelas ’in the city, heanrigiof -his 
intentions, joined Dulput 'Roy; -who refolv'ed ^to' dp|idfe fuch indig- 
mity upon 'which Khan'; Jehiiih defifted : • 'bUt 'being exceedingly 
enraged, ■rcprelciiCed- the affair fo court, as did iilfo 'Dulput Roy, 
;Thc eiriperbf gracioufly obfcrved; bh 'hearirig both fides mf.'the 
queftion; that.the roy/v^'an-'anacrit' imperial fe'fVant; Incapable of 

behaviour; Snd ^ ordered hini'to join -'the 'prince 
Mahumriiud 'Mauziiii, who ‘was ‘again appoulted to -govern' in Dek- 
'•kan. • -:*; ‘ • .. . ,v 

■ BreaJrag'-up-of ^tjib Jhiins, :»iarched 'to 

‘‘arrive -at Aurhngabad.-^Houirun 

■ Khan'-tvas •detached with-ah-army'fbr-the-punifliment of the 

* ‘ ■ A^Iharattds 
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Mharattas and conqueft of Kokun, and Dulput Roy ordered along 
with him. Many fevere engagements were fought in this expedi- 
tion, in which the roy performed fignal fervices. Jadoo Roy Dek- 
kanee, an ameer of three thoufand, was killei and Jagdeo Roy, 
his grandfon, promoted to his rank. KJian Jehaun, leaving his 
baggage at Baliadur Ghur, jjurfued the enemy whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. 

1 In the beginning of diis year, Houffiin Ali was detached for the 
punilhment of tlie Mharattas by the way of Porundeh. Kiflien Sing, 
the grandfon of the late Mirza Riija Jey Sing Sewai, who, throwing 
afide the manners of tile Raajepootes, imitated thole of fhe Moguls, 
was kdled in a drankcn quarrel for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, 
hy an .Afghaun. This year Aurungzebe refolved to ex^pate Sam- 
bajee, and began his march from Ajmeer towards Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy was promoted to the rank of fix hundred by the royal favour. 

' ' ' • 1 . ' ' 

‘ The emperor, after remaining feme .time at.Boorahanpore, 

moved with a vaft army into Dekkan, and aaived at Aurungabad. 
The prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw, witli Dilleer IChan Afghaun, 
was detached to Ahmednuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Koollich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, with Dulput Roy, and other 
imperial officers, were ordered to befiege the fort of Ramfudje, 
-.five cofi from Goollhunabad. Having began .their approaches, 
they ereiSed upon an eminence near the walls a platform of wood, 
pr cavalier, which cojild contain five -hundred men, and was railed 
ftory upon ftoiy to fuch a height, that the Xoldiers at the top could 
fire mufquetry at the beCeged within the walls, fo as to prevent 
them daring to Ihew .their heads from under cover. Intelligence 
being brought to Aurungzebe, that Sambajee’s army had marched 
to raife jthe liege, Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at Goollhun- 
abad, in order to jbe ready to fuccour the .alTailants in cafe of 
neceffityj and he accordingly marched liom Bahadur Ghur. Khan 
I I 2 Jehaun 
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Jehaun leaving his army, 'went to pay lu's refpeas fo the emperor 
at Aurungabad, taking with him l^unmuft IClian, who, at his re- 
queft, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and lent with a 
detachment againft Kofcun. Shaub acl Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joncer, where the enemy were committing depreda- 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to’ command the fiegc of Ramfudje, upon 
which place an unfuccelsful aflault was made fome time after, and 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted 
to the rank of feVen hundred, Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
with the title of khan, and the office of fecond bukliflii in addition 
to the other pofts which he held in IChan Jehaun’s army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the 
emperor, that if Khan Jehaun ffiould be Rationed at the pafs of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another aflault was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful j upon 
^vhich the fiegc was raifed, and the great platform of wood built by 
Shaub ad Dien at an immenfe expenfe, being filled with com- 
buftibles," was 'fist on fire and deftroyed. The befieged upbraided 
the troops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to 
flop and cover thcmfcives with the afhes of their battery, 

Bahadur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah j and as 
the incurfions of the enemy were daring near Goolffiunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, -upon which the enemy took to’ 
flight j when leaving his bag^gc to the charge of Maha Sing Bha- 
doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugidves. Orders 
were ifliied to Khan Jehaun to join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldeft 
fon of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw Aulum, who had 
marched for the punifliment, of the enemy. Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from GooKhunabad, he joined the prince near 
Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad. 

• The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their 
meeting, and^ embrace himj at hearing which the‘ emperor was 

dilpleafed, 
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difpleafed, and angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his Ion had 
condefcended fo far from ha dignity. The prince replied, that the 
emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by tlie like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan Kliooferoo. 

The prince Moiz ad Dien, after halting fome days in the vicinity 
ofNabudter, marched to ZufSrabad Bieder j where, on the day of 
his arrival, intelligence was brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been lent to fodder ar 
Patterree Bacherra, were juft attacked by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inftantly leavjng the prince witli the baggage at the 
fort of Bieder, marched ; and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he quitted tlie little baggage he' then had with 
hun, and moved night and day with redoubled Ipced after the Mha- 
rattas, who fled at his. appearance, and he recovered the elephants, 
except a few that were fwifteft of loot, which the enemy had fent 
on before them. He did not defift from the purfuit, but leaving 
what he had recovered in charge of the fojedaurs of the diftridts, 
, marched on, and near the borders of Terfc Chandeh recovered the 
remainder from the Mharattasj after which he returned to within 
four cofs of Zuffirabad, and fendtng for his baggage, encamped on 
the bahks of the tank of Kamfeaneh. The troops in this march 
experienced numerous hardihips, and even Khan Jehaun was with- 
out Ins tent and proper provUions. Numbers of ^the foldiers fell 
behind, fatigued, at every place on the route, and were not able to 
join for fome time after. 

' His majefty being difpleafed with the condufl: of Mahummud 
Azim Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednuggur, he was ordered 
to the prefence with Dilleer Khan ; but he delayed his departure, 
and did not move to court until after repeated commands; upon 
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure,^ On the way, a 
furious elephant broke through the ranks. And ran towards the 

prince’s 
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prince's palanquin, btit vvas luckUy put to deatli without hurting his 
perfon. The prince Shaw Aulum was ordered with an army into 
Kokun, to reduce the Mharatta fortreflcs on the fea coaft. A 
plague, which had feldom happened either in Dekkan or Khan- 
deilie, occurred this year in both countries, and carried off fuch 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. 

H. 1097. The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his father, Shaw 

D. 1685, Aulum, to Kokun, which he entered by the way of Ramdirrah 5 
but the country in that part being but thinly cultivated, fupphes of 
provifions foon grew Ihort, upon which the prince moved to the fea 
coaft, and the emperor ifliied orders for provifions to be conveyed by 
fhipping to Dunda Rajaporc, near Bombay, but they could not 
bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince's camp, num- 
bers died through mere want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from 
the tank of Kamfeaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for fomc 
time, and then went againft the fort of Mulluknehur, of little 
'ftrengtli, which he carried byflorm in two days. HimmutKhan 
and Raja JelTwunt Sing 'Bondela headed the aflault. Khan Jehaun 
at the approach of the rainy feafon, having cantoned his army at 
Bukkrum Bullee, nvelvc cofs from Zufhrabad, went himfelf to rc- 
^de at Kooiburga. Juggut Sing, , Ion of Mukkund Sing Harrah, an 
ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fon, his country 
was given to his uncle's fbn Kifhoor Sing. Shaub ad Dien Khan 
and Raow Dulput Sing, having entered Kokun, had an a£lion with 
Sambah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the 
place of his refidencc; in reward for whibh fervice, the emperor 
conferred on the former the tide of Ghazi ad Dien Khan Bahadur, 
and promoted the latter to the munfub of one thoufand, calling 
them to his prefencej after which he detached them again/l the 
fort of Joncer. 


Dilleer 
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DiUeef TChan Afghaun,' an ameer of 'five thoufand, who had 
won tlie prize of military fame and conduit irom all the cotemporary 
nobles, and fully underftood the modes and policy of Dekkan, 
where in his operations he was generally vidlorious ; upon feeing 
new amras preferred by the emperor over his head, and that what 
he reprefented out of duty was but little attended to, grew weary 
of the world, and died from vexation and difappointment. In the 
time of his youth he had a remarkable appetite and Ilrength of 
body, and m his old age was blefled with good health. Upon Ills 
death the emperor confifeated his fortune, which he fuppofed im- 
fflenfe ; but it not anfwering his expeQations, he confined Peere 
Mahummud, his fecretaiy, in order to invelUgate the caufe, who 
would not inform, though put to the torture. At length he was 
releafed. ' ' ' 

The prince Shaw Aulum had 'reprefented repeatedly to thfc 
emperor, that from the inclemency of the air in Kokun, a plague 
had broke out in his camp, which deftroyed great numbers, and 
the difirefs for provifions was exceffive ; Upon whidh a frefli army, 
under Roh Oollah lOian, was dilpatched to efcort the prince to 
court. Aurungzebe marched from Aurungdbad with the grand 
camp to Ahmednuggur. Klian Jehaun, who had purfued ,a (body 
of the enemy to Sangoulah, met Roh Oollah 'Klian on liiS march, 
and they accompanied each other as far as Ramdirrah. Khan 
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial commands, near the 
town of Annunderee, only feventecn cols from iBeejapore. The 
prmce Shaw Aulum returned through the pafs of Ramdirrah in his 
way to court. Moll of his cavalry had loft itheir ilorfes, and (the 
greateft part of the army were on foot for want of conveyance, as 
the Mharattas, with the ficknefs and famine, had made the greateft 
havock among them. Khan Jehaun paid his refpefls, and, having 
fupplied the prince with all neceflanes, took his leave j then port- 
ing 
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ing a detachment in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army, 
according to orders irom the emperor, at Almillah. / 

Several of the amras attendant on the court, on account of the 
wafte of their jaghires in the fbubahs of Dekkan, notv received 
falaries in lieu; and the great officers, who from the fame caufe 
alfb were become diftrefled, opened their hands to the receipt of 
bribes, notwithftanding the pofitive injun<fixons of the emperor to 
the contrary; they al/b extorted money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the vie\vs of expedtants at court ; fo that the im-» 
perial fervice now became but of little advantage, except to the 
civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. 

SerdarKhan, an Afghaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban- 
ditti, and made a pradtice of fending them to rob ; but being foon 
deicdled, he was pumfhed with death, and his effedb confifeated. 

D. 1059. • Khan jehaun having quited his cantonftients at Almillah, en- 
*68;. camped on-the banks of the Beemrah, and detached Sippedar Khan 
and Dilleer Himmut towards Koolburga to punifh the Pinderras ; 
which having done, they returned. Orders arrived to ftation Dilleer 
Himmut again near Koolburga, to prevent them from croffing the 
Beemrah; but he died fbon after bis march, and was fucceeded in 
command byjaun Niffaur Khan, fon of CoUinder Khan. 

Orders were fent to Khan Jehaun to march to Ruflbolpore, and 
flop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roh 
OoUah Khan blocked it up on the fide of Shawpore ; but, prior to 
the arrival of thefc inftrudtions, Roh OoUah Khan had encamped at 
Ruficolpore, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannah ; fb that they met 
together, and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
camped at Shawpore. 


As 
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderabad and Beeja- 
pore, he moved with the grand camp from Ahmednuggur to Sho- 
lapore, and appointed iyed Zein-al-abid-Dien helladaar of the former 
city. The enemy, fuddenly cblledting, attempted a furprize ; hut 
tile fyed, being timely 'advifed, was on his guard, and defeated 
their enterprize. 'Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer, 
Was fent to protefl; Ahmednuggur, and Dulput Roy was now pro- 
moted to the rank of one thoufand three hundred. 

Khan Jehaun was now ordered to Hyderabad, and Roh OoUah 
Khan to march for the fiege of Beejapore, where the prince Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent with a powerful army. The king of Hyder- 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thoufand horfe. 
Skirmilhes occurred between them for many days ; but as Khan 
Jehaun had but a fmall force compared with the enemy’s, he durft 
not hazard a general engagements therefore, having thrown up 
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his fituation to 
'the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was difpatched with a 
reinforcement to his afliftance, and orders given for Behcramund 
Khan and Eaticaud Khan to attend him part of the way. The prince 
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun 
Niffaur Khan, and marched with his troops in order of battle towards 
the entrenchments of Mian jehaun. The Hyderahadeans made a 
charge in different quarters, but in vain ; and in the evening the 
prince joined the camp, where it had rained fo hard, that it was 
impoffible to pitch the great tents; and* the prince, with his wives, 
was obliged to put up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
was fituated conveniently, fent drcfled provifions for his family and 
all the' amras who attended him. After three days, the prince and 
Khan Jehaun advanced; and, as is the cnftom with the Dekkan 
troops, the Hyderabad anny made folfe attacks on all tides of the 
line. This continued for four days, after which Beheramund Khan 
VoL. II. K and 
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and Eaticaud Khan returned to the prefence. Orders arrrlved'that 
the treafury officers of Khan Jehaun’s army fliQuld alfo aft as fuch 
to the prince. Eeruch Khan* an ameer of tmo thonland ftc hun- 
dred, an excellent officer, of great experience, was much in- the 
efteem of Khan Jehaun, who always placed him near his own per- 
fon in the field. During thb march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The driver ufed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain j fo that the khan was 
taken prifoncr, but died fhortly after. He was much regretted hy 
his followers, who rvere all treated by him as brethren. The khan 
was generous, not only to his friends, but to all, being ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name was univerfal. He ex- 
celled moft of the greater amras in the elegant flile of his living, 
and entertained fervants of the firft abilities, to whom he allowed 
Iiigh pay. His table was always richly and plentifully provided j 
and whenever either acquaintance or travellers pafled near his re- 
fidence, he fiirnilhed them amply with all neceffaries, treating all 
with that attention due to their quality. If a merchant came to him 
from Perfia, or any other diftant part, he generally kept him with 
him feme days, bought his whole cargo, and difmilTed him with 
many favours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally 
lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja Jfelfwunt Sing Bondela, 
with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali Khan Roomee, making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were crofling a long 
fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
prrfoneof by (he raja’s followers. The fame day, Mahummud 
Ibrahim, who commanded the Hyderabad army, fled unexpefledly 
to the city; and from that day the enemy’s forces difappeared al- 
together. and the royal army purfued their route clofe to Hyderabad 
by repeated marches. The Defckanees accufed Mahummud Ibra- 
him of treacheiy, exclaiming, that if he had done his duty, the 
imperial troops could never have advanced. 


The 
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- The king, not thinking it Cife to remain longer in the citj, ihut 
himfelf up in the fort of Golconda, though Madna Pundit, his 
prime minifter, earneftly entreated him to the contrary j obferving, 
that it would be better to retire ao Warunkul, or fome other fort, 
from whence he might with eafe fuccour Golconda, in cafe the 
imperial troops Ihould fit down before it; whereas he would, by 
fliutting himfelf up in it, be totally cut off from refources. Abou 
Houflun would-not liften to this reafonable advice, and thus clofed 
upon himfelf tlie gates of adverfity. 1 ^ . 

Mahummud Ibrahim, the general, confulting his own interefts, 
came ‘over to Khan Jehaun, and was introduced by him to the 
prince, who ‘received him gracioufly, and recommended him for 
promotion in the imperial fervice. Akka Ali was fent to guard the 
city of Hyderabad, and aflure the inhabitants of protedionj but 
moft of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami- 
lies and effeits, had retired into the fort of Golconda, while the 
remainder ftayed terrified in their houfes, expefting their fate. The 
next day the prince fent his own followers to guard the city, but 
they extended their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the minifter, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and ftripped 
even to the frames of the doors and windows. So many new tents 
were found indt, that, immediately after, an old one was not to be 
feeniin the prince’s camp. The king’s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree ; but, after two days, the charge was given to Khan 
Jehaun, who reftored order, and coUeiled fome property for the 
emperor’s account ; but if all tire plunder, had been thus taken care 
of, it would have amounted to an immenfo value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he had plundered this city, 
before his acceflion to the throne, large fums were found in the 
ceilings of apartments, and infifted on all being preferred for his 
ufe with the utmoft rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial order, 
and many of the firft houfes were plundered by the troops. 

K 2 Mahummud 
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MaKummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures ofMadna Pundit, 
that minifter was fufpedled of having perfuaded him to go over to 
the imperial army, and of intending to follow himfelf. It was faid 
that the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refuge in Gol- 
conda, was, that he might have an opportunity of betraying him 
into the emperor’s hands. Abou Houflun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken »a fblemn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfbns might fay againft him, and therefore he 
did not Men to thefe inlinuations: 'but the officers, who hated 
Madna, at the inftigation of the 'king’s mother in law, widow of 
the late fultan, aflaflinated him as he was going into the king’s 
prefence, and cutting off his head fent it to the prince Shaw Aulum, 
with a meffage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
only, all the infolence and difrepe<ff fhewn to the emperor was 
owing, for which he had at laft met ha deferts, 

Abou Houflun, who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by his 
death left without an advifer on whom he could rely, immediately 
made requefts for peace, and promifes of a very valuable offering. 

The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten- 
five garden near the fort, where Abou Houflun had built a fplendid 
palace, in which the prince took up his own refidence. When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his favour he fent jewels, elephants, horfes and drefles for Shaw 
Aulum and the amras, under the care of Abd al Kerreem, keeper 
of the oratory, and other chiefs; who upon their arrival at Momin 
Putteah, not far from the city, were furprized, plundered, and taken 
priibners, by fliekh Munnaje and the Afghauns in the fervice of 
Abou Houflun, not a man cfcaping without a wound. The prince 
Shaw Aulum upon this difafter, fent a me%c to Abou'Houfliin, 

threatening 
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threatening to flop the negotiations fori peace, and take ample 
vengeance for fuch atrocious infults and breach of the truce. 

Abou Houfliin made numberlefs excufes, declared that the 
attack was not made by his orders, and that he had not the fmalleft 
knowledge of it. He colleded the plundered effeds with much 
care, and fent them with the wounded prifbners to the prince, pro- 
mifing, if he would grant him peace, to make an offering of 
• two corores of rupees in treafure and effeds, which he would col- 
led and pay, whenever the prince fliould move -from the city to 
Koehr. 

Shaw Aulum for\varded ■ his petition to court, and it meeting 
with the emperor’s approbation, Momin Khan was left to receive 
the moncyt and the prince retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafcd 
at the great force his fon and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfons, 
and the plunder of the city and the king’s palace not being accounted 
for in the royal treafury. Calling Klian Jehaun to the prefence, 
he fent him to the government of Lahore, and difpatchcd Syef 
Oollah Khan to order KuUich Khan,' fuddur al fiiddoor, Himmut 
IChan, Mamoor Khan, and feveral other amras, to quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad 
general, was, promoted to die title of Mahabut IChan and rank of 
fix thoufand. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, till the 
fums fliould be paid agreeably to the treaty of peace with Abou 
HoufTun. 

The army againft Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had 
repeated aftions with the enemy. Amaun Oollah Khan, fbn of 
Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras, were killed, and Kiflioor 
Sing Harrah and others wounded. The communication between 
this army and the imperial camp at Sholapore being cut off by the 

enemy’s 
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enemy’s horft, an extreme fcarclly of grain prevailed; fo that a 
Teer of rice fold 'for eleven rupees, and at even this exorbitant 
price was procured with the greateft difficulty. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela and others, were difpatched from. 
Ahmednuggur to efcort provifions, ftores, and a large fum of money 
to the prince. About five cofs from camp they were attacked by 
the enemy’s army. The khan taking charge of the convoy, Dul- 
put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the enemy, 
and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about four 
thoufand foot who could not efcape the fury of the enraged Moguls 
and Raajepootes. The convoy arrived fafely at the camp before 
Beejapore, and provifions again began to be cheap. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan w’as honoured with die additional tide of Ferofo Jung, and 
Dulput Roy with that of raow, and the privilege of carrying the 
‘ allum in his train. -- 

The emperor this year, at a fortunate infrant, departed with 
the grand camp from Sholaporc to the fiege of Beejapore, and bat- 
teries were opened immediately upon his arrival- before the place. 
The prince Akber, who had taken refuge with Sambah, byhis‘ 
inftigation, ffippofing the imperial territories undefended by many 
troops, with Darruk Dafs and about ten thoufand Mharattas made ah 
incurfion from Kokun towards Hindooftan ; but the emperor, hav- 
ing ad\icc of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Ahmed- 
nuggur, who intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood of 
Chaknehj and defeated him, after a very obllinatc engagement ; 
which put an end to his enterprize, and he retreated again to Sam- 
bah's country. Syed Lelhkar lOian and other amras were left at 
Sholapore, to guard the heavy baggage of the army arid furniai 
cfcorts for provifions to the imperial camp. Eaticaud Khan, fon 
of Jumlat al .Moolk AlTud Khan, was detached w'ith a force to’ 

obferve 
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obferve tlie enemy’s motions.) Beejapore was now furrounded on 
all fides, and the different ftations allotted to the amras. Syed 
Fatteh Ali Khan, reconnoitring too near the ditch, received the 
honour of martyrdom, and many of his followers were wounded. 
Many ddrmhhes occurred on the foraging parties, and the befieged 
daily made lallies from the town. Raow , Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Syed Lefltkar Klian was recalled from Shola- 
pore, and the command given to Eaticaud Khan. , 

The liege of Beejapore Hill continued, and the befieged to op- 
pofe the approaches with great gallantry. , The grand powder 
magazine, wliich Was placed under ground in the camp, by fome 
accident blew up with a dreadful explofion, which was heard for 
fixty miles. As the country round Beejapore had been long laid 
wafte and uncultivated, fupplies were cut off from the fort, and the 
befieged at length became exceedingly dillreffed for provifions. 
Every chance of fuccour was loft, and the Ibldiers became difatisfied ; 
but ftill, in this hopelefs condition, they gallantly refilled. At length, 
feveral breaches being effedled, the difpofition of affault was made 
by Kouwaum ad Dien Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 
The befieged, upon this, judged it fafeft to capitulate, and reguefted 
terms through Ghazi ad Dien Khan Ferofe Jungj when it was 
fettled, tliat the young king Seconder Ihould pay his refpedls to the 
emperor, and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs.. Ferole 
Jung fent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Seconder to his quarters, when he condudted him himfelf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments, 
he was allowed to fit. The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, bellowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his 
accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Sheerza Khan was raifed to the 
title of Ruftum Khan, Abd al Raooff to that of Dilleer Khan, and 
botli to munfubs of feven thoufand. Seedees Salim and Jumllieed 

were 


A.fl.iior. 
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were honoured with titles and the munfub of five thoufand, and 
all the officers promoted according to their quality, 

Aurungzebe paflbd to view the fort, through the breach by 
which the afiault was intended to have been made, fitting on a 
travelling throne, and to the great moique, where he ofJ'crcd up 
tbankfgivings for Jiis fuccels. Syed Lcfiikar Khan wus appointed 
governor of the citadel. Upon an aftonifliingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved this' infeription ; The prince Ma- 
hummud Ghazi, in fplcndour like the fun, under wliot’e um- 
** brella the world fought a flicltcr, by the force of his all-dcllroy- 
•* ing labre, in half the winking of an eye, took tlic •mailer of 
the field from Nizam Shaw.” This cannon, moft probably the 
largeft ever known, was made by Roomi IChan, an officer of one 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fultan Mahummud 
Beejaporee, The emperor ordered this infeription to be crafed, and 
the following to be put in the ftead : ** Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi, 
** emperor of kings, who reftored jufticc and conquered the fovc- 
** reigns of Dekkan, reduced Bcejapore. Good' fortune on him 
** daily fmilcd, and vidtory exclaimed, He hatli fubdued the mafter 
“ of the field.” In this infeription is 'conveyed the date in which 
the fort furrendered. The city and environs of Beejapore are upon 
a fine plain without any declivities; the fort probably the largeft in 
the world; and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
king s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines, 
befides many extcnfive gardens; and round the whole a deep ditch, 
always well fupplied with water. There were alfo ’ without the 
city very large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe ; and in the time of 
Ali Add Shaw, when the IVlirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
lultan had not left than eighty thoufand. On the emperor's taking 

it, 
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it, there were not more than two thoufand horfe within it. After 
tins viiftoty, the wafers of the refervoirs and the wells in tire fort 
dccreafed ; tlic country round remained entirely wafte for a great 
dillance, and a conCderahle part of the reft was feized by tlie pin- 
derrahs and zemindars, who acknowledged no fuperior. About a 
cofs from the city ftood once another vaft town, which might be 
called a fecond Beejapore, named Norufi, and built by Ifmaeel and 
Ibrahim Add Shaw j but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only remaining, avith a thick wall furrounding it, whofe 
ftately gateways avere fallmg to decay. , 

CaCm Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan avith other amras fent to reduce the country 
round Hyderabad. 

The prince Akber, finding nothing more to expeft from Sambah, 
took his departure on board a fliip, with a few attendants, for 
Perfta, and Darruk Dafs returned to Ids own country of Marwar. 

Ruftum JUian Beejaporee, who had been promoted to the rank of 
feven thoufand, was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againft 
the Mharattas, avho attacked, defeated, and took him ptifoner, but 
releafed him on his paying a very large fum of money. 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H. 1102. 
tered the Hyderabad territories, laid wafte all parts of it ; and the A. D. 1690, 
emperor marching from Sholapore with intentions to befiege Gol- 
conda, on the way vlfited the forts of Tuldoorg and Koolburga, alfb 
the tomb of fyed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz, The prince Mahum- 
mud Azim Shaw was detached to Goolflionab.id to puniflt the Mha- 
raltasi and the emperor, having moved by the route of Zuflirabad 
Bieder, at length fat down before Golconda, and the fiege was 
commenced. As Abou Houffun had efcaped into the fort, Mahura- 
mud Moraud Khan, the refident at Hyderabad, incurred die royal 
Von. II, I, difpleafure 
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were honoured with titles and the munfub of five thoufand, and 
all the officers promoted according to their quality. 

Aurungzebe paffed to view the fort, through the breach by 
which the aflault was intended to have been made, fitdng on a 
travelling throne, and to the great mofque, \\here he offered up 
thankfgivings for his fuccefs. Syed LeQikar Khan was appointed 
governor of the citadel. Upon an a/loniihingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved tins' inferiptionj “ The prince Ma- 
hummud Ghazi, in fplendour like the fun, under whofe um- 
** brella the world fought a fhelter, by the force of his all-defiroy- 
** ing fibre, in half the winking of an eye, took the * mafter of 
** the field from Nizam Shaw,*' This cannon, moft probably the 
largeft ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an officer of one 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fiiltan Mahuramud 
Beejaporee, The emperor ordered this infeription to be erafed, and 
the foUow’ing to be put in the ftead t «* Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi, 
** emperor of kings, who reftored jufUce and conquered the fove- 

reigns of Dekkan, reduced Beejapore. Good* fortune on him 
“ daily fmiled, and vi£toiy exclaimed. He hath fiibdued the mafter 
** of the field,” In this infeription is conveyed the date in which 
the fort furrendered. The city and environs of Beejapore are upon 
a fine plain without any declivities; the fort probably the largeft in 
the world; and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for fifteen tlioufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel tvas the 
king s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines, 
befides many extenfive gardens; and round the w*hole a deep ditch, 
always tvell fupplied with water. There were alfo without the 
citytery large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe; and in the time of 
All Adil Shaw', when the Mirza Raja lay before Beejapore, that 
fultan had not lefs than eighty thoufand. On the emperor’s taking 
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jt, there were not more than two thouland horfe within it. After 
this vjftory, the waters of -the refervoirs and the wells in the fort 
decrcafed j the country round remained entirely wafle for a great 
didance, and a confiderable part of the reft was feized by tlie pin- 
dcrrahs and zemindars, who acknowledged no fuperior. About a 
cofs from the city Hood once another vaft town, which might be 
called a fecond Beejapore, named Noru£, and built by Ifmaeel and 
Ibrahim Add Shaw 5 but it was now quite depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only remaining, with a thick wall furrounding it, whofe 
flately gateways were falling to decay. , 

Cafim Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country 
round Hyderabad. 

The prince Akber, finding nothing more to expeft from Sambah, 
took his departure on board a fliip, with a few attendants, for 
Pcrila, and Darruk Dafs returned to his own country of Marwar, 

Ruftum Khan Beejaporee, who had been promoted to the rank of 
feven thoufand, was detached. towards the fort of Sittarra againft 
the Mharattas, who attacked, defeated, and took him prlfoncr, but 
relcafed him on his paying a very large fum of money, 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H. noa, 
tered the Hyderabad territories, laid waftc all parts of it ; and the A. D. 1690, 
emperor marching from Sholapore with intentions to befiege Gol- 
conda, on the way vilited the forts ofTuldoorg and Koolburga, alfb 
the tomb of fyed Mahummud Gefbo-derauz, The prince Mahum- 
mud Aam Shaw was detached to Goolfhunabad to punifh the Mha- 
rattas i and tlie emperor, having moved by the route of Zuffirabad 
Bicder, at length fat down before Golconda, and the fiege was 
commenced. As Abou HoufTun had elcaped into the fort, hiihum- 
mud Moraud Klian, the refident at Hyderabad, incurred the royal 
VoL. II, L difpleafurc 
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difpleafnre for' having aUowed him to do fo, and was degraded from 
his munfub; but reftored (hortly after, at the intercefiion of Affud 
Khan Ghaxi ad Dien Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh 
Kizanr Hyderabadee colleaed an army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow Dulput being fent o^inft him, gave him a complete defeat. 
Orders were iffued to attack a camp of the belieged which had 
taken flielter clofe to the ditch. This fervice was performed by 
Mujalnd Khan, Kilhoor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who' plundered it. Kulhch Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, gomg too 
clofe to the fort, was kdled by a cannon Ihot. _ Skirmdhes happened 
every day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the 
roads oere rendered impalfable; and grain became fo fcarcein the 
camp, that many of the followers died of hunger. 


The emperor, from the reprefentations of the fpies about his 
perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn 
up in the grand audience tents and fendmgfor the prince with his 
fons, commanded Affud Khan to difarm and confine them. They 
were degraded from their ranks in 'the army, their effedh feized, 
and treated with the fame rigour as common criminals. i An aflault 
was made upon the fort by Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and his majefly 
went in perfon to the batteries to tneourage the affailants; but they 
did not fuccecd, the enemy repulfing them with great gallantly. 
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tlie emperor’s tent. The date of this occurrence is included In tlie 
following lines ; ‘‘ Hyderab.id was conquered by Aulumgecr, under 
“ the aufpices of the , Almighty, lighting for the true faith. He 
*' had the power of Jumiheed, and the wifdom of Alexander. His 
“ valiant heroes, w ith pious zeal, tore.' up infidelity and wickednefs 
" by the roots in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named The 
Manfion of Zeal.' Cafim Khan was ordered to take charge of this 
parf of Carnatic, until a fojedaur fhould be appointed. i The Car- 
natics, now divided between Hyderabad and Beejapore, were for- 
merly fubjedt to the dynafty of Ramraaje Carnaticffi, once of great 
'power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, iituated fifty 
Cofs from the fortrefs of Adonee,,and one hundred and feventy from 
Bieder j 'from which their dominions extended to the fea coall one 
way, on anotlier to the river Kiftnah, and fome parts to the river 
Beemrah.i 'They kept an army of thirty thouland horfe, a million 
of infantry, and their wealth was beyond enumeration. The laft 
Ramraaje attempting to conquer the territories of Add Shaw Beeja- 
"poree, Koottub Shaw Hyderabadee, and Nizam Shaw Dowlu- 
tabadee, 'the three fultans formed an alliance for their mutual 
fccurity, and, having joined tlieir forces, marched to the banks of 
the Kiftnah, on the oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hoft. The allies crofted the river and attacked 
him. Adil Shaw was panic-ftruefc, but his nobility and troops 
flood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy. 
Ramraaje, priding himfelf on lus vaft fuperiority of numbers, had 
pitched a magnificent canopy, 'under which he fat upon a throne 
filming with jewels, to give orders to his troops ; but when the 
army of die fultans broke m upon lus line, he removed into a 
' palanquin, the bearers of iwhich, being much frightened, tlirew it 
down, and he was feized by Nizam Shaw’s people, and brought 
pfifoner to their fultan j who cut 'off his head and fixed it on the 
point of his fpear. The enemy, upon feeing it, took to flight, and 
an immenfe treafure of money, jewels and effedts, with two thou- 
L z fahd 
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•find elephants, -fell into the lands of die viaorions allies, who 
putfued the fiigitives with great daughter to the walls of Beejanug- 
gur ; from whence, after receiving a valuable contribution from the 
late raja’s brother, they retreated, leaving him in poflefiion of the 
government. 

The imperial firmaun was fent to Mohib Ali, Abou Houflun’s 
governor of Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
UlherKhan and-munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent tJic people 
of the diftriftsfrom difperfing; and a force was alfo appointed for 
their defence from the prefcncc. Ifmaecl, Ajcct Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, t^dth the zemindars, had plundered him, but dif- 
perfed -on tlie arrival of Mukkerum Khan wdth the royal troops, 
iam Kaick, governor of Sunkcr, dependant upon Becjaporc, Jiav- 
ing made his Aibmiffions to the emperor,' delivered up the place*; 
which was mew named Nuflerat Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was 
honoured trith the command, and the rank -of £ve thoufand, bat 
died Ihortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the 
rank of three thoufand; but they in a little time fled to Wakia 
Kerah, their -native pbee, fix oofs from KuiTcrut Ghur, and xatfed 
diftnrbanccs. Mahummud Azim Shaw coming from Goolfbuna- 
bad, paid his compliments at court. Shekh Nizam Hydcrabadce 
fubmitting, was honoured with the title of Khan Zummaun and 
munfub of five -thoufand. Mccr Houfleince, a principal officer of 
Abou-Houffun, being raifed to the rank of fix thoufand and title of 
AU McrdanKhan, was appointed to. the fojcdauiy of Kinjec, de- 
pendant on Hyderabad Carnatic ; and more nobles were created 
than had ever been in the reign of any former emperor. Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan was fent with a large army to beliege the fort of 
Adonce, and Raow Dulpnt who accompanied him, was promoted 
to the rank of two thoufand one hundred. The klian upon his 
march took feveral forts belonging to’Beejapore, and one of them 
Heybnt Kerramna, ivas named Ferofe Ghur. The fort of Kernole 
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,was.plIed Kummemuggur.'> The -prince, Mahummud Azitn.Shaw 
,was,fent;agamft •MuUukgautn,. belongingifo Beejapore,. which ihp 
■.took.: I. . \ .i , 

■JeflVvunt Sing Bondela .dying, the .zemindiuy -of _Oorcha..,was 
conferred on Bugsvunt Sing, his fon, an' infant of four, years, with 
^the.'titloof-.raja..." At'.this 'time, an : epidemical i ague raged over all 
Dekkan,. of '.which numbers 'diedjf.asl'allb. a great Tcatdty -.of grain-. 
•Ghazi ad Dien.Kham having for.-fom'e .time: .blocked 'up.,tlie fort of 
Adonee.,, Seedee. Mufaobd .'-delivered .itf np ji-and ;,with his family 
•going' to . the: prefenc'ej vras honoured -with the j.title of hhan;ah4 
•munfub of /even tlioufand. , The,.emperor.now.moved from Hyder- 
abad. by the -way of Koolburga,to-,Beejappre. ;JChan 2ummaun.was 
appointedjto-therfojedaury-.of .Kolapotef 'in.^e. neighbourhood .of 
P.ernalleh. A peililence broke out ijn.the t^pof Beejapprejiiaghjg 
toa great .pitch;, and inany.of the ladies of the hatum .died j .■pp.on 
. .which .the emperor .moved to Bahadur.Ghur* ./ - 


The fpies ofrKhan Zumrhaun brought liim intelligence, . that 
jSambah'.was' encamped near, ,the fort .of -Kalrieh, belonging fo him, 
about :fifteen .cofs from •Pernalleh, d n ithc-.palics- to Kokun, .entirely 
off :his' guard, immerfed :ih debaucheiy i and hard .drinking.. The 
kham marched immediately; Undkabgut daylight, pejtt morning . fur^ 
■prized his - .camp.- .Sambah;: intending , to -.move, ^ had Tent off the 
greateft -.part :of ; his ' attendants .with .his .women . ,on ' before himj .and 
was waiting for'.KubkuUuls,' 'Jus favourite, ■ who .was,perfornaing.his 
devotions,- wheri they were .both taken prifohefs.- ' iyian Zum.maun 
immediately ihformedi.the -empBror'of, his Tuccefs; who beat '.the 
march of-viilory, and dispatched Eaticaud ^han with-aiconliderable 
?tmy ,to .'befiege, the fortjof Bairee,awhio|i had becP '.the icaphal ,of 
Sewajeeiand'his/ucceffori- -.■-.t. i.;,' , 

. ir! -.t. r. a -i i‘ / z , ....r.i'i- — -i .Ghazi 
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Ghazi ad T)Icn Khan after the furrender of the fort of Adonee, 
came to encamp near Beejaporc, where he was afHifled wth the 
plague j from which he recovered, but %v ith the total lofs of cyeCght, 
The prince Mahummud Azun Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 
kowah, dependant on Joncer in Kokun, and the emperor moved 
to Tummerla, fourteen cols from Porundeh, with the grand camp. 


. 1103. The emperor moved to Bahadur Ghur, and Khan Zummaun 
.1691. having brought Sambah to ‘court, orders wereghen to put wooden 
crowns upon the heads of him and his companions, and, mounting 
them upon camels, after the manner of cnmmals in Perfia, to con- 
duit them to the prelcnce. The emperor gav'e thanks to God for 
having thus put his enemy in his power, and raifed Khan Zummaun 
to a higher rank, with the title of Fatteh Jung. Sambah had a red 
hot iron drawn before his c}es j and fome days after was, with his 
fa\ounte Kubkulluls, put to death. The emperor marched from 
Bahadur Ghur to Buggoreh Gaum, fix cofs from Poonah on the 
banks of the Beemrah. 

Eaticaud Khan fought many fuccefsfril battles in Kokun, anS 
blocked up Rairee, fo as to diftrcfs the inhabitants greatly. Sewa- 
Jcc's focond Ion, Rama, after the capture of Sambah, fled with 
fomc principal chiefs to Seringapatam, and fycd AbdooUa Khan 
Barcah was ordered to purfue him ; but Rama, near a finall fort, 
crofied the river, then iciyhigh, with two of his folloners, and 
got clear off. About eighty chiefs took fhelter in the fort, and fall- 
ing into the khan's hands, he was ordered to keep them confined at 
Bwjapore. Rama fliut himfelf up m the fort of Jmjee. Wojeh ad 
Dicn, the fon of S^ed lycflikar Khan, who commanded as his 
fiither s deputy in Beejaporc, not attending ftriSly to his prifoners, 
they made their cfcape, by the conmrance of his fervants, and 
rejoi^g their brethren, ibon railed djfturbanccs. A few, who in 

leaping 
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leaping from tlic wlU had broken their limbr, were retaken under 
the prifon, and fccurcd. 

Roll Oollah Klian, agreeably to the ropl in(lruflion=, moved to 
Pcmallch, with an offer of terms to tlic inhabitants, but they would 
not deliver up the place ; upon which he relumed, and nnrclicd to 
puniflt the Mlnrattas round Rhamiitpore, and the fort of Sittarra, 
in the country on the lianks of the Iviflnah, which is widiin the 
Beejapore Irotmdaries. Orders were fent him to Ipaic the army with 
Khan Zummaun, who had been difpatched lo command ir, and 
return to the prefence. 

Eaticaud Klian having taken Rairce, and Saooh, the infant fon 
ofSambah, widi his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by die 
tide of Zoolfeccar KJian and the privilege of nfing the ‘ mach 
meratib, which he had taken belonging to Sambah. The infant 
Saooh was honoured with the title of raja, and a place widiin the 
Ruggelali Bar allotted for his refidcncc. About this time prepara- 
tions svere made for fending off die heavy baggage to Aurungabad, 
and it was reported that the emperor would return to Agra or 
Dhelyj but news arris ing, that a Binder . chief, named Eelucfc, 
having collefted together a numerous rabble, had taken Ferofe- 
nuggur. Roll Oollah Khan was detached to that tjiiattcr, and all 
droughts of moving to Aumngabad w'cre laid afidc. The klian 
marched widi all fpecd, and Raow Dulput, svho was then kella- 
daar of Adonce, hearing of the diflurbance, font Hafiz Morad Khan, 
a principal ofiiccr of his own, with a confidcrable force, who de- 
feated tlic rebels j but, as he had no ncccflarics for a liege, he 
encamped at, a little dldancc from the fort, svlicrc he was joined 
widi a reinforcement and foinc cannon, under Sumintiiidcr Khan, 
governor of Koolburga.' , Roll Oollah Khan commenced the fiege 
immediately on his arrival. 

, , Raja 

I 

• A flanitard, on Uie point of which ii a gilt fitlu 
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Raja EagWunt Sing Bondela dyirtg, thfto «mamed no on? of 
the family of rajas Shujan Sing or fnder Sing to fucqeed Winj 
upon which the rannce Amir Koor, grandmother to the deqeafed 
ptirtce, placed In the raaje Oodut Sing, who Was defcended from 
Mudhokcr Saw, father to Raja Ber Sing Deo, which was approved 
Of by the’ dmperor, who conferred on him the title of raja, and a 
filitabJe munfub. ' 

When the emperof heard of Rama’s being arHved at Jinjee, he 
ihirhediately difpatched Zoolfedcar Khan to befiege that plaCe, 
Roh Oollah Khan, having by ftratagem forced EcluCk to leave 
Ferofenuggur, took pofleflion of the place, and then purfued hint 
tb a great diftance. Upon his flying near Hyderabad, he was 
feized by the fojedaur, and put to death. 

Zoolfeccar Khan being atrived at Konifticundah, fixty col^ 
from Jinjee, Vfas attacked by a large army of the Mharattas, under 
Kmaeel Mukh, AJect Naire, and other zemindars j and thoilgh he 
had but a inialJ force Compared to the enem)'’s> yet relying on rhe 
imperial aufpices, he engaged, and giving them a complete over* 
tlirow, marched on towards Jinjee in triumph, taking feveral forts 
belonging to the enemy on the way, i ^ 

- • The emperor encamped at Kulkulls, lixteen cofs from Koreo 
Gaum, and difpatched Junfilat al Moolk to the alfiftance of Zool- 
feccar Khan, Who Was <fumiunded by the MhaCattsis near Jinjee. 
Several of the new Dehkin amras had dfefetted froth him to Rama, 
and the fcarcity of provifions in his Catap was grown to the moffe 
alarming pitch. Syed Lcflikar Khah, Upon this intelligence, was 
ordered with treafure from the ptefenCe and a large fupply of 
provifions to join Jumkt al Moolk Aflild Khan, upon whofc arrival 
the army experienced fome relief. • Zoolfeccar having given the 
charge of his camp to Alimcrdan IChan, 'fojedaur of Kinjee, 

marched 



AURUNGZEBE’s operations in dekkan. 


‘8i 


marched fixty *c6fs into the territoncs of Trltchinopoly and Tan- 
jore, from the zemindars of which hc'collefted confiderable con- 
tributions, and then returned, after gaming feveral advantages over 
the Mharattas. i 

* > iChan Jehaun Bahadur being called from Hindooftan, was gra- 
cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their vaqueels to him defiring his ^ 

mediation, and’ to be allowed to make their fubmifiions ; ’ upon 
which he was empowered to give them aduranccs under his own 
fcal, and fent liis fon Himmut Klian Bahadur to bring Simtah Ghore- 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, and others, to the pre/ence, but they would not 
confent to this, being fearful of treachery. J Himmut -Khan returned 
without cfFcdling any thing, much .to the vexation of Jiis father, 
who felt himfelf difgraced by being unable to fulfil Jiis promife to. 
the emperor. 

Ifmaecl Mukh, commander of the Dckkances in Carnatic Hy- 
derabad, having made his fubmifiions to Zoolfcccar Khan,* whom 
he joined with his relations and followers, W'as at his requefl: ho- 
noured with the rank of five thoufand and the title of khan, and 
proportionate rewards were beftowed on the reft. AJect Naire 
joined Rama in the fort of Jinjee, 

) ^ 

Raow Dulput having refigqed the government i of the fort of A.H.no^. 
‘Adonee, named by Aurungzebe, Imteauz Ghur, was fent with his A. D. 1692. 
followers as far as Sholapore to efcort the prince Bedar Bukht, eldeft 
fon of Azim Shaw, who was on liis return from the fiege of Sinfin- 
nee, in the 'Jaut country, near Agra. Being arrived at Bhome, he 
Jheard that the Mharattas had blocked up the road, having plundered 
Maleegaum, and plit many of the inhabitants and travellers to 
death, upon which he'fecured his baggage in a fort, and marched 
in purfuit. Mamoor Khan, fon of DiUeer Khan, joined him on 
*VoL, II. M the ^ 
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the route, and they came up with the enemy near Tuljapore. The 
Mharattas were fiiU twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy s force not 
more than eight hundred j hut he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great {laughter among the enemy, who fled on the fall 
of fome of their chiefs. A detachment from the prefence being 
fent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the 
prince, whom he conduced to the emperor. He was now ordered 
to efcort the Pcrfian ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurung- 
abadj which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vafl 
number of all ranks, who had been waiting at that city for an efcort 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewarcc, intelligence was 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching with 
the hopes of plunder; upon which he left his convoy in a place of 
fccurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en- 
.gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 
Lukko Sindia, with fcveral other perfons of rank. A valuable 
plunder fell into his hands. For this fervice, the emperor was 
pleafed to reftore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had 
taken off on his refigning the kelladaree of Adonee. The Mharattas 
were now become fo imprefled by his gallantry, that they ever 
after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded 
to efcort a fiipply of treafure, arrived at Aurangabad from the 
inner provinces, which he fucccfsfully performed. This year the^ 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be credted near Aurang- 
abad, on the banks of the great refervoir, ^ 

A.H. iic6. Raow Dulput having brought the tre’afure from Aurangabad,'' 
A. D. 1694, notwithflanding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the 
enemy, arrived fafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial 
orders, he gave a mufler of nine hundred excellent horfe above liis 
compliment, whom he had called from his own jaghire to attend 
him; but though they did not meet with encouragement from his 
majefly, jet regarding his own reputation on the frequent fervices 
‘ upon 
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■Jlicli'he was, ordered, he'' chofe ,t6 ^ be , at, the additional .• 
of maintaining them .out of. his private revenue. , ' 

h' ■ Behefamuh'd-'Khan 'at ‘PoruiidehV .hearing" that the' Mharattas 
had' marched tb’wafds Toomree, 'left 'his' baggage. at the. former 
pldcc,'-ahd' 'moved hy forced 'marches' to'putfne them; ,but meeting 
with Ghazi'ad- Dien Khan, .who was detached on this feryice, he 
returned tb'.his camp: ' i’ , ' 

■' 'The' prince ''Adahummud' Kauth Bukhih moving, tyith a large' 
army, ’to befiege the'fort of 'Wakin Kerah,- .was' joined by Dulput 
Raow,'<'ahd on'their arrival before the place, after .ayery fatiguing 
march in ithe height' of the rains',- the ' liege' ,'w,as' commenced. 
Skirmillfes"' happened' with' the "enemy’s' [troops 'every day.. 

' iA'i'-the fiege of Jinjee had lingered to a great length, , many of 
the -Mharat'ta ihiinfubdars ' deferted' to Ramaj 'aiid a[vaft anniy.was 
advancingdo'relieve 'the'placei '■ Notwithftanding', jumlat, al Moolk 
was 'at-Gurpah with* a' great force, orders'wefe fent, to the prince, 
to leave Roh'Oollah Khan for'the'liege'of’.Wakin. Kerah, to march 
hinifelf vvith- all fpeed to Gurpah, and .to' diljjatch Raow , Dulput 
with treafufe 'and 'five thoufand horfe from' thence to Jinjee to affift- 
Zoolfecear Khan.-'" ■ , ‘ ' . ' 

Roh Oollah Khan took' command of tlie liege, and the prince 
marched for Jinjee by .Kernole to Gurpah. ■ Between Kernple and 
Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains,’ 
were feen the inhabitants'of theraf-a'wild people, whofe. language 
is not -in thele'afl: underllood by [the people , of the, villages belovy. 

1[heir common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, a'nd the 
flelh of animals caught iii .hunting. They are exceedingly black,' 
with'.long hair, on' every part of ^eir bodies, and on their heads 
wore capf'madc of the' leaves of trees.' Each man had with him 
M 2 unbatbe'd 
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unb^rbcd arrows and a bow for hunting. They moled no one, 
and li\c in caverns, or under tlie fliady branches of trees. The 
prince prefented feme of them with gold and filver, but they did 
not feem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefe, uncommon to man.' ■ 

On the princess arrival at Gurpah, Allud Khan paid his reipedfe, 
and 'joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
fixty cofs from Jinjee. From tins place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patched with treafure and a large fupply of provifions to Zoolfeccar 
Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Afalojee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Klran, and other chiefs, accompanied Jiim, The route lay 
tlirough a foreft, which had been totally impervious,- until it was a 
little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed tliem. Horfernen pafled with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diflrefs. The 
underwood, wlilch was thorny, was fo twined together, as to 
make it impoHiblc to pafs cither on the right or left of the road. 
*I*his tedious pafs extendtU for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin- 
jcc. The laft is one of the feven chief worihipping places of the 
Hindoos, whicliare as follow; Ajodcah or Oude, Mutlerah, Pyaugc 
or Alcabad, Kaftc or Banaras, Kinjee, Ontkaporce, and Dowaroutce, 

Thcfc feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort^ The environs of Kinjee cannot be leCs in extent than ten 
cols. There arc two temples, Sco Kinjee and Biflien Kinjee, the 
walls round each of whicli arc not Icfs extenfive than the citadel' of 
Bccianore. and within fhrrr. ar#* -j:c ..I, .-.n 
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There are every way a great variety of tanks, which are all lined 
with ftone, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
irom top to bottom. Thefe are called in Hmdoeh, Kund Gobind, 
colledtively, but each has aieparate name and feafon appointed for 
bathing in it. The ‘court of Seo Kinjee has been formed into a 
citadel, with bafbons and battlements , and in a part of it refides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent paflagc of troops, who 
commit great exceffes, tins was but thinly inhabited , but Bifhen 
Kinjee, which is larger, and the^cuftoms of it in tlie receipt of the 
fojedaur, as part of his falary, was populous and ilounfhing, being 
reforted to by numerous pilgrim®, who paid a toll for permiffion to 
perform their devotions at the temples, fb that a great fum is annu- 
ally collefted. From near the fort of Adonee, to Kernole, Kinjee, 
Jinjee, and hence to the fea coaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram Raow 
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him AU- 
merdan Khan, the fbjedaur of that place, and moved to the fort 
of Bmdvvaftnee, which is twelve cofsfrom Jinjee, then marching 
by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, reached the neighbour- 
hood of Jinjee As Muttullub Khan, ^vho came with Dulput 
Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble- 
man advanced to meet it fome diftance from his camp, the foldiers 
of which received new life from the treafure and provilions, having 
long been in extreme want. Zoolfeccar Khan havmg appointed 
Raow' Dulput to the command of his right wing, he went to recon- 
noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a fally, the raow 
detached a fmall body, who cut many of them to pieces. 

Roll Oollah Khan, who had returned to the imperial camp 
after being obliged to raife the fiege of Wakin Kerah, was taken 
dangeroufly ill, and feeing death approach, fent this verie to 
Auningzebe . The broken-hearted m the night of abfence, his 
** life haftemng to tlie clofe . with what pangs mull he die who 

** cannot 



AURUNGZEBE's operations in dekkan. 

unbarbed arrows and a bow for huntmg. They molelt no one, 
and live in caverns, or under the Ihady branches of trees. The 
prince prefented fome of them with gold and filver, but they did 
not feem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a fmall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing Twiftneis, uncommon to man. 

On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, AlTud Khan paid his relpeflSj 
and 'joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom, which is 
lixty cofs from Jinjee. From tills place Raow Dulput was dii^ 
patched with treafure and a large lupply of provifions to Zoolfeccar 
Khan. Jlaoir Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malojee Goherree/ Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a foreft, which had been totally impervious,- until it was a 
little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed them, Horfemcn paffed with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrcfs. The 
underwood, which was thorny, was fo twined together, as to 
make it impoflible to pafs cither on tlie right or left of the road. 
This tedious pafs extenddU for near forty cofs from Sudduni to Kin- 
jce. The laft is one of the fcven’ chief worfhipping places of the 
Hindoos, winch are as follow; Ajodeah or Oude, Mutterah, Pyauge 
or Aleabad, Kafee or Banaras, Kinjee, Ontkaporee, and Dowaroutee, 

Thefe feven have a fuperiority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjee cannot be lefs in extent than ten 
cols. There are two temples, Sco Kinjee and Biflien Kinjee, the 
walls round each of which are not Icfs extenfive than the citadel' of 
Bcejaporc, and within them are innumerable edifices, 'the coft of 
which cannot be afccrtalned by guefs. Within the town are many 
fplcndid temples, and without, round about it, a great variety. 
The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one ftreet of 
ffiops,^ bciiind wHch arc the houfes and gardens of the inhabitants. 

There 
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.There are" every way^a great variety of tanks, which are all lined 
with ftone, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
from top to bottom. ,, Thefe are called in Hindoeh, Kund-Gobind, 
colledtively, but each has a feparate name and feafon appointed for 
■bathing in it. The ‘court ,of Seo Kmjee has .been formed into a 
citadel, with bafrions and battlements ; and in a part of it refides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent paflage' of troops, who 
.commit great, excefles, this was but thinly inhabited; but Bilhen 
.Kinjee, which is larger, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the 
fojedaur, as part of his falary, ivas populous and flourilhing, being 
•reforted to by numerous pilgrims, who paid a toll for permifilon to 
■perform their devotions at the temples ; fothat a great' fum is annu- 
•ally colleiled; From near the fort of Adonee, to Kernole, Kinjee, 
.Jinjee, and hence to the Tea coaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, or the god Ram. Raow 
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, took with him Ali- 
merdan Khan, the fojedaur of that place, and moved to the fort 
. of Bindwaftnee, ■ which is twelve cofs from Jinjee then .marching 
by Velore, a fort equal to Ahmednuggur, reached the' neighbour- 
-hood of Jinjee. As MuttUllub Khan,, who came with Dulput 
Raow, had an imperial firmaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble- 
. man advanced to meet it fome diftance from his camp, the foldiers 
. of which received new h’fe from the tteafure and provilions, having 
long been in extreme want. Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed 

■ RaoW Dulput to the command of his right wing, , he went to recon- 
. noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a fally, the raow 

detached a fmall body, who cut many of them to pieces. 

- Roh Oollah Khan, who had returned , to the imperial camp 
after being obliged to raife the iiege of Wakin Kerah, was taken 
• dangerouflyi ill ; and feeing death . approach, fent this verie to 

■ AurUngzebe : ** The broken-hearted in the night of abfence, his 

■ *' life halleningito the clofe: with what pangs muft he die who 

' ■ “ cannot 
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« cannot fee thee f'\The. emperor repaired ''to -his houfe without 
delay, and on his arrival being announced, the dying -chief exclaim- 
ed in verfe, ** With what fatishidion does the fubjeft quit the 
** world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence !”J 
He expired inftantly after uttering this, and^the emperor retired 
much affeaed at the lofs of fo old and faithful a minifler. The date 
of bis death is included in the following verfes : “ The. navob, the 
" beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the blafl: of 
** death extinguifhed the lamp of.his life, the heavens wept, and, 
“ mourning, faid, ,‘LIfe hath left the world.” Sippedar Khan, tlie 
fecond fon of Khan Jehaun, jWas raifed to the rank of three thou- 
iand, with the government of^the province of Aleabad. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh, with Jumlat al Moolk 
Aflud^Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjec, Zoolfeccar 
Khan and other amras went to pay their refpedls, and accompany 
his highnefs to the fpot fixed for his encampment. The khan was 
himfelf Rationed oppofite the great gateway of > the fort, and a 
rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the place. The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk. w'as fixed 
toward the hill of Solungvverum, near the redoubt of Kifhenghur, 
which joins to the fort, about a cols and a lialf from Zoolfeccar 
Khan’s poft, and a trench thrown up round it. Ifmaeel Khan 
Mukh, with 'others, was ported on the road of Carnatieghur behind 
the fort. Near Shytaundoeh, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had a communication with the woods, and procured fupplieSj 
Kaker Khan was rtationed to prevent them. 

As the enemy frequently at night difturbed the prince’s camp by 
throwing rockets, Zoolfeccar Khan ported a body of his own troops 
as an outpoft, when they ceafed their infolence. SLx thoufand of 
the enemy made a fally from the gate facing the baggage camp, 

and 


• A pun on Ills name, it fignifying foul or life. 
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and were repulfeti by Zoolfeccar Khan with Raow Dulput and other 
officers, who purfued them clofe to 'the gate with great daughter. The 
prince and Affud Khan moved^nearer to Zoolfeccar Klian, and fyed 
Lefhkar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet in with 
great fury ; grain again became exceedingly fcarce, and the conftant 
duties of the fiege beyond meafure fatiguing to^ the troops. The 
enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the poll of Mahum- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops ; but, by the timely fuc- 
cour of Dulput Rao\y, were again repulfed with great daughter. 

i . ‘ 

At the concluHon of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand’ horfe, advanced for the affiftance of Rama to 
the reliefof Jmjeej upon which, as there were not troops fufficient 
to keep up the blockade and at the Tame time oppofe the enemy in 
the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall feveral of 
the detached polls to the main body. Orders were inftantly dif- 
patched to the different amras for this purpofe, upon which fyed 
Lefhkar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but,Ifmaeel 
Klian Mukh, who was on^ the other face of the fort, made fome 
delay, and.his followers were employed in coUefting their baggage 
when Dhunnah arrived. The khan" upon this formed his people as 
well as he could, and moved towards the camp, but was attacked on 
the march by Dhunnah's army and a large body of the enemy from 
the fort, with whom he fuftained a running fight to'thepoft of Kaker 
Khan, when night coming on the battle ceafed, but with the lofs of 
great part of his men killed and taken prifbners. In the morning, 
the khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a 
pafs, was himfelf wounded and taken prifbner, but releafed foon 
after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend- 
fhip. ' 

‘All communication between the prefence and this army having 
been long flopped, various idle reports of the emperor’s illneis and 



88 


AURUNGZEBE’j 'OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


even death prevailed. The prince, on account of the advance of 
the' enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to believe fuch 
tales, confulted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice to make terms with the enemy, and, having confined 
Affud ad Dowlah and Zoolfeccar Khan, to aft independantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince relblved to join him, and fuddenly 
ordered out ins followers and baggage for march ; but Affiid Khan 
being informed of this rafli mcafure, fent immediate advice of it to 
Zoolfeccar Khan, allb a mellage to the prince, requefring to know 
the caufe of his preparing his troops m the night. To this an 
anfwer vias Tent back, that he had received intelligence of the 
enemy’s intending to make a night attack. Jumlat al Moolk re- 
plied, that the alarm was 61 fe, and defired that the troops might 
retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be polled, as other 
preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and difliearten the 
army. 

I 1 

The prince learning that AlTud Khan was upon his guard, and 
had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmifs 
his troops, and defer the execution of his plan to another “oppor- 
tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by his father of the 
prince’s conduft, collefted all his officers, and remained under arms 
during the night. In the morning, after burlling as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of tlie enemy from 
the fort," after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deffroy 
the work', while another attacked the line on its march. 

Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his father, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the prince’s plan Ihould take effeft' 
the emperor would be very jiiftly dffpleafed. fo that it would be 
moll advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confine- 
ment. This being agreed upon, Affud Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan, 

and 
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and otlier amras, palling by the audiencd tent, and from thence 
upon their elephants within the netting, threw down the Ikreens 
of the dewan khaneh. - The prince’s fervants were 1 alarmed, and 
the attendants of the mahal fired feme mufquetry. 1 

The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con- 
fufedly from the fquare of the women’s apartments, when fomc 
foot foldiers belonging to Jellall Khan feizing his hands, brought 
him without his flioes before Jumlat al MooUc. , Dulput Raovtr 
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upon his elephant, feating himfclf behind in the khow- 
affeh. Aflud Khan now addrefled the prince, telling him that the 
late rumours were falfe, as the emperor was in health ; 'allb, that 
he had a£ted In fuch a manner as would not only difgrace himfelf, 
but bring fhame upon his grey hairs. The enemy by their feints 
kept the camp in conllant alarm all this day. As it was not fafe to 
leave the prince in his own tents, Afliid Khan brought him to his,' 
and having performed the cufiomary compliments upon his alight- 
ing, ordered every thing neceffary for his accommodation. Syed 
Leflikar Khan was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 
thf mahal were placed feparately. 

Intelligence arrived that Suntah was following.Dhunnah, and 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from Kinjee, and that Alimer- 
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppole him, thinking himfelf 
fuperior. Suntah had a .very large force; and, in the aifiion, a 
numerous body of Bhela foot, which the khan had hired, deferred 
to the enemy, fo that he was obliged to fly, and attempted to 
regain the pod: of Kinjee, but was taken priibner with many of his 
officers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were 
plundered. 
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SuntaK arrived ‘ftiortly after this at Jinjee, and the enemy 
amounted now to twenty thoufind horfc, be/ides the garriron of the 
place. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably em- 
ployed in guarding the prince and the charge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were difgufted, and would not flir out of their 
lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of two thoufand, with 
fome others, feigning illnefs, Ikulked with the baggage. Zool- 
feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Scrafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Tooranee, Raow Kanoo Mliaratta, and fome other*’ chiefs, vvith 
about two thoufand horfe, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de- 
feated them, fo that they could make no imprefiion. 

.r 'The fcarchy of grain became now fo great in the camp, as to 
be intolerable : upon which Zoolfeccar IChan with his brave friends 
marched to procure fupphesat the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cofs 
from Jinjee, and arrived during the night. The Tooran Moguls, 
under cover of the dark, plundered the corn merchants, and proper 
order was loft by the impatience of the troops. In the morning, the 
Idian colIe€ring what was left, returned tow'ards the camp. The 
enemy had colleiled at Dcoee to oppofc'him, and attacked on all 
quarters. Raow Dulput on the flank repeatedly rcpulfed them, 
afllfted the front when hard prefled, and often took charge of the 
rear. This night was pafled near Jinjee, and in? the morning the 
enemy in great force charged on all quarters, firing fo quickly, that' 
the grain merchants were thrown into confufion. Their markfmen 
aimed chiefly at the amras’ elephants, and many fliot pafled over 
Raow Dulput, whoalfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of 
the enemy s officers. The bullocks with grain now funk into the 
mud in croffing a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horie could 
move but with fiownefs ' and difficulty. The ammunition was 
alfo nearly expended. At this junaure, moft of Raow Dulput’s 
cavalry moved to the right, where was a found road, and thus 
became feparated from the infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe 

remained 
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remained round the raow’s elephant. The enemy feeing this, 
detadied a party of their foot to -an eminence near, who fired fo 
quick, that matters became defperate. The raow had flopped to help 
die camels and bullocks out of the fwamp, and during this the reft 
of the troops had marched on. The raow, determined to fell his 
life dearly, flood, firmly, and fliortly after was joined by Serafrauz 
IChan Dekkanec with five or fix thoufand horlc, when he chargedi 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile ; then 
halting till the bullocks were difengaged from the fwamp, he flowly 
followed the baggage. The firing now became lef> frequent, and 
being arrived at a brook, where fome fmall pieces of artillery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them ftrong nipc^, which having put 
round the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy, were ap- 
palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards jinjee. Zoolfeccar 
IChan ^arrived at the camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to 
Affud Khan the raow’s behaviour, on which he conferred many 
praifes. 

^ . 1 If 

. „ The fupply now brought was but fmall, and the-fcarcity foon 
became again diftrefling. Some of the followers 'Ventured to the 
enemy’s camp with money, and were allowed to buy fufiicient for a ' 
meal, which they ate on the fpot, but not to bring the finalleft 
quantity away. The enemy from morning till night daily made 
attacks on the camp, in which was now neither provifions, money, 
nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccour, fo that allairs 'werc' reduced to 
the hft pitch of diftrefs. At this alarming crifis, ' Rama, conmiiy 
to the advice of all his chiefs, propofed a truce, that the army ' 
fliould move to Bindwaflnee, when he* would prepare a proper 
offering for his majcfly. Dulpxit RaXyW repeatedly advifed Alliid 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Klian againfl’ compliahee, obftrving, that it 
could only be attended <by difgrace, and offering to advance ' thirty 
or forty thoufand rupees for the immediate ufe of the troops, it 
being fafer at all events to wait a 'few days longer, and expeft ' 

2 relief 
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand, 
all the foldiers. particularly the artillery, declared tltey \sould not 
remain another day, as they muft inevitably die of hunger; fo that 
A0ud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and make 
a truce. ^ 

Aflud Khan tvith the prince moved at twelve o’clock tlie next 
day, but the horfes, camels, and otlier animals of tlie camp, were 
fo weakened by famine, that they could not take atvay the baggage, 
great part of w’hich was fet fire to, and much left on the ground. 
The hlharatta foldiers came into the camp freely, and feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind fhould be fifely conveyed to them ; 
but about a thoufand of them followed the army on the march, and 
plundered the ftraggling follow’ers. The exhaufted troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwaftnee, and grain was procured. News now 
arrived that Cafim Khan \vas advanced as far as Cavereepauk with 
large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely ftielter in a fort with his convoy. Zoolfeccar Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwaftnee, marched to Cafim 
Khan’s ailiftance, and brought the fupplies in fafety to his camp. 
Th^^ reports which had prevailed were now happUy contradidted, 
and'thc troops infpired with new confidence. As feverai zemin- 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
fcccar Khan and Cafim Khan, liaving marched, coUedted con- 
fi.deca.ble ftwsw ‘Wh.t'n we.'ws the fiege oi 

Jinjee being raifed reached him, the emperor Wa? greatly diipleafed, 
arid ordered the prince and Aflud Khan to his prefence. Great 
favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs Ihewn to 
the latter. This j ear a fortification was begun round Begumpore 
at Aurungabad, to protedt it from the Mharattas. 
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^ -( When Zoolfeccar IChan, upon raifing the fiege of Jmjee, re- 
moved to Bindwaflnee, the enemy poilefled themfeives of feveral 
fmall forts. i He now marched to regain them, and ftorming the 
fort of PennacoU, put the garrifon to the Bvord. He after thh 
alfo took many fortified temples, which, abound through both the 
Carnatics, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Mahummedan conquefts.^ When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
zemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable offering, witli requefts 
of afiiflance to recover feveral places which the raja^ of Tanjore had 
taken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with the requeft, and 
obliged the Tanjoree to reftore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly 
was^an infantj^and the power of the ftate veiled in his mother, a 
woman of great abilities, who conduced affairs with a mafculinc 
courage. Here is a fumptuous temple, built by tlie rajas, on the 
banks of the Caverce. ^ 

. . i 

Zoolfeccar Khan overran Tanjore, took much plunder and a 
very large contribution from the raja; after which he demanded one 
f from the zemindar of Palimcote, ,but he ufing many evafions, the 
khan befieged the place, which held out, the inliabitants making 
. j feveral. bold failles, for five days; when, Raow Dulput, with the 
lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got poffeflion of the town, and the polygars 
- evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept- 
1 ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap- 
ture of this poft, pkced tannas in Annetwaul, and returned to the 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet 
Naircj he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to be put to death ; v^hich was done by flratagem, as he was too 
^powerful to be pumfhed openly. All his women burnt with him. 
His effeas were plundered by the troops. ‘ 

Afliid Khan was now called to the prefence, and again reftored 
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan having fent, under the 
■' " charge 
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charge of Syed ICubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars of 
Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguidied by promotion and other 
honours. The emperor with the royal family went to pafs the 
Ramazan at Beejapore, and left the charge of the grand camp to 
Affud IChan. At this time, the wells in the city of Beejapore dried 
up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
a diftance. 

The prince Mahummud Mauzim, with his family, had long 
been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fufFered greatly 
from his father’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azim Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indifpofed with a dropfy, and fomc ill conduft of the prince 
Kaum Bukhfli had caufed him to be kept alfo in flrift confinement. 
At length the emperor, moved by their difirefies and paternal af- 
fe€Uon, ordered the prince's tents to be pitched without tlic Rug- 
gelah Bar, and permitted them more liberty. After this they were 
gradually reilored to their jaghircs and commands. The prince 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured wdih the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and government of Cabul. On taking leave, he wtis permitted to 
beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras were alfo 
fent with him. The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve co6 from Sholapore, on the banks of the 
Bcemrah river. 

Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Vclorc, and had reduced 
the place to great diflrefs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached 
tvith a coniiderable army to its relief. Dhunnah arrived firfl, and 
the’ khan having fent his baggage and women, under char'^e of 
Know Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofi diftant, marched to 
oppofc the enemy; ^yho then retired to Tirivaddec, where they 
furrounded Saadutmund Khan Ghoree, the fojedaur, but the khan 
arriving fpeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he 
returned to recommence the fiegc. 


Suntah 
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' Suntah following Dhunnah, arrived in the Beejapore Carnatic, 
where Cafim Khan, the fojedaur, joined by IGianehzad Khan and 
Aimun Oollah Khan, prepared to oppofe him ; but the zemindars 
joining Suntah, he was greatly fuperior to the royalifts. Calim Khan 
fled to the fort of Dundoore, but there being Icarce any provifions m 
the place, many men, elephants, camels, horfes, and bullocks, began 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off j and about a 
month had paffed in this diftreffed fituation, when a capitulation 
was unavoidably entered into. The effeils, |Whieh had efcaped the 
plunder in the field, were all given up to the enemy, and the troops 
came out in a mod: wretched and familhed fituation.' Cafim Khan 
died during the 'blockade : the other amras, after recruiting them- 
felves and men at Adonee, moved to die prelcnce i but die emperor, 
being much difpleafed, would not^admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various places. Khanehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar of Mahummudabad Bieder; SufRhekun Khan fojedaur of 
Dhamounee; Mahummud Moraud Khan fojedaur of Goderch in 
Guzarats and Ram Chund, fon of Raow Dulput, kelladaar of 
Ghur Nummoona } but he fled from thence to his lather’s zemin- 
daree with intention of taking forcible poffeffion ; upon which the 
emperor fent orders to the fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 
Iiim prifoner, or put him to death. 

Suntah after his viftoty moved towards jinjee j when Zoolfeccar 
Khan marching from Arcot gave him a total defeat near the fort of 
Arnee. Himmut Khan, fon of Khan Jehaun Bahadur, bemg fent 
to the aid of Khanehzad Khan, was killed by an arrow in an action 
with the enemy, and loon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial 
camp. Aurungzebe did him the honour of a vifit in his lalt mo- 
ments. His fortune v\as confifeated to the treafury, but the amount 
did not anfwer evpedlations. He was a nobleman of true dignity ; 
and, being the emperor’s foller brother, thought himfelf fupefior 
to all the other amras. He was expenfivciy magnificent in his equi- 
pages. 
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paees, lioufcs, and attendants- He ufed great freedotn of fpeech 
with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees, 
particularly, when on afldng his‘ advice in the' affairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free ftrain of cenfure on the imperial operations. 

A. H. II 1 1. This year was* employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun- 
A.D. 1699, dered Dekkan in parties, as far as Bahaghaut. 


A. H. II 12,. • Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving his baggage at Arcot, marched to, 
A.D. 1700. colledl contributions, which he exacted from the zemindars of Tan- 
jorc and other diftrifts ; but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftine : divifioris had happened 
among the Mliaratta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place, 

Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed plans* of treafon againll him. Upon this, 1 Rama 
, difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own and 'Dhunnah’s. troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them, 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, -and Suntah returned to his 
own country, much difpleafed at their treatment; but he was 
killed in a furprize fhortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and lent it to the emperor. Dhunnah 
now acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, llama’s minifter; but Per/cram, 
another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fon, 
• and his uncle Herjce Hindoo Raow. 


At this time Rama entreated .peace on certain conditions,: and 
rent his ron Ketrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
Mian, who forwarded his petition to court, and 'encamped durimr 
the rams at Bindvvaftnee. The emperor would not Men to Rama’s 
offers of fubmiOion, but ordered Zoolfeccar Khan to commence the 



aurungzebe's operations in dekkan, 


97 


Hege of'^Jinjee; upon which Kerrun was fcnt back to his father. 
Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title of NufTerut Jung; 
upon which he made a great feaft, and conferred rich prefents upon 
his officers and troops. ' 

NufTerut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of which 
he began the fiege without delay. He himfelf chofe the poft of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was ftationed before the gateway 
and on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah -between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt whidi was taken by ftorm two days 
after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaun 
Dooee, and NufTerut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inftant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this pafTage ; but, 
like many other generals, he wifhed to prolong the war. Indeed 
the total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effefted 
with eafe many years before, but riie amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecrctly affifled each other to draw out the war to a never ending 
length, for their own) advantage;’ alfo dreading, that when the 
emperor fhould have finally reduced Hekkan, he would carry his 
arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeablc 
to the nobility, who did not wifh to encounter the hardihips of the 
north* ^ 

Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjorc. 
Raow Dulput, who was Rationed near the gateway, carried his 
approaches ito Kifhen Ghur/ which joins to Jinjee, and ^vas ad- 
vanced near the wall, when Zoolfeccar Khan r thought proper to 
recall him to his own poft, and Daood Khan was ftationed at 
Chuttun Ghur, A perfon having found out a path which led 
through the woodsrinto .the fort, communicated his difcovery to 
Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fome attendants to furvey it, 
and finding it pafTable, the ftorm was immediately ordered. Raow 
Dulput with his followers foon gained the outer \vall in ipite of 
VoL. II. o all 
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all oppofition ; upon which the befieged fled towards the citadel, 
called Calicote, but the Raajepootes were too fwift for them, and 
put to death great numbers; alfo taking five elephants belonging 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a budding called Raujei. 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun Dooee, which had been bricked up, 
was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people. 

Daood Khan alfb entered at another part, and the inhabitants 
here afked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe 
plunder fell to the vigors. Rama’s family having barricadoed 
themfelves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of Jinjee, entreated 
terms; upon which Zoolfeccar Khan came himfclf to the gate, 
and fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them afliirances 
of protection and good treatment. Palanquins were Cent foe the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from violence; 
butone of Rama’s wives, fearing ddhonour, Arew herfelf from the 
top of the wall, and was dafhed to pieces on the rocks below. 

. Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to coUedt the plunder and 
pofl guards j but the other amras returned to their feveral ftations. 
About four tboufand women and children were takem but very few 
fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for the whole of the for- 
tifications, though there arc fix forts and a large town, extenlive 
tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given 
orders for the repau- of the fort and an invefUgatioft of the private 
paths', appointed Ghuzzunfir'Khan kclladaar for the prefent, and 
came out with Rama's women and children under his own pro- 
tedtion, to the camp. 

f 

' A n Imperial camp ^vas overflowed by the riling of the 

.1701, Beemrah, and great numbers of people drowned ; but at length his 
majefiy penned a devoutprayer, which upon being thrown into the 
water, it fell inftantly. The prince Bahadur Shaw was appointed 
to the government of Cabul* 


Zoolfeccar 
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,t Zbolfeccar lOian Nuflcrut Jung was called to the prefence 
froniArcot. i The emperor marched in-perfon againft the enemy, 
and after ttkingjin three days the fort of Buflhnt Gurrah, fat down 
before Sittarrah, , a place of great ftrength. Bhaow Killina, a 
Mharatta chief, with fifteen thoufand horfe, croffed the river Ner- 
budda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftridts, 
retreated. This was the firft time that a Mharatta chief had ven- 
tured to extend their depredations acrols the Nerbudda. Hanoo, 
Suntah’s fon, with 'Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
Kaow, in conjunftion had coUedted grea't riches by then incurfions, 
and Rama, at the head of a vaft body, allb committed great excefles 
in the imperial foubah of Berar. , . / . r 

I ■> I ' j I * »! ' - 

<, Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to punilh thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfeccar Klian i who, leaving liis heavy baggage 'at Sholapore, 
met tlie prince near, the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of 
Rama, who ' fled before him, by the road of Pomndeh, and crolTed 
the Beemrah into his own country. Dhunnah with other chiels 
marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 
and had the khan not followed by very quick marches, they would 
moft probably have plundered it. ,On the day of his approach they 
fled towards Sittarrah Ghur, and being arrived near the royal camp, 
attempted the plunder of the grand granaries j but Zoolfeccar Khan 
cntcm^ wp, tkeoa. a total defeat. The evetiwg <af the battle 
Eeheramund Khan, roeer bukhfhi, joined the khan, 'and requefted 
that he would permit him to take the credit of the viftory, in order 
to give him reputation with the emperor. The khan cpnfented ; 
and accordingly the bukhfhi and his followers were honoured with 
the royal thanks and honorary drefles. Some days after, Zoolfeccar 
Khan requefted an audience, and was gracioufly received by, the 
emperor, who difpatched him with otheci amras to -obferve the 
enemy, and prevent them from committing excefles on the baggage 
camp at Birmahpore. On his arrival, he. learned that Ouzbuk 
O 2 Khan, 
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Khan, with'a large convoy of money and provifions, was arrived at 
Roigurrah, twelve cofs off, but had halted, not darmg to advance 
throu-'h fear of the enemy, who were on the watch for fo rich a 
prizef The khan upon thi marched to join him ; then leaving the 
Lggage under his charge,. purfued the enemy four and twenty cofs 
from the rooming untU nine o’clock at night, not giving them the 
fmallell: refpite or himfelf refrefliment. He then returned, and 
condufting the convoy in fafety to Birmahpore, halted fome time in 
that neighbourhood. 

, ) X * ' 

Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of the fmall pox, was 
fucceeded by his fan Kemin. who furvived him but a few days, 
and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infant of only two years. 
Under the guardianihip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his 
refidence with his charge in the fortrcfs of Kalneh, and was unani- 
moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. NulTerut Jung purfued a body 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and crofled the Beemrah at Tuljapore, 
•into their country. t 

Ruttun Sbg, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been fent by his 
fothcr to manage his zemindaree, kept back the revenues to his own 
ufe; upon which Gopal Sing complained to the emperor, who 
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but he would not obey. 
However after fome time he made his fubmiflions, through Mukh- 
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Mahummedan 
faith j which pleafing Aurungzebe, lie conferred upon him his fa- 
ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difgufted at this, fled from the 
fultan Bedar Bukht’s camp, and endeavoured to recover his country 
"by rebellion j but, not fucceeding, he fought a flielter in the rana 
of Odipore’s dominions. The emperor at this time fhewed but 
little favour to his faithful and mod ufeful fubjecds the Raajepootes, 
which greatly cooled their ardour for his fervice.* < ; 


Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar, after crofling at Tuljaporc, purfued the enemy A. H. 1115. 
"wherever they fled, and had feveral levere engagements, in all A. D. 1703. 
which he w^as vidorious. Diflentions had happened between Dhun- 
nah and Ranoo; but they now law it their intereft to^unitc, and 
agreed to meet for a reconciliation, and to form a plan of operations, 
near Koolburga. iThe khan, having purfued Dhunnali to'thc neigh- 
bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched 
towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference 
fixed upon by tlie t^vo chiefs. Dhunnah upon this ventured to en- 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
vaft body to join him, at Firofeabad, eight cofs from Koolburga. 

Being reconciled, the two chiefs formed a regular camp, near the 
ruined fort of Firofeabad, on the banks of the Beemrah. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, though his force' was comparatively fmall with that of the 
enemy, which conflfted of thirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de- 
feated them, and, at ‘length, after a Ipace of eight months, they 
were rendered unable to keep the field, and feparating their forces, 
took ftielter in the woods. After a continuance of fome months, 

Ranoo went towards Pemalleh, and Dhunnah towards Wakin Kerah. 

The khan, upon intelUgcnce of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his 
right, marched, ,and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be- 
longing to the emperor. The rains now ftt in, and the horfes, 
elephants, and camels ■ had been fo harafied by conftant marching 
.as to’be quite unfervlceable. The khan had in this laft campaign, 
in marches, 'Countermarches, and purfuits, moved above two thou- 
fand cofs, fo that'the* whole army was exccflively fatigued. Intel- 
ligence now arrived, that a body of the enemy committed depreda- 
tions between Birmahpore and the royal camp ; upon which the 
emperor ordered the khan to take poft where he thought proper 
between thefe two Rations, to keep open the communication. The 
khan adted accordingly, ftiifting his ground from place to place, as 
he faw occafion, Daood Khan Punnec detached from him to 

the 
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the fojedaury of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo tlut but a very fmall forca 
remained. 

The emperor was Rill engaged in bcReging the fort of Sittarrah 
Ghur, which yet held out againR his arms with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily lupplies by private roads. The 
befieged alfo made fcveral fallics by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lofs. ' 

Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were fprung, and blew up about 
four hundred of the be/ieged who were Rationed upon the vviills of 
the fort; but Terbeut Khan having ncgleifted to give proper infor- 
mation to the troops in the batteries, about three thoufand of tliem, 
with fcveral chiefs of note, were killed by the cxplofion ; which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal difplcafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole army, as every one had loR a relation or friend. 
The governor of the fort, finding it vain to Rand out longer, begged 
quarter; and, at the intercefiion^of fultan Bedar Bnkht, \\*as par- 
doned, and promoted -to the rank of five thoufand. The emperor 
named this fort Azim Tarrahj and, after fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to bcficge Perice, another Rrong fortrefs not far diRant,. 
Fattch OoUah Khan was commanded to conduft the fiegc, and 
having found an opportunity of planting wooden la4ders on the 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an 
unfuccefsful Rorai; but the enemy Ibon after fubmitted on capitu- 
lation. which was granted by his majeRy. at the intcrceffion of tlie 
prince Mahummud Azim Shaw. This place ^vas named by the ^ 
emperor Norufs Tarrah. 

After this, the emperor marched, though in the height of the 
, rains, which was fo diftreffing to the army, that even many noble- . 
men were obliged fo travel on foot. He halted for fome days at 
’ Bhofegurrah, 
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Bhofegurrah, which was’neW named Iflaum Tarrah: the prince 
Azim Shaw was fent to Malwa, as tlie rana had Ihewn iigns of 
difaffeiSion by giving flielter to Gopal Sing Chanderaowt, and a 
rebellion in j that quarter was cxpcfled, more efpecially as Shujaut 
Khan, the governor of Ajmere, was lately dead, and a new one 
not yet appointed. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent to 
corredt the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the prefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifti him on his march. ^ Upon this account 
he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered to 
take upon him the govemment'of Guzarat. ' 

1 

. Dulput Roy was honoured widn the command of the advancdd 
body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood Khan Pun- 
nee s and though he had before kept up a force out of his own 
purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occafion greatly encreafed 
the number for his own reputation. 

j 

' The emperdr moved to encamp at Khouaflpore for the remain- 
der of the rains, which were fo violent, that the camp was over.^ 
flowed by the river, and a great number of people and cattle 
perifhed. ’The waters rofe up to tlic gate of the royal mufic room, 
and danger was apprehended ’to the apartments of his majefly, who 
was at this time much indifpofed with a fore in the right foot, 
which reiifted all the power of medicine, and was very painful. 

1 ' * 

The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad for the 
liege of Pernalleh, and Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to attend him. 
He accordmgly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted fome 
time on account of the overflowing of the waters ; but repeated in- 
llruftions coming from court to proceed, the pnnee at length moved 
by forced marches, ‘and fat down before' Pemalleh.' Zoolfeccar 
Khan made an excurCon as far as the fort of Khalneh. The^ 

emperor 
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emperor moved from Khouaflpore to Moorje, in order to give 
inftruaions and affift the fiege. 

Dhunnah with a great body of Mharattas having plundered in 
the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hummeed ad Dten Kh^an 
and Munaim Khan were detached againft hun ; but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, ^d 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their alfiftance. The enemy fled 
immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far 
as Jugoanee in Beejapore, when they made a ftand, and were de- 
feated with great lofs. The next day a frelh body appeared, and 
Raow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, witli 
' mueh flaughter. Zoolfeccar Klian after this moved back with fpeed 
to Pcmalleh, lefr the enemy fliould attempt to difturb the fiege of 
that .place. 

All the Mharatta chiefs after feme time united under Ram 
Chund Pundit, and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and travellers without 
mercy. A number of grain merchants coming with provilions, the 
enemy furrounded them at Rollapore, only five cols from the camp ; 
upon which the prince lent Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their allilt- 
ance } but the enemy being in great force, he could only a€l upon 
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, who imme- 
diately difpatchcd NulTerut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing 
Harrah to Ills relief. Raow Dulput arriving firll, his Raajepootes 
killed about four hundred of the enemy’s foot. Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole night, and in the morning the 
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was muc^h diflrelTcd this year, by fatiguing 
marches, fcarcity of provilions,* and other inconveniencies. 


Ghazi 
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GhaziadDien Khan being recalled irom Deogur to the pre- A.H.ni6. 
fence, was ordered to purfue Ranoo, who committed depredations A. D. I7®4* 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburga; and alfo to punifli Ponapah 
Finder, the raow of Wakih Kerah. Ghazi ad Dien marched 
towards Koolburga, and the emperor to carry on the fiege of Per- 
nalleh witli greater vigour, Muckhfs Khan, fecond bukfhi, died, 
and Khanehzad Khan, fon of Roh Oollah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad, was honoured with his- father's title and the office 
of grand fteward of the imperial houfehold. When the emperor 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the pnncc with all his officers 
received the honour of an audience. Abou Honffiin, the depofed 
king of Hyderabad, died at this time in his confinement in the for- 
trefs of Dowlutabad. Dhurmah and other Mharatta chiefs, ad- 
vanced to the grand baggage camp at Birmahpore, and the enemy 
even invaded Khandeffie and the province of Malwa, Zoolfeccar 
Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. 

Jumlat al Moolk Affiid Khan was recalled to the prefence, and 
Ghazi ad Dien IChan entrufted with the 'charge of the' baggage 
camp in his room. The fort of Pemalleli was at length taken, 
after which the emperor moved with the grand camp,^ and cantoned 
in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah Butchgaum. Beheramund 
Khan was fent to befiege the fort of Chundun Munduti, which the 
enemy marched to relieve ; but Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the 
night, when it rained very hard, came upon their army by furprize, 
and defeated them. The emperor now marched to bdfiege the fort 
of Khalneh, and \yas'pleafed to exalt Affiid Khaii to the title of 
ameer al amra. 

A 

- Zoolfeccar Khan again defeated a great body of Mharaitas 
in the neighbourhood of Porundeh, and at feveral other places. 

During tins purfuit, he pafled through ♦part of Berar, which was 
much laid wafle by the enemy 5 but they had fpared fbme pergun- 
Vou II. P ' nahs. 
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the zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the 
choute. The landholders of Berar and Khandefhe joined the 
enemy, to the number of fixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force but Imall, and‘AIimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Bcnir, durft not'ihove from Elichpore, the capital of the pro- 
vince, out of dread of the enemy ; upon which the khan marched 
to within ten cofs of that city, and fummoned him to join; which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmrfled. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fervice, would not com- 
ply^with his requeft. 

One day, the khan having made a tedious forced march, 'came 
to an eminence where he dcfigned to halt for the night; hut per- 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was 'difpatchcd to attack 
it with hh advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupport him 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
fled feventeen cofs wiTHout once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the* khan’s arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited' by Khodabundeh Khan,' 
fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifleh Khan, but this nobleman 
would not move the fmallefl: diftance with inm out of his dilbiftsl 
fo that Zoolfeccar Khan vv'as left with not more than three thoufand 
horfe. Notwithftanding, he ftill purfued the enemy, who amounted 
to about fixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the Hyder- 
abad country. It is the cuftom of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 
the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefent 
crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Sing 
Harrah and Dulput Raow. 

2oolfecc!ir having in the purfuit expended-moft of his ammu- 
nition, found it advifcabic to retire to Mahummudabad Binder for 
frclii fupplics, which having procured, he aglin marched after the 
enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 
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rirer-Baumgunga j'> after which they icparated, and fled to the hills 
in different: bodies.' .-.They foon , again-threatened Berar, but 
feccar JChan,;:by -.forced ' marches, advanced -.to the. borders of that 
proyince;i vvheh.they thought, proper -to retreat. 'At, this time,, from 
the^river Nerbudda, through ■ aU tDekkan,-ltnandefhe, Berar, and 
Kokun,- in every .diftridt, the Mharattas fwarmerf like. ants or Iqcufts. 

Itmay not be unneceffaty. to. mentipn the caufcs of the encreale of 
thefe‘ plunderers;, who, .^oiigh , always • defeated by. the royal troops 
in the -field,- yet by their .fudden. xnroa'ds; often laid whole .diftrifls ' 
walle, 'before armies could arrive to pUnHh them;..' ^ ‘ j 


...,In the reign, of- Shaw Jehaun the government ,of provinces was 
lodged with'amras of theifirft rank,„who kept a large.force.onfoot,. 
but were -now j held . By .new” nobles, c^.of.i^erior, rank,, poor, and 
rapacious, who^hegledfdd to * maintain .proper -.tmops, .and at, the 
. f^e.time opprelTed^the peopIe, The/zemindars, .would not, obey 
.fbjediaurswithout troops,, and .became rebellious, aiidremifs in their 
payments., ^.As-^e fbjedaurs. could not/orce •them,^^ey,wbre glad 
■tq.contenit themlfelves with^.what they could ,get; and.in^drder to 
‘lead .a -quiet^life, .entered into . fecret agreements .with .them;, and 
w.inked.at their difobedience, which made tliem ftill more , i^olent. 


< .Tn the countries' dependant on Hyderabad and Beejapore, which.' 
before their conqueft: maintained above two hundred .thoufarid hqrfe, 
^ere' were not , how Rationed :above .thirty , four thoufand, Tjie 
jaghiredars. could not get pofieffipn of their jaghires .for want of 
troops £,.pnd '.if they did, /their ■ holding them for any time 'was,fo 
uncertain, that they did not coniider tlie .cafe,, of the fiirmerSr but 
opprefled them for ^^ney by every-mode tliat avarice could devife, 
^9 combinations, with the enemy. While the 

newly conquered, cpuntriw! were .thus .unfettled, . the , antient terri- 
tbries of De^an were not lefs troubled by'the tyranny of governors;, 
and ^e .frequent changes /pf them and the jaghiredars, who were’ 
' " ' ' ■ ^ z obliged 
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obliged 'not only to fupply their own neceflities, hut fumilh 'large 
bribes to the civil officers about the court. It was'reprefented to 
the emperor, that the zemindars were in confederacy 'ndth the 
enemy j upon' which he ordered all their weapons of defence to he 
feized, and this leftathem an ea(y prey to invaders, whom at lalt 
they joined for felf-fecurity. 

I . ) . f . , 

. Contributions tyere then collefled in lieu of-regular revenues, 
•and the parties fent every where to colledl fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excels. Added to this, the col- 
leflors of the odious religious capitation, forced mdlions from the 
ftrmers, and accounted but for fmall fums with the royal treafuty. 
Whenever the emperor appointed a" jagliiredar, the Mharattas ap- 
pointed another to the fbme dillridt, and both colledlcd as they 
found op'^rtunitys fo that, in fadt, every place had two mafters. 
The farmers, thus oppreffed, left off cultivating more ground than 
would barely fubfifl them, and in their turns became plunderers 
for wanfbf employment. 

***** „ 

The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fortreffes, 
they were- left without any refource but plunder, out of which they 
paid a fhare to their chief, the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difafiedlcd zemindars joined them, fo that they amounted to above 
an hundred thoufand horfe. The hnperial amras, deprived of their 
revenues from the jaghires, had recourfe to falfe mullers, and’did 
not keep up above half their, compliments of men; fo that detach- 
ments could not be fent every where to .punifh the invaders, and 
the grand anny was always employed in ficges, which left the 
'Mharattas at liberty, to plunder almoll withqut moleftation, but 
particularly during the Cege of Khalneh, tHo? exceffes were un- 
bounded. They flopped every communication of fupply to the 
imperial camp, where numbers peridied by famine; and their info- 
lence grew to fuch a pitch, that they once a week offered up mock 

prayers 
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prayers for the long life of Anrungzebe, fvhofe mode of making 
svar was fo favourable to their invalions and depredations. Added 
to this, the imperial troops were tired out with. a conftant cainpaign 
of above twenty years, and grew difgufled and remils m_. their duty, 

Zoolfeccar Khan, during fix months, had nineteen aflions with 
the enenyi, and purfued them from place to place, above tliree 
thoufand cofs, in marches' and countermarches. 

1 Zoolfeccar Khan encamped for fbme'time near Satoor, and theri A. H, 1117 
made incurlions to the neighbourhood of Kundaneh, where the A. 0.1705 
Mharattas had' fixed the'ir cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now 
fell into the emperor's hands, when, notwithllanding tlie height of 
the rains, he moved to Bahadur Ghur. This march was/attended 
with fo many inconveniences, that even the emperor’s tents were 
often left far in the rear, and bodies of the enemy plundered part 
of the baggage, 'which, through the fatigue of the elephants, 
camels, and bullocks, were left behind in differentjiplaces.'^ ZooU 
feecar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggur in purfuit 'of the 
enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter. , Behe- 
ramund Khan, meer bukhlhi, one of Aurungzebe’s oldeft nobility 
and 'friends, dying was buried at his own requeft in a fmall 
tomb at Bahadur Ghur. He was fucceeded in his office by Zool- 
feccar Khan Nufferut Jung, who, notwithllanding this appoint- 
ment, continued in the command of the army againft the Mharattas, 
and Mutt’ullub Khan ailed as hisyeputy in the prefence. 

“ The depredations 'of a large body of the enemy near the royal 
camp were encreafing dady, and fomc of the imperial elephants’ 
were carried off fronfflieir foraging ground, at only two cols 'diflant 
from it. Mahummud Ameen Khan Toorance, fuddur al fuddoor, 
was fent to recover them, but the enemy prelTed him fo hard, that 
his elephants, horfes. Camels, and baggage, fell into their hands. 

He 
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He himfelf with the greateft difficulty efcapcd alone into a village, 
from which he travelled in a common hackery 'to Chumarcondch, 
where the fojedaur fupplied him witli necefTary conveyance to the 
royal camp., Aurungzebe howevcr'Yeceivcd him gracioufly, and 
conferred many favours upon him. ‘The cmpcror.aftcr this marched 
to beCege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteli Oollah Khan was fent 
to conduit the artillery from Khalnch.^. He was hard puflied by the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar IClian arrived in^ time to 
his affilbnee, and it was refolvcH to puniffi Dhunnah effeftually. 
At this inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen KooUich IChan, 
fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, was arrived on. die banks of the 
Kiftnah, fixteen cols from the city, and that a large body of Mha- 
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him, Zoolfeccar, 
upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon his 
arrival at Beejapore he learned that Koollich IChan liad fafely-gained 
the fort of Mudkul, and Dhunnah, being difappointed, had gone 
towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan w^is at the head of an army to puniili the enemy, he did not 
move to the aflidance of his fon. Upon liis arrival at Koolburga, 
Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haftep to the prefence. At this 
time the emperor was employed in the liege of Kundaneh, where 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had erefted his batteries 
on the fame Mil, that the Maharajah JelTwunt Sing had formerly 
done. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly 
received, and ordered to cany on ap"''" ' on the '’w-a- 

pore. Many days had not paired. V ’>:oence a/ 

body of Mharattas, ha\ing 
depredations near Oojein^ : 

'raifed a rebellion j upon ^ 
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of Telingana, whca he fixed his cantonments clofe to the fort of 

Gindahar. ’ ' * 

^ i 


The emperor ftill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan ^Mahummud 
Bedar Bukht vvag^ajipointed to 'the government of Aurungabad and 
Boorahanpore.'^^The enemy, after plundering tlie environs of the 
laft mentioned *city, crofled Nerbudda^ and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkdre. Though Raja Jcy Sing and Ruftum Khan Dekkanee 
were detached againft them by the prince, yet no advantage was 
gained, upon which the royal orders were i/Tucd, that the prince 
and Zoolfeccar Khan fhould aft in conjunftion. ' 

‘ t 

. The ikhan arriving near Fcrdaporc, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of that city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Ahmerdan. Khan for the. defence of Boorahanporc, and Zoolfeccar 
Khan detached Ruftum Khan Dekkanee for the proteftion of Berar. 
Intelligence arrived, that the enemy under Dhunnah's fon had bc- 
^ lieged Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar Khan marched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had 
gone to Buggellana. The khan purfued them, and arrived at 
Ambolah, where Ragnoo, a Mharatta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar orKalleanand fojedaur of Goolihunabad, 
maintamed a body of robbers, -and carried on an open traffick un- 
molefled with merchants, for the effefts plundered by his people^ 
but he found means to evade the khan’s dit^lcafure, 

1 t 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with mtentions to infefl the environs 
of the royal i camp, but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches 
haftenmg to Nerool, prevented his putting his delign into execu- 
tion. The fort of Kundaneh was novy given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a fum of money. The enemy loon after this plun- 
dering in the ^neighbourhood mf the imperial camp, Zoolfeccar 
Khan as often rep^ulfed them as they dared to approach. About this 
• time 
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time negotiations were carried on^by'fultan Kaum Bukhfli witH the 
enemy for a peace, and Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah 
Bar, and entriifted to the care of the’ prince ; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrengUi) ^and plundered at pleafura all 
the provinces* of Dekkan, were lb infolcnt,in th^ demands, that 
all thoughts of accommodation were foon again laid.afide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to hi^onfinemcn^^ Zoolfeccar Khan W2S dif- 
patched into Khandelhe, where nearly forty thoufand IV^arattas 
committed great depredations. 

; 

The emperor, after the fall of Kundaneh, cantoned in the town 
ofPoonah; but, owing to the plunders of the enemy, grain was fo 
dear in the royal camp, that only three Teer could be had for a 
rupee. A ^cat drought had alfo happened in all the provinces 
of Dekkan, fo that there was little cultivation, and many of the^ 
inhabitants fought an afylum acrofs the Nerbudda. The emperor’s 
affairs vifibly declined, and the enemy roamed at large in every 
quarter. Zoolfeccar Khan moved by rapid marches to the neigh- 
bourhood of Boorahanpore, when they fled mto Berar j and Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan being entruftcd with the projeftion of that province, 
he did not purfue them, but agreeable to Ae imperial orders marched 
to protect Aurungabad and Ahmcdnu^gur. l - 


Though provifions were beyond exprefiion fcarce in the royal 
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of 
Raujeghur ; and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third 
bukhOu, was ordered to proteft the grand baggage camp at Bahadur. 
Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of grain, of which he had 
coUefled a great quantity, arrhed fafely at the royal camp, and 
was promoted to additional rank for this fervice. The Mharattas in 
Berar, having completely defeated Rnftum Khan, era ” \ VNer- 

huddaj upon which Ghazi ad Dier ' ^ 'v ' and 

orders were fent to the munfubdar \ to colli ^ 
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them. The prince Mahummud Bedar Bufcht was alfo ordered to 
s crofs the Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to proteiS Aurangabad 
and Boorahanpore, till his return. 

4 ’ (ft*, ^ 

v<, * 

■( Negotiations, towards the fettlemcnt of a peace were Bill carried 
on, -through 'the' fultan Kaum Buhhlh, with Dhunhah Jadoo, avho 
only entered mto them to , deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after eroding the Nerbudda, plundered tlie province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal arms, 

^ > a 

. Zoolfeccar Khan encamped on the banks of the Gung, and the 
prince Bedar Bukht marched towards Oqjein, but cantoned for 
fome time near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 
Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Chumbefj but, on 
account of the rains, halted within fourteen cofs. Raow Dulput 
efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as iar as Ahmednuggur, in the 
way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkec, a 'grandfon to the Pcrlian 
emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, from whence he fent a 
petition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his 
arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horfe, 
and the title of Mirza Sutfavee Khan, 

Zoolfeccar Khan detached Dulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrali 
in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incurfions to the vicinity of 
Beejapore and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thence into 
, Khandefhe, where they completely defeated and obliged them to 
, evacuate that province entirely, taking a great number of their 
I horfes and arms; after which they returned to Aurangabad. 

Neema Sindiah, who had quarrelled with Dhunnah, feparated 
from him; and crofling the Nerbudda, as before mentioned, plun- 
dered the province of Malwa as far as Seronje, at the infligation of 
VoL. II. the 
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the rebel raja- SutteHal Bohdela ^ hut they did not long agree to- 
^th^. . The imperial orders had been Tent for' the prince Bedar 
Bukht to purfue the invadep.but he was delayed, and' Ghazi ad 
Dien IChan Ferofe Jung, after puniriiing the M^rattas in Berar, 
'left his baggage at Boorahanpdre, and moved' by quick marches to 
Seronje, from which the enemy fled before his arrival; blit the 
khan wrdte'to' court that he had gained a vidtoiy,' which ple^fed the 
emperor fo ‘much that He' immediately 'conferred lipon^iim “the" title 
of ' Sippaeh Sallar, ahd many favours 'oh all his principal officers ; 
but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, 'and-hc' 
returned to his government in Berar. Dulput Raow agreeably to 
the brdere of Zoolfeccar Khan, conduced the family'.of the' prince 
io Bdbrahanpore, 'and then' returned.. Roh' Oollah ' Khan; grand 
jleward of ihe im'perial hoiifehold 'antl treafurer of the privy purfe. 
Tori Vo the deceaied nobleman of. the fame name, 'died' about tin's 
time.' The emperor himfclf was taken very ill,' but recovere'd in'a 
ffidrt time.' A greatfcarcity of griiin jireVailed alTthrought)ekkah.' 
’ The 'im'pcrial 'revenues, numerous elSjihari'ts; ‘and a vaft taravafii 
having arrived horn Hindooftah at Aurungabad, Raow'^Diilput 
and Ram Sing Harrah* cfcofted thein 'at'Wo difFe'reht* tiriies’ to 
Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. ‘ ‘KhodabundeH 'Khari, Ton 
fo the late ameer al amra,'*who 'fbjedaur of 'Carnatic Bee- 
japore, was,, called to' the jarefence, " and diflinguiffied by the' 
poft of grand Reward of the hoiifehold/ Two caravans, one 
coming from Hindooftah' towards AUruhga-' 
bad, were both greatly plundered by ‘ the Mharattas near the pafs 
ofFcrdapore, fo. that' the army, by thefe difafters 'and the'wafte 
of the jaghircs by the enemy, were, exceedingly diftrefted for all the 
ncccflarics of life. The Mharattas, by their frequent fticce/sful 
plunders, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced 
clofe to tlic city of Hyderabad, with* intentions to lay it'waftel’ 
Dliunnah, Kunnoot, and Ilundoo roamed at large in the Carnatic,' 
where Daood Klian, an ameer of five thoiifan'd, deputy of 2k)olfeccar 

'Khan, 
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Khan, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was 
in Dekkan, and above one hundred gnd feventy thoufand horfe were 
paid for by him in the camp and tlie proi mces, yet they did not 
fufBee The powers of government became relax in every quarter. 

Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kerroofs to punifli 
Ponapah Finder, who had rebelled in the diftriits of Wakin Kerah, 
and entertained evil defigns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The enemy 
made an attack on the pnperial baggage near Bahadur Ghur, and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of 
valuable effedts. Their mfolencies were greater than, in the laft 
year, fo that the lands round all the capital cities were totally 
wade, and lay uncultnated. Neema Smdia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but the 
zemindars united, and prevented his defign. The Mharaftas retook 
feveral fortreffes that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms, but par- 
ticularly the ilrong fort of Loeh Ghur. The prince Bedar Bukht 
had, agreeably to the imperial orders, gone to Oojein, fo that there 
did not remain a force at Boorahanpore to furndh efcorts for the 
caravans which came from Hmdooftan, upon which Zoolfeccar 
Khan marched with his army to that city, and after puniflung a 
body of the enemy, who were on the watch for plunder, condudted 
the treafure and fupphes to Aurangabad. His force bemg but fmall, 
he was obliged to requeft a reinforcement for the defence of that 
city. Accordmgly, Mogul Khan Tooranee "Was detached to join 
him for this purpofe, and Zoolfeccar Khan, leaving him there, 
marched with a large convoy of treafure and fupphes to the imperial 
camp. , 

The emperor was ftdl engaged againft the rebels of Wakin A.H mg ig 
Kerah, but the roads all round were crowded with large bodies of A. D. 1706-7. 
the enemy, yet fieh was their dread of Zoolfeccar Khan, that, 
whenever he approached, tliey fled inftantly to the diftance of thirty 
flve or forty cofs , and he efcorted his convoy in fafety to the royal 
Q_2 camp. 
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camp Th= emperorencamped about a cofs 'from the fort of Wakin 
kerah, and ordered Cheen Koollich Khan, Hummeed ad D.en Khan, 
Terbeut Khan, commander, of the artillery and otliers, to conduft the 
fiese. They' accordingly raifed two.large mounds of eartli near the. 
[gateway, Avhich.were immediately ' occupied by_ the rtoops of the 
Xultan Mahummud Kaum Bufchfli. Cheen Koolhch Khan attempt- 
ed; but in vain, to. get polTeiinon of a hill on another quarter of tpe 

■ fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by dre enemy, who fallied out in 
. great numbers. .Hummeed ad Dien .Khan alfo was obliged to quit 

his ftation, and Xwth difficulty regained the camp. Dhunnah, widi 
. other chiefs, having collefied about five thoufand horfe and five and 
, twenty thoo&nd foot, infefted the neiglibourhood. M entrench- 
Tment was dratvn all found the royd c^p.' '■ The enemy made fuch 
f powerful failles from the fort, " daily and nightly throwing rockets, 

■ that not a fingle.perfon durft' venture out of the' camp. ‘ Detachments 
from .it .were .repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and 

-forage became pinching., to the ’lift .'degree. .The caufe of'thefe 
difgtaces was, that the prefent'raceqf amra's, 'but of avarice,' folly, ' 
and inexperience, neglefled the veierans.and their fons, and mounted 
as. cavalry (their own timid, flqthful, menials arid’ Haves; .'whbfe 
fighting and running away became lynonymous ‘term's.’ 'The deceit- 
ful Pinderfehs made propofals of . peace; dirough' the prince Karim 
■Bukhfhand Cheen- Koollich Khan; but, though the 'emperor re- 
peatedly difapproved of them) they flill continued their importunate 
felicitations, and indeed all' the amas . were ' alarmed at the enemy’s 
: encreafing fuperiority. . . . , ' ' 'i 

■ .. At; this .time, Zoolfeccar Kl^'was on his'; march, with'lupplies 
, from Aurungabad. . The eriaperoVfent repeated orders to haften him 
.. andDaobd l^an to. the prefence- arid,' for the prefenti regarding 

■ the feM. of.the amras about "his perfon, feeriungly liileried to the 
•propofals of the ehecriy; arid beftowed'kh'elauts'ori'Poriapah^'mth 
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an elephant, and gave feme jewels to his mother. Mohtuihum 
Khan was font into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar Klian being 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracionlly received by Aurungzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againll the Mharattas and 
Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, witlj Raow Dulput, Ram 
Sing Harrah, and other cliiefs, moved to the Ijiot where the befieged 
had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural Ilrength of the place and their 
numbers, made a great lliew of refifiance ; but the khan Ibon drove 
them ,away with a very great flaughter, upon which they fled for 
fhelter to Tulwarreh, clofe under the hill near the gate of the fort. 
Zoolfeccar, drove other bodies from feveral pods, killing great 
numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral of , his own men, who 
, gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Checn Koollich IChan, who 
remained all the while an inadlivc fpedlator,‘and who, if he had 
joined in the aflaults, might have been of great fervice, complained 
on his return tliat he was nottaflifted by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was 
believed by his majefty. The next ‘day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix 
j on proper places for eredllng batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
. came out to oppofe him, but were foon repulfed by Dulput Raow, 
and fled to the hill. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee 
joined from the Carnatic, and Zoolfeccar Khan with his troops and 
. feme other amras gained poITeflion of two eminences near the gate. 
Jumfcced Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, was killed by a ball in 
the attack. Day and night were now employed in eredling batteries. 
Intelligence arrived, that Kunnoput, who was advancing with a 
large body of Mharattas to relieve the fort,' had died on the march, 
and that the lately conijuered fort of Kundaneh was retaken by the 
enemy. The befieged, who were now greatly alarmed at the gal- 
, Jantry and fuccefs of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious propofals of 
, fubmiflion ; and the prince Kaum BufcWh with Cheen Koollich Khan 
were ordered to examine them, and manage the negotiation ; but 

this 
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccar Khan, v,ho was not to be diverted by 
tlieir ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftihties. He divided 
his army into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the 
town of Tulwarreh, clofc under tlie fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody aflault The enemy then took flielter in tlie fort, and 
dnnoyedtlie troops with rockets and mufquetry from the walls, but 
to nO purpofe , fo that in the evening Ponapali, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite diflicartened, made their efcape by a pnVatc road 
behind the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from thew’alls 
had ceafed, and hearing no noifc, %cntured up to the fort, and 
findmg It empty, fet the houfes on fire Munfoor IChan was ordered 
fo take poffeffion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent to inform and con- 
gratulate the emperor. The fire continued burning the whole night 
ind the nexf day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed 
fnany people An accident of the fame kind happened the nex-t 
day alfb The fort of Wakm Kerah is of no great flrength, but*” 
requires a very large gamfon to defend it. 

Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this" \i£tory, 
the praife of which was beftowedupon others, who had no fhare in 
It, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reprove the khan for 
having let the enemy efcape unmolefted The ropl ear indeed had 
long been poflefled by a few defigning men, who di\ erted him from 
attending 'to his moftufeful fervants, which gave much dilguft, and 
weakened the affeftions of the army to the royal perfon 

Zoolfeccar IChan was fent to pundh fhe zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Khankernee, and to efcort the imperial elephants and 
horfes to Aurungabad Terbeut Khan was dilpatched with an army 
to retake Kundaneh, about three cofe from which the emperor now 
erefled cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, after fettling the contribu- 
tions of Koolburgi and other plates, moved to Aurungabad, where 

he 
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lie remained fometime, and dilpatclicd Mogul Khan witli treafure 
and fiipplicsto the imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema' 
Sindia was plundering tlie pergunnah of Bertoo, five and twenty 
CO& from Aurungabad, though Zoolfcccar Khan had font great part 
of his troops to cfcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not ivait 
for their return, but moted by forced marches, and the enemy fled 
as he approached. He did not give, over the purfuit, but followed 
tliein to their baggage camp, to defend which they made a fland, 
and V. ere completely defeated, n ith the lofs of fcvcral of their cliiefs, 
and all their baggage and plunder fell into theihands of the viflors, 
who returned an triumph to Aurungabad. This was tint body of the 
enemy who had hid wade the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. 

1 . 

Zoolfcccar Khan was again fummoned to the imperial prefence, 
- but being taken ill, was obliged to delay liis march for fome time. 
Upon his recovery he obeyed, and had an audience >of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved itlicre to keep the Ramazan. 
aSepdut Khan, wdio had gone oat to hunt witli a fmall party from 
tile camp, was made prifoncr by a body of the enemy. The em- 
rperor atitlustime was taken dangeroufly ill ; lupon , which the prince 
-Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great ihaflcifrom Guzarat 
to thciprefencc. 

Zoolfcccar 'ikhan with Terbeut lUian, meet atullr, was fent 
with a confiderable army to retake Kundaneh; and raja Saooh, 
-Sambah’s fon, who had been confined long in the Ruggelah Bar, 
was delivered over to his cuflody. Roy Bhan Bholllla Mliaratta, 
I'who had been raifcd to the rank of fix thoufiind, was alfo fent with 
him, in hopes that by his means the other chiefs might be prewiiled 
upon to fubmit and conclude a peace. Zodlfeccar Khan entruflcd 
the guard over Raja Saooh to fjed Ghuzunfir Klian. The emperor 
gat e inftruaions,' that as diflentions had now broken out among the 

Mharattas, 
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Mharattas, letters "fliould be written from Raja Saooh to invite them 
to fubmit. This was done, but without efFeft. Ten thoufand were 
ftruck oft' from the rank of fultan Kaum Bukhfh, who had been 
guilty of fome undutiful behaviour. ’ 

Auningzebe marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahmednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infcilte on the line, 
Hummeed ad Dien Khan was ordered to repulfe them ; but he com- 
mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifoners. The enemy then charged the bag- 
gage, and carried off a vaft plunder ; but when the emperor s train 
came in fight, they, as if flrack with awe at the tremendous pomp 
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diftance, which was 
at this period the greateft good fortune. The royal camp halted 
under the walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt," 
being much diftrefted in his ctrcumftances, deferted to the enemy. 

Dhunnah Jadoo, Nccma Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, with other 
Mliaratta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 
but were bravely repulfed and obliged to fly by Khan Aulum, fbn 
of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfeccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun- 
• daneh, and the befieged capitulated through the mediation of Ram 
Sing Harrah, at whofe rcqucfl they were allowed to depart in 
fafety. 

There arc above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Khan 
was appointed kcUadaar, but proper ftores of proviiions could not be 
ipared for its fupport ; and this was the cafe with all the forts which 
had been taken in Dekkan, where the long wars and continual depre- 
dations had rendered all the ncceflaries of life exceedmgly fcarce. 
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had an affieding meeting with the emperor. 

Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim Khan, Ion of the late Alimerdan Khan, was removed 
from the government of Cafhmire and appointed to that of Guzarat, 
of which the prince Bedar BukiiC was ordered to tike charge untd 
his arrival, and puniih the rebel Anoomund, who, from being a 
feller of drams, had pradlifed robbing, and by his fuccelTes raifed 
himfelf to the command of a large body of banditti, with whom he 
had joined the Mharattas. This rebel, on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unproteiled, had entered the province, 
where he defeated and took' prifoner Nuzzer All Khan, the foje- 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer- 
chants and bankers, whom he plundered of an immenfe booty, and 
made a fecure retreat with his prize. 

Great bodies of banditti plundered atdifcretion about Aiirungabad, 
and the zemindars of Multan and Tatta rebelled, but were quelled by 
'fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occaCon diiplayed great gallantry 
and conduit. Khan Aulum was fent to proteil the province of Malwa, 
and Nijabut Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan were both ordered to drive 
the enemy from Aurungabad. Zodfeccar Khan fent his baggage into 
Alimednuggur, and moved by forced marches, but upon his arrival 
near Payen Ghaut, he learned that the enemy had fled another way 
to the banks of the Gung. Ghazi ad Dien Khan had remained all 
this while inadtlve, only ten cofs from the enemy’s camp. Zoolfeccar 
Khan ftiU purfued them without remifiion, and at laft they crofled 
the Beemrah into their own diftridls; upon which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fetting in, he returned to the Imperial ♦ 
camp. His troops in this purfuit fiifiered every hardflilp^from want 
of provilions and exceflive fatigue. 'He' next marched tO wards the 
fort of Moorje, upon which DhunnUh crofled the Kiftnah. Intel- 
ligence arrived,' that Ponapah Pindcrrch and Hindoo Raow had 
poflefled themfelves of the fort of Bdcondah, belonging to Beeja- 
pore, and taken the kelladaar prifoner; alfo that the fort of Buf- 
VoL. II. R funt 
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funt Ghur had fallen into their hands. "Daood'Khan recovered the 
former to the imperial poffeffion. Scy^ut Khan procured his releafe 
from the enemy for a large fum of money, but he was rendered 
blind of both eyes from the wounds he had received. Zoolfeccar 
Khan encamped, on account 'of the rains, ^vithm twelve cofs of 
Moorje, but was fo diftrelTed for providons that his cavalry became 
almoft unfit for fervicc. 

When Shaw Jehaun fent the fultan Dara Shekkoh againft Can- 
dahar, he gave the foldiery two yeai^* pay in advance, and fent 
two years of grain with the army. During his whole-reign, the 
fingle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung- 
zebe*s reign had been a continued war, and now, even in the royal 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Kiftnah, 
/carcc any provifions could be obtained. 

Zoolfeccar Khan after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 
the Beejapore country, and the khan followed him to the banks of 
the Kiftnah. The Plnderrehs t^ok Velore, which however was 
foon again retaken by Terbeut Khan. Sultan Mahummud Akber ' 
died this year in Perfia. A great caravan, very rich, coming from 
Aurungabad was totally plundered, and every thing carried off by a 
body of Mharattas, at only twelve cofs diftance from the imperial 
camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh was promoted, honoured 
with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejapore j and at 
parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted him ’to beat the nobut 
from the gate of the palace. The tweniy firft of the fame month, 
Zeehidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was dilpatched 
tov^ards Malwa. Rama’s 'widow, who had great power among 
the Mharattas, wiQicd to confine Hindoo . Raow, but he took re- 
fuge 
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fuge in the fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered all his effefls, 
apd clofely befieged him j upon which he fent to beg alUflance of 
Zoolfeccar Khan, who eroded the Kiftnah, and, leaving his bag- 
gage in the fort of Sundeo, marched agamfl: Dhunnah, who fled 
upon lus approach, when Hmdoo Raow took Ihelter in his own 
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 

A few days after this the emperor was feized with his lafl: 
illnefs, which encreafed every hour, and alarmmg reports prevailed; 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of Zeekaud, in the fiftieth A. H. iiiS. 
year and fecond month of his reign, he left this vain hfe of toil, A. 0.1707, 
for one of blifsful repofe. 


. END OF AURUNGZEBE's OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 



PART IV, 


HISTORY 

OP 

AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS, 
By 


ERADUT KHAN. 



APOLOGY. 


A GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having 
been formerly printed off in the year 1786, ‘ and fufficient re- 
maining on hand for the purpofe, I hope my readers will ex- 
cufe their being bound up in the order of conneftion and time. 
To my hberal friends, the regular numbering of pages will, I 
trull, be of lefs moment than the contents} the reprinting of 
which would have added very greatly to my expenfe, and 
but little to their accommodation} eljDecially as Eradut Khan 
gives a much more latisfaftory account of tranfaftions than any 
other writer of the fame period, whom I could have tranflated 
in his place. 

The following account of the author of the Memoirs is 
taken from the ‘MalTer al Amra, or ‘Biography of Nobility, 
written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime 
minider to Sullabut Jung, brother and predcccllbr in power to 
the prefent Nazun of Dekkan. 

Meer 

• Which I had not feen, tilt favoured with it lately by Mr. R. Johnfon, 
who, in his retidency with the luzam at Hyderabad, colIcHed many curious 
Pcrfian manufcnpts relative to Dekkan, which he wi h great hberality has 
permitted me to make ufe of. 




APOLOGY. 


Meer Moobaric Oollah Eradut Klian Wazeh, was the fon of , 
‘ Kauk Khan, fon of Azim Khan. Both his grandfather and 
father were noblemen of high rank. The former vvas Meer 
Bukhfhi to the emperor Jehaungeer, and the latter held various 
offices of importance under Shaw Jehaun and Aulumgeer. He 
died foon after hb appointment to the government of Oude. 
His title was alfo Eradut Khan. One of hb fons (our author) 
had hb title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year 
of Aulumgeer was appointed fbjedaur of Jagneh, and at other 
periods, of Aurun^bad and Mando in Mal>va. In the reign of 
Shaw Aulum he was governor of the Doab, and the intimate 
friend of Moazim Khan Vizier. He died in the time of Ferokh- 
fere. His ahUlties as a poet were great, and he left a Volume 
of poems behind him. Hb ion was honoured by the title of 
Hofhedaur Khan, and afterwards with that of Eradut Khan, and 
the fojedaury of Doohiperaycah in the province of Mahva. In 
the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to 
Dekkan, and after the viflory over Mubariz Khan was appoint-’ 
cd dewan of Dekkan, with the rank of four thoufand. He was 
afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year 1157, 
[A. D, 1744.] He had many fons, moft of whom died in hb 
life time. His eldeft furviving fon, Hafiz Khan, fucceeded Iiim 
in the government of Koolburga, which he held at the time 
Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote the Biography of the Amras. 


• Afterwards entitled Ktffaiut Khan. 
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T O 

WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. 

■'Sir,, 

P ERMIT me to" dedicate this Tranflation to you, 
who fo amjply patronized my attempts to make 
myfelf ufeful to tny honourahle employers, when in 
India. The diftiniilion' you -were pleafed to confer upon 
me,” by an appointment in your family, and the’ favour 
of your friendlhip, ■ I fliall ever regard as honours of 
which I may reafonably boaft : and 1 truft a time will 
come, when far more important pages than mine will 
acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with 
the name of Hastings. 

, Z am, S' r K, ' 

I 

Your moll obedient 

And grateful humble fervant, 

London, 
lathMay, 1786. 


A a 


JONATHAN SCOTT. 
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I 

T hus fayeth the compiler of thefe records and 
e^'ents, an humble and finful flave, ' Mooharic 
Oollah ‘Eradut Khan 'Wazeh, fon of the ‘fliel^ 
teifcd 111 niercyj ' KcIFaiut Khan, writer of the ‘ Shekeft : 
When I had^finillied the Kulmaut Aleeaur, it entered my 
mind *to draw up ^ a concife relation of what events had 
happened to myfelf,'- uhile I nas coropofing thaf Woik. 


' Anghce* Blefled of God f 

* The author s tide of nobilit}, figntfymg The Fatthful Lord 

* His poetical name, by which he chofe to figmfy himfelf jn hts poems , Anglicc* 

Cleaf Eaftern author? alwaysAife one I ^ 

* The MufTuImauns, when menuonii^ a dcccaftd pcrfon, never fay fuch a one who 
IS dead, but fuch a one fheltcrcd in^efcy, received m pardon, or fome fimilarexpref 
fjoil When mentioning adeccafcd prince, t}ieylaj the prince whofe feat is in Faradifc* 

* Anglice, The ferviceable 

‘ The broken hand, generallj ufed in bufinefs 

’ Anglici, Sublime Difeourfes This work I n"tcr could oltilin, tli6ugl\I hiadc 
ftnil enquiry after it 

3 ‘ 


R 


'I *ha\ c 
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ORIGINAL' PREFAGETr 

1 have obferved, that delightful fcenes, and the focietj- 
of friends, are not fb finking at th& time of enjoyment, as' 
aftenvards, ^^hen refieaed in the mirror of recoUedlion. 
On this account, I write dmvn moll palling occurrences f 
and whenever I perufe them, or ruminate upon them, a, 
partiailar feeling, a furpriling pleafure and aftonifliing 
cxtafy, prevail in my mind. My writings alfo ferve as a 
memorial to my friends. 

During the fliort period of my age, which has this day 
arrived at the fixty-fourth year, and the 1 1 s6* of the holy 
Hijhera, fuch wonders of time, fpch aftonilhing marks of 
the power of the Creator of night and day ia the vicilli- 
tudes of worldly affairs, tlie detondtion of empires, the 
deaths of many princes, the ruin of ancient houfes and 
noble families, the fall of worthy men, and rife of the 
unworthy, have been beheld by me, as have not been 
mentioned by hillory to have occurred, in fuch number 
or fuccellion, in a thoufand years. 

As, on account of my office, and being engaged in 
thele traula(5tions, I have obtained a perfeft knowledge of 
the fources of moll events, and what, to others, even in- 
formation of mull be difficult, was planned and executed 
in my fight ; and as I was a fharer, as well as Ipeaator, 
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of all the clangers and troubles, I have therefore recorded 
(them. 

t I 

My intention, hero ever, not being to compile a hiftory 
of kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fuch events 
as happened within my own knowledge, I have theiefore, 
preferably to a difplay of learning in lofty phrafes and. 
pompous metaphors, chofen a plain ftyle, fuch as a friend, 
writing to a friend, would ufe for the purpofe of infor- 
mation. Indeed, if propriety is . confulted, loftinefs, of 
ftyle is unfit for plant truth, tvhich, pure in itfelf, requires 
only a Ample delineation. I hope, therefore, that my^ 
readers will not loolen the reins of impartiality from theit 
hands, nor call my modefty, ignorance. 



[ joi 1 


TO THE 

HEADER. 


I Y will be neceffary to remember, that Aurungzebe is 
the fame perfon Mith Aulumgeer. He took the latter 
•title onTiis acceffion to the throne, agreeable to the cnftom 
of the eaftern princes, who always aflume anew one on 
that occafion. 

^ It is hoped that the number of notes will not prove 
tedious, nor perplex the reader’s attention. Some, per- 
haps, may appear trivial to thofe whofe local knowledge 
renders fuch affiftance, to them, unneceffary ; but, as 
their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who 
require it, the tranflator requefts thedndulgence of the few, 
in compliment to the many. 
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V ' BY 

era.dut khan wazeh. 


I SHALL begin my narration fiom the time of my removal from 
the command of the fortreft of ' Imteeauz Gur. For tlie 
duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my recall rendered me 
incapable of paying; but, as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my * efcape from among them in the heft manner I could, with 
my family. 

On accovmt of my diftrelTed circumftances, and the great diftance 
of my late command from the Imperial camp, in order that I 

* An important fortrefsinDetkan, or the-routhem part ofrfJmdoftan It is caJIed 
Oodnch by the Hindoos, and is now in poflellion of the Mharattas, who retook it foon 
after the death of the Emperor Auliimgeer, 

* To be obliged to fiy from their own troops, is frequently the cafe with the nobles 
of Hmdoftan, on recall from office, or other'cmergenc), ns they generally l;eep up 
more than they can pay It ith rcnulantp. ' -14’ i., r-, 

' ^1 might 
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niight tjke fome repofe. lus m-ijcfty had conferred upon me die 
government of - Ahffunahad Koolbuigah. where I remained one 
month, and then, leaving my deareft Ton, ’Huddaiut Oolla, as 
my deputy in that ftation, I proceeded with a few followers to the 
’ Stirrup I had the honoui of an audience in ‘Pargur, while his 
majelly was engaged in the reduftion of * Kundaneh. He lliewcd 
me much favour, nouhad any change taken place in his efteem 
and regard towards me. I was ftationed, duiing the ficge, four 
cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road of communication then 
left, as I had been fuccefsfully employed on tlic like fervice, fince 
the commencement of the leduflion of Dekkan, at ‘ Beejapore, 
■ Hydeiabad, and other places. Though the enemy now w as very 
numerous, and plundeied even to the Ikirts of the camp, yet, by 
the divine affiftance, I maintained my poll with a v ery tnflmg force. 
For this fervice, I was honoured with much applaufe by his ma- 
jelly, and my leputation with the public became high. Additional 
rank was alfo conferred, as a rewaid, on my deareft fon, and other 
lelations, at Koolburgah. 

- ■) , 

' A city, formerly the capital of the Bhamence fovereigns of Dekkan, Fcnfiita*s 
Hiftory of whom, and thefucceedmg Djnallics, has “been iranllated, and one day 
be offered to the public, Ihould their approbauon await this attempt ‘ It is now of 
IiUlc note, and m pofiellion of the Nizam^ 

* Anglice, diredledbyGod. 

^ Meaning the emperor's perfon, when tratcliing. 

* A fortrefs in Dekkin. 

* Another in ditto. 

* Once the capital of the Add Shawee Sultans of Dekkan, and celebrated for its 
magnificence It was reduced by Aulumgecr, with all the dependencies, except what 
the famous Mharatta chief, Sewajec, who was a rebellious vaflal of this monarchy, 
had wreffed from it It is now ruined, and in polTeflion of the Mharattas. Europeans 
inve genernlly written it Vifiapour, but thcMunUlmauns as above 

This city was the capital of Golconda and Koottub Shawee fultans, the lafl of 
. whom was taken pnfoner by Aulumgecr, and his kingdom reduced It is now one 
of the capitals of the Niratn, who is however obliged to (hare the rc\ enues with the 
Mharattas« 
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i After the icdnftion of ' Kurtdaneh and ‘ Rqujegur, the cntperor 
moved to another quartet. He had defired feveial of the principal 
nobility to accept the command of tl^e latfer, as it was of import- 
ance, and but newly conqueicd;jbutit.belng a poft only of diffi- 
culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. iqOne evening therefore 
he fent for' me, and my’fon ’,Moiaud Khan, I and when I hail 
entered tlie prefence, faid, )“il->vifli fo fend thee to JRaujegui, art- 
" thou willing to go ? ” I replied, tliat his flave was ready , j upon 
which he gave me part of. the coffee before him, and oidcred that, 
havhig drank It in the fiAubdar Ehauneh, I jliQuld comeiback, and 
receive my difmiffion. _When I retutnedi to'jthe prefence, his 
majefty gave me his bleffmg, two, bundled mhors, (and one coin 
weighing one hundred ' mhors, with two horfes to me and _my fon, 
and five for my bretheren. - Two bundled bullock loads of'grailt 
werp allb. Ordered yith me , and tlie following, day, after taOmmg 
prayer, I departed. 'At taking 'leave, his majefty promifed that-I 
ftioqld be Telievedjbefore tlie rainy feafon, then about two months 
diftant. , , , Im 1 .11 • ' d, .-ih t 

i't ' 

By the aulpices of the divine blefling, I arrived in fafety at my 
ftationpn eight days, and remained there forty , during which, from 
the folitude and romantic fituation of the place, my leijiire paffed 
in pleafingly enthuliaftic contemplation. ‘ Munfooi Khan was 

then 

i ' ' ' . t 1 >' I , - I 1 , 1^ ^ 

, *i ACortrefsun Dektan. , , I , 

I * Another in ditto j if , 

* Anglice, of defirc. . , , 

* The place m which water, fherbets, &c. are cooled In ice or faltpetr?^ • 

* Golden coins, of this and greater weight, were often given as marks of favour. 
Silver co^, offeveral hundred rupees value, were nlfo m ufe, “and there is one of 
them^ow in theBntifh Mitreum, of which the ingenious Mr. Richardfon has given a 
\cr) full dcfcription, in his very learned work, the PcrfianandArabicDidbonary,"* 

® Viclorious. It !<!, perhaps, not jet quite unneceflarv to mention, th'tt jcvery 
proper n?me or title of perfons, m the-Perfiao, ~ind frequently in the Hindoo hnguage, 

i ■) t B 2 * H ^ ti 
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then fent to relieve me, and his majcfty wrote with his own hand 
on the lirmaun of recall, that, agiceably to liis promife, he com- 
manded me to the prefence; to which were added many gracious 
aflurances' of favour. I left Raujegurwith the fame foice 1 had 
comci hut as it was a great diftance from the camp, and parties of 
the enemy were hovering abroad, at fcveral places I was much 
^preffed. On my arrival at the prefence, I was received with great 
favoui. 

Being now againi'ln .the fame fituation ns when I quitted 
Imteeauz Gar, (for my jagheer had been ruined by various de- 
predations,) I was much diftrcffcd in iny affairs, when his 
majefty, who was informed of every thing public and private, 
fent ’ Ameer Khan to me with a mclTage, importing, that, as 
diftrefs had invaded my affahs, ’I had better feth a little rCpofe 
in feme fettled office, and that he would confer upon me the 
•'Kelladaree and ’‘Fqjedaree of * Mindou, then held by ' Nowazudi 
Khan, who, though an ameer of three thoufand, was unequal to 
the poll. ^ . , , 

My attachment and regard to his majefly'wcre fo great, that, 
obfendng his hfe verging to the dole, I did not wilh to quit the 


IS an epithet defenpCive of focne quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor 
fuppofes them to poflefs . but, of laic years, titles of honour are become fo common, 
asto lofc their refpeft, and there are many viflonous lords of Hmdoftan, ^vho never 
faw a battle, or drew a fword againft an enemy. 

■ Noble. 

’ Command ofagarnron. 

* Military authority in a diftnfh, under which are the criminal courts ofjuftice. 

A very extenRve fortrefs in the province of Malwa, of which it was the capital 
unler the Patan foveieigns. It l) now Innch decayed, and jn toITeffion of the Mha- 
rattis. 

* Poficfllng afFability, 


prefence. 
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prefence, fearful of never, beholcling 'him moie, and therefore 
dechned the offei , but, when my fon and the women of my family 
heard of the refufal,, they became immBrfed in grief, for the Sobbah 
of Malwa was to them dear as their native place. ' The difappoint- 
"ment of my fon wasifuch, ithat he privately refolved to give up the 
fervice, and leave mej and'nfiy whole family were heartlefs and in 
delpiir. At length, overcome by thdr filuation, ' and indeed they^’ 
had juftice on their fide, I, in fpite ofimy own grief, faid to my* 
Ion, “ iThe power is in thy hands I refign myfelf as a ranfom for 
" thy happinefs.” The foul of jny life went the fame evening to 
Ameei Khan,i and informed him of my, acceptance of this oiSce. 
As that mmifterwas pleafed with my confenting on many accounts, 
he xeprefentediit to the emperor the fame night, when the affair 
was fettled. ' Alas i liow can I exprels what paffed within my own 
breatt? The following morning, at the ' aflSmbly of juftice, his 
majefty beftowed upon me a horfe and ’ khelaut, and the fame upon 
my fon and grandfon. It was allb allowed me, at my particular 
icqueft, to come daily to pay my relpefts at the prelence, till the 
grants of my new office could be prepared ; and tliough my pofts 
of ' Meet Tozuk and * Darogah.of the Dekkan cavalry were given. 
to others, yet, from his majefty’s gracious favoi , I was permitted 
to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp. 

* If wa9 i cultom of the Mogul emperors to fit dail)ionce, for the purpofe or 
hearing and redrclling the complaints of the people, and oflcn twice , hut this noble 
ufage was difcontinucd by the focceQois of Aulumgecr, which tended greatly to lofa 
them the refpedt of their fuhjedta. 

* An honorary diefs given always to perfons entering into office, and frequently by 
a fupenor to an inferior, as a marh of ellcem. It is t aried, in nchnefs of materials, 
and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver. 

* A marlhal, whofe buhnefs it is to preferve order in a proceffion, or line of march, 

and to report ahfcntccs. l ^ 

* Supetmtendant, who examines the number of men and horfes, to check iaife 
mollcis. 
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On die c\’6ning before my departure, the emperor opening die 
window of his deeping apartment, called me to him, and faid, 
“ Abfence now takes place between us, and oui meeting again iS 
•' uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever wilhngly, or unwilUngly, 
" I may have' done againft thee, and pronounce the words, P 

forgive f three times, with dneerity of heart. As thouihaft 
" ferved me long, I alfo forgive thee whatever knowingly, orother- 

wife, thou mayed: have done againd: me.” Upon hearing thefe 
cxpiedions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I 
had not power to fpeak. At lad, after his majefty had lepeatcdly 
preded me. I made drift to pronounce^the words, I forgive ' three 
times, interrupted by heavy lobs. He died many tears, repeated 
the words, and, aftei bleding me, ordered me to retire. Sorrow 
lay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at ' Aurunga- 
bad, 1 was feized with a violent illnefs , but, as my boirowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, without help, from 
niy bed to my feat - My fon lemalned in the fort with me only 
one night, and then departed for liis command at ‘Koteiree 
Perrayeh. 1 1 emained one yearummerfed in the fame gnef and 
forrow. ^ I 

■ > I I 

> The prince Mahumniud ’ Bedar Bukht being appointed to the 
government of Main a. I paid my refpefls to hint at *Oqjem. In 

* A conMcrablc cily. founJed by Anliimgai before his''3ccen:on to tbe throne, 
near tlie celebrated forlrefs of Dowlutabad in Debkan He named it Khqefleh 
Boonniaud, or The Happy Manlon, but the people called it Aurungabad, m com- 

.plimcnrto his title of Aurungrebe, bytcbtdt Auluntgecr was diftmguillicd before he 
ftized the empire * * ' r ’ I 

* A diftnft in Malwa * )i i iff , 

■ Sign fjing tvakeful flar, or propitious fortune He was the eldclt fon of Aaihi Shaw 

* Suppofed to be one of tbe oldcft aties iri'lod \ and B at prclent the capital of 
Malwa, and of Mahajee Sindia, a pnncipal Mharatta cbief 


a ftiort 



MOGUL* EMPIRE. 


a'lliort time,* fiicli a friendfhip grew between ns, th?t a greater 
between a prince and fubjcdl cannot be conceived. lie would not 
be an inftant without me ; he would not eat of any thing, but ha 
fent me part of it ; he did nothing of importance without afking 
fray advice, and confidered my opinion as religioufly deciflve. In 
.fliort, the particulars of his favour are beyond lelation , ’but, on 
this account, I betartie envied by all his dependants. . , 

Soon after this, the illuftrious prince Mahummud ' Azim Shaw, 
coming fiom Giizarat to vifit the emperor, pafled through Malwa, 
on his route to '• Ahmednuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
‘mein with his father, my attention to himfelf, and the unbounded 
piaifes of his fon Bedai Bukht, he behat ed to me in fuch a gracious 
manner, as to relate would occafion prolixity. When he had gone 
through Malwa, the government of Guzaiat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who depai ted for that province, and took me with 
him as far as the frontiers, beyond which I dared not pafs without 
leave from the emperor. How fliall I exprefs his manner of part- 
ing ? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, that he 
would favouTime as often with letters under his own hand, in- 
cluding e\ ery important occurrence, in older to have the benefit of 
my adiice for bis conduft. This fort of con efpondence was kept 
up between us regularly, till the life of his majefty fhadow ’ of, 
God arrived at an end. I muft now relate fomei particulars of 
that important event*. , 

, , , - The 

’ Signifjring great king. He ■was the third by birth» hut fecond furvivmg fon of 
Aulumgcer ^ 

* A confidcrable city of Dekkan, once the capital of the Nizam Shawce fuItanSj,' 
reduced to the Mogul yoke und“r Sbaw" Jehaun, but n(rvf under the Mbtrattas 

’ An epithet common to majeftj, \ytth all the orientals 

* It may not be amifs to infert here two letters written by Aulumgeer to hiS fonS} 
Azim Shaw and Kaum BukQi] a few days before hia (Ieadi» 

1 Ta 
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The emperor, a few days before his death, with- a ftnflnefs of 
command feidom to be enforced by monarchs at foch a feafon, 

dilpatched 


Tfl Shavt Azim Shatt. 

HEALTH to thee ! My heart is near thee. Old age is arrired : viratnefs TtiWucs 
me, and ftrergth has forfaken all my memtcis. I came a ftnsnger into this world, 
and a flranger I depart. I know notliing cf myfclf, what I am, and for what I am 
defined. The in/lant which pafled in power, hath left only forrow behind it. I hare 
not been the guardian and protc<3or of the empire. My \-aluahle time has been pafled 
vainly. Ihad a patron in myowndwcliing.(coofciencc,) but bis glorious lightw-as unfeen 
by my dim fight. Llfets net lafling; there is no veftige of departed breath, and allhopcs 
ftom futurity are loft. The fever has left me, but nothing of me remains hut fkia and 
hone. My fon, (Kaum Bukfh,} though goiu towards Berfapore, is Ibll near; and 
thou, my fon, art yet nearer. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulun, is far diftantj 
and my grandfon, (Azeem OoQuun,) by the orders of God, is ariitxd near Hindoftan. 
The camp and followers, helplefs and alarmed, are, likemyfelf, full of afiticlion, reft- 
lefs as the quickfllrer. Separated from their lord, they know not if they hive z mafter 
or not. 

I brought nothing into this world, and, except the infirmities of man, carry nothing 
out. I have a dread for my falvatton, and with what torments I may he punilhed. 
Though I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of God, )xt, regarding my 
oflions, fear will not quit mej but, when 1 am gone, refiedHon will not remain. 
Come then what may, I have launched my tcCcI to the waves. Though Frovidence 
will proted the catop, yet, regarding appearances, the endeavours cf my Tons are in- 
^ifpcnfebly incumbent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (Bedar Bukht,) whom 
I cannot fee, but the defire aEetfts me. The Begum (his daughter) appears affiiSed ; 
butGod is the only Judge of hearts. The foolilh thoughts of women produce nothing 
but d^£»ppoi^tmcn^ Farewell! farewell! &rcweU! 

Ft rtSr Fhw S^Axns 5\jksh. , 

MY fon, neareft to my heart. Though in the height of my power, and by God's 
permiffion, I gave you advice, and took with you the greateft pains, jet, as it was 
- not the divine wfll, you did not attend with the ears of compliance. Now I depart a 
^ ftranger, and lament my own infignificance, what dees it profit me ? . I carry with 
.me the fruits cf my 1ms and imperfe^ons. Surprizing Providence ! I came here 
alone, and alone I depart. The leader cf this caravan hath deferred me. The fes-er, 
which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. 'Whereref J look, I f« nothing bat 
■ the Divinity. Jly fears for the camp and followers are great ; hut, alas ! I know not 
•snyfelf. My hack is bent with weakerG, and my feel have loft the powers of motion. 
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"difpatched the prince Azlm Shaw towards Mahva, and Kaum Bukfh 
to his government of Beejapore. , His rcafon for this proceeding 
was, that no feuds might arife upon Ins death, in an enemy’s 
country, between his Tons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjefts. 
Had the two princes remained together in the camp, fuch would 
have been the cafe, as occiii'red afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Aulum, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though 
not in an enemy’s country, the families, fortunes and honour of a 
world became plunged in the depth of ruin. 

, Azina Shaw, thoughknowing the dangerous illnets of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of march'. He departed from the 
camp,, but his motions were flow and cautious; nor. did the em- 
peror prefs him to expeditioii', after the tlrree firft marches. He 

The breath t^bich rofe, is gone, and left not even hope behind It. I have committed 
numerous crimes, and know not with what punlDiments I may be Telzed. Though 
the Pio’tcftor of mankind will guard the camp, jet care is incumbent alfo ou the 
faithful, ^and my fons. When I was alhe, no care was taken; and now I am gone, 
the confequcncc may be guefled. The gyardianflilp of a people js the truft by God 
committed to mj fons. Aelm Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faithful arc 
flain, or their mlfcries fall upon my head. I refign j ou, j our mother and fon, to God, 
asl m^felf am going. The agonies of death come upon me faft. Bahadur Shaw U 
ftill where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoflan. Bcdar Bukht is InGuzarat. 
Hyaut al NifTa, w’ho has beheld no alBiAions of time till now, is full of forrows. Re- 
gard the Begum as without concern. Odlpore^ jour mothe^ was a partner in my 
Ulnefs, and uilhes to accompany me in death ; but every thing has its appointed time. 

The domelHcs and courtiers, however deceitful, yet mufi not be ill-treated. It is 
. neceflary to gam your slews by gentleneis and art. Extend jour feet no lower Uiaa 
jour fkirt. 1 he complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. DaraShekkoh, though,, 
of much judgment and good undcrftanding, fettled large penfions on his people, but 
paidthemill, and they were ever difeontentt^. I am going. Whafeicr good or cvjl 
I have done, it was for jou. Take It not amifs, nor remember what offences 1 have 
• done to jourfelf j that account may not be demanded of me hereafter. Ko one has 
,feen the departure of his own foul ; but I fee that mine is departing. J 

c 
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even faid to ' Hummeed ad dien Khan, to whom he had committed 
the chaige of his funeral rites, “ Three days after my death, one* 
** of my fons will airive in camp, and fend my remains to Auj un- 
l'c.'iJo;! “ gabad in a proper manner." On Friday the twenty-eighth of 
reb. 2 jft. 2eekaiid, his majefly perfoimcd liis morning devotions in company* 
with his attendants} after which, as was frequently his cuftom,, 
he exclaimed, “ O that my death may happen on -a Friday, for 
“ hlelTcd is he who dicth on that day I” Soon after, he had occa-^ 
Con to retire. Upon hts letum towards his bed, he had begun* 
the " tiummum, as was always Ins cuftom till water for the ’ wuzzoo- 
could be brought, and had made one fprinkling, when fuddenly.* 
his moft pure fplnt fled from the narrownefs of corporeal confine- 
ment, to the boundlefs expanfion of the MoC High. We arc from 
God, and to God wc muft return. His hands remained clalped, 
and in motion, for fome time after he had ceafed to breathe. How 
can I exprefs my own feelings ? This much I know, that the 
kindnefs, favour and diftinflion, for fifty ycni-s, of that atom- 
chcjifiiing fun to me, his humble Cave, his gi eat anions. Ins glory, 
his piety, his pcrfcverance in virtue from youth to age, the revolu- 
tions of his reign, and all the wonderful events of time, rufiied 
upon my memory at once in a fca of grief, and overwhelmed my 
heart, fo that I forgot myfelf, and knew not what pafled around 
me. 


Azim Shaw, being informed of the event by his agents, and the.- 
nobles v.-bo afrcclcd to embrace his intcreft, arrived on the. third. 


* AngUcc, Aider of the fatih, 

• A punf cation liji fjitinlling of dolt over Ac tody, ordered Ij- Mahummui) for ihc ■ 
convenience of his follovsers ieheiilliis the dry deferts of Arabia, nhcre water is too 
YiluaWc for tl : poor to ufe cn flight occafions. 

’ Ditto viih v.’3!er. 
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''Zcchudge at the camp at Ahmeclmiggui . He omitted no (licw 
of afSrdtion and rcfpcfl to Iiisdeccafcd fathci, but, hl.c tile orphans 
of thofeinihumhlc life, died many tears. 


Many ’of the chief imperi.iI tenants, as ‘Miiltiillub Khan, 
‘ Khoddabundch'Khan, ■'Tcrbcnt KJian, and others, hid aTcal 
attachment to Azim Shaw. .Some ncitlici Icncdior hated him; 
and a few. though 'they diflikeJ, yet, fiom inability to oppofc, 
pradcntly fubmitted to his .lUthority. Three Mogul chiefs only 
delayed to come in to o(rcr*thcir allegiance, ' Fccrozc Jung, his 
fon-Chcen Koollich Khan, and ‘Malmmmud Amcen Khan. 

' ' I 1 j 


On the tenth of Zeehuge, Hi'S, 'Azim Shaw afeended the / 
throne of empire amidfl: the tifual icjoicings, ami conferral favours 
on the nobihty accoiding to, their ft.itions, but on few in a manner 
affording fatisfaflion. Here I muft be pcrniittnl to mention one 
, 01 tno hilt.inccs of the wonderful accomphihment of the 'decrees 
of Providence. '\Vlulc he was only a prince, moft.of the nobility 
were attached to Azim Shaw, and regarded him as pollelling cveiy 
apprmed quality for empiic; but almofl immediately after his 
acceffion to the throne, the general opinion was altered, from his 
own conduct, die flighted the principal nobihty, and betrayed 
great parfimony to the army, acting as if he had no occafion fm 
then fen ices. This proceeded from a vain belief that none daicd 
to oppofe him, and that his elder biothci, Shaw Aulum, rehn- 

X < I I . ! , 

* The twelfth month of the Arabian jear. 

' Anghce, Objeflofthc with. 

’ Slave of God. ’ ' ’ ' 

* Accomphfhcd in manners and morals, 

’ Fortunate in war. 

‘ Faithful in Mahummud. 
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quifiiing to him fuch a vaft empire as Hindoftaii, without a thmg- 
gle, would fly foi fafety to another clime. At the fame time, ^ he 
openly declared his jealoufy of his own fon, Bedar Bukht, whole 
favour with the late emperor had dilplcafed him. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay publicly, that they were 
not fit for his iendce. He lemoved Terbeut Khan, a veteran and 
ioyal general, from his command of the aitillery, in the-'moftin- 
fulting manner, without any notice, and conferred that important 
ftation on a young man of low rank among his creatures. In 
dhort, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azim 
Shaw, which proved the will of Providence to have decreed heaven 
bellowed empire to Shaw Auium. He who pridcth in himfelf is 
ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all tlungs 
Vid the accomplilhment. 

Mahummud Kaum Bukfli received intelligence of ‘the emperor's 
death, on his third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im- 
mediately deferted by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for lus 
proteflion, at this crills, byAuJumgeer. In addition to this mif- 
fortune, 'Zoolfeccar Khan, his bittereft enemy, who had once 
confined him at the fiege of *linjec> lay in his route with a confi- 
derable army, fo that it was probable his perfon would be feized 
by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe- 
tor. AzIto. Shaw had dlCp-iwhed to tte ; but 2oo\- 

feccarKhan, either from policy or compaffion, did not obey them, 
and Kaum Buklh arrived in fafety at Eeejapore, which he was al- 


* Anghec, Lord of the deftroymg wcafon. This ss-as the name of a feymetar 
belonging to Alt, fon-iii.law to the prophet. 

• A celebrated fortrefs in the Carnatic. 
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lowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quitDckkan, did not 
endeavour to remove him. *■'’ 

Azim Shaw now proceeded with the Imperial camp towards 
Agra, by regular ftages, as if the principal of a caravan, and taking 
the route of Toomree, quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber- 
poie, on liis leftj pioving, by this imprudent ftep, that, when 
deftiny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many 
long Ipaces, void of water 5 lb that, during two days march, great 
numbers of men, women, children, and animals, pcrilhed through 
fatigue and tlurft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw j for he had raflily 
neglcfled the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march- 
ing againft ' Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 

I muft now return to the affairs of Bedar Bukht, whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re- 
ceived orders from his father, Azim Shaw, to march immcdrately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Buklit had the greateft and 
moll: frncere affeftion for his grandfather, who equally loved him ; 
and on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
Upon rccerpt of the melancholy news, he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, wltrch dwelt long upon his mind s for, when I lirw hrm 
afternards at Oojcin, he would frequently w eep at recolleflion of 
his lofs. In obedtence to the orders of his father, he departed 
from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 

* A moft excellent and authentic account of this prince’s adventures and misfor- 
tunes may be feen m Bernier's Travels, which are bound up m Churchill's and XaOrd 
Oxford’s Colleilion of Voyages. Dow alfo details them , but I prefer Bernier's 
account, as more artlcfs. 

horfe. 
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’h'oi^fe, his^own ddpcridants, and carried with him ahoiit thirty 
lacks of rupees^ in ticafuie, pfoperty of his o\^n, not'prefuming to 
touch ‘ twenty lacks m the Impernl treafury, left it ftiould laile 
furpicions of his fidelity ih the mind of his father. Tor the fame 
jeafon, he made not any addition to his foice, though he could 
with eafe hive laifed a great ai my, and might have procured a 
*coioieof rupees fiom the bankers and renters, ’byway of ‘loauj 
without OJ^pre^^on, as did ^Mdludd Bnkfti, when lie marcl;ed 
froTn tliispioviiice agauift Dara Shekhoh. ^ 

On the eve of his maicli, he difpafched^a letter'to me and feveral 
others on his loute/'buf'the couilersbrought noneftohand m due 
time, the public rOads being gbafdcd by officers, whohadoiders 
to feaidh all mbfiengeis, ^and infpeft letters As thc^p^mteexpedled 
jpe on the frontiers 'of Malwa, he'was much difappomtdd on his 
arrualtheic, and repeatedly exclaimed, What can have happened, 

to prevent Hhe coming of Eladht IChIn’” My cnvmies, and 
feveral enVious pdifons, took dccafionito defame me, faying, that I 
would never join him , foi, know mg the jcaloufy between him and 
his father, who was'now empeior, ‘f was "gone to court his favour. 
In this manner did my enemies addrefs bfin, till he arrived near 
Oojem, when, ndt finding me theic,' m'fpite of his regard and 
rthance upon me, fufpicion fouhd loom in his mind of my fidelity. 

i 

■» t ^ 

* Two hunJrcd thouranJ pounds 

* One mill on d tto ^ 

’ Angliti., Accomplilberof-thcVvilIi Youngeft fait of the emperor Shaw jehunn, 
and brother to AulJrr]gCcr, who, hiving made ufc of him to attain the defeat of his 
elder broth rs, confined him m th- fortrefs of Guahar, and afterwards had him put to 
dealli, on his being tri'd and condemned for murder, on the accufauon of a dependant, 
•whofe fithcr he had executed for fome crime, when m power Aulubigecr was 
obliged to difplace the fitft jddgc btfore whom the caufc'was brought, as he refufed to 
give fcntcnce, faying, tlibt d pVinCe putting a man to death m the excrcjfc of his au- 
ihority, for a crime, ought not to be ‘’ccounlcd murder. 
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At length, on the firft of ’Mohinim, the inihce’s letters weic a h 
biought ime altogether, and immediately after, having loaded a 
fmall tent and fome necclTaries on two trained camelt, I departed 
from Mandon, leaving the fortrefs in chaigc of my deal relation, 
and friend, Mecr Sunjir. , ' j t 

I 

The prince had been for Ibme time encamped near Oojcin,, 
waiting for the lucky day to make his entiy into that city, -dfo that 
by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. He 
was moving m his ‘ nallekee towaids the town,- when he pcicehcd ' 
me at a diftance, and faid to his attendants, “ Is not that Eradut 
“ Khan that I fee? " And was fcarcely anfwercd, when I came up. 

He Hopped his train, and opening wide Ins ai ms, cried, “ Come, 

“ come ray_ friend I in cxpedlation of whom my eyes- haic been 
“ ftretched, even to dimnefi..” I killed bis feet, and prefented my 
offeiing. He prefled my head to Ins bofom, and taking off his 
■neem-afteen, put it on my fliouldcrs. His firfl; words were 
lamentations mingled witli teats, for the dcccafed cmpcior his 
grandfather, foi whom he knew the finceiity of my grief. He 
then ordered me to mount my hoile, and ride neai him ; and, 'as 
wc proceeded to the city, related all that had happened to himlelf, 
and his anxiety at not meeting me on tlie borders of the province. 
When I had fatisfied him for my delay, he commanded .thofe who 
had fpoken againfl: me to quit his prelence, with much difpleafure,. 
and refufed to admit them again for many days. 

* The firft month of the Arabian jear * 

• A canopied litter peculiar to, the pnnees, and allot cd now and then to fome few 
great officers of ftate. It is generally of rich maternls, and Often entirely of filver. 

It IS earned on the fhouldcrs of twehe or fifteen bearer’s, on tlJrec pole«, one on each-* 
fide, like ourfedans, and tbc third running under the middle of the machine. 

® An upper robe with half-flceves, commonly made of gold or filter tiftue For a 
prince, or perfon of high rank, to confer any part of his ovm drefs on an inferior, is 
accounted a very great honour to the receiver. 
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Bedar Buklit did not remain in the palace of Oojein ; but, after 
Tievving the city, pitched his camp on the bank of the river, at 
about a cofs diftant. Here he was attended by ' Abdoollah Khan, 
the foubadar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days, 
cxpefling the arrival of his father, when that rafli prince wrote 
him the following firmaun; 

Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 

* Suttulludge, to prevent the approach of the enemy ^ Though ^ 
" he dare not face me, yet you have been guilty of high negleft." 

Soon after my arrival in camp, the prince fent a * Nilhaim, 
with the following words in liis own hand, to my dear fon 
■* Huddaiut Oollah Khan, then Fojedaur of a diftriil of about tw'o 
days journey from Oojein. 

( 

“ Vour father, one of my moft efteemed dependants, attends 
“ the flirrup. I am fm prized that you have not as yet come to the 
“ prefencc.” 

My fon, in reply, wrote to the piince, that he Ihould fhortly 
feck the honour of an audience ; but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnefs, what lefpefl would not permit 
him to mention himfelf. This was, that though 1 had no force 

he, unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice ; that he had 
then with him two thoufand veteran foldiers, all his followers for 
twenty years, uho would accompany him without the limits of his 

* Slave of God. 

* One of the five great rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 

* 'I he letters of the emperor arc ftylcd firrtxauns, thofe of princes, ni/hauns. 

* Diafled b}" God, 
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government. Of thefe he had fent a return to the prince, whom 
he vVould immediately attend, on the advance of a month’s pay to 
enable him to march ; but without that tlicy muft be excufcd. 

His highnefs, in anfwer to this meflagc, faid to me, “ To give 
“ Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not lieli- 
“ tatej but, alas! fliould I call in fuch a force, as your attachment 
“ to me has been reprefented to my father in a fufpicious view by 
“ intercfted perfons, he would inAantly, on the junftion of your 
“ fon’s troops, be convinced of my dhloyalty, and turn his arms 
" from Shaw Aulum againft me. Write this to your fon.” I did 
foj and he declined coming to tlie camp, writing to me the 
following words: “.I.refign you , to the proteflion of a gracious 
“ God, fince I am prevented by my ill-fortune from paying my 
" duty in perfon. I willi you could leave the party with which 
“ you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable." 
God be prailJd, that from his prudent caution, my dear fon 
Remained fecure from the enfuiiig troubles. i 

Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved 
-towards Agra, and was joined from the prefence by Zoolfcccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of ' Kotch, and Dulput 
Boncdela, alfo Amaun Oolla Khan, who were fent by Azim SImw, 

* A principal zemindary in MaUra, now moch circurafcribcd by the Mharattay, 
who allow the raja, a defeendant of Ram Sing’s,* but a very fmall proportion of his 
lands. 

* The Boncdela tribe ofRyapootes are the poITeflbrs of Bonedelcund, an extenfive 

frafl, lying partly In the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper 
chief, the rzjz of Oorcha, defeended from Ber Sing Deo, the founder of the family 
importance, poflefies but little territo^, far the greateft part having been wrefted from 
his houfe by Chutterfaul, one ofa younger branch of the Bonedelas, whofe defeendants 
now hold htstftates jointly with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the land®, and 
produce of the diamond mines of Pirna. , 
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as much to guard the prince’s motions as to afTid: him. ' Mcerza 
Ruja Jcy Sing, ’ Klian Auhim a Dchkan chief, with his brotlrer 
< Munnower Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from the prcfencc, 
with about fix tlioufand horfe. 

The prince ‘Mahummud Azeem Ooffiawn, who liad, by 
Aulumgccr’s ordcis, left his government of Ccng.al to proceed to 
the prcfencc, had reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of 
the emperor’s dcccafe j ujion which he marched to fecure that city 
for his father, Shaw Aulum. 'Mukhtar Khan, the foubadar, 
who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-in-law to Bedar 
Bukht, hoping to impede his progrefs, funk all the boats in the 
Jumna, and placed guards at the ncarell fords. But, alas! what 
power had fuch a vafial to face the fon of his decreed fovcrelgn ? 
The prince moved higher up, and having crofied the river, took 
him prifoner i but regarding his former ferviccs, and thofe of his 


* Zemindar of a conftdcrable territory in the province of Ajmere, named Amtecf} 
but fince this prince’* foundm^ja ncwcitycallcdjc^’pore^therajaniiphasalfotalen that 
name. Jejpore is reckoned the moft regular built city In Hindoftan; and European*, 
vho hav c feen it, fpeak highly of its magnlliccnce. Jc) Sing was a great encourager of 
fticnce, and buiU fcvcral obfervatorics for aftronomical fludiss. He alfo ercdlcd a 
caravanfetat and market in every province of Hindoflan, for the convenience of tra- 
vellers, at his own expencc. The prefent raja of Jejpore, his grand-nephew, poircfTcs 
the city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized by vafials of his family, 
and part by the Mharaitas and Moguf chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jcj-porc 
is the great matt for horfes from Perfia and the northern provinces of Hmdoliart j and 
the eld citadel of Ambeer, clofe to it, is faid to contain vaft wealth hid up by Jey Sing. 
This will probably one d.vy fall into the hands of the Mharaitas, if they arc not {bon 
'diverted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles in Dekkan, that Ihall 
furnifh them employment nearer home. 

. * Anglicc, Lord of the world. 

Enlightened lord ‘ 

‘ Angl.cE, Of high dignity; fcconil fon of Shaw Aulum, the cidtft foiviving foa 
of Aulumgeer. 

^ Anglice, Powerful lord, , 
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family, did not offer him perfbnal injuiies. It had as yet beerl the 
ufage of the princes of this illuftrious Iioufe, thougli a nobleman 
according to i his connefKons with one of them, appeared againft 
another in the field, that the vidldl did not put him to death, or 
dilgrace him. On the contrary, tlie fidelity and valom di(j)laycd 
by him, in the caufc of a defeated rival, were furc recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. The princes knew that the ftability of 
power and regulation of empire refted on tire fupport of an expe- 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, “ that their 
“ enmity was not to the throne; for whenever a prince became 
“ fixed upon it, they were faithful fubjefts. If then we deftroy 
“ them, through whom can we adminifler the government.” By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, tire rules and order of the 
extenlive empire of Hiirdoftan remained uninjured by the quarrels 
of the princes. — Buttoireturn to my fuljeft. 

When Mahummud Bedar Bukht approached the banks of the 
’Chumbul, and Azim Shaw arrived near ‘Gualiar, Azeem Ooflrawn 
detached a confiderable body from Agra, under ’ Motuflrum Khan, 
to guard the fords. Bedar Birkht was fond of enterprize, jealous 
of his honour, and of high mind tempered with prudence, A 
livalfirip for glory had always fublifted between him and his father, 
Azim Shaw, who was of rafli courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent in his conduft. Like the * wlrifkei-twifting vaunters 

• A river in the province of Agra. * 

® One of the moft celebrated fortrefics of Hindoflan, an elegant plate of which, 
with the account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Pophaeji tn 1780, has 
been given to the pubhc by major Renneil , but another, on a larger fcale, with a 
more minute defcriptionof the place, is nowpreparing by the ingenious Mr, W, Hodges,, 
well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India, 
taken by himfelf on the fpot. * , . 1 

” Dignified. 

* The twill of the whilkets m India, and the outrageous cock of the hat inEngland, 
ate alike charaaenftic, 
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of HindofVan, if his fon made any delay on his march, lievronTd 
jefl and fneer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the enemy. 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt rcfolved to crofs the Chumbul itn- 
mediately, and attack the polls of Motufhum Khan ; but tliis 
proceeding was ftrongly oppofed by Zoolfeccar Khan, an experi- 
enced geneml of approved condudi ; upon which a ftrange conten- 
tion took place, which is worthy of relation. 

A number of low-minded perfons, vain and impiudent, fuch as^ 
are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonifts for the nobility of Azeem Olhavvn, regarding 
this as a fit opportunity to fhew their loyalty and attachment,' in- 
terfered in the conduft of affairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
opinion of fome, was fufpefted of treachery, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuade tlie prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum, 
and wilhed to delay engaging till his approach, in order to com- 
plete his defigns of defertion to his caufe, God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo ; but, in the eye of un- 
derffanding, good policy alone feemed to influence his condu6f in 
this affair, 

' When he was informed that the prince had refolved on crofling 
the river the next morning, he repeatedly reprefented, through the 
proper officers, that fuch a ftep was by no means advifeable at the 
prefent crifls ; but the prince refuled to take his opinion. Upon 
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to his highnefs’s tents, and 
requefted an audience, letting forth, that he had affairs of import- 
‘ance to communicate; but the prince would not adrnit him, and 
.fent* word, that nightly council was unlucky, therefore he mult 
Svait till the morning. I had Jieaid of Zoolfeccar Khan’s advice 
during the day, and of the prince’s dilTcnt, but knew not what had 
paffed at night; for I made it a rule never to go to his councils, 

unlefs 
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Tinlefs called upon ; and his highnefs had never failed, till now, to 
fend for me. It happened, that L had been this day to vifit Zool- 
feccai Khan, at his earneft requell,''but not a word on the affair 
in debate palfed between us. Some envious perfons, however, took 
this occafion to perfuade the prince, that I was a partner with the 
general; and, nofwithftanding his conviftion of my fidelity, his 
highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that 
the ancients obferved, " We fhonld never rely on the favour of 
“ piiiices; for when their minds are dilgufted, though without 
caufe, a thoufand yeais of confidence may be deftroyed in one 
“ inftant of fufpicion." 

The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march 
of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which 'he always rode in the day of aftion. I was at 
my devotions, when I ‘heard the ‘drums; but dreffing myfelf in 
hade and aftonilhment, I fpceded to attend him. He had moved 
feme diffance from the tents before I came up. I found him, with 
Ian angiy countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms of Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falle 
wretch, and the like, to fome fervile attendants round his elephant ; 
but,. on perceiving me, he became fiient, and looked more dif- 
pleafcd. According to culVom, I alighted from my horfe to make 
my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor Ipoke, nor fmiled 
iijxin me as he was wont to do, but turned his head another way. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my ftation as ufual on 
his light'handjiclofe to the car of his elephant, and ruminated on 
the 'change in his behaviour, while my enemies, .who during 'the 
night had formed tliis ' telifm,. were rejoicing all around at my 
diftrefs. Though his highnefs did not Ipeak to them after my 

■ 1 I - . . , . . ' . 

, ^ Charm, or talifmanv i 
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arrival, yet f judged, by their exulting, and winhing to one 
another, that fomewhat highly plcafmg to them had happened. 

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to icqneft I would 
attend him ; for he hoped that, at my defire, the prince would 
alter his intention of paffing the river. I informed his liighnefs of 
the officer’s coming, for I never vilited any of the nobility without 
permiffion. Upon this, he angrily exclaimed, “ Go ! ' Your 
“ quiver alfo hangs at his belt!” I then defired the officer to 
return, and tell what he had heard, as I could not go ; but the 
prince, with a furious alpeft, cried out, “ Begone! Why don’t 
“ you go to your friend ? ’’ At beholding this, 3 giddinefs- feized 
my brain, and I became diftradled ; for I never expefted fuch 
words from him, whofe favour 1 thought fmcere, and prided my- 
felf on deferv’mg, by my fidelity. I became raging, ratli, and im- 
petuous, and faid, “ What bufinefs can I, the humbleft of the 
“ humble, have with nobles of Zoolfeccar’s exalted rank ? He 
“ was the firft general of your grahdffither j but your father has 
“ now detached him under your command, and certainly the 
“ power is at prefent in your hands, to treat him as you pleafe.” 
His highnefs, upon this, more angrily than ever, exdaimed, 
“ Surely" the emperor hath not made you my tutor ! ” - What 
fliall I fay ? Heaven and earth feemed to fall at once upon my 
llioulders, and I wiftied to die that inftant; but thefe words invo- 
luntarily flipped from my tongue : " What is my ability, to be- 
“ come tutor to a prince like your highnefs ? Yet, Ihould the trufl: 
■“ be offered me, I would ratficr fly from fociety with a fliom head, 
than accept it.” To tills be made no reply, and I quitted his 
pelfon without ceremony. 

” An aiomatical eiptcffion, fienifybg that he was attached to his party. 
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I had not gone far, when the generous, forbearing, patient and 
benevolent prince, cherifli’er of his friends, fent to me the ' daroga 
of his khowaus, to fay, as from himfelf, “ What troublefome 
“ dreams hatli my friend feen, to dilbider his imagination, and 
"■make him rave? Know you not, that Ipies have prejudiced my 
“ father againft you, as myadvKer? Therefoie, as much con- 
“ tention paffed laft night, between me and Zoolfeccar Klian, and 
“ I have juft now infulted that deceitful traitor, I Ijioke angrily to 
“ you alfo, to remove fufpicion of my treatment of him proceeding 
“ from joui counfel, not fuppofing you could mifappiehcnd me.”' 
Upon this, I flopped till the prince came up, when 'he called me 
to him,' and fmiling, whilpered in my eai, “ 1 have beheld your 
“ deep penetration." I replied, “ I did not expeft fuch expreflions 
“ from your highnefs.” He anfwered, “ I alfo wifhed to tiy 
" your patience, my friend, who pretend to fo much prudence, 
" with fuch heat and partion.” Having faid this, he took fiom 
his neck a large cornelian of * Yemmun, on which were engraved 
fome prayers in a beautiful charafler, and, giving it to me, faid 
aloud, “ Admire this graring 1" at the fame time nodding that I 
(hould keep it; but I returned it, fignifying privately, that the 
gift was improper before fo many envious witnclfcs. At length, 
my late exulting and mean-fpirited enemies, feeing me again in 
favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to tonverfe with his high- 
nefs ; who then faid, “ Surely you muft have forgotten what my ■ 
" fathei wrote to me, concerning you, three days fmee, and my 
“ anfwer to his majefty 1” That affair I will relate. 

I 

The prince had thiee days before received a firmaun under his 
father’s own hand, and I went with him to meet it, agreeable to 
cuftom. About midnight, he lent for me again, and cariied me 

^ * Overfecr of dvmeftic atteodantv- * Arabia Felix. 

into 



into the fleeplng apartment of Ins * mahal, where he had been 
fitting with the mother of * Bedar Dil,. who retired as I came in, to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmaun, anddefiredmetoread 
it. In it was written, in Azim Shaw’s own hand, the following 
fentence: “ You are day and night conCuIting with Eradut Khanj 
*' I wifh to know for what purpofe !" When I had returned the 
paper, his highnefs afked wliat was fit to write in anfwer. 

I replied, “ I am your fenant. Difmifs me for the prefent, 
** and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return.” He 
exclaimed, “ You muft not leave me ; but fome anfwer muft be 
■‘‘•written. I will attempt one; but you , muft alfo compofe 
“ another, and we will fend that we both approve." ^ He then gave 
me pen, ink and paper, fiomhis ftandifir,’ andfeatedmcatalamp. 
He wrote, and I wrote. Wlrcn we had finifhed, it appeared, on 
comparifon, that we had both wiitten the fame, almoft without 
the difference of a word, as follows : 

" It muft be remembered in the /acred mind, that your majefty, 
in paffing tlirough MaUva to the prefence of the ’ Shadow of 
“ God, faid to your flave, Eredut Kban is cur boufeboJd Jervant, 
“ iruly /cyalj 'wife and experienced, I give him to you^ that., 'when 
" important chairs Jhall come in agitation, you may confiilt voitb him, 
“ Health to your mtyefty ! What crifis of affairs can be more im- 
** portant than the prelent ? According to tlie orders founded in 
“ benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairs public 
** and private. I know not what fulpicions thole admitted to the 
“ piefence may have formed of this faitliful fervant, but, were 
“ they communicated to me, I could remove them to the /atisfac- 
“ tion of your majefty.” 

' nie ladies apartmen**. * His Ion ; Anglice, Vigilant mind. ^ The 
emperor Aulumgcer. r J ' 

The 
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The prince applauded me much, and faid, “ with this able 
« judgement and the fimilarity of our dirpofitions, how can 1 
" avoid giving you my efteem ? ” But to be fmccre in this affair, 
juftice was oil the fide of Azim Shaw; for Bedar Bukht was rival 
to his father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for 
me, I was never.in the lervice of Azim Shaw, nor had ever made 
him profeffions of duty, being wholly devoted to his fon. i 

Being alone with him one night, he fuddenly threw his arms 
about my neck, and holding down his head upon my breaft, faid, 
“ If a fovereign and parent feeks the life of a fon, and that fon is 
“ truly infoimed of his intention, how Ihould he aft in felf- 
" defence ? Have you a precedent for it ? ” 

I replied, “ Such a queftion is unnecelTary. The behaviour of 
" your 'grandfather to his father is a fufficient precedents and 
“ ibvereigns are forced to expedients which arc not julUfiahle in 

other men,” , 

I I 

Converfation of this fort often palfed between ,us ; and one 
evening he afked me, how he might grin an opportunity of feizlng 
his father. I replied, " An opportunity will offer thus : When 
“ he has gained the viftory over Shaw Aulum, you iwill be the 
“ firft to congratulate him. The tioops will then be.leparated 
“ here and there in fearch of plunder, or looking after the dead 
" and wounded; and, as the tents will not be ready, your father 

will be only under a ' lhaumianeh, furrounded by a few ’ kanauts. 

* Alluding to Aulumgeer's detlironcment of Shaw Jehaun. ' 

* A canopy of cotton cloth, 

^ Walls of cotton cloth, ^^h^ch are always pitched round the tents of all who can 
afford them. The principal chiefs ha\e them, cnclofing ground of a great extent 
round theirs. They ha^e a very fplendid appearance. Bernier gives a good defenp- 
tion of a Mogul camp, to which tlie curious may refer, 
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i‘ Yop will be admitted to audience, attended by fuch of your fol- 
V lowers aS may have defcrved jiotice in the aftion by their gallant 
", Condudlj and, Bt fooh at time,' they will be allowed their arml. 
5‘ ft is probable yoilr father will not have many petfons with him 
'j' between the kanauts. 'Then is your time." The prinpe eagerly 
exclaimed, ‘You have fpoken well 1 Dare you, at fuch a time, 
" ftrike the blow i , 

"iTeplied, that though-the'aS was eafy, yet a facred oath retted 
upon, our family-never to flied the blood of a prince unlels by 
chanCein battle, rip engaged in the caufe of g rival,- when it would 
be exciifable. I'lfthen’faid, ■’* Yourotlier opportunity will be thus : 
“ Ihould the enemy flj,' an army will be fentin purfuif, and pro- 
" bably under your command, while your father, fetting his mind 
" at 'eafe, will be employed,' without" fulpicion, in pleafure and 
" rejoicing. You may return fuddenly upon him, -and gain ypur 
"• wifhe's. Should this' opportunity not •bc^ur,’ as you are his el’dett 
“ fon and have feen much fervice, he will certainly appoint you to 
“ the government of Dekkan. You will have then a powerful 
" army abyour'dirpofal. As your 'father’s behaviour is difguftful 
" to the people, and many of the courtiers diflike him, they will 
“jaid your pretenfions. "Ufe open force,, and try for whom God 
" Will decide.” t ' ■' “ ) ’ • i , - . , 

Bedsc 'Bukkt; hsvmg crofled Bte' CAura&ul at an unoblerved 
ford, the' troops 'of Azeem Oolhaun, who were ftationed on the 
banks of the river in another quartei, left their artillery in the 
various pofts, and fled to Agra, happy to lave their lives. Z09I- 
feccar, who had advifed the prince to remain on the other fide, 
feeing he had crofled, now came up rduftantly, and congratulated 
him on the fuccefs 6f his march. This fubmiflion pleafing liis 
liighnefs, he refolved on the morrow to honour him, with. a vifit, 
7 „ . in 



in -d/der/fo 'atone -for" ■his' lafc^behdviour.- :"Zboifeccar KIian,' 
heiing- of 'his, intention, fenta- meflii^' to me; defirin^ that - 1" 
• would ■peVfuade'hirii 'to •lay'it'aCdc,''as 'iiis''highnks’s vifit_w6ul(i^ 
occafion Variouf fepdftC bS’d the caule b^ inlerttd in the intdligence 
■of-ihifpies’- with"retnar]cs that wbuldinjnre the' prlntb arid himfelf ' 

in the'bpiriiori’o'f'Aaim'SKaw.''' ■ y' i ‘ ‘ . 

f rd' ,r!v/ ?!i!l i':-:'.". ;o‘! ' 

’ I was'pi'eparirig'To ifcnife’the cbmmini'cirfi-'buf before could’ 
leaw' my 'tbritj •Zdolfeccar Khan" palled d by,' having Afolved td'^o 
himfelf -to' the priri'cei^'' -Begging pardon for'his boldriefs, hepre-” 
ferited’’a'‘garla'nd of -flowers- to his'highrie'fs, ' wh'o^ fofte'ried -with . 
his humility; Ihewed^hirri’ mbre-favbuf than was ebrififtent’vvitir Bis’ 
ovirn dighity;;;' It wai a' rule bf -_Aulu!rigcer's,' never to' flieW frith 
coridefc'erifion to’ the' nobility; ’as' to' make them tbirib'th'emftlvbs ’ 
top'necelTaiy to' hirrii-'brit he' coridritled'hitriferf 'lb as to be heldin’ 
refpeflful veneration,' by thole even'riearcft-his perfon'i '' Certairi'it’ 
is; '.that too much' hlimilityriri' a Ibvcreign' Ibfes' hint' the bbjebl:' for 
which it is aflumed; 'The pririce, havirig-’honbufed'him’wiiK'thet 
robe, he had on,, and arich ‘firpeach of jewels, ,difmiired him with 
- numerous profelTibris' of kindnefs;,' j ': .- i 

. ^/Zo'olfeccar kh’ari'.the .fame evening made another Vilitj.'wHcri' 'If. 
otilyjwiiftairig'riiitli,tlv;pcia<K,' and thus' begi'a'to'bffer'hisiadv&et* 

**' ' Since- vnnr'bio-hn'pri: ' bus rmtlpit 'fbp -rivpr ntr ftip 


‘'deft'.youf father fliduld conceive' evil- fiilpicibns/ 'br’’'tiie' afmy^. 

_! >, . bi". ,,:r. , b! /ill,/ 


slid, 

i_r_t 1... 


t . 7 , 


Garlands made of the chumbecly, a Ibrt.of double Jafmine, are always introduced' ■ 
with the betel at entertainments, arid ^prcferitW td*tKe 'gucft's'*}' alfo faflels oJ“ Ifie^lame^- 
for the^rb’arii and fometimeV leaves of gbli and filvcffdils, ‘aVe irttenvciVm Vith the^ 
flowers.’ ’ ' ’ ' ' ’ ■ 

Th^ firpeach’ is a jewel for'the turban*- . A kdlgheej-or.egretj.isT'generaUjrworft ' 


with it. 


;.tZi h I'-?;.-/, l/ik I 
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“ fiippofe that you fear to engage him.” ’ The prince 'did not 
anfwer him, but nodding to me, laid, " Have you Iieard what he i 
“ obferved ?” I replied, “ Yes ; and he is an experienced general ' 
“ and faithful fervant ; yet there' arc fome' points to be confidered. . 
“ Though engaging Azeem Oofliaun is no hazaidous enterprize, 

“ yet he is alfo a pr'mce j and if, now your hlghnefs has croffed. 

'■ the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproach 
“ of delay will reft on him. Let us confider alfo who is neareft to 
“ us, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Aulum. If the former, let us march t 
“ yet Azeem Oolhaun, if defeated, has the city of Agra for a re- 
“ fuge, to reduce which muft require Ibme days. His father may ' 
“ alfo an ive with his vaft'army, laid to be an hundred thoufand • 

horfe, and he has already with Iiim thirty thou&nd. If Zool- - 
" ifeccar Khan judges he can, without the aid of yo'ur father,, ' 
" engage thei'e two 'armies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s expe-' 

“ -rience and valour, what caa we dread ? Let us march.”. Zool- . 
feixar Khan,' in. reply to this, only faid, as was i his manner whent t 
pleafed, “ Good! good! good! He hath fpokcn well.’.’ , , 't 

Some days after this, Azlm Shaw approaching near, Bed^'Bulcht: 
moved a cofs in front, the,ipot he was upon 'being chofen for his 
father’s tents j and the morning of his arrival, .went two cofs from » 
the camp to meet him* < A'rim Shaw loved. him as a fon, though,* 
from the attention Ihewn him by Aulumgeer, hcLhad regarded him . 
as a rival. , When he now beheld him, after long abfence, ^patemah 
fondnels for the inftant overcame his jealoufy,. and he received him. 
with ftrong marks of affection, conferring ^upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the ‘ chaurkub,. a fword fet with jewels, elephants 
and horfes. The prince, after the interview, afkeJ me if I would 
not pay my refpefts to his father : to which I leplied, that I did 

* An upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the rop] familj, the vizier of 
dic.eBipire, and Ameer al Amra. 

not 
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dbt'wifli it, having no defire to engage his notice, or embrace his 
fervice , but,i upon his obferving that my declining it would occa- 
fion much fuiplcion, I confcnted, and was introduced. Azim Shaw, 
upon feeing me, <faid,." Are you alio corae^”i 1 replied, " Yesj 
“ but without orders. 1 I left my ftation,t though far diftant from 
“ the route of your majefty. Who elfe has done fo ? " He con- 
ferred the ufual Uielaut upon me, land gave orders for my being 
employed. ; M H i 

' / f I i 11 Jt 1 1 I ’ ’ 

Empire having been decreeito iShaw Aulum, from the agency 
of deftiny, fuch vanity took pofieffioh of the mind of Azim Shaw, 
tliat he was convinced his brother, though fupported by the 
myriads of ‘ Toor and Sullum, durft not meet him in the field. 
Hence, thofe who brought intelligence of his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards^ fo that no one cared to Ipeak the trutli j 
as was formerly the cafe with the emperor ‘Humaioon, during the 
rebellion of the Afghan Shere Shaw. Even his chief officers feared i 
to difclole intelligencej fo that he was ignorant of the fuccefsful , 
progrefs of his rival. 

I 1 n 1 J ' 

At length Shaw Aulum having reached ‘ Muttra; lent by a cele- 
brated dirvefli the following melTuage to Azim ^haw. “ By the ' 

divine ’aufjirces, we inlieiit fiom our anceftors an extenfive-* 
“ empire, cohiprehending many kingdoms. It will be juff andT 
'• glOiious not to draw the fwoid againft each other, nor confent 

j 

* Vaft armies, mentioned in the Koraun. ” ^ 

* Father of Akber See his reigmn Dow’s ^ ^ 

> A city about eighteenoofs N of Agra, much venerated by thb Hindoos, it bemg» 
t ic birth |}lace of their god Kifhen There vircie formerly very rich temples in it , 
but one, more celebrated than the reft, and crefled by Eer-Smg, deo raja, of Oorcha, 
coft thirty fix lacks of rupees It was razed by AuUimgeer, who built a mofc;-», on 
the fte with the materials Muttra, however, hSs ftiU many temples, which aro^ 
vitlted by pilgrims from all-parts of India ? ‘ ^ 


** to 
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", to filed the blood of the feithfuL t Let its equally "dividi the' 
‘I empire between us. bThough I ana the elder, Idvill leave the^ 
“• clioicein your power.” Azim Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty," 
leplied,' that iiq woilld anfwer his 'brother ’oh tlie.morrovv in the' 
field, , and upon this, the meflenget departed. Azim Shaw marched 
the next morning, and encamped 'between lajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain .void of water, fo that-thnarmy Was much diftretTed. 
Intelligence arrived during this d,iy, that Shaw Aulum was' 
encamped feven cofs diftant, and intended moving on the moi row, 
but to what quarta' was not Jthown.l - 

1 s / ! ) I 'It j : I »• ' , - ' • ' 

jlj have I already, meiitioned,, that my.defign is not to write the! 
hiltory^of kings, .but of myfelf.jand what I have feen.'. lAccord-' 
ingly, ofi the, battle between the brothers, I fiiall only'relate-fuchi 
circumftaftceS as I was an'eye-witnefsof. - ’ ’ ' d_ 

- ti ',11110b r V I ... - II . . ' ’ “ 

fst'hoi'Ru' ® daiynl Darting fire, 'and: 

eaUwiii, tinge^wMi-blpodijof whofehorrors_ the laft.daycan only ptoi’eans 
.c.lji’. Imitation. Call it not-moiningj it was the day. of jndgmentjj 
Call it not dawn i it was the evening of death 1 Call it not day, 
but, the gloomy eve of the wora of time I ' , ■ ; 

^ ^ tt * IJ I * > ‘ d 

Mahummud Bedar Bulcht, who commanded the advanced coma, 

3 l‘rv.- n J .11 r _ S . SJ w * 

-oj the army, having given the necelTary orders, began his ma^-ch., 
Mewasmcmmeitipon lns.’{avbnle elephant, and Vus moft valu^, 
attendants’ were near his perfon. Zoolfeccar Khan ’with the tno 
Raujepoet chiefs. Ram Sing and Dulput Roy, alfo Amaun, Oollah 
Khan, followed them, indined fomewhat to the left of the,prince. 
The main body of the army marched next, in the center of .Which 
rode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers hnd a numerous 
band of Mogul, Afghan and Hindollanee ' munfubdaurs, of 

* Anglice, Holding rank, Perfons of family, but without atles of nobility, , , 

* approved 



.learn&l the pbfitioti of the 

V Aulura^'.' : ‘ ’ ' 

I-'';. ,h; 

; Mahummud Eedar Bukht'had reached a village, hrar which was 
a.llream 9F clear waterj- arid foirie wells were.alfo rpund.about it. 
ihc troops'a^ this time were much leparated, and every chiefs rinat- 
t'entlveito order, -.movedias he chofe;. •, Seeing which, J reprefented 
to.tlie prince,' that the. mam body was far behind that, the country 
•in his 'front, \yas dcftitute pf yyater fqr.'fome miles,; and the day .prod 
rnifed to be diftreffmgly hot,’ Without order, without intelligehce 
of tlie^enemy'a motions, ryhere.would he haftcn fjjj I remarked the 
fcattercd march ^of. his followers; ‘Zqolfeccar;Khart!obhqu^._fo far 
to the left as- fcarcely 'to be yifible,.,' and -cither chiefs' equally^diftant 
iii'eyciy quarter. A I obfcrved, - that, if-he halted .here tilffome news, 
arrived,. of the enemy,' there' .'was .fufficient .water .to 'refrefh the 
troops,, the- artillery. [Wquld ,,cqm.e,-up, the; emp'eror .-haye.’ 'tirriei to-, 
join, and , qrderb.e reftpred, injthe line,; , alfp ■that',. Ih’puld- the enemy 
advance upon' him, he would have the advanfage of gopd,:g'rbur(d. 
arid plenty of water. He replied,. “ Your advice is juft. Go, and 
inform- my father I fhall follow ,it,V..,. ... p ,5 . 

i It' happened '.iilfo', that, Shaw Aulum'^had.hb'.&lvice'bfl tlie "route- 
of ‘oUr anriy.; arid,' as thcre'i was' But''ittfe^ vyat|'f..tVlie.rej'he°.was 
cricariiped,' he' had this' mbrning dilpatclied.' liis rriairi body undefc;- 
‘ Mbiiauim 'Khan,- wKile'.he, ivTth his 'Ions arid perlprial attaidaritsi, ' 
hunted.along the bank of the']uriiria.'His',**pcenikhaneii, with the 
ulual'cfdott under ' ftobft'um-dij Khan, 'was .coining on in fronts of 
the atmy'iri'th'e fariie'rbufe'as bri'r,]ihe.V„’j., 

Anglicl, Fortunate;;!. He \TOs chief mvmftet'to’Shaw’Aulum.', — '• 1 ^ 

' * Anglicci' Adviced houfe.’ jThe-Hihdoftanee ch5ef$ have -always two feis of. 
tents, &C. one of which is always difpatch^, in front of the army, to the next ground, 
of encampment, and pitched for tbeir reception. , ■ , > ' ■ ' \ ' 

* Angllce, Of heart like *Roo{loih,' the cdebrated-'champion of FJrdofi’s Shavr— • 
namtneh, or Hiftorj’ of Pcrfian IGngs,. 


approved ivaloufJ :M''e .hadnot as yet 
enemy, or what was' the delign of Shav 
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Upon the delivery of my mefiage to Azrm Shaw, he replied, 
“ It is very r.ell. Go, and inform my fon I am coming up. ^ I 
returned to the promifed place of halt ; but what did I behold 1 
Tire prince had marched on, rmd left the village unguarded. I 
fpeeded after him, and, upon gaining the line, faw a joyful feene 
of congratulation on viftory. When the prince faw me, he eagerly 
exclaimed, " I congratulate you on viflory!” I replied, " How 
“ comes viflory, without a battle Upon which his highnefs, 
turning to a courier, faid, “ Tell Eradut Khan what you have feen." 
This foolilh wretch then affirmed, that he had feen the ' Sewarree 
elephant of Shaw Aulum, without a rider, and with but few at- 
tendants, running off towards Agra. The prince then faid, that 
bur left wing had defeated the enemy, and taken all their baggage. 
The caufe of this imaginary viflory was thus : Tlie advanced 
baggage of Shaw' Aulum falling in with our left wing, was at- 
tacked, and, the efcort being Cnall, foon taken. The elephant feen 
'running away, belonged to Roollum-dtl Klian, who commanded 
the efcort. ’ 

The prince, however, now ordered [me to go and inform his 
father of the vifloty, fuppoftng that my being the bearer of good 
news would give me favour in his mind. I declined going, and 
obferved, that I could not carry intelligence fo very ridiculous and 
groundlefs j upon which the prince was angry, and exclaimed, 
“ What do you mean ?” I replied, “ Let us reafon on the fuh- 
jefl. Is not Shaw Aulum the ion of Aulumgeer, and claimant 
of the throne? Has he not advanced from Cabul to Agra, with 
“ four fons, valiant like himfelf, and a great army ? Can then any 
•' perfon of judgment even fuppofe, that he Ihould bafely fly 
!' without a battle, or even having feen his enemy? What dread 


* TTist on which he ufuallj roJe. 


” can 
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“ can have feized him, who was a valiant leader in the wars of 
“ t)ckkan, againft ' Samba, Sunta, and ' Dhunna ’ Acadents 
“ »wdl happen to the baggage of armies, and this boafted vidtory 
■“ is no moie. Your troops have plundeicd his advanced tents; 
“ but woe to thofe who have been thus emplojed! If impiortant 
“ fervice fliould now offer, they will be ufelefs, confufed as they 
, “ are, and encumbered with fpoil.” To thele remaiks the prince 
angnly exclaimed, “ You are always appiehenfivc, and foreboding 
“ ill'" He then ordered jCafim, the ‘darogah of his divan, to 
carry the intelligence of viQory to Azim Shaw. 

I 

Scarce half an hour after this had elapfed, ji hen a great dull 
arofe upon oui right. Upon this, I faid tp the prince, “ Behold 
1 " the confequence of our yiflory, and the flight of Shaw Aulum 1 
" Yon cloud precedes at leaft fifty, thoufand horfe." Juft; as I 
had concluded, another dull arofe, wliich certified a fccond body 
of troops approaching I defired his liighncfs to prepare for aftion, 
while yet the enemy was at fome 4iftance.‘' He then faid, “ Will 
“ you now go, and inform my father of tlic enemy’s approach ?” 
To this I replied, “ Though I wifti not to quit your highnefs’S 
“ perfon, yet, as I am ordered, I muft obey and, having faid 
this, 1 1 rode off with fpeed towards Azim Shaw. On my way, I 
beheld ftrange diforder. Amaun Oollah Khan, a reputed good 
officer, who afted as ’ herauwul to the prince ‘ Wallajah, I met: 
with only two or three hundred ftragglmg horfe. Azim Shaw was 

V ' Son to the celebrated Mharatta chief Sewajee, whom he fuccccdcd, but \Tas taken 
•prifoner, and put to death by Aulumgeer 

* Another fon of Sewajee< 

* A famous Mharatta chief 

* Supenntendant of the hall of audience. ^ , 

* Leader of the advanced corps 

*-* Anglicc, Of high ranJe. He was younger fon to Azim Shaw j 

» . F , acoft 
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S cofs and a half faitherinthe rear, and his troops become lepe- 
rated into three divifions, Ib that I could not eafily diftinguifli the 
royal poll: ; for the train of artilleiy had been left in Dekkan, and 
the ftandard elephants were out of theii ftations, fo that there was 
nothbg to mark the emperor fiom a dillance. When Terbeut 
IClian was removed from the command of the artiUeiy, and his 
fucceffor applied for ordeis concerning it to Azim Shaw, he was 
.much enraged, and paflionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that I 
“ will ufe cannon againft a 'breeder of cattle? I will not even 
“ draw the fword, but hruife his head with a ftaff.” 

' At length I perceived the imperial * umbrella, and haftened to- 
wards it. Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli- 
gence, that they might accommodate it to the humour of their 
mafter, demanded my bufinefs ; but, not liftening to fuch' weak 
flatterers, I rode on. When Azim Shaw faw me, lie made a fignal 
-for me to advances but, fuch was the crowd, I had fcarce ability 
to pulh through it. At length, having come near to his 'travelling 
throne, I alighted from my horfe, and faid, “ The Jsrince informs 
your majefty of the enemy’s near approach.” What fliall I fay? 
Azim Shaw, flarting as if flung by a fcorpion, with furious looks, 
eyes rolling, and, as was his cuftom when angry, pulling up his 
fleeve, exclaimed, “ Comes an enemy to met" Being vexed at 
his manner, I replied,. “ So it appears.” He then taJ.lrd atpiid Jar 
his war elephant, and, in a frantic manner whiihng a * crooked 

• Alluaing to the bulloclcs ufcd for the draft of the artillery, umverfal in Hindolhm. 
» The umbrclh IS one of the imperial enligns , and, when the ctKiuctte of the court 
• vras kept up, no fubjcil Jared to carry one. 

» A feat, or rather fmall couch, fixed on three poles, hie the ruDekee defenbed in a 
former note^ 

A (hort crooked ftaif, about three feet in length, not unlike a croHer, ufed by 
tkeeretoleanonwheathev Ct, and often by peefons of tank as an emblem of humi- 
hty, and having declared themlclvcs difciples to feme holy man. 

t • fla® 
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ftafF, flood upright in his throne, and tauntingly faid, “ Be not 
“ alarmed ' I am coming up to my fon.” Hurt at this infult to 
the fpirit of my prince, I fai'd, " His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 
“ afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
“ the enemy's approach, that your majefly may advance with the 
“ troops, and take the poll: uflial for the emperor in the day of 
“ battle.” 

) 

, Having faid this, I rode off to rqoin Bedar Bukht r but flich 
aowds funounded me to afk for news, that I could not difengage' 
myfelf till within a rocket’s flight of the prince, Jufl as I had_ 
reached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball ftruck the 
bieaft of an attendant clofe to his perlbn. ' 1 ' 

1 I . . 

As I had not been undrefled for the laft two nights, and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun and wind being 
burning hot, my flrength now fiiUed me, and I fainted away. MyJ 
brother, feeing this, lifted me from my horfe, .laid me on the^ 
ground, and loofened my armour, but could get no water to revive, 
me. The prince, obferving mydiftiefs, generonfly fent me a fmalb 
vell'el from his elephant, which gave me new nfc. I untied the, 
folds of my vefl, and ponied fome of tlie water on my bieafl, but. 
was ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was come up ; 
but, contiary to the cuftom of theemperbis, whofe flation is thei 
rear of the center, puflied on towards Bedar Bukht, and his 
attendants crowded after him without order. Ameei Khan paffing 
by, . and feeing .ms on the ground, offered me a feat witli him on , 
h'ls elephant, as did others of my friends, but I lefiifed them all. 
At length my own elephant arriving, I mounted, and lay witn my 
breaft bare upon tliiee fkins of water, which luckily for me were' 
in the feat, to prevent my fainting a lecond time. The tiain ele- 
phants of Azim Shaw, thofe of liis women, of the treafury, and 
F 2 the 
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the office, now puflied between me and BedarEukht, fo tbat 
I. was removed fomediftance from him. 

The two bodies' of the cncfny had now dpproSched, and halted 
within a ‘ rocket's flight of oui line. One of thefe was headed by 
the piince Azeem Oofhaun, the other by Monauim Khan, with 
whom were alfo the princes * Moiz ad Dien jehaundar Shaw and 
’ Jehaun Shaw. Our line was fo prefled upon on each flank, and in 
the rear, by baggage elephants, cattle and followers, as greatly to 
incommode the troops, and render them nfelefs. Shaw Aulum's 
artillery played upon us incefiantly, and did gi eat execution; and 
bis fons advancing, flred fliowers of mufquetry, which fell like 
hail. A line of lockets extendmg in fronl of our army, was re- 
peatedly difeharged with great effeft. The fun, obfeured by dull and 
flnoke, was in the meiidian, and the heat exceffive. At length our 
troops, grown impatient from the galling of the enemy's cannon, 
prepared to charge. This being told me by my brother, who fup- 
ported me on the clephaht, I raifed myfelf as much as I could, 
adjufted my armour, and obferved the motions. I faw Khan Aulufn 
move towards the enemy with great rapidity, upon which I waved 
my handkerchief as a fignal for the prince Bedar Bukht to follow, 
which he did, fo that I IhorBy could fee only the top of his 
■*amaury. As to myfelf, I could not move, being wedged in by 
the crowd of ckpbants around me. 

* The rocket in India is u/cd m war, and the chamber being made of iron, does 
execution wherever it Itrikes, t>dt cannot te fent in true direction. It will reach from 
three to four hundred yards. 

* Anghcc, Refptact of the faith, king poHening the world , eldeft fon of Shaw 
Aulum. 

* King of the world ; youngeft fon of Shaw AOum. 

A canopied feat for an elephant. An open one is called hoy.zah, or howdah. 
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Ai Khan Aulum advanced nearet the enemy, his followers di- 
minillied, gradually lagging behind, and not above three hundred 
ftuck by him to the chaige. When I faw this, I well knew that 
all tVas loft. The bhrve chief, however, penetrated to the elephant 
of Azeem Oolhaun, and hurled’ his fpear at the prince, but it 
mtlfed him, and ftruck the thigh' of an attendant ; when the ptmce 
dftw an arrow, which pierded the heart of Khan Aulum, and he 
died on the inftant. His brother, Munnower Khan, was alfo 
wounded. Their followers fell back in the utmoft confulion, and 
fled, as did the greateft part of oui right wing, leaving the prince 
Wallajah in a manner alone , but, notwithftanding this defertion, 
he heroically kept his poft. Amaun Oollah Khan, feeing his 
dangei , haftened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting 
ih the pad fuppoiting his feat on the elephant, it took file, and 
burnt fo furioully as to pain the animal, who turned back. The 
-khan, hklf burnt, fell to the ground 5 and his troops, thinking he 
was killed, fled in diforder. The prince Wallajah, upon this, re.- 
treated for llielter towards Bedar Eukht. 

I 

A body of the enemy,' under Bauz Khan Afghan, flow attacked t 
Zoolfeccar Khan, but was repulfed with great lofs, and the 'chief 
badly Wounded ; but, by the decrees of Providence, Ram Sing 
Harra, and Dnlput Raow Bonedelab, on whofe valour and con- 
duit Zoolfeccar Khan moft depended, were both killed at the fame’ 

, inftant by a cannon fhot ; upon which their raujepoots loft all ' 
confidence, and fled with the dead bodies of their chiefs. Zool- 
feccar Khan, howeyer, yet lemained firm with his own followers ; 
but. Upon being charged, by the Whole of Azeem Oofhaun’s divi- 
fion, he left the conduft of the battle to Syed ' Muzuffir, and • 
retired to the rear of Azim Shaw's poft uith Hummeed ad Dien t 
Khan, and, having difmounted from his elephant, fled on horfe— 


Viflonous. 


back 



jS MEM 0-I;R s OF, .T,H E 

back to Gualiar, where he was received by liis father, ' AfTud Klian. 
His flight determined the rout of our army. 

* The piincipal followers and perlbnal attendants of Azim Shavr 
now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the ground, fat down 
to wait the charge of the enemy, and fell their lives in defence of 
their patron. Syed Abdoolla, and his brother. Houffein Ali Khan, 
of the illufttious houfe of Barreh, ever celebrated for valour, whofc, 
anceftors had in every reign performed the moft-gallant aftions, if 
poflible fuperior to tlieir fires, defeended from their elephants, and 
prepared to engage on foot. The battle now raged hand to hand 
with fabres, and great flaughter on both fides. Houflein Ali Khan 
received feveral wounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood. 
Amaun Oolla Khan was killed. Terbeut Khan, Muttullub Khan, 
and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all their arrows, ufed 
their fabres; but the former was foon killed by a mufquct ball, and the 
two latter fell dow n faint with many wounds. Suffawee Khan, of 
the royal houfe of Perfia, 'Meerza Abdoolla, and a numerous band 
of great officers of Azim Shaw,were flain, after each had fhewn the' 
valour of Rooflum in his defence. • At laft a mufquet ball,- and 
feveral arrows, ftruck the prince Bedar Buklit, and he funk down 
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief 
exclaimed, “ Hadil thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns 
“ and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled 

in duft and blood !’* 

Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ftill alive, when a 
whirl of duft winded towards him from the army of Shaw Aulum. 
From this now iflued Monauim Khan with a feledt band, the 
princes Azeem Oolhaun, Moiz ad dien Jehaundar Shaw, and 
Jehaim Shaw. Azim Shaw loon received a mortal wound from a 


’ * Anglicc, Lion; Cgnifying like one in valour. 
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mufquet ball,' and refigned his Ibnl to the Creator _of life. Tlie 
prince Wallajah alfo funk down in tire fleep of death. I now made 
my efcape towards Agia, not chufing to go to the enemy’s camp, 
though 1 hadriia/iy friends, who would have given me proteflion. 

i I 

' Rooftum dil Khan, Who, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort of Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his elcape cut off, paid his refpefts 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with 'great firmnefs. Seeing him dead, he 
iifcended fhe elephant, and cutting off the head of the corpfe, 
remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum. 
With exulting hope of gi eat reward, 'he laidbis priM at the prince’s 
feet 5 but the compaffionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
flaughteied brother in fuch difgrace. Hied tears of afiedhon, and 
gave tiifni nothing 'but reproaches He ordered the head to be 
buried with proper refpedl, and forbad the liiaich of iidlory to be 
beaten. • ' ‘ ' 1 j 

Mbnauim Khan took charge of tlie bodies of the unfoitunate 
princes, and treated the ladies of their harams with' the iitmofi: 
refpedl and {endemefs Though he had received a dangerous 
wound, and fuffered exti erne pain, he conce.iled his fituation, and 
continued on the field till late at night, to rellore order and pi ei ent 
phmdei. He could not difmount from his elephant without help' 
and was obliged, no pallekee being at hand, to be earned in a clotii 
to the prefence of Shaw Aulum His eldefl fon, Nyeem Khan, 
alfo was dangeroufly wounded by a ball in the neck, and was reco- 
vered with difficulty. Shaw Aulum pafied the night undei afhau- 
TOianeh on the field of battle, and the next day, liacing uttaincd 
the important objefl of empire, with his mind freed fiom the 
8 ’ > ■> . ' .‘11 dread 
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dread of ^ -rival, moved in^triumph to the gardens of ' DJicra. 
rojind whicii his army, encamped. , , , 

‘ I fhall now relate fame particplars neceffary to be known con- 
cerning Shaw Aulum . his march from Cabul, and other proceed- 
ings. to the day of engagement with his unfortunate brothci Azim 
Shaw. I 1 

' Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
■Rhan to be ' dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then held the govern- 
ment of pabul. This nobleman was of great abilities, adlive in 
the cabinet, refolute m evecution, and of unbending integrity of 
mind. He foon arranged the prince’s affairs, which, before his 
coming into office, werealways in confufioii, owing to the afccn- 
dancy of unworthy favourites. Diffolute and oppreffive, they, 
from felf-interellcd motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him flora doing juflice. A fuperiluous foldieiy was ■ 
kept up, exceeding the abihty of the revenue, and, being confe- 
quently ill paid, was ever mutinous and difcontcnted. At the 
fame time the houfhold of the prince was diftreffed. Monauim 
Klian.'refpefted from the efteem in which he w'as held by the 
emperor, and his aheady eftabhfhed charafler of great abihty, foon 
gained the perfefl confidence of Shaw Aulum. He dimlnifhed the 
prince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to 
leave no room for difeontent, or excufe for hcentioufnefs. When 
he had thus reformed affairs at Cabul, he left his fon as his deputy 
there, and removed to Lahore, tlie colledtions of which proidnce 
were full of abufes. He had refolved to amend them, and fuc- 
ceeded, fo as to render the majority of all ranks plcafed with his 
adminiftration. When he Jicard of Aulumgeei’s illnefs, in order 
; 1 

' About three cofs, or fix miles, from Agra. * Manager of the revenues. 

to 
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, iie circulated a. report 
that Shaw Aulum would not contend for empire, but feek protec- 
tion from his' brother by a flight to Perfla. Shaw Aulum had hlm- 
felf, indeed, made ^ this declaration long before j and with fuch 
• apparent refolution, that it was believed, and dreaded even by bis 
^Ibns, who refided with him. Monauim Khan related to me after- 
wards the following anecdote, in thefe words : 

^ , V 

When I perceived that my attachment, {incenty, and abilities, 
" had properly imprefled Shaw Aulum’s mind, and that he was 
“ Convinced I was a prudent, faithful and fecret feivant, being 
** alone one day with him, convcrfing on thcaffaiis of the empire, 
1 took the liberty of^ thus addreffing him : It is rcpsrted that )SHr 
highmfs tniends fying to Petjia^ •with Jo iftuch confdtnce^ that even. 

' “ the princesy )our fotiSy ajfure me by facred oaths of its truth. He 
" replied, In this rumour there lies fonceakd a great dejigtty to for^ 
ward Ubbichy I have Jpread it abroady and taken pains to make it 
f* believed. F^rjly fiscaufe myjhtbcry^on a snerc fnjpicmi of.dijloyaltyy 
kept me nine years i«; clofe confinement j andy Jhould he even novo 
“ think fi cherijhedjbe fmallejl ambitioiiy be would immediately Jlrive 
“ to accompliJJo my miin. Secondly, my brother, ^Mahtimmitd Azim 
ShaWy who Js my powerful enemy, and valiant even to ,th<^ extreme 
“ of rajhnefsy would exeri^uU bis force againjl me. From this reperU 
“ my father is eafy, and my brother lulled into^ felffeciirity^ but, by 
“ the Almighty God who gave me life, laying his hand on the Koraiin 
him, and on this holy book, I Jwear, though not one friend fould 
“ join me, I will meet Azim Shaw in Jingle combat, wherever he may 
f he. I’his fecret, which I have fo long maintained^ and even kept 
^ “ from my cnon children, is now ejifjuJled to your care. Be cautious 
that no injiance of your condu^ may bctiay it ' " 

C 
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To proceed. When the news of Aulumgeer's" death'' readied 
Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by exprefs to 
Shaw Aulum, conjuring him to march with the utmofl expedition 
towards the capital, without anxietj or preparation, as he fhould 
find artillery and all fiipplies ready at Lahore. This wife minifter 
then prepared bridges over the various rivers, fo that not a day s 
delay v\as occafioned in croffing to the princes army, which at 
Lahore was joined by a poweiful train of artillery, with fufficient 
draft. He alfo paid up all the troops, and advanced large fums to 
new levies. Shaw Aulum, by long marches of ten and twelve cofs 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dhely, and Mo- 
nauim Khan entered that city with a feleft party. The officers of 
Azim Shaw were alarmed, and eithei fled, or concealed themfelves 
in difguifes * Mahummud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace, 
a cautious perfon, and ever looking into futurity, though he knew 
mofl: of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw, 
)'et was fo awed with the vizier’s gallantry, and the arrival of Shaw 
Aulum, that he (aw no fecurity for hlmlclf but in refigning his 
charge. He accordingly gave up the palace, in which were the 
treafures of Hindoflan, collected from the reign of Akbcr to the 
prefent times. Thus was Shaw Aulum, by the adlivity and refo- 
lution of his fervant, made mafter of funds to fupport (if he chofe) 
all the troops to be levied in the empire. The army was now 
increafed to one hundred thoiiland horie, and fbldiers of ever)' caJt 
and feit flocked in crowds to the imperial flandard, -where they 
were received with proper encouragement and amply paid. ’ Mo- 
nauim Khan advanced with fome chofen troops before the prince 
to Agra, and though Bcdar Bukht uas at the Chumbul, and Azim 
Shaw arrived at Gualiar, he was not alarmed, but encamped im- 
mediately before the citadel. ‘Baukec Khan, an old imperial fer- 

* Anglicc, Friend of Mahiaomud, * Anglice, Conftant. 

\ant. 



fvant,' and governor. of;the fortrefi,; which he had-refufed fo.rcfign 
to Azeem'iOofliawri; j.being icertifiecl '.tliat ^Sliaw; Aulum vyas ^ap- 
prpaching.'didihot. chiife .to,refift longer, rbatfentofFers, that 'if 
Monaoim Khan would’ come firft alone into, .the citadel, he would 
refigri’ the edramand. He accordingly,, without the leaft diftruft, 
entered’ over a iiarrow, .plank, only palTable for -ajfingle -perfon, 
\vhich was placed. over a deep' ditch.from a.fmall wicket, to, admit 
Jiim’. h As he had made a forced march from Muttra,' of.twenty cofs, 
he now lay down- t'o.take a few; hours reft, (till all his .followers 
arrived. ■ After this refremment, he fealed up the treafury, ported 
"his people at. the different gates;: and about ihidnight went to vifit 
-Azeem.Oolhavyn, who vras encamped at the diftante of . fix^ cofs, to 
whpni'he offered much friendly advice for his condudl to his father. 
Who was jealous of his loyalty. ■ When the news of the furrender 
■of 'the; citadel of Agra’ redch'^ ’Bcdar’ Bukht'.at .'Dholepore, ’ his 
■Ipirit'was’ broken; ‘and the 'crimfon of 'his .'hopes ffadedf.intO’.pale 
’delpair.’''! was with’*him’;at th'i,'’'tim'e, and ’perceived that he re- 
garded eveiy thing as loft. He immediately ferifanmccount of -the 
event to his ' father, 'who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum’s 
■arrival ''at Muttra, as' his Weak feri'ants, fearful, of 'his 'dirpleafure, 
'and'riie ufuaV grofs abiife;' dared riot to' inform him. Atlength 
■Shaw’ Aiilum' made theprojiofal of’a divifion.of the empire,; which 
'was fefufed,’and twodayS’aftervvards the’confii£tenfucd,’as above- 
'mnuioheiU’'- . ; j ..f j, 

' ■ '\Vlthout 'doubt, ■ SHa’i'f Aulum’s ffuccclies, -and diis attainment .of 
‘the ‘empire; “were 'owing to' the cohdu£b’'and:valour lof - this great 
’minifteV; ’yet 'he neverfet forth-himfelf as having done any -extra- 
ordinary fervice, but 'would often . lay to his majefty, that empire 
'was the particular gift of God, -and .that no. obligation could, be 

* A town on the bank of the Chuinbul, in the province of Agra, ■ ■ - 

G a’’ '' ' laid 
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Iiid on foveicjgnJ; fo that, if any one thought himfelf condudve 
to their fuccefs, it was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, from 

^whom he kept not Ins inmoft thoughts, he would fay, “ Kings, 
‘‘ through the blaze of fplendoi , cannot fee impartially j therefore, 
“ if any perfon prefumes upon ferviccs, and would lliew that he 
“ ihinks them an obligation on his maftcr, the jealous difpofition 
“ of royalty cannot bear it, and rejefts the claim, as was clearly 
“ proved in the pioceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 
“ and ‘ Beyram Khan, his affuming minider.” 

’ It is now neceffary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw 
'Aulum, tiieir difpofitions and behaviour, both in public and pri- 
vate. ' 

^ ' * Moiz ad Dlen JcUaundaui Shaw, the cldcft, was a w’cak man, 
devoted to pleafure, who gave himfelf no trouble about date aflalrs, 
or to gain the attachment of any of the nobility, as will be feen 
when I come to relate Ms reign. 

. Azeem Oofhawn, the fecond fon, was adatefman of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the pohey of encou- 
fraging his grandfons, and employing them in public affairs j for, 
as his fons were ambitious, of great pow er, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently contronled them, by oppofing to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bcdir Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
“Azeem Oolhawn to Shaw Aulum. .To the latter he had given the 
advantageous government of the three pro\inces of Bengal, B^iar, 
and Orifia, from whence he had now come w'ith a rich treafure, 


* Beyram Khan, on the death of Humaioon, became regent during the minonty of 

Atber, who, at the age of fcvcntcen, not chuTing longer to be go\erned"hy a fubjefl, 
displaced him ^ 

* AngUcc, RefpeGer of the failh. 
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and confiderable army , and though in the late battle he had pec- 
•forined great fervice, yet he was ifufpefted by his father, and 
dreaded as a rival : but to relate the caufes would be ufelefs pro- , 
hxity. I 

' Ruffeh Oofliawn, tlie private cogipanion and favourite of his 
father, was a piince of guick parts, a gieat proficient in religious 
leaining, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addiSed to pleafuic, particularly fond of mufic, and 
the pomp of courtly lliew. He paid no attention to public affairs, 
oi even thofe of his own houlhold. 

, 1 1 I 

I ‘ Khojefteh Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the gieatcfl: fiiare of all the 
princes m the management of affairs, befoie his father’s acceffion 
to the throne, after which,, the whole admimftiation of the empue 
was long influenced , by him. He had the clofeft friendfliip and 
conneflion with Monauim Khan, who, by his intereft, was ap- ^ 
pointed vizier. 


When Shaw Aulum had repofed fiom the fatigues of war, he 
tookmeafures to reduce Kaum Bukfh, who liad aflumed the impel lal 
titles m Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 
oppofition, but in the,opimons of thepvife .and urfdeiftandmg 
prejudged, that his, behaviour would of itfelf rum him in that 
countiy. , ' 1 - 1 


Monauim Khan now called together,‘by atiention and confbling 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility" of “Azim Shaw, who 'hail 
efcaped from the late battle to different places. , Zoolfeccqr Kljan 
had fled to his father, *Affud flilian, viho had the chaigc of Azim 

1 I I 

* Anglice, Of high rank. , j il ' 

* Of happy ftar , king of the woiid. , , , 

* Anglice, Ljon 1 1 . j . 
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Shaw’s taggagc in Gualiar. The 'vizier had taken pains to con- 
vince his mafter, that the ancient nobility were tlie pillars of the 
Hate, and that the wel&re of the empire depended on tlieir perfons, 
whofe anceftors had held high offices, and acquiied influence and 
refpeft with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 
them. ''o' 

As the vizanit had been conferred on Monauim Khan, at his 
requeft, the mod dignified office of 'vakeel muttulluk was en- 
trulled to Alfiid Khan, and that of ‘ meet bukfhi to liis fon Zool- 
feccar Khan, with the title of lAmcer al Amin. The fecond 
bukhflnflup was conferred on Meerza ‘ Shav. nowaz Khan Suffaw ee. 
Monauim Khan, ivgardlefs of trifles, fubmitted to fit below Affiid 
Khan in the divans, and to lliew him every refpcEt as his fuperlor 
in office. The government of all Dekkan was granted to the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who performed the duties by his 
deputy, DaoodKhanPunnee, whilehe in perfon attended the court. 

Monauim Khan, fincerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of 
zeal for the feivice of his mafter, neicr preferred the gratification 
of his own paffions to the welfare of the ftate, or honour of the 
fovereign. He both advifed find afled what was for his glory. 
Tor example, moft of the ameers of' Aulumgeer had accompanied 
Azim Shaw, and fought againft Sh'aw Aulum in file late conteft, 
confequently w ere liable in joftice to whatever evils or punilhments 
he chofe to mflia upon them . but iMonauim Khan became their 
'general interceflbr, reprefentmg to the empeioi, that they werc^ 

■ Anglice, Triiivcrfal agent Tliis is*an office 'fupenor to that of vjzier. It is 
feWom filled up, but in time of great emirgcncy , but it wis lately conferred on the 
infant Peifhwa, by his prefenl majefty of Dhelj, though it cannot be conTidered now 
but as an empty honour It feems to have been no more to AHud Khan ' 

‘ Chief paymafter i 

^ Anglice, Favoured by the king. ' 
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cxcufable, having only obeyed an hdr who iat upon the tlirone, 
which, as affairs were circumfVanced at that time, they could not 
avoid , that, after they had become his friends, ' eaten of his fait, 
and made new' compafls and declarations in addition to their former 
vows of allegiance, they could not in Iionour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
doflan was a Rate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons ; 
that, like the magnificent pavilion of ’ Soleymaun, many ffiong 
pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it 
on a lading footing; that the noble families, who from generation 
to generation had the heneht of experience, a knowledge of rite 
cuftoms of the empire and rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments ; that mofl: of the prefent nobility had alfb 
held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge. He faid, that, if they were not ffill cntruffed with 
the pods of greated confidence, there would not remain a poffibility 
of fupporting the rules of the empire, or obtaining able datefmen 
or good generals. He advifed his majedy to reward amply thofc 
peifons who had joined his dandard from every quarter, and done 
good fervices, agreeable to their merits , but without exalting them 
bejond their abilities, obfervlng that many of tliem had only been 
dependants on the princes and nobility, others again only fervants 
to fqjedaurs and governors of towns. Where then could they have 
acquired judgment in politics land knowledge of government, dig- 
nity of manner, or fortitude to fupport 'the power of command ? 
fle'Obfcrved, that fuch accomplifhments were inherent to noble 
.birth and liberal education, the natural confcqucnce of fudi ad- 
vantage. Such was the vizicr, of wliofcmader (worthy of him) I 
ilow fpeak. ) , , 

I 

\ 

' This exprefiioti implies a very ftrong conneflion in the original idioiiu 
j * According to-Mahummedan traditiop) Solomon had a very Aimptuous pavilion 
made for him by the Cenu. ‘ ‘ r ' 

■■ ’ ' a Shaw 
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Shaiv Aulum ■ was gencroas and merciful, bf a great foul tem- 
pered with aflabihty, difcerning of merit. He had feen the ftrifl 
cxcrcife'of power during the reigns of his grandfather and father, 
and been ufed to authority himfclf for the lafl: fifty years. Time 
received a new luftre from his accellion, and all ranlts of people 
obtained favours equal, if not fuperior, to their merits j fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer, 
u hich became abforbed in the bounties of his fuccefibr. Some 
narrow-hearted perfons, however, out of ingratitude and envy, 
attributed his general liberality to ill-placed extrav.agance and pro- 
fufion j but it is a fafl, that the defeiving of every profeflion, and 
■ worthy of all degrees, w hether among the learned or tlie eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne, 
which the eye of time prior to this had never feen, nor had fiich 
been heard of before by the ears of fame. His perfonal qualities 
and perfeftions, fpeech is unequal to i elate. His valour was fuch, 
that he had rcfolved on meeting Azim Shaw, whofe bravery was 
celebrated, in fingle combat. His four fons, poirelTed of, great 
power and confiderable force, he fuffered conftantly to be near his 
perfon, never giving himfclf a moment’s fufpicion regarding them", 

' nor preventing their fonning connedlions with the prime nobility ; 
upon which fubjcfl I, the humblcll of his Haves, once ventured to 
piefcnt him a petition of a cautionary nature, tiiinking it my duty, 
as 1 had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I reprefented, he 
wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God’s permidion, I will 
one time or other relate. He permitted the fons of thofe princes, 
who bad fallen in battle agahift him, to appear at all times com- 
pletely armed in his prefcncc. The infant ’ch’ddren he let remain 
unmolcftcd with their mothcis, while thofe arrived at manhood 
daily accompanied him in the chacc, unguarded, and lhared in all 
his diverfions. His court was magnificent to a degree beyond that 
of Shaw jehaun. Sctcntccn princes, his fons, grandfons, and 
■ ■ ' fi ’ ' nephews,. 
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ncpliews, fat generally round his throne, in the manner, following : 
—On his right hand, jehaundaur Shaw, his cldcft fon, with his 
three fons, his third fon Ruffeh Oofiiawn with his three fans, and 
Bedar Dll,' fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. On his left, Mahura- 
mud Azeem Oofliawn with liis hvo fons, and Jehaun Shaw witli 
his fon. ' All Tihbar, the only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, lat 
on the right hand of Azeem Oofltawn, and a little to the right, 
fomewhat advanced, the two fons of Mahummud Kaiim 'Buklli. 
.Behind tlie royal princes, oh the right, ftood the fons of conquered 
fovereigns, as of Secundef Adil Shaw of Becjaporc, and KoqttuU 
Shaw, .king of Golconda ; 'alfo a vaft crowd of the nohility, from 
■the rank of feven to three thoufand,’- fuch as were allowed to be on 
the platform between the filver rails. How can I mention every 
patticular of the fplendid fcenc ? On tlie *eeds, and other feftivals, 
.his majefty, with his own hands, gave the betel and perfumes to 
all in his prefence, according to tlieir ranks. His gifts of jewels, 
drefies, and pther favours, . were truly royal. When in-private, he 
drelfed plain and humbly, like a religious, and daily, witliout fail, 
prayed with many in company. Frequently on holidays and Fri- 
days, vdien tr.avelling, he would read the prayers himfelf, in the 

* ‘Anglice, Ofihigh defeent. ' 

■ * The Mahummedans have two grand ceds or holidajs, one at the conclufion o*f 

the ramzaun, and the other on the anniverfary of the day on which Abraham cohfented 
to facriflce,his fon. On thefe da)S, tents arc pitched about a milt diftint’from the 
citj% to \shich the emperor goes in great ftatc to pray, and on his return receives 
prefents from his ameers, on whom he confers honorary drcfles according to rank. 
The fame ceremony is obferved in every totvn, by the governor. At the laft cede, 
after prayers, a came] isfacrIficed,‘andafmalJpart ofitdrefTcd, and eaten on the /pot 
by the emperor and his attendants. The cavalcades nvhich I chanced td attend on 
each of thefe da) s, at Luenow and Banaris, were very brilliant, andfervedto give an 
idea of the aftoniflnng Iplendor which mud have graced thefe in the fiouriOiIng times 
of the empire. It 5 s probable Mr. Zoilani may o8cr the public a view of the procefiion 
' at Luenow, on the firft ced in 1784,135 he was prefent, and took a /ketch of it.' 

II gland 
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grand tent of audience, and repW portions of the Koraun v.ith x 
tone and fweetnefs which captivated the moft eloquent Arabians. 
He never miffed the devotions of the latter part of the night, and 
frequently employed the whole in prayer. In the early part of the 
■evening, he had generally an affembly of the religious, oc learned 
men. He himfelf related ’ traditions, in the number of which he 
excelled, as well as in a knowledge of the holy laws. He hed ex- 
plored the different opinions of all lefts, read the works of all 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefes of each. 
■ On this account, fome ovcr-ftridl devotees accufed him of hetero- 
doxy in his religious opinions, through mere envy of his fuperior 
abilities. I heard moft of his tenets, and lamented the infolencc 
of his vain critics; for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and 
orthodoxlie was in his opinions on religious points. But how can. 
• I enumerate all his perfections ! It would fill volumes to recite but 
afmallpart; therefore I fhall defift, and now relate, as briefly as 
poffiblc, the -expedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the 
.death-devoted Kaum Bukfh. 


' It has been already mentioned that the late emperor, a few days 
before his death, difpatched Kaum Bukfh to Begapore. This 
prince was of an excellent memory, learned, and a pleafing writer, 

. poffeffcd of all outward accomplifhments in a high degree ; but 
there was in his mind a flightinels that approached near to infanity. 
He feldQm.ceo.\3.iu.«d. a. wfswtiv kss., iva fcmu 

milbehaviour, he was reproved, degraded, or confined; and fome 
afls were done by him, to mention which would be unwortliy of 
me. When he arrived at Bcg'apore, he immediately proclaimed 
himfelf in the '-khootba, and ftruck coins in Ids own imme. What 

follies 

* AnccJotc< ard maxims of prophet. 

• The Ihoolba b 1 form of pnjor, inwhich the fools ofdl iopirtod potrbrehs oni 
^ephos 0,0 bCi p„jod for, boginoms rah Adorn, ood end,og with Mohomorud- 
fho fouls of the reigning fiiailj's onccfio.Ti 3 .T: then iccootoended to mercy, end ihio 

vholt 
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follies was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and 
tlie confidence he put in lying vifionaiies ' Thele wretches had 
hailed each of the princes with a prophecy of fucceffion to the 
tliione, fu earing they had converfations in their reveries with God, 
his piophet, and the pious faints, who had promifed their aflift- 
ance, fo that human force was unnecefiaiy. They allured Kaum 
BiikHi, that he need not levy any troops for his fiipport; for, 
though an enemy flibuld march againft him with all the myriads 
of ' Toor and Sullum, they would not date to face his fight, much 
Icfs engage in battle. Flatteiedby this, and impelled by madnefi, 
the weak youtli regarded himfelf as emperor, and invincible in his 
Angle perfon ; to prove which, he Would often relate, in.a raving 
manner,' ftrange prognoftics and divine greetings flievvn to himfelf. 
Hts piophets having told him, that his eldeft fon would alfo one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put him to death, but was withheld 
from that crime by the dread he had of Aulumgeer : however, he 
kept him conftantly in confinement, miferably clothed, and woife 
fed than the fon of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death.' 
Fiom the fame caulc, on ill-placed fulpicions, he inflifled tortuies 
and uncommon punilliments on the ladies of his liaram, putting 
many of them privately to death. To his fervants, companions, 
and confidants, he often behaved with outrageous cruelty, doing 
fuch adts to them as before eye never faw, nor ear had heaid. 

I 

iNotwithfending thefe blots in his charadler, as "he was a fon of 
Aulumgeer, and that part of the empire had been given to him, at 
firft moft of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether Muffulmauns oi Hin- 

who'e concludes with a prajer for the profpenty of the monarch on the throne, and the 
welfare of his fubjcfls. It is read every Friday in the miztdjamco, or grand morqtic 
of all towns, and on the ceds or grand fcllivals 
* Two great hefts, mentioned in the Koraun. 

H 3 , doos, 
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doos, crowded to his ftandard, -and the Imperial officers, as Sycf 
Khan, Rooftum DU Khan, and others of all ranks, joined in ac- 
knowledging him emperor. ■ Leaving his fofter-brother, Meer 
MuUung, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Begapore 
as governor, he marched himfelf- to Hyderabad, then commanded 
by Rooltum DU Khan, who had fucceeded Ins father, ‘ Jan-fippar • 
Khan, By Aulamgecr's orders,, in tliat government. In this pro- 
vince he reduced fome powerful zemindars 'to his obedience, and 
dilplaced others. 

= Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadar Firofe Jnng, who liad acquired 
a moft powerful influence in Dekkan, was cliief .of tlte Tooranee 
moguls, and' kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn liimfelf 
from Azim Shaw. He was alfo much in dread of Shaw Aulum’s 
refentment, he having adtifed that prince’s being confined, when 
Aulnmgeer was before Golconda. The late emperor had flre- 
ituoufly endeavoured to attach the Tooranees to Kaum Buklh, and 
for this purpofe had appointed for that prince’s preceptor, Syed 
►Oughlan Seyadut Khan; the agent at court, and bofqm confidant 
of Ghazee ad Dien Khan, venerated alfo by aU the Toranees of 
every rank. He had alfo charged'them with the protecHon of his 
perfon ; but fuch was tlie temper, of the unhappy prince, that at a 
time like this, when he claimed .the throne, and, favourably for 
Ids caufe, Ghazee ad Dien Khan dreaded Shaw Aulum, he could 
not make him his friend : on the contrary, he did many adls to 
difpleafe him, 'and excite his alarms. This chief was an able ftatef- 
man of long experience, who; though blind of fight, could dearly 
perceive the mind of man ; therefore, whatever wdfhes he ndght 
have to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet he foon law 
the follies of Kaum Buklli, and declined his caufe, as ruinous and 

* Anglice, Lifc-rcCgmcg. 

* Anglicc, Champion of the faith j Tallant and fortanstc in ^r^r; 
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loft. Tn a ftiort time too, the chief zemindars of Dekkan, who 
had in general. joined his ftandard, difpleafed at his condufl: and 
.heedlefs Ihedding of human "blood, his inconftancy of mind and 
breach of treaties, left him, and re'tired to their own countries, 
wheic they took'care to fecure titemlelves, till the diiputes for the 
tluone fliould be decided. 

.. > ’’ 

Thus, though the pretenfions of Kaum Bukfli were of no great 
importance, yet he was a fon of Aulumgeer, and claimed a tight to 
the empire. The behaviour of Ghazee ad Dien Khan alfo de- 
manded confideration.' ’Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jode- 
pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambeer, did not lliew that obedience and 
refpeft to the throne which had been obferved by their anceftors, 
and meditated rebellion. All thefe circnmftances made his majefty 
refolve on marching to Dekkan. The * khan khanan opened a 
correfpondence with Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to whom he gave much 
confolation, aflurances of favour, and friendly advice. That ex- 
perienced ftateCnan, opening; liis eyes op the .vicifiitudes of life, 
fawit was his intereft, if his majefty would forget the.paft, and 
not moleft him in his fortune, to’ bend his head in fubmiftion,. and 
retire from bufmefs to a life of devotion. His only fon, ’ Cheert 
. Koolich Khan, had long difagreed with him, (and his brother, 
■* Hamid Khan, whom he had appointed his deputy in comn)and 
of the troops, had feparated fiom liim, and gone oyer to the pre- 
fence. TheTooian chiefs of his hnulhold' alfo, when they favv 
his fortunes on the decline, had left his fervice. All thefe events 
' 'I i . 

* Son of the cclebratcij JclTwunt Sing, who ofleS fo. Capital 3 patt in the competi- 
tions of Aulumgeer anS his b-others.|, , ^ , 

* Lo-d of Lords. Monautm Khan is meant by this title, which he received from 

Shaw Aulum. ' ' , ' 

^ Anglice, Sword-drawing lord. He was afteriiwds famous as Nizam alMuSuct- 

* Anghce, Afliamg. 

^ ^niade 
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made him glad to embiace the piomifes of the minifter, and thank- 
fully accept the foubadacy of ‘Ahmcdabad Guzarat. He accord- 
ingly croffed the Nerbudda, 'and left Dekkau without trouble, but 
hib feais prevented his coming to the court. He had not been in 
that of Aulumgeer fmce his lofs of fight, which that generous and 
forgiving piince, out of regaid to his foimer fcrvices, and fiom 
motives of policy, had excufed. 

Shaw Aulum began his march toDekkan with an aimy fuperiof 
to that of any of the forma emperors, and a fplendor till now 
unfeen, having in his train all the princes," and a gieat concouife 
■of nobility of every rank. The prudent and able Monauim Khan 
■took fuch meafiues for the fupplics of this mighty force, exceeding 
Aulnmgeer’s by an hundred thoufand men; that the empeioi had 
no tiouble or diffieulty, though only in tlie beginning-of his reign, 
when the levenues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor 
‘lefpeft foi the thione been pioperly imprefied in different quarters. 
When his majelly had arrived at Aiirungabad, before he would 
advance towaids Hyderabad, where the frantic ICaum Bukfh then 
was, he wrote him feveral kind letters and friendly admonitions, to 
this effeft; — “ Our ever-honoured father lefigned to you only 
“ Beejapore; but we give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thefe 
“ two extenfive countries, long famous for their great kings, pro- 
“ during a revenue more than half of Hindoltan, we leave to ■ywi, 
“ without interference or reluflance, and fliall efteem you dearer 
“ than our own children. Think not then of contention, nor 
■“ confent to filed the blood of the faithful, nor diftuib the repofe 
“ of our government. If you give the ear of acceptance to this 
■“ advice, we will farther confer upon "you the nizamut of Dekkan, 
“ if agreeable to you ; and, after vifiting the facred tomb of our 
“ father, we will return to Hindoftan," 


There' 
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There was no treachery or deceit in this generous otFer, for 
Shaw Aulum always llicwed tendemefi, liberality and affeftion, in 
his conduft to his brothers. iKaum Bukrti, weak and felf-conceited 
as a child, bent on error, paid not the fmalleft attention to his 
brother, and continued to add frefli affronts to his authority. 
Rooftum Dll Khan, Syef Khan of the Imperial fervants, and others 
of no family.ol note, on whom he had beftowed titles of nobility, 
with about twenty thoufatid -hoi le and foot, were now with him, 
but, difgufted at his behavibui, 'meditated opportunities to quit 
him. Monauim Khan, with his nfual prudence, had font them 
letters, afluring them of the empclor’S forgivenefs and favour; fo- 
that all, even to Meer Mullung; Kaum Bukfli’s follcr-brother, had 
lefolvedtocome over, and embrace his protciflion; but the prince, 
fiifpefling their intentions, put to death Rooftum Dll Khan, Syef 
Khatr, and Meer Mullung, and plundered their families of all they 
pofieired, on the fame day, and in the fame place. He liad after 
this no officer of confequence with him, and Iris treafure being 
eapended, all his troops deferted, except about ten thoufand of the 
uorft Dekkan horfe, and his fmall artillery ; yet he ftill refolved to 
hazard abattle. When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of 
Hydeuabad, the unfortunate Kaum Buklh loft daily his followers in. 
crow ds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to then homes ; 
while the remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly thicatened. 
to plunder his ’effefts. ( Will at be believed, that he yet determined, 
to refift, and expedted vidlory ? He even quitted the afylum of the: 
city walls, and encamped upon a plain about the diftance of three 
cofs, with his fmall force, within fight of theempeior’s army; fo- 
great was his eijthufiaftic belief in the prophecies of his deccirin^ 
,and perhaps, felf-deceived,' devotees. , 

r 1' ' 0 ’ t 

Shaw Aulum, from companion to his brother, and the free cF 
jet leducmg him by gentle means, would’not permircr: irzds z> 
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attack ; but Kautn Bukfli 'mteipreted'tllb inaflivity of the Imperial 
aiTuy into fear, from his belief that fheiprophecies in his favour 
\vei-e now on'tlie' point of accomplifltmcnt ; for he had been allured 
% vifionaries, that, though alone, imighty hofts would never pre- 
vail againfthim. Acconlingly, though deferred by almoft all his 
followers, he yet obftinately refufed to pay allegiance to his brother. 

At length the ameer al amra Zdolfeccar 'Khan, who had -a keen 
enmity againft the niilguided prince, and wifhed to Ihew his zeal 

^ H. 1120. foi his new patron, refolved to feize him. He accordingly obtained 
a.c. 1708. , , , , , 

leave to march. Under the pretence or leconnoitnng the enemy, - 

and moved towards him with his own followers, a divifion from 
the troops of Monauim Khan, and a body of Mharattas Under the 
chief Ncema Sindia. The unfoitundte prince prepaied to with- 
ftand fuch fuperior foice ; but, being charged at once on all fides, 
was inllantly deferred by all his followers, except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwitbflanding this, he continued, as long as he 
had ftrength, to ufe his bow and arrows from his elephant, till al 
length he funk down on his feat, thiough lofs of blood from feveral 
Ivounds. He was then taken prifoner by Daood Khan, and carried 
to the prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with his brothers, had Hood at 
fome dillance during this extraordinary 'ikirmini. 

• The captive prince was conveyed immediately to the Imperial 
tents, and being laid upon a bed in the ' tuflibeh khaneh, near the 
jiiivate ajiartments, was vifited tyr his brother, the e.uyir.'KV; jrAw 
endeavoured to comfort him by every expreffion of affeaionate 
concern. The phyficians and furgeons alfo attended, but he would 
■not allow Ills wounds to be drefled, though eameftly entreated by 
his majefty and his fons. He fpoke but little ; but when the prince 
Ruffeh Oolliaw'n tenderly alked, why he had refufed offers of ‘ 

* An oratory, Tvhcrc prayers arc faid. 
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favour, lie replied, “ His majefty was very gracious; but lioiV 

could I fubmit to meet him in any other -way than this?" 
Upon Jehaun Shaw’s repeating the queftion, he exclaimed, “ I have 
“ done wrong do not you follow' my example'” One of the 
piincesalking him if he had moiethan a thoufand followers when 
taken, he angrily anfweied, “ No; 'but had theie.becn lefe than 
“ five hundred, I could with equal eafe have'brought myfelf here.” 
He then turned to the’emperof,,and faid,* “ There are, in a calket 
“ upon my elephant, fome jewels of our father and my own, of 
“ which I beg your majefty’s acceptance.” After this he grew 
faint, and languiflied in filence, without uttering a fingle groan, 
till nine at night, when he lefigned his foul to the Creator of life. 
We are flora God, and to God we mull return. 

When Shaw Aulum had thus fuccefsfully concluded the war 
with his bi other, he did not chufe to lemain longer in Dekkan, 
though the affaiis of that countiy required much arrangement, to 
infuie its futuie depeiidancc ‘on the empiic. Perhaps he dleaded 
the fate of his father, who, after the reduflion of Beejapore, Hy- 
- deiabad, and the taking of Sambah, remained to finillr fome objeffs 
which then appealed eafily attainable, but afterwards extended in 
fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan for the remainder of 
his life. He had often lamented this nccelTity, ,and the relaxation 
which his abfcnce occafioned in the govcinment of Hhidollan ; 
and w ould frequently fay to his confidants in private, “ My dilloyal 
“ fiibjefts hai e impofed upon me this play-thing, that they may 
“ enjoy commands and honours.” But I am wandeiing from my- 
fubjefl. Shaw Aulum,, in thejidght of the rains, began his march 
from Hyderabad, leaving as deputy-governor of Dekkan, Daood 
Khan Punnee, a ndtive of the country', and a nobleman of gieat 
military fame. When he rccrolTed the Neibudda, it was intended 
to employ all the poweis of government to fettle, in a proper 

I manner, 
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manner, the Rajapoote countries, which had been dirafFe6led ever 
fihce^the acceflioritof Aulumgcer; who, -though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri- 
tories he had appointed Imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in Dekkan, to punifli them effeaually. They had indeed 
vlfited Shaw Aulum, hut had left his camp without permiffion, and 
now openly fliewed their defigiis to ffruggle for independence, in 
clofe alliance with each otherj to bind which, JeySing had efpoufed 
the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crifis, intelligence arrived that 
the ' Siks had rifen in rebellion. This fe£l of infidels, known alfo 
by the names of Nannukkea and Gooroh, had long been eftablifhed 
in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. Of his de- 
fcendaiits was the prefent dhief, to whom had flocked great crowds 
of all lanks, refigning to his di/i)o/al, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and properties. » Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took 
arms to extend his errors, and overturn the bafis of the true faitii. 
He engaged Vizier Khan, the fojedaur of *Siihind, who was killed 
in the action, with numbers of hb followers j after which the 
gooroh poflcfTed himfelf'of the town of Sirhind, and many diftrifts 
of Doaub, as far as ^ Boreah, Saarunpore, and Shawdouiah, on 
both banks of the river Jumnah, wheie he committed unlimited 
excefies, razing all public edifices, as mofques, colleges, maufo- 
leums, and palaces, killing or taking prifoners the faithful of every 
age and fex, and plundciing with the moft cruel feveiity. The 
opprefTions of thefe wretches were every day incrcafing, and there 
was no nobleman daring enough to maich from Dhely againft them. 
Afoph ad Dowlah AfTud Khan, who goveined that capital, fiiewing 

• They now pofiefs the provinces of Lahore, Multan,* anJ part of Dhely, plunder- 
ing as far fouth annujlly as Rohileund. j. 

* A confidcrablc town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely. 

’ Thtfc diftrifls arc now held by Zabtah Khan, a Rclnlla chief, v ho however pays 
a tribute to the Siks, and it is faid has entered into their fei3. 

V * great 
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great figns of fear, the inhabitants weie alarmed, and began to fly,' 
with then families and’cfteas„towauls the eaftem piovinces, for 
fiielter fiom tlie impending ftoim. All this being leprefented to 
the empeior, in, the higheft colours, hiS majclly thought it heft to 
maich in peifon againft the infmgents : foi this leafon, he lefolved 
for the prefent to' lay afide'the defign of totally expelling the laja- 
pootes, and to confirm their allegiance, by winking at their of- 
fences, till a mole convenient opportunity of puniftiment. _ ' Thefe^ 
zemindais had, for generations, been 'uTcd to obey, and had not, 
in faa, either foititude or ability to oppofe openly the emperor 6f 
Hindoflail, whofe appearance agaiiill them in ,aims would have 
been fuffident to cuib their infolcnce ; buf the khankbanaii, alarmed 
at the infurreflion of the Siks, did not piopcily refleft on tint 
cucumftance, and defeended to Ihew the rajapootes fuch’favoUis as 
V. ere inconfiftent with good policy, as well as the dignity of the 
fovercign : but he was not alone to blame, as theie were other 
agents in this bufinefs. The fom princes were conftantly intriguing 
againft each other, to obtain influence in the management of public 
affairs, which occafioncd much delay and confuflon in bufinefs, fo 
that the khankhanan thought it happy to fteer his velTel fafe tluough 
four fuch ' great Teas ; and could not aft fo independently for the 
public good as he wifiied; being obhged to attend to the capricious 
Interefts of others, among which he found it difiicult to preferve 
his own. Among the remarkable occurrences of the 'expedition 
into Dekkan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw’s influence with his 
father, and the nfe of that of Azeem Oofliawn, of whom till now 
the emperor had ever been fufpicious. The prince Jehaun Shaw 
was of haughty and independent fplrit, lead) to take file on the 
fmalleft negleft. This, with the behaviour of his fervants, alarmed 
and difpleafcd the khankhanan, who, for his own fafety, watched 

* Meaning the power and influence of the four princes, 
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an opportunity to deftroy his influence in public affairs ; a talk of , 
no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the difpofition of 
Shaw Aulum, alnioll equally' warm with his fon, who had more 
than once difpleafed him by his behaviour, fo that he had exprelfed 
to him .his diffatisfaffion. The piince, upon this, thought to 
prove his difintcreftednefs and independence, by neglediing to fie- 
■ quent the durbar, and engage in bufinefs as ufual. Azeem Oofharvn, 
who had leaped experience in office, and was well verfed in the 
intrigues of a court, perceiving coolnefs taking place between Je- 
haun Shaw and the khankhanan, paid fo much flattering attention 
' to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
ftill mote offence to jehaun Shaw, who had too much pride to 
expoflulate, but negledled the minifler in return. He foon after 
fell lick, and his indifpofttion continuing a long time, gave Azeem 
Oofliawn ample opportunity of acquii'ing influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and the favouiites whom his majefty trufted with the 
fullelt confidence ; while he continued to be pleafed with them, but, 
on the fmalkfV difguft, or in their fhortefl; abfence, he forgot them 
altogether. 

Azeem Oofliawn having thus gained the credit he aimed at with 
his father and the minifler, employed it in Ibftening the rigour of 
government againft thofe who laboured under its difpleafure; 
thinking that, thus obUgpd by his tnediatlon, they would readily 
return his favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of 
his father fliould give him a claim to' the empire. It was from this 
hope, that he advifed indulgence to the refraftory rajas, and con- 
defeended to repair to their camp, and condufl them from thence 
to his father, permitting them to be accompanied by all their troops 
armed. Such unufual indulgence was far from anfwering the end 
cxpefled by the prince, who fliould have feen, that it could only 
tend to difplay publickly the fears of government, and cnnfequently 
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miift rcfleft ditlionour on its ndvifcr, and render lum weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to nhom fuch nncommon honours were allowed. 
In fliort, the two mjas, attended by all their followers,' paid their 
refpefts to his majcfty on the line of march, were gratified with bis 
afient to whatever their dnfolence demanded, and difinilTed to their 
homes w ith rich prefents and aflurances of favour. , 

When this affair was finllhed, the emperor marched .without, 
delay towards Lahore, not even flopping to make an entrance either 
at Agra or Dhely. In a Ihoit time he at rived at Siihind, which 
the rebels deferted on his appioach, and retired to ’ Dabcr, the 
original rcfidcnce of their goorroh or chief, where' they fortified 
themfelves as ftrongly as poflible.' Though this infurredlion was 
not of fuch importance as to difluib the general lepofe of tha 
empire, yet his majefty, defender of the faith, hearing that the malice 
of the rebels was dii ecled at religion, thought it his duty to go againfl 
them in perfon ; in this, copying the example of Aulumgeer, who, 
in the latter part of his reign, appeared at the fiege of evci7 fort 
belonging to unbeliever s j otfierwife, what ability had a wretched 
and infatuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a glorious 
monarch ? The exertions of one of the pnncipal ameers, or, at all 
events, of the princes, would have been equal to the extinclton of 
the rebellion, and ertplofion of the fchifm. 

The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goort oil’s 
camp, which lay round the walls of Daber on different heights, 
commanding the pafl'es to that fortrefs, fituated on a fummit, fui- 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep paths. Shaw Aulum 
had relblved to lie inaflive before the enemy for fome time, in 
hopes by this to render them confident, and tempt them to an 

■ At the entrance of the Sewalic motintains, vAich connea Hindotlan tcith Thibet. 
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engagement ; on whicli accpufit he ifmed pofitive orders to the 
princes and all, the ameers, not to advance -nearer the goorrolx’s 
lines on any pretence, however favourable. Some days palTed in 
hiaftivity, nhen at length the khanlJianan entreated permitTion of 
ins majefty to advance, with his own folloxvers, to jcconnoitie the 
enemy’s pofitlon: which was granted, on condition that he Ilioiild 
not commence an attack without fuithei orders from the prefence. 
However, when he had anived witlun flxot of their lines, the' 
enemy began a warm cannonade from their woiks, tvhilc bodies of 
their infantry on the heights galled him with lockets, rnurqueti"), 
and arrows. His foldiers, enraged, were not now to be reftrained ; 
and the kliankhnnan, morejcalous of his military fame than feaifiil 
of the emperor’s dirpleafure, ventured for once to difobey, by giving 
diieflions to attack. He difmounted from his hoife, and led his 
bicive troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, diiving the 
lebels fiom them wdth the gieateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene pafilng within fight of the royal camp, tjie chiefs and foldiers, 
emulous of gloiy, waited not for orders, but haftened to join the 
attack in great numbers j while the emperor and the four princes 
viewed the fight from the fquaics of their encampments, with ^ 
mixture of anger and fatisfaclion. At laft the enemy were diivcn 
fiom all. their works, to the narrow fummit round the fort of 
Daber, where they continued to defend themfelves in a defperate 
manner, but without even the hope of efcape from geneiul 
fiaughter; when night coming on, rendered fiiends and foes undif- 
tinguidiablc to each other. The khankhanan, fure of having tlie 
goQuroh in his power, gave oiders for his troops to ceafe the attack, 
and lie upon their aims in their prefent pofition, till tlie morning 
fhould enable him to finifli it with fuccefs. He had, however, 
unluckily neglefled to block up a narrow path leading from the 
fort to the lulls, either becaufe he had not peiceived it, oi was 
fatisfied that it could not lead but to where thelmperial troops were 
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pofted: iThc goorrob, a man of great art, generally appeared in 
the drefs and'fplendor of a piince, ti'hcn Jie wilhed to be public; 
but, if occafion required privacy, he diiguiied himfelf in the habit 
of ' a jogie or fyn^ee, in fuch a manner, that few. even among > 
his own people, could know him. During' the night, he, without 
acquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his liabit, and 
left the foit undifcovtred. The khankhanan, .ibout dawn, re-, 
newed the attack, and 'gained the place, after a ilioit ftruggle, 
fwoid in hand, exulting in the certainty of carrying the gooiroh 
dead or alive .to the empeior, whole difpleafuie at his dilbbcdience 
of ordeiS, would by this lervice be changed to approbation : but 
who can relate his weight of grief and difappointment, at finding 
that his piomifed prize had efcaped, without leaving a trace behind 
him ? The gooiioh’s fpced of foot was uncommon, and he only 
acquainted with the patlts and mazes through the hills that led to 
the fnowy mountains, whicli he had marked for flielter. The 
khankhanan loft for an inftant almoft the ufe of his faculties, 
which were abfoibed in dread of tiie emperor’s anger, -not without 
reafon. As he was, agreeable to cuftom after an impoitant tic- 
tory, beating the march of tiiumph in liis way to the loyal tents, 
orders arrived, commanding him to ftop the drums, and not dale 
to enter the prefence. He retiied, drowned in defpair, to his own 
tents; where he had the ciuel mortification of learning every 
inftant, fiom melTengers, that his enemies exulted in his fall from 
favoui, and openly condemned his conduct vvitb malicious zeal in 
the prefcncc of his majefty, who was highly enraged .againft him. 
But though this did not continue long, and Shaw Aulum, regaid- 
ing his foimer fei-vices, lecdved him again into favoui, after afew 
d.sys, yet this noble and faithful mmiftei never iccovered from the 
effe&s of the loyal ingiatitude. This grief, added to the pain he 

Ecfls of fvtcers, or religious mendicants, ' 
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ffit at feeing three of the princes anti the ameer al amra ufmg all 
^arts to complete his ruin, ftuclc Ukca poifonctl arrow in his hreaft. 
He loft all fatisfaflion from worldly enjoyments, the cmpiincfs of 
, which he now fo fully experienced, and from the day of his dirgracc 
declined in his health j fo that not long after lie was reduced to 
keep his bed, where he lingered a'fcw days, and then refigned his 
. foul to the angel of death; who never, in tlic uncounted ages of' 
Iiis office, feized on a foul more pure, oricfs defiled witlx the fiuil- 
tics of human hatuic. 

AVhilc Shaw Aulum, juft as a fovcreign, and liberal as a man, 
reigned over the empire with a gentle hand, in perfeft repofe, IVo- 
viclcnce was preparing new revolutions, and Time haftening to 
difclofe events of dreadful importance. The blofibms numcroufly 
Ihooting under the inhucncc of the Imperial fpring, were deftined 
to be bhfted by the ftoims of autumn, and only one unkindly fruit 
to remain on the royal tiee. A deadly vapour, poifonous as the 
piercing venom of the fnakc, all at once infciftcd the head and licart 
of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the licavy ftrokc of 
the keeneft weapon. So inftantancous was the fatal cfTcft, that it 
gave full renfon to imagine it proceeded from poifon. He was all 
at once feized with faiiitings, which continued without intermiffion, 
till, on the sift of Mohirrim, 1124, being Monday night, he de- 
'cvwwwj . Vl't V»eA Vitn , wm \Vjt 
firftinftantof his illncfs, given over, and the princes and ladies of 
the luiram made continual and loud lamentations round-his bed. 
*■ It happened one day, that, as Mahumtnud Moiz ad Dicn and 
Azeem Ooffiawn were fitting near it, the latter, perceiving under 
a corner of the pillow a dagger of vciy cxquifitc workmanfhip, 
took it up to'admire the jewels with which it was adorned, and th? 
water of the blade. Upon his drawing it from tlic fenbbard, Moiz 
nd Dicn, jealous of his brother, was feized with a panic. He 

ftaried 



: M o'g U^'L E R E. 

ftartcd up,-i!nd retired v/itb fuch piecipitatioii, that he ftiuck the. 
turban fiom liis head againft the door. of 'the tent, forgot his flip- 
pers at the entrance, _ and fell down over the topes. Being affifted, 
to rife and adjuft his drefs by his ftrvants, who were aftonillicd at 
his ftrange aftions and 'appearance, he>iode off to his tents with 
all the fpeetl and hurry jroffible.’ This occafioned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, among maiiyotheis, haftened towards the 'durf 
bar.! I met'the prince, 'with his attendants, pufhing on his elephant 
•with .frantic hafte i 'upon obferving which,' I endeavoured to pals 
unobferved ; but he knew me, and fent a mefi'enger to call me to 
him. As I had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I 
did not obey the m'andate, hutpalTed'on to the emperor’s , tents, 
ydfere I fat down in the guard-room of -‘Mahabut IChan, third 
buk'fhi, which’was clofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
■duty, there in perfon.- He fent for me, and I found with him 
Miiza Shaw-nowaz Khan SufEtwee.' I had before interefted my- 
felf, at the defi?e of, ■both,, in bringing about a conneftion between 
Azeem Oolhawn.and the 'ameer al amra; for which purpofe I had 
employed Shekh ’ Coodderut OoIIa as a TnefTenger, and fometlmes 
my grandfon, i'* Einaiut OoIla. The ameer al amra now defired 
me to fend the latter to Azeem Oofliawn, to alk him how he could 
ferve him on the prefent occafioii. I fent him, but he .returned 
.with a reply laconic and (light, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
.■to the cornmander of an hundred. It was written in Shekh Coo- 
'derut Oolla's (confidant to the prince) own hand, as follows : “ As 
“ the Imperial fervants can know no place of fiippoit but this 
" court, and moll have already repaired to it, the ameer al ami a 
" may alfo pay his duty, With afliuance of a gracious reception, 

, J'O 1'! . - I ' , (> ■ , i 

.* The court of the emperor, or any other perfon in high authoiit;.' , 

* Ang.licc, Commanding at,\e. 

* Anglicc, Pro\»dcnce of God. 
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“ in the piefcnce.” "When the ameer al amra read this, he flicd 
tears, and faid to me, with much emotion, " You fee the manners 
" of the prince and Iris advifers ! Whatever is the will of God, 
“ muft take place. Alas ! the cirora of a favourite, unacquainted 
“ with government, often endanger the very cxillcnce of his 
“ m.rfter. When fortune fiowris on any one, he is fure to do 
“ that which he lliould not." After faying this, he immediately 
quitted the guard-room, collefled his followers, and moved his 
tents .and effefts to the quaitcr of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where 
he thought his fervices more likely to anfwcr his own intercft. 

The camp was fo difpofed, that the tents of the emperor were 
pitched along one bank of the river, and on tire other oppofite, 
thofe of the piince Azeem Oofliawn,' at a confiderable diftance 
from the ' city. The three other prince's were encamped nearer to 
it, but Moiz ad Dien almoft clofeito the walls, and the greatcfb 
part of his main occupied the houles of the nearc’ft ftreets. The 
influence, riches and power of Azeem Oofliawn, liad long raife'd 
againll him the enmity and jealoufy Of his brethren, who had, for 
their general fafety, formed a compaft to fupport each other. 
The ameer al aitlra had formerly been dilgufted ar Azeem Oofliawn, 
for preferring to himfelf, the Uiankhanan and Mahabnt Khan ; from 
which time he had courted alternately Rufleh Oofliawn and Jehaun 
Shaw. On this occafion, heAvore to afhft the three brothei^dft 
cfFeiling the deftruftion of Azeem Oofliawn, and make an equal 
divifioii of tlie empire and royal treafures among them. ■ ’ 

Azeem Oofliawn, already in pofleflion of the Imperial camp, 
treafury and jewels, had alfo a vaft treafuiu of hi-, own. Mod of 
the principal noblemen had joined him, with their ifollowers ; alfo 
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the' royal artillery. lie had,' befides, a very' cohfidciable army in 
bis own pay ;jfo that his biothcis,'’t]jough'all leagued againft him, 
would have formed but a \teak enemy, if he had immediately at- 
tacked them. Butheafted othenvife: he encamped on the plain, 
keeping the river to his rear, and began to thiowup v.oiks to 
defend himfelf, inftcad of courting a general aftion. Probably 
this proceeded fiOniitendeinefs to his brothers, who he thought 
would in a few days be dcfei ted by their troops, for want of pay, 
as they poflelTed little or no money ; and that they would either 
willingly acknowledge him emperor, to obtain fettlements, oi be 
delivered into his hands by fome of their pretended fiiends, to gain 
bis favour. - . - ' ’ 

. t ’ 

While he thus fiattcied himfelf with an eafy conqueft, the three 
hi others, by the advice of the ameer al amra, drewallthcaitillery 
from the fort of Labor*, and encamped their united forces in one 
line, making the city the'ir defence to the rear. I happened to be 
encamped near Mahabut Khan, who immediately, on learning that 
the ameei al amra had attached himicif to Moiz ad Dlen, fearing to 
be plundered by liis troops, loft no time in moving off with his 
family and effefls to Azeem Oofliawn, leaving his tents and tem- 
porary buildings ftanding. No fooner was he gone, than the 
rabble ‘took poffefiion of his camp, which they fet on fire, and 
levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on many accounts, f 
had refolved to embrace the foitunes of Azeem Oolhavvn, I would 
have gone with himj but the camp being a Handing one, I had 
neglefted my tents, parted with my carnages, and eieCled tempo- 
raiy Iheds'for my family, fo that I was* obliged to icmain in an 
alarming fituation, almoft alone, for four days. I willied to fend 
my women to my houfe in the city , but the road to it led thiough 
the allied armies, where it was probable they might be infulted or 
plundered. On the fifth day, I was eafed of my feais, as a ftrong 
' ' ' K 2 efcoit 
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cfcort came from the prince Azeem Oofhawn to condu£t to him 
Sha^\'-nowaz Khan, Hummccd ad Dicn Khan, and fome other 
noblemen, who waited for thisiccurity to join him. With them I 
reached his camp in fafety, where I happily got pofTefiion of a 
fquaieualled about, but without any covering orfhadc: yet even 
this was as a palace at the time, as it ferved to protect my women 
and family. 1 now paid my reipefts to the prince, who received 
me gracioufly, conferred upon me many favours, and confulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far 
above my ambition, weic allotted for me, and getting ready to 
pafs the feals : at the fame time, orders were dilpatched to fummon 
my fon, * Hofhe-dar Khan, to the prcfencc, from w’hich he had 
been detached fome time before on actual fcrvice, with a felecl 
force, and, to pay him, a large fum of money was fcnt.to me. 

I refufed it, however, as I had not people to fecure its fafety j and 
requefted alfo, that the rank of five thoufand, and title of Azim 
Kjian, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed,, till 
the prince fliould become victorious over liis enemies, as 1 had 
made a vow not to receive them till he Ihould fit unrivalled on the 
throne of empire. In faCt, J perceived in his weak politics, and 
want of lefolution, the decline of his caufej and law the burning 
blalts of fummer haftening to deftroy the feafon of fpring, as the 
experienced hulbandman can judge of his har\-efts from the changes 
of the atmolphere. * 

when Azeem Oofhawn had intrenched himfelf, and the three , 
brothers began their approaches to his works on every fide, his 
operations became highly blameable in the eyes of the nobility and 
officers of experience. It appeared to the public, that the fuperior 
force dreaded the inferior j and that thofe who ought to be the 

* Anghce, Endowed vrith judgment. ^ 
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befiegers,' were now the bcficgcd. Such was the cffc£t, for Azeem 
Oofliaivii’s army grew di([)irited daily, while tiie enemy’s gained 
ardor every hour, at finding that prolpcdt of fuccefs, of which in 
the beginning they liad almoft delpaired. ,Our foldiejs at the 
works, tired wiih conftant watchings and alarms, grew remifs in 
theii duty ; they firlV required unnecclTary alfiftance, and at lafl: 
’began to defect their polls. The Imperial aitillery, to whom a 
great film of money had been given as a bounty, became difobc- 
dient to orders, and even mutinous, in which points they were fol- 
lowed by thofe of the houlhold. This behaviour made Azeem 
Ootliawn change his opinion, that he could purchafo viflory with 
money only; fo that he opened his tieafury but fparingly to tlie 
old or new troops, giving, with much reludlance, only one hun- 
dred rupees to each trooper who came to offer fervicc with his own 
horfe, for which fecurity was alfo demanded. At a crifis of this 
important nature, but few were tempted to quit the fervice of their 
old mailers, for a fum but inconfiderable in itfelf, and only attain- 
able with fuch difficulty. In Ihoit, the whole camp began to be 
alarmed, and even the boldcft officers to feel a dread of the ill eon- 
fetiuences of being cooped up in unnecefiary entiencliments. A 
cannonade was kept up on both fidcs for foui days, in each of 
which the three brothers gained fome advantage, by advancing their 
nations nearer to the works of the milguided Azeem Oolhawn. 

On the fifth day, Azeem Oolhawn moved fiom his camp in 
ordei of battle, and his fon, the prince ’Mahummud Keneem, 
though commander of the advanced coi ps, was with him, inftead 
of being difpatche'd in front, agieeably to the ufual difpofition of 
the line. This was ordei ed, left, as the enemy were foimed into 
three bodies, one might gain an advantage over him, and another 

, * Anglicc, favoured by Mahummud, 
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intercept his retreat to the grand line, before he could receive 
proper aflrftance. Such was the confufion in forming the troops, 
that the artillery was quite ufelefsly difpofed, and many pieces, de- 
ferred by the men, 1^ overturned on tlie ground ; while fome of 
the chief officers vrere by their followers left almoft alone, on their 
clepliants, before the acHon began. Soleyman Khan Afghan firft 
advanced to charge the divifion of Jehaun Shaw, but he was fup- 
ported by fo few of his follower, that he could effefl nothing, and 
was killi in the onfet, before he had reached the enemy’s poft. 
Jehaun Shaw moved fteadily, in flow order, towards Azeem 
Oofliawn, whofe terrified tioops began to fall back from around 
him. The mlfcondu^led, but truly brave prince, when he faw 
lus fortune thus unfavourable, though he might have faved himfelf 
by mounting a horfe and flying from the field, yet Jeomed to owe 
liis fecurity to diflionour, and would not move from his elephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehaun Shaw. This aftion, 
and fnbmittlng to be facrificed, w'as one and the fame. His ele- 
phant driver was killed in the inftant, and the few till then, remain- 
ing friends to his perfon deferted him to a man. He received many 
wounds from anows and fliot, fo that he foon funk down fainting 
upon his feat; while his elephant, without a driver, and furious 
with pain, ran through the enemy, who purfued him in vain for 
fome hours, and during that time the unfortunate prince died of 
fatigue and lofs of blood*. Sultaun Mahummud Kerreem, his 
fon, in the height of the confufion, threw himfelf without hurt 
from his elephant, and mounting a horfe brought him by an at- 
tendant, efcaped from the field of battle ; but only to fuffer, fliortly 
after, a w’orfe fate than dying in aflion. 


* Amwn adDien Sumbulkc &>s, his tlephant nifhcd wltli him into the Ravwe, ard* 
was drowned. 
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It happened that, at the beginning of the adtion, the three princes 
n'ere drawn up nearly oppofite that part of the camp where I 
unfoitunately had placed my family in a wietched fquare, to which 
the eneniy advanced ftill nearer, as the battle laged, and our tioops 
began to^ Hy. Mahabut Khan, Hummeed ad Dien, and other 
loi ds, had in the beginning* lent their families acrofs the river to 
'places of fafety, which piecaution I was prevented from ufing, by 
being attendant on Azeem Oolhawn’s perfon in the line. The 
river was about a rocket’s flight from the fquaie inclofure, and 
upon the jout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed 
me, while tlie enemy’s troops were yet employed in fight, to con- 
duft my women out of dangei to the other fide j at the fame time 
offering me a boat he had leady foi his own fecurity againft puifuit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perfons, bis own followers. 
Accordingly I placed my wife and daughter in two coveied palle- 
kees, with a fum fomeu hat exceeding ’ four thoufand gold mhors, 
a calket of jewels, i betel plate of gold fet with jewels, and other 
very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, defigned for 
hci mairiage portion, leaving clothes and every thing elfe to chance. 
As Providence decreed it, the women’s pallekees had juft ai rived at 
a naiiow inlet of watei, about an ariow’s flight fiom the rivei, 
when Azeem Oofliasvn’s elephant, and Mahummud Keireem’s, 
weie running towards it, puifuedbythe enemy. I was’ advanced 
a little m front to piepare the boat, when fuddenly one of ‘my at- 
tendants cried out, “ Wheie are you going ? Youi honour is 
"^ruined*” I looked behind ms, and faw the enemy near my 
women ; upon which, in a ftate of furious defpair, I haftened back 
with my giandfon McerEinaiut Oolla, as Khan Zummaun’s people 
Could not reach me in time for my affiftance. We two had juft 
joined the women, when the rapacious Moguls had begun to 

About lLX,thQu£ind pounds ficrlinr, reckoning the mhor at fiftern Sicca rupees! 
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plunder; upon rrh'ich I leaped from my liorfe, and fazing my wife 
and daughtei by each a hand, ruflied with them into the ritulet up 
to their waifts, and covered the reft of their perfons wdth a cloth, 
drawing my fword to defend them with my life from further inftilt ; 
and, lucl.dy foi my honour, their faces were not feen by the eyes 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attenthe to gain than fticdding 
of blood, after plundering the pallehees and other carriages of " 
' every thing, even to the coarfeft outer cor ermgs, rode off in fearch 
of other prey, without attackingmc or my attendants, rvhorverehid 
in different bulhes and hoUov.s. It was dunng this confufion, tliat 
I faw the prince Mahummud Kerrecm jump from his elephant, 
mount a fervant’s hoife, andefcape. When the alarm was orer, 
and filends and enemies had paffed by, I was joined by my fervants 
from their various llielters, and, having replaced my women in 
the pallekees, returned to my late miferable drrelhng, which had 
been alfo plundered, even to foot-clotlis and carpets. No pillows 
or feats rvere left us but the bare ground, and no apparel but that 
drenched in water on our backs; neverthelefs, I gave grateful thanks 
to the Almighty for the prefervation of my life and honour, witli 
a ftneere fervor. With the appioach of night tlie confufion flack- 
ened, and about nine o’clock all was over, and quiet reftored, I 
then faid to myfelf, “ What is gone, is gone and, with a calm 
mind, recited one hundred and twenty veiies ofthe'* Mefnavi, bo- 
lides an ode applicable to the prelent Hate of affairs. 

The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken poft'clTion of the camp 
of the vanquillted, in the mociling fent covered caniages and other 
neceffarics to me, with a giacious niel&ge, defiring that I would 
come, and pitch my tents near his own. I went accordmglj, and 
. was introduced to him. He was fitting alone, under p canopy. 


‘ The Mefnavi is » ronsSioA of now! pocir*, by Moltivtc Jdlal ed Dicn Rooni 
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near his private apartments. When he iaw me, he exclaimed, in 
a joyful voice, ‘‘ Come,’ ' Azim Khan, for thy arrival is at a happy 
“ lealon i I was anxious to lee thee." He then took off the klie- 
laut, ’which he had put on Juft before, and gave it to me, with the 
munftib of ‘ fix thoufand, faying, “ I have left one degree of rank 
“ to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion to a throne.” 
Afterwhich he difmlfled me in a giacious manner, and I took up 
my ftation near that of ' Lutfoolla Khan Saduk, his firft mmifter. 

Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the viflory over Azeem Oolhawn, 
judging, from the purity of his own intentions, that thofe of his 
two brothers and the ameer al amra.were equally juft towards him, 
though fortune had placed all the treafures of the vanquiflied in his 
power, fcomcd to ufe this advantage, contrary to his oatli of al- 
liance. He fent the body of Azeem Oofliawn to Molz ad Dien s 
and, when all the plunder of his camp was collefled, delivered the 
whole without delay into the hands of tlie ameer al amra, who, 
agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial 
divifion of the pibvinces and treafures between the biothers. This 
ftriflnefs to his word was the caufe of his ruin. The ameer al amra 
had privately refolved to feat Moiz ad Dicn on the throne without 
a rival, as he was a weak prince, fond of his pleafures, averfe from 
bufinefs, and confequently belt fuited to the purpofc of a miuiftec 
ambitious of uncontrouled power. With this view, he, on various 
pretences, delayed making a divifion of the treafure, knowing that 
the troops of Jehaun Shaw and Rnffeh Oofliawn were already mu- 
fmoufly clamorous for the payment of their long arrears, and much 

’ Argbct, Noble lord j the title which Azeem Oolhaivn bad olFcred to confer on 
him 

* Seven thoufand was properly the highell rank of nobility. In the decline of the 
empire, r«nk of eight and ten thoulard was ednferred on powerful miiullerSt 

^ JVngUct-, God s ircrcy. Saduk, Ajiglicc True, was his family uame, j 
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dUgufted at being deprived of the great plunder they had expedled 
from the camp of Azeem Oolhawn, which had been feized front 
their grafp by the ftrift diicipline and honour of Jehaun Shaw, 
The ameer al amra, with feeming attachment, vifited the princes 
as ufual, and three days paffed over without their exprefling diftrufl: 
at his delay ; but their friends clearly law his deflgns, and wanted 
Jehaun Shaw again!! his treachery ; offering to prevent their com- 
pletion, by putting him ' to death, when he Ihould come next to 
pay his refpedls. The honourable and noble-minded prince refufed 
his aflent to fuch propolals, laying, “ I cannot conlent to fuch 
" dilhonourable and perfidious dealing, for which I lliould become 
•' heinoully guilty in the eyes of God, and amongflr men marked 
“ as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is decreed me, I 
lhall attain it without trouble j but, if not, of what avail is 
“ treachery, or unjull Ihedding of human blood ! ” At his next 
vifit, he openly told the ameer al amra the fulpicions entertained of 
his conduft, faying, “ Even now, perhaps, thy family is dreading 
“ that I may be putting thee to death j which, however politic, I 
“ fcom to do by fraud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own 
“ houfe.” The ameer al amra departed with a fpeed and precipi- > 
ration declaring his guilt. The veil, with which he had covered 
' his deligns, became no longer of ule; but, inllead of feeling gra- 
titude to Jehaun Shaw for fuffering him 'to live, his enmity in- 
creafed. He now openly avowed his dellruftion, and his intentions 
to fupport Moiz ad Dicn. ‘ Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
religioufly faithful Jto his word, was generous and jull in this great 
iStion, yctthe-iiolicyrif govcmraentwill not admit of fuch conduft 
being copied as an example of propriety. The world is deceitful, 
find cahn'ot’be commanded biit by deceit. The thief, who Ihould 
wake his lleeping prey, would only bring ruin on his own head. 
Virtue and vice being direft oppofites, cannot cxilt in one dwelling. 
That, the foundation of which is evil, cannot be fupported but by 
evil. 1 „ V/lien 


, M ’O G U L EMPIRE. 

■\\'Iicn the apiccr al amra had openly refnfed to perform his 
agreement, Jchaim Sliaw, furious at his behaviour, moved Iiis. 
camp oppofite to the trcaclicroiis nobleman’s, ami prepared to offer 
battle without delay. He had juft now the faireft profpeft of 
eyeiy fuccefs ; a line army, attached to his perfon with one mind, 
good artillery, and a great character among his own and the ene- 
my’s, troops. But — how uncertain is fortune! This night, by 
pcrmiffion of God, a fire broke out in the artillery camp : all thg 
rocltcts apd ftores of ammunition were deftroyed, and our army 
rertdered in one inftant totally iifclefs. The merit of this important 
niifchief was aftenvards claimed by Rajee Khan Mancckporcc, who 
faid the. fire was purpofely kindled by his fpies, fora large bribe. 
This man was originally of low characler and little efteem, but for 
this fcrvicc he was gradually niifcd from a poft in the artilleiy, by 
Moiz ad Dicn, to the rank of fix thoufand. Immediately after this 
dreadfid accident, Rooftum Dil Khan and Mukhlis Khan haftened 
to one of the Imperial powder-works, and obtained feme frclli 
fupplies j but the troops, much dilpiritcd with their lofs, now be- 
came clamorous for money, and began to defert in great numbers. 

In fliort, the fpirit of tlic army was changed, fo that, e.\-cepting 
Lutfoolla Khan, Rooftnm Dil Khan, Mukhlis Khan, and a few 
others who remained faithful, all tlie chiefs forfeited their honours, 
and Jehaun Shaw, plainly perceiving the w.avering of his followers, 
thought it moft advifable to prevent worfe confcqucnccs, by putting 
all to the hazard of an immediate engagement. The next morning 
at the dawn of day, (being Monday, mm 1124,) he formed his A. 
line, ' and began a c.annonade, which was anfwercd by the enemy, 
and kept up on both fides till mid-day with equal fuccefs. At 
length the fire of Jehaun Shaw began to flackcn,- and his troops to 
feparate on various pretences, as want of water, guarding tlieir 
bagpge,-and the like; fo that near half the army deferted gradu- 
ally; in fpite of the prince’s repeated orders ,to maintain the I'm:. 

■ .I" 2 Obferving 
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^ Obfen'ing this, he raifed a fepoit that the tinieer al amra was killed 
•by a {hot, in confeqnence of which the enemy were alarmed, and 
that he {honld immediately charge them, in order to improve fo 
favourable an event. As he founded tbe inarch .of viflory, his 
tioops believed him. and returned moft of them to their polls. He 
then commanded Janee Khan, Roollum Dil Khan, and Mukhlis 
Khan, to charge one flank of the enemy, and Lootfulla Khan and 
otheis in front, he himfelf heading this la{l divifion. It was now 
about four o’clock, wliert Jehaun Shaw, without looking behind 
him to fee how he was fuppoited by his troops, advanced on the 
enemy's center with a furious fpeed, where the ameer al amia was 
ftanding with a few followers, to reconnoitre. Moiz ad Dien had 
before letired to lepofein his tents. Roollum Di! Khan and other 
chiefs rulhed througli all oppofition to that quarter, gained the 
tents, and plundeicd even the ladies of the haram, among whom 
- weie many belonging to the late emperor. Moiz ad Dien, rouzed 
from lleep, without regaiding their fafety, fled to feek his own, 
undrelTed as he was, with the ameei al amra, who was engaged 
againll Jehaun Sliaw in unequal combat, as he had only with him 
three or four hundred horfe. At this time Rulfeh Oolhawn, ivho 
feemingly fupported Moiz ad Dien, but was waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to dcllroy both him and Jehaun Shaw, appeared in the lear 
of the latter with his whole force. A corps of infantry alfo now 
oppofed him in front, not only Hopping his charge, but confuling 
his troops ; wbo, feeing themfelves likely to be furrounded, loft 
all fpirit, and fled to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex- 
pofed alone upon his elephant : and he was foon killed by a mufquet 
lliot. His fon, ’ Ferkhundeh Akhter. a piince of moll promiling 
bodily and mental accomplifliraents, who fat behind him, defeended 
and fought with his feymetar, till he could Hand no longer, and 
then fell down dead, covered with wounds. Both the boics were 
‘ AngUct, Of fortunate flar. 
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cairM immediately to the ameer al amra, who ordered the march 
of Yidlory to he /bunded. Jehaiin Shaw, heroic, juft and benevo- 
lent, was all peifeftj but ftill, as Providence oppofed his fortune, 
all his plans turned out direflly contrary to theii piopofcd end, 
and vvhat feemed to promife fuccefs, became the caufe of misfortune^ 
Men judge vainly from events, faying, if he had not done fo.^ thus 
Would or could not have happened : but, alas ! in whofe power are 
eventk’^ Our faculties, our ftrength, oui thoughts, our fiiends, 
are all moved by the ihftigation of Providence. Nothing can hap- 
pen without a caufe, yet our ruin is often brought oh by the very 
caufes which had before occafioned our fuccefs ; for God doeth that; 
which pleafetli him, and etFefleth that which he’hath defigned. 

When the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of 
death, there now remained no othei rivals than Moiz ad Dien and 
Ruffeh Oolhawn. Tlie latter had the firmeft reliance on the at- 
tachment and oaths of the ameei al ami a, who, during tlie life of 
the late emperor, had been fupportixl by him in the ftrongeft man- 
ner again/1 the khankhanan. He alfo had honoured him, at his 
own requeft, by the appellation of uncle, and 'exchange of tuibans , 
fo that he now hoped, as one ibveieign feemed to be his choice, 
that it might reft upon him, in preference to his elder brother. 
On this account; he had refolved to wait as a fpeflator of the 
ftrugglc, till the fall of one of his rivals, and then to i u/li upon 
the furvivor, while flu/licd with viftory, and unguarded agamft a 
new enemy. This delign he now communicated to his followers, 
and defired them to fuppoi t him m an immediate attack on Moiz 
ad Dien , but they would not content, cither through fear or 
tieachery, pretending that the dawn of moining was more favour- 

’ The exchange of tuibans, among the orientals, is the moft facred pledge of fnend- 
Ihip_, and any breach of it, after fuch ceremony, regarded tyith horror. 
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able than the picreiitiinftant; fo,tUat the prince was obliged to 
Jlop, .and %vait their^ pleafure. He 'fpent the night undet amisj 
with. fleeplefs impatience for .the tetuin of day, but fome of his 
falfe advifer? cointpunicated his plan to tliq anieei, al amra, and 
promifed to aflift in the deftrutllon of their patron. 

'Juft' as the morning'^iyas beginning to appear, Ruffeh Oofliaw'n 
advanced ' filently' towaids' the enemy, ^hoping to fmprize them; 
blit,, befbieh?_ had reached their camp, the commanding officer of 
his artillery,' eitl^er thiougfi treachery or ignorance, fired a gun 
towards the quarter of Aloiz ad Dien, which loufed his fleeping 
troops. Tlie alarm was immediately founded, and the enemy’s 
cannon fooh began” to play furioufly. Who now w ould ftand to 
fupport Ruffeh Ooffiawn ? The greateft. number of his folloneis 
fled in confiifion to tlie right and left, while Buddukfliee, a chief 
in whom he had repofed the greateft confidence, and whom he had 
faved from being put to death by his father, whom he had raifed 
to honours, and fupported with a liberality unbounded, having 
privately agreed with the ameer al amra, ungratefully turned his 
arms againft him at tliis inftant. The unhappy prince was in a 
fliort time left alone, funounded by his enemies on every fide; but 
truly brave and fpirited, regard'mg the honour and reputation of 
the family of Timur, notwithftandmg his delicacy and feeming 
effeminate fofinefs, he threw himlelf from his elephant, and, draw- 
ing the fabre of glory from the icabbard of honour, fought fingly 
on foot againft thoufands of affailants. But what could he effeft, 
more than fell one life at the expence of many ? He was foon" 
hewed down with repeated wounds, and refigned his breath to him 
who gave it. May the Almighty Ihew mercy to his foul 1 We are 
from God, and to him we muft return. 

Such courage, I muft with juftice remark, never appeared among 
tire defeendants of Timur, aslhewn by the offspring of ‘AulumgeerJ 

nor 
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nor do the various' hiftories I have read, 'record the like gallant op- 
pofition of a prince fiiigly againft numbers. Tnl'e valour is proved 
in the extremity of danger ; but it is eafy to affume the appearance 
of courage in the day of fafety. 

Moiz ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw, by the afliflance of Providence 
alone, now founded the march of vidtory and unrivalled empire. 
He permitted the mangled bodies of his martyred and more worthy 
brothers to be kept three days on the field of battle, expofed to 
public view. They were aftei wards conveyed to Dhcly, and interred 
■without ceremony .or pomp, in the maufoleum of the emperor 
Humaioon, the general icceptocle of the murdered princes of the 
Imperial family. The maufoleums which they,, had eredlcd for 
themfelves, near the, tombs of their favourite faints, of maible, 
jafper, and otlicr ilch ftones, were bellowed on the minions of 
Lall Kooi, a public dancer, and miftiefs to the weak Jehaundar 
Shaw. I ' , 

Be it known to thofe of enlightened underftandings, and to the 
acquainted with the ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of 
the affairs of mytlicgc and hcreditary.lord, the emperor Moiz ad 
Dien Jehaundar, Shaw, fgme obfei rations and -expreflions fhould 
cfcape my pen,,lcontr<ary to relpeft, and theicxamples of the hifto- 
riographers of princes, they, will not ipioceed ,from difaffeftion or 
a prejudiced mind. I know they are improper from the pen of a 
fervant, and God forgive me ! but Joy them I mean no difalfeflion 
'to his peifon,' or difrefpefl|to,the family, of Timur; no vent of my 
own fplecn ;r no new to flatter, a fucccllbr, by difparaging his rival, 
nor, malicious, abule for the negleft.ordifappoiiitmentfl,may have 
fuffered during this reign. I fwear by God, and God is a facied 
Witneffer of oaths, that 1 loved him as my fo\ ereign ; but, as it 
was incumbent on me td record the aOiops of the reigning .piince," 
gooi or bad, w)fe or, foolifli, in public and piivate, if they were;, 

( without 
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without ofte exception, allunwoithy, vhat can I fay, as a faithful 
v\ titer? Let it be remembered, that I ^as nourilhed for fiftyj 
.years under the benignant ftiadowof the great and glorious emperoii 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteration. I now beheld ! ^ Of this man, 
this wretched idiot, oppofite to him in every quality, fuccecding to 
the very lame empire, fitting on the very fame throne, and the 
actions he did,' what can I Lay, or in uhat terms paint the difgraces 
they fufiered by his acceflion ^ — I had beheld upon the throne an 
emperor- Warmth of expreffion operates in ad\dce : the ftiends to 
the *lmaums, from the ardor of their loyalty to the houfe of Ali, 
heightened their ftyle, and reprefented with all the eloquence of 
zeal (for which they have been ever praifed by good men) that the 
oppreflcd might Mraw the fword againff.a worthlefs tyrant. But! 
only mean a warning to the family of Timur; for the head of 
which, let his character be what it may, if I hefitate to facrifice 
my life, may I be numbered with traitors, and abhorred by my 
friends ! 

When Jehaundar Shaw, by the intrigues and fupport of tlie 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, had triumphed over his three 
brothers, and afcende'd the throne of empire without the fear or 
dread of a competitor, all the cufloms of time were changed. He 
■was in himfelf a u eak man, cffeminately'careful oriiis perfbn, fond 
of eafe, indolent, and totally ignorant of the arts of government. 
He had alfo blemifhes and low vices unworthy of royalty, and un- 
known among his illuftrlous anceftors. He made the vaft empire 
of Hindoftan an offering to the foolifh whims of a public courtezan’ 
which tortured the minds of ’worthy fubje£ls loyal to his family. 
The relations, friends and minions of the miftrels^ ufurped abfolute 

* The two chief Imaums were the fons of Ali, hy the daughter of Mahummud, • 
and were put to death hy the caliph Maweeah, one by poifon, and the other in battle, 
•with all their children except one, from whom defeended the other ten Imaums, and 
the race of Syeds, fo highly refpefled among the Mahummedons. 

authority 
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authority in the ftatc j and high offices, great.titles, and unreafon- 
able grants from the Imperial domains, were Ihoweied piofufely 
on beggarly muficians. 'Two cororcs of rupees annually were 
fettled for the houthold expences of the miftrefs only, exclufne of 
her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her m 
a chariot through the markets, where they puichafed, agieeablc to 
whim, fom’etlmes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen , at othei's, 
greens, fruits, and the moft trifling articles. A woman named 
‘Zohera, keeper of a grcen-ltall, one of Lall Kooi’s particular 
friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fiiitable jaghire, and 

* About tT,.^o millions ilcrling 

* The celebrated Nizam al Mulluk^ who at this lime Incd a sery retired life at 

Dhel_j, v.'as one day paHing m n pallckce, with only a few attendants, when, in a 
narrow flrcet, he was met by Zohera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great 
tram of fervants •The nizam endeavoured to get out of the \vay , but, notwithlland- 
mg this, Zohera’s fervants \\efe infolcnt to his -attcndanis, and, as file pafied by, file 
exclaimed, “ Arc you the fon of the blind man This enraged the nizam, who 
commanded his people to puU her from her elephant, which they did, with rudenefs. 
She complained to the mifirefs, who prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice 
of It, and command Zoolfcccat Khan to pumfla the nizam The nizam had fufpefted 
this to happen, and had informed the minifier of the affair ^Vhen jehaundar Shaw 
fpoke to him, he was .anfwercd, that, to pumlh the nizam for having correfted an 
infoleotupfiart, would enrage alt the nobilit), who would confidcr the honour of the 
order as hurt hy any affront to the nizam Jehaundar, upon this, did not enforce his 
commands. ' 

Upon Jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftrefs’s relations, a mufienn, to a 
high rank, Zoolfeccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of fueer, demanded of the new made 
lord, as a fee for putting his feal of office to the patent, one ihoufand fmall tabors 
'The mufician complained to Lall Koor, his patronef®, of the indignity offered him , 
and the told the emperor, infiftmg fiul he Ihould reprimand the ameer al amra Je- 
haundar Shaw accordingly reproached the mmiftcr, who ironically replied, that, as 
mufic was th® heft recommendation with his majefiy for promotiorl, he had afked the 
tabors to deliver out to perfons of ffimily, thit they might, by pradlifing upon th-’m, 
c^ualify themfcives for high office, andfucceed as well as their inferiors, the muficians 
Jehaundar Shavv felt the force of the ikttre, and, being afriid of his minifter, withdrew 
The patent ^ i 

I M ‘ her 
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her relations exalted’to the empcioi's favour, which they ufed to 
promote the interells of the conrtieis, for large biibes : nor did the 
•nobility decline their patronage, but forgetting their honour, and 
facrificing decency to the prefent advantage, eagerly flocked to pay 
adoration to the royal idols, whofe gates were more crowded witli 
equipages in general than tliofe of the Imperial palace, fo‘ that to 
pafs through tlie ftreet where they refided was a matter of difficulty, 
by reafon of the throng To do them juflice, many of them had 
geneious minds, and performed various good aftions in the ufe of 
their influence at court. The ridiculous jaunts of the emperor and 
his miftiefs at lad grew to fuch a pitch, that on a certain night, 
after fpending the day in debauchery, and vifiting different gardens 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb- woman, they re- 
tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who fold fpirits, with 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewatding the woman 
with a large fum, and the grant of a village, tliey returned in a 
drunken plight to the palace, and all three fell allcep on the road. 
On their arrival, Lall Koor was taken out by herwomenj but the 
emperor remained fleeping in the chariot, and the dritci, who had 
fhared m the jollity of his royal mailer, without examining the 
machine, earned it to the flables. '^The officers of the palace, after 
v/alting till near morning for his arnval, on findmg that the 
miftrefs had entered her apartments without the emperor, were 
alaimcd for his fafety, and fent to her to enquire concerning his 
fituation. She dtfired them immediately to examine the coach 
where they found the v retched prince fail afleep in the arms of 
Zohera, at the dift.TOce of nearly two miles from the palace. This 
fcandalous erent afforded matter of. offence to all good fubjeds, 
but of mirth and laughter to the weakjehaundar and his abandoned 
favourites. He after this ftill more expofed bis \ices to the pubhc, 
often, as he paffed through the ftiects, feizing tlie wives and daugh- 
ters of the lower tiadefmen. Once a week, according to the vulgar 
. fuperftition. 
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fuperftitloii,-;.he;batIied^withiI;all'Kooi^ conceal^ only by a finglc- 
■ cloth,:' in'the’ifonntain bf- the '.Lamp of DhelyJ.iin'h'opesjthat this 
ccrefnoiiy ,woitl3 promSte pregnancy. -Happyvvasthe day in'which' 
he was bathedpin' his.owh blood 1 • The.miftrefs had the mfolence 
tb'labufe' the princefsnZebe'al Nifla,. daughter of the emperor 
Aufumg^.'/arid auntbto. Jehaundar Shaw, i; with' exprefliqns fo vile 
as were unbecoming, the ' meaheft. peflbn. This prin’cefs' had ne- 
gleffed to pay compliments to her, which flie received from other 
ladies 'of ranki^ 'ahd'Lall Koor, chraged at this, teizcd the emperor 
to reproVe his aunt, arid oblige her to fltew' attention towards her j 
hilt all was' vain. . However,' he lb far complied'with her unrea- 
fonable 'entreaties, that he left off-vifiting the princefs, arid-declined 
going to an entertainment' Ihehad prepared for' him; hvithout in- 
viting 'tall -Koof. ' How lliall I relate'all his 'follies? - The itbove- 
riiehtioried ’al'e frifficierit'tb drew the fad changes of affairs, public 
arid private; His other indecencies are too unworthy of record to 
relate.' ' 

. .The ameer al amra, Zoolfeecar Khan', featcr, iiay-even' creator 
of emperors, .with fuch' an image of humanity 'in his hands, be- 
came abfol'ute,- and fo proud, that ’.Pharaoh 'arid Shudad could not_ 
haveh obtained 'admiffion to his threfhold.' He ftudied to -ruin 
the 'mbft ancient families, iinventing pretences to put them- to death; 
or difgrace them, that he might plunder their polfeliions. Unhappy 
. was the perfon he fufpeffed to, .be rich, as wealth and vexatious 
:.accufatiori's always accompanied each 'other.' ' 'He eftabliflied fuch 
cxafiioris'and 'abufes'asnopVibrage had beheld, and by vrhich'iiovv 
he is alone remembered. He took eribrriious.emolumerits dnd ve- 
veriues for hlmfelf, while he dilpofed of 'money, to' others with a 

A celebratc3Takeer fo-cntiticdi • • *•’- -j'i ,■ ^ 

‘ AngUce, Ornament of the'fcx. • 

Pharaoh/ anda king-of Yemmum, or Arabia 1 ; ^ 

■'d ' . ■ Mz ' hand 
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hand fo fparing, tint even "his own creatures felt feverc poverty ■ 
with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to any. The 
minds of high and low, rich and poor, near or diftant, friends or 
ftrangeis, were turned againft him, and wifhed his deftruftion. 
Hindoos and MuflUlmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall 
of his power, night and day. Often docs the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an bundled years. 

Kokultafli Khan, foftcr-brothcr to the emperor, and brought up 
with him from his childhood, was hoiiotircd with the title of Khan 
Jehaun. His wife, daughter, and whole family, alfo pofl'dred great 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
apromife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and their adherents combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al amra. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
were raifed to high rankj and a gieat number of the nobility, dif- 
tiefled by the pride and lapacity of Zoolfcccar Khan, joined their 
party. They infinuatcd to the emperor, that the ameer til amra 
entertained deftgns too.ambitious for a fubjeff, to attain which he 
would dare to Ihed the blood of princes ; that he had already deter- 
mined on a revolution, and cldier to feize the thione for himfclf, 
or, if he found that too dangeious, to beflow it on ' Ali Tibbar, 
or another of the confined princes, more favourable to his will 
than his majefty. 

The weak Jehaundai , unendowed with the lead judgment or cou- 
rage, was alaimed almoft to madnefs with the frightful pidlure of 
his own fituation ; but he had not firmnefs to oppofe the dreaded 
evils, nor fenf^to keepdiis fears fecret. The intrigues of Kokul- 
talh Khan foon became evident to the whole court, and only ferved 
to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures 

■ The only furviving fon of Azim Shaw, fon of the emperor Aurungzebe. ‘ 

' ' for 



M O G u'l'' E m’ P I R E. 

foi his own fafety,’ by removing his enemies. Rooftum Dil Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and fome others, were put to death, and a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinement on vaiious pretences. 
The family of the late ■ khankhanari was i educed fo low as to want 
the common neceflaries of life. In Ihort, the difpofition of the 
ameer al amra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now puniflied with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or otherwife, given him the 
flightefl: caufes of offence. I, who had differed with him in opi- 
nions during the life of BedarBukht, and fiequently warned the 
late emperor againft his afpiring views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe- 
rent party in the late ftruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
be fearched for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I had written the following verfes, and 
fent them to him by my grandfon. Meet Einaiut Oolla, who was 
much in his favour. . 

“ My anceftois were attached to ‘Alt without views of gain. I 
“ am of the family of Ali ; thou art the ’Zoolfeccai of “Hyder. 
“ Remember, I have no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in 
“ fome degree, and am come afhamed to thy tribunal. Though I 
“ am meaner than words can exprels, yet I am of the ‘ family of 
“ which thou art head. Thou ait now the guardian of our ho- 
y noitr: look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors." 

I , , 

' The celebrated MonauitnXhan. ‘ 

* The fon-in law of Mohammud, Here it means Azeem al Shawn^ 

? A two-bladed fword of All’s. 

* A tide given to Ah 

’ Afygd, or defccndaat from the prophet’s daughter Fanmaj by Ali. * 

‘ -1 1 . M ‘ > J 1 

At 
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, At firE h: did not tiouWe himfdf to open tte paper, upon nhlcK 
I lent a lecond time, when he perufed it with attention, and dcfired 
the ineffenger to call me to him ; but I did not comply with his 
invitation, to which I anfwered, tliat he had prevailed with pro- 
mifes of fafety on many to vilit ■him, and aftertvards confined or 
put them to death ; that if fuch was his defign tow aids me, there 
was no occafion to ufe art, as I would of my own accord put on 
my ihroud, and come prepared for the worft befoie him. To this 
he anfweied, by folemn oaths, that he meant no injury towards 
me ; fo that I was fatisfied, and went to vifit him without dread. 
He received me in his priwite apartment, to which I was admitted 
armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufnud to falute me, be- 
having every way with much kindnefs, and mote than I expefled j 
after which he difmifled me, with aflurances of proteffion. He 
the fame day alhed the emperor’s pardon for me, which was imme- 
diately paired i but his majefty 'obferved, that though he forgave, 
he would not jon any account employ me in his fervice. The 
ameer al amra too made me promife, that I would not accept of 
any office in the ftate, othcrwife than through his patronage. I 
complied with his defire without regret, as, independent of the 
obligations I owed to liim, there was no temptation left to court 
employment in a ftate w hicli had in fa£l no head ; for the miniftry 
was a colleftion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. 

During the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, like an 
embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived in perfeS retirement, except tliat I now and 
then unavoidably p.-ild a vifit to tlie ameer al amra, wdio would fre- 
quently alk my advice in public affairs, wlfich I gave him to the 
extent of ray underftanding. , 

In tite height of this power and authority, (while the claim -of 
I am, end no one clfe, was gaming ftrength,) all at once a report was 
' 2 heard 
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heard that the prince Fcrofchftre, ton to the martyied Azecm 
Oothawn, had marclied from Bengal towards Bahar, Intending to 
rev'cnge his fathei’s death, and feize the throne. Jehaundai Shaw 
and the ameer af amra, though they feigned to difbcheve the intel- 
ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were ftruck 
with diead. Great numbers of the Imperial fei rants wiflicd fccretly 
for the fuccefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for- 
tunate, he favv affairs in a proper light : while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed JehaundarShaw not to remain more than a week 
in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if necelTary, to the eaftem 
provinces, -as the dread of his power would not be imprefled fully 
in the breafts of his fubjefls, while Ferokhfere lefufed to pay alle- 
giance. jehaundar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafeinated by 
the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the advice of his miniftcrj 
land chofe to Itmain, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving 
only from palace to palace, and garden to gaiden. Kokultafli Khan 
and his party peifuaded him that the ameer al amra’ had excited 
this lebellion, and engaged piivately with Ferokhfere, to whom he 
would deliver his majelly a prifoner, Ihould he prevail on 'him' to 
march from the capital. Thefe ideas lerved to incieafe the fears of 
the wc.ak Jehaundar Shaw. He would often, exclaim, “ I did not 
“ kill Azeem Oolhawn : it was the ameer al amra, who mull how 
“ go and anfwei the claims of his Ion, for'latisfaclion. "What 
“ have I to do with the bufinefs The othh plans of an em- 
peior, who was thus oveicome by fear, may eafily be gueffed, and 
need no explanation. The ameci al amra, offended at the diflrufts 
of diis mailer, did not attend as he ought to bufinefs, but employed 
his time <alfo in pleafure, and fbrvraidmg his own immediate ini 
terell. , ’ ' ' t , . - ■ . i . 

’ Syed Abdoolla Khan 'Bareah, and Ins bi otlier Floufiein Ah Khin, 
had gained great honour bytheir'befiatiour in‘the fervid^ ofli’zira 
‘ ' Shaw, 
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Sliaw, after whofe death they had attached themfelves to Azcem 
OoHiawn, by whom they were honouted, the former .with the 
government of Allahabad, and thelattei of the province of Bahar. . 
During the late contefts fot the emphe,* they had, for their own 
fafcty and that of the countiy, expended, without orders, conli- 
deiable fums of the Impeiial icvenues in the maintenance of extra- 
ordinary tioops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw. On his 
acceffion to the throne, he appointed Rajee Khan Maneckporee to 
the government of Allahabad, who lent one of his relations, with 
a confide] able force, to take pofTeffion ; but he was oppofed, de- 
feated, and driven back by Abdoolla Khan. Ferokhfere’s rebellion 
juft then atifing, the ameer al amia thought it advifable to difpatch 
an Impeiial fiimaun, approving Abdoolla Khan’s condudt, and. 
confiiming him in his government, difclmming alfo any affent to 
the attempts to remove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude 
and, obedience for the royal favours, in order to avoid farther 
trouble from tlie court, but which he had refolved to ferve no 
longer than he found neceffary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar, 
he was immediately joined by Syed Houffein Ali Khan, who was 
faithfully attached to him, as the fon of his patron Azeem Oofhawn. 
Tiie court of Dhely weakly imagined, that Abdoolla Khan would 
flop the progrefb of the piince at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou- 
ragement, and great .piomifes, were difpatched to purchafe his 
loyalty, inftead of armies to fecuie it. While the rebellion was 
daily gathering foice, the emperor's mlnifters, divided againft each 
other, weie undetermined how to aft. Kokultalh Khan refufed to 
take the command of an aimy, if the ameer al amra remained at 
Dhely, pretending that the emperor was not fafe in his hapds ; and 
the latter did not think it propei to quit the couit, where, in his 
abfcncc, fuch a dangerous rival muft poffcfs the whole power. 
Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom he 
fliould entruft witli tlie command of, the army; for fo great was 

' his 
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liis fear, that one day, when the daughter of Kokultalli Khan, 
prefuming on her familiarity, iiififted that her father Hiould be 
dcclaied vizier, and tlie ameer al amra be fent from Dhcl\, ire 
replied with terroi, " Hold your peace, or ' Ire will put us all to 
“ death in an rnftant.'’ 

At lafl: it was refoUed that ' Aiz ad Dicn, eldefl: fon of Jehaundat 
Shaw,' iliould maich at the head of an 'army againfl: the rebels, 
under the tutelage of Khaja Honflein, Kban Downan, fon-in-law 
to Kokultalli Khan, a w’eak man, wiho nevei, unlefs in dreams, 
had feen a Ihot filed. The troops who marched with him did not 
amount to fix thoufand, though there were among the officers 
many ameeis of the highell: rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was 
joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabble; 
alfo many Fojedaurs, who covered ground, but were no better 
than droves of cattle to devour provifions ; however, he had with 
him a fine train of artillery.' From Agra, Aiz ad Dien marched 
without delay to 'Etawa, and from tlrence to ■* Cudjwa, whem 
r ei okhfere had arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou-, 
fand horfe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved fiom the hope 
of benefiting themfelves by a revolution. ' i ' ; 

r. 

The two camps being thus near, on the 29th of Showal, early 
in tire morning, Syed Abdoolla Khan and others advanced to re- 
connoitre the enemy’s pofition. This. brought on a Ikiimifli, and 
> afterwards a cannonade on botli fides, which continued till nightj 
without much execution ; but Khan Dowran, a perfeft ftranger to 

' Meaning the ameer al amra. 

“ Elder brother of the late, and uncle to the prefent emperor. . , . r 

^ A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to the eaftward of Agra 

* A confldcrable town in the didndl of Kori, where Aurvngzebe and Sultan Shujth 
formerly engaged. 
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vraf, was much alarmed at tlie dangers of his new profeflion. He 
thought he fliould do the Rate mod: fervice by faving the prince 
fiom' (as he conceived) inevitable deftiudtion. Accordingly, un- 
known to his officers, about midnight he fled with him in a wo- 
man's covered pallekee, flopping not till he arrived at Agra, from 
whence he difpatched to court accounts of his gallant fervice, and 
zealous caie of the heir-apparent. The officers of his army, in 
the morning, finding their chief had fled, laid afide all thoughts of 
refinance, and each provided for his own fafdty. > Moll' went over 
to the fervice of Ferokhfere, and the remainder returned precipi- 
tately towards Agra. Syed Abdoolla Khan would not allow them 
to be purfued,' and, what has often perplexed my underllanding to 
account for, advifed Feroklifeie to halt fome time in the camp of 
the fugitives, inftead of following his fuccefs with rapidity. The 
news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court into fuch con- 
fufion, that no other plan was at firfi: refolved on, than to wait the 
enemy’s approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one 
engagement, as it was expefled time would not allow of more 
dillant operations. Accordingly, Rajee Jilian was ordered with the 
Imperial artillery to ' Feridabad, where ground was chofen for the 
general camp, and preparations made for the emperor’s march. 

As foon as it became known that Feiokhfeie had not advanced 
beyond the field of battle, Jebaundar Shaw altered his refolution 
of remaining at Dhely, and began his march towards Agra. On 
his arrival there, the ameer al amra opened the royal treafures, 
wliich had been for ages laid up, difpofing of money, jewels, plate, 
and valuable effcBs, to the amount of two corores of rupees, among 
the troops, who now werefeventy thoufand horfc, and foot without 
number. Moll of them too were veteran foldiers, but little affefled 


• About three co& from the city. 
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to the royal caufe, as they had experienced flights in the days Xii 
peace, and knew this profufe bounty 'to proceed only from the 
neceflity of the times. The Imperial army encamped at firfl: near 
the gardens of Deliera'; but, upon intelligence arriving that 
Ferokhfere had advanced to Eatimadpore, near the river, intending 
to crofs, it was thought advifable tp move along the oppofite bank 
to prevent liim. Both armies remained a week thus, in fight of 
each others and people of judgment decided, in their own minds, 
that viflory would be' to that prince who fliould firfi: crofs and 
attack his rival. ' ’ 

‘ On the night of the 13th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received a 
that the Syeds bad, by a countermarch of twenty miles, gained the 
ford of Gaow Ghauf, and crofled the river with their advanced 
coips and all the artillery; alfo that Ferokhfere, with his whole 
army. Intended to follow the next d.iy. I was piefent when this 
news was bi ought to the ameer al amra, who, on hearing it, was 
viflbly affeiled and alarmed, as were all the nobility then pieftnt in 
his train. Orders of march were iflued for the next morning, to 
meet the enemy, whofe camp was; by the late mailceuvre, lemoved 
ten cofs diftant. jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted 
before he had fightof the enemy, enc.tmping on the broken ground 
and hollow ways on the banks of the Jumna. This dilpirited the 
troops, who judged that their generals had chofen a ftrong pofition, 

• more fiom fear of a fudden attack, than pioper caution and judg- 
ment of the ground.. The next morning, however, the Imperial 
anny continued the march to Sccundra, and the day after to Gaow 
Ghaut, where the enemy’s tioops were flill crofling, and Ferokhfere 
had not ns yeticome to 'this fide. The ameer al amra, with a 
number of nobility, advanced in front to reconnoitre the pofition of 
the enemy, as did alfo the emperor, when be arrived with the main 
army. The Syeds, notwithftanding their inferior force, drew Up 
N 2 to 
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to 'receive them, hut the ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan- 
tage of- his prefent fituation, as it was now late in the afternoon, 
and the fail of night, during an aftion, would create much confu- 
lion and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks 
of a rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 

Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
clouds and rain, I went to vifit the ameer al amra, who was jufl: 
come from the emperor’s tents, and prepaiihg to take fome refrefh- 
menti upon which, I afked my difminion, and returned to my 
own tents, intending to deep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed, and the fun (hone very bright. ’A little after mid-day, I 
was alarmed by the drums beating to arms, and a confufed noife, 
when tunning to my door, I faw the ameer al amra mounting his 
elephant with great hafte, and undreffed j upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed liim with all 
polTible fpeed. Upon my arrival, he was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, looking round him. I alked what had cavifed the alarm,- 
when he replied, that the enemy were drawing out their line, feem- 
ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to 
form, the ameer al ami a in front, and upon his light Kokultafli 
Khan. In the center flood the emperor, jehaundar Shaw, attended ' 
hy Rajee Khan, with the royal artillery.' To the left were the 
\roops of BuWVn, Viwd otte The ^ 

enemy’s army advanced flowly till within leach of cannon-fliot, 
v;hen they played upon us with their artillery and rockets, which. - 
weie anfwered with great fury by Rajee Khan. Every one knows 
that, after an engagement is once begun, it is impofTible for a 
fingle perfon to fee more of the operations than thofe on the im- 
mediate fpot of his'own port: how then can I fay, I diflindlly 
viewed eveiy change of two lines govering ground of miles in ex- 
tent ? An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one 
3 of 
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of his battles with Dai a Shekkoli. The emperor obferved at the 
conchifion, that he mull cei tainly have been upon a high moun- 
tain during the eng.igemcnt, which he ha'd feen fo minutely, as he 
himfclf, though commanding the line, and mounted on an elephant, 
did not perceive one-third of the particulars he had deferibed. In 
fhoit, I fliall qiily i elate what I liui;. After .i cannonade of fomc 
time, I faw two bodies fi'omi'thc enemy's line charge our’s, one 
with a red, and 'the other with a green ftandard. Tiie former was 
the coips of Raja Jubbeelch Ram, and the latter of Syed Houfleia 
All Khan. Obferving that our light flank was much expofed, I 
remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatched 
ordeis for Abdul Summud Khan to move with the miftiefs’s troops 
to that quarter. The firfl: body of the enemy chaigcd dircftly on 
Kokultalli Khan, and the other pufliing through the line of our. 
artilleiy, which was delertcd as it approached, attacked the ccntci, 
in which was Jeliaundar Shaw. Our troops fell back upon tlie 
camp, and great confufion took place, as the men, elephants and 
horfes, became entangled among the i opes of tents, cairiages and 
baggage. Numbers fled, but the ameer al amra i emained ' firm, 
and the enemy was kept long at a ftand by his gallantry and fteadi- 
nefs jubut he was ill-fupportcd, though Sjed Houffein All Khan 
fell wounded in the field, and Jubbeelch Ram'was not moie fuc- 
cefsful in his chaige on Kokultalh Khan. I'lt was now about five 
,, o'clock, when affalis were thus doubtful; but juft then Syed 
Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, v.ho 
‘flood with his troops, already alaimcd, ifome diftance in the rear 
of the ameer al amra. They fcaice 'waited to be attacked, but 
broke their line, and iled in confufion on all fides, while the wo-‘ 
men’s elephants, thofe of the jewel office and ticafur)', ran here 
and there, carrying dlfordei along with them. Jch.aundar Shaw 
haftily joined the corps of Kokultafii Khan, and was puifued by 
the enemy, who thus forced hiip between tw'o fires, Ferokhfere 
. ' having 
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having how come -to the alTiftanceof Jubbeeleli Ram, who Iiad re- 
newed the attack in front. Kokultafh Klian was killed after a 
fhort ftruggle, his 'troops dilperfed, and Jehaundar Shaw difap- 
peared from his elephant. This made the tout general, and only 
the ameer al amra kept his gi ound. - When he could hear no tidings 
of the emperor, and if became daik, he retited Ilowly to Shaw 
Gunge, near the city, where he tcm.-tined till -midnight, dilpatching 
jnelTcngers on all fides in fearch of, his fovcrcign, with the hopes, 
if he could be found, of rallying the troops, and m, iking one more 
effort the next day -, but all in vain. Jehaundar Shaw could not be 
founds upon which he thought pioper to provide for his own 
fafety, and marched away towaids Dhcly. Thus, in the Ip.icc of 
a few hours, tvas this government deftroyed, and another poflefied 
jof abfolute authority. The robe of empire graced the auguft per- 
ibn of Fereklifere, who founded the Joyful march of triumph. 

Though I was not in the lervice of any one, and had no enmity 
■to eitlierparty, yet I remained in the field till tlie-ameera! amra had 
xedred, when thinking it heft to provide for my own fafety, I 
entered the city with about a hundred perfons who fought my pro- 
teflion, and retired to one of my own gardens, where I enjoyed 
perfeft repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, I wrote to Syed 
AbdooUaKhan, with whom I was formerly on terms of friendlhip, 
exprefling my defuc of leave to viflt him. and be introduced to the , 
new emperor. He replied to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
paid my compliments to him as he palTcd by ray dwelling the fol- 
lowing day. when he carriedme with liim to his own houfe. The 
emperor Ferokhfere entered the city the next morning, to pray in 
public at the tomb of Akber, on his return from whence I was 
allowed to pay him my relpefls. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched 
towards Dhely the day after, and chofe to take me with him, 
which I did not think proper to decline. As yet, it was not cer- 
tainly 
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tainly known to wlwt quarter Jehanndar Shaw and the ameer al 
amra had fled. Afliid ad DowJah, father to tlie latter, was in the 
command of Dhcly/and li.ad in his. power the eonfined princes. 
It whs apprehended that the ameer alamra would reti eat to Dekkan- 
with his but he not finding that prince, thought proper to 

go to Dhcly. jehaundar Shaw, who had fliavcd his heard andi 
vdiifkeis toqirevent being known, arrived a Ihort time before the 
ameci al atm a, at the palace of Aflud ttd Dowlah. This was foon 
known throughout the city ; upon, which the friends to the family 
of Azeem Oofliawn furrounded the houfe, and demanded the deli- 
very of the royal fugitive into their charge. Aflud ad Dowlah was 
obliged to confine him, to fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue 
of necelfity, he wrote a petition to Felokhfcre, implying, that he 
had itnprifoned Jehaundar in his own houfe, and waited the Imperial 
orders concerning his dilpofal. Irt ictum, firmauns were dilpatched 
applauding his conduftj forgiving all paft offences, and continuing 
him in the vizarut, with Syed Abdoollah Khan as his deputy, to 
whofe care Jehaundar Shaw was for the prefent to be entrufted. 
All thefe gracious affurances fatisfied ACTud ad Dowlah, and had 
fuch an effect on the ameer al amra, his fon, that he thought it 
beft to remain at Dhcly, and wait the e'mperoi’s mercy, which he. 
hoped would fparc his forfeited life and foi tune. 

When Ferokliferc arrived nc,ar Dhcly, he commanded Aflud ad 
Dowlah and his fon to be biought into his prefence. They were 
both received with the honouis due to their high rank; afterwhich, 
the former was allowed to return in iafety to his own houfe, but 
the latter was led to a private tent, _and. after a few quellions had 
been afked him, he was ftiangled, as a punifliment for his crimes, , 
and an example to otheis. Jlis body was afterwards tied with the 
head downwards on an elephant, together with that of Jehaundar 
Shaw, who had been put to death in prifon, and expofed in the 
7 new 
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new empeior’s train, when he made his triumphant entry to the 
palace . after which, both bodies were thrown into theftreet, before 
the great mofque, and remained fome days a fpeflacle to the mob. 
The elfates of the father and fon w'ere confifeated, and their fa- 
mily, "which had filled for above two hundred years the highefl: 
offices of the Hate, was thus in an inftant levelled with the duft, 
and, like that of ' Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitors 
w ere alfo puniflied with death, which imprefTed the fubjeft with 
refpefl: for government, and proved that however, for a time, 
treafons might be attended with fuccefs, at length the prolperity of 
the lioufe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 

Such is the firft beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his 
majefty, which, by divine bleffing, is afeending to the zenith of 
glory and renown. Praife be to God, by whofe favour the con- 
cliifion of my book is aulpieious ' and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defeendants, his friends and followers, 
for evermore ' Amen. 


' Known in Europe by the name of Barmecides, as mentioned in the life of Haroon 
al Rzibeed, in the Hiilory of the Caliphs. 
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PREFACE. 


In the compilation of the following part of my work, I have 
ufed chiefly the authority of Perfian manufcripts, a lift pf which 
is at the end of the volume j and ftom much converfation 
with many ' principal and well informed natives on the fubjeit 
of their hiftory, I can aflert the received authenticity of the 
fafts related. 

For the account of the fituation of the prefent emperor, 
Shaw Aulum, from 1771 to 1779* I owe the chief materials 
to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Polier, whofe long refidence 
and connections at the court of Dhely enabled him to obtain 
the beft information of public and private tranfadlions. 

The Perfic Journal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin- 
cipled and inhuman Rhohilla chief, Gholaum Kaudir, tvas written 
by an eye witnefs on the fcene of their perpetration, and tranf- 
mittcd me by my brother Captain Richard Scott. In this, 
and fuch other materials that would bear It, literality as much as 
VoL. II. _ S poflible 
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poITible has been obfervedj but I will not pretend that the 
following pages are wholly tranflations, fome anecdotes having 
been inferted from oral information, allb a few obforvations on 
charadlers and circumfbnces, of my own, Thefe it is needleis 
to point out, as the variation of idiom will dilHnguiOi them 
from the parts trandated. 



FEROKHSERE. 


V^HEN the new emperor Ferokhferc had repofed a few days A.P 
from his ^tigucs, and order was reftored in the city of Agra, he A. E 
began his march towards Dhely, and (hortly after arrived at Khiz- 
zcrabad, about four miles diftant from that capital. The next 
morning *Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon the ameer al amra came to 
pay their refpcdts, and were honoured with drelTes and other marks 
of the royal favour; after which ‘the former was difmiiTed to his 
own tents, but the latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re- 
mained in the divan with Kliaujch Aflim. In a little time a din- 
ner was brought in from the royal table for the ameer al amra, 
who at ftrft refufrd to eat, fufpcdhng poifon ; but on the khaujeh’s 
offering to partake, his fears fubGdcd, and he agreed to -dine. The 
khaujeh now obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to 
eat in the ^ divan, propofed moving to a * fquare of fkreens in the area 
S 2 before 

* In the Memoirs of Eradut Khan Ailed Afiitd ad Dowlah, alfo one of his 
titles* 

^ Hall of audience, 

« Called in Irdia kanauts. They are made of cotton cloth, fometitnes flow- 
ered, but generally m flripes of red and white or blue and white, about feven feet 
high, and flrengthened with the bamboo cane, fewed m at five or fix feet dif- 
tance, which preveijt their bellying with the wind. The tents of the great 
men arc always furrounded with them, and make a beautiful appearance. The 
royal tents are encircled with Ikrecns nine or ten feet high, which pre always 
plain red, and called ferra perda. 
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before it, ^Yhic^l they did j but the ameer al amra had ho fooner 
entered than the opening was ihut upon him, and Khaujeh Aflim 
remained without. At the iame inftant two hundred armed men 
ruflied into the court and furrounded the iquaic. 

Half an hour had not elapfed, when Abdoollah Khan, ftiperin- 
tendant of the khowaufs, or domeftic fervants, came out from the 
emperor’s apartment, and entering the iLreens, i^^oke as follows 
to the ameer al amra. 

** His majefry commands you to inform him why you ‘con- 
“ fined Kaum Bukhdi in Oekkan, and illufed his friends, contrary 
** to loyalty and relpe^ to the emperor?” The ameer al amra 
unhelitatingly anfwered, 

** I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his fovereign 
“ and mine. Had he commanded me to imprifon my own father, 
“ I fhould have readily comphed.” Abdoollah Khan then with- 
drew, but inftantly returning from the emperor, faid, 

** You were the general and chief minifrer of * Azim Shaw, 

was it adUng loyally to defert him in the field, and feek your 
** own fafety by-flight?” He anfrvered, 

IVfrf/e he was ahVe I kept the fle?(f, 5uf when he was flam, 
*< I dared not to oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of 

equal dignity at the head of our army.” Upon this, Abdoollah 

Khan 

■ T^e prince Raum Buklilh was confined at the fiege of Jinjee, a ftrong 
fortrefs on the coafi of Coromandel, being ftrongly fufpe£led of a deCgn of 
joining the enemy and lefcelling againfi his father AuIumgccr, as related in his 
reign. 

^ fldt Memoirs of Ersdut Khan for this tranfa£Hon. The ameer al amra 
Vas tie principal general of Azim Shaw A>hea defeated by his brother Shaw 
Aoluro. ^ 
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Khan relumed, but coming back loon, faid, ** What were the clr- 
** cumftances,of your conduib to die martyred prince, his majefly^s 
“ father, Azeem Ooflmwn V* 

The ameer al amra .anfwered, ** He behaved inattentively to 
me, and I then attached myfelf to his brother; but in this did 
no more than other nobles, who eac/i embraced the caule of the 
“ prince he beft loved, and from whom ho received die greateft 
** favours.*’ ^ , 

AbdooIIah Khan then faid, ** Why was his majeity’s beloved 
« brother inhumanly murdered in cool blood, many days after die 
battle, when other princes were allowed to live ?” The ameer 
al amra convinced, by this queftion, that no fubmiflions or en- 
treaties could fparc his life, angrily exclaimed, ** If I am to die,. 
“ M me inftantly, nor vex me longer with vain interrogations.’* 

Upon this, Lacheen Beg and other * chelas rufliing upon him, 
threw him on the ground ; and having ftrangled him with a bow- 
ilring, damped upon his bread, and ftabbed him with daggers in 
feveral parts of the* body. When quite cold, the corpfe was drawn* 
out with ropes, and cart: without die court of the divan, as a 
fpedlacle to the populace. His cffe^ls and eftate^, with thofe of liis 
father, were confifeated to the royal ule. 

The day fucceeding this., tragedy Ferokhfere marched from 
Khizzerabad, and nwde his public entry into Dhely with imperial 
^ ' fplendour. 

■ Every prince of Hmdoortan lias a band of altendants dlftingulfhed by this 
appellation. Tlicy are fuppofed to be always ready to devote their hve^ and 
are too often employed in. aflalTinations. Tippoo Saheb lias a battalion of them, 
among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he 
forcibly circumcifed. They arc generally captives taken ^ in infancy, or purchafed 
flaves educated under the eye of the prince. The jeoghlans in the court of 
Connantlnople are of a fimilar defeription. 
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ipicndour. The heads of the late emperor his uncle, jehaundar 
ShaW, and the ameer al amra, were carried on poles in the caval- 
cade; their bodies hanging feet upwards acrols an elephant, as 
marks of his triumph. The aged minifter Afoph ad Dowlah was 
alfo compelled to attend the proceflion, lhabbily drelTcd, in a palan- 
quin, and accompanied by the ladies of Ids femily, as fpedtatore of 
their own dif^ce. They were afterw'ards confined in the palace 
of Khan jehaun. Raja Soobeli Chund, dewan to the late ameer al 
amra, had his tongue cut out, and his property feized. “ Be not 
** felf-fecurc from the retribution of your actions, for every feed 
** fowTi produceth its kind.*’ Many nobles and dependants of the 
late emperor were put to death by the bow-ftring and other punifh- 
tnents. Aiz ad Dicn, fon of Jehaundar Shaw, Ali Tibbar, the fon 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh- 
fere, were deprived of fight by a red hot iron drawn over their 
eyes. Owing to the unjuft flaughtcr and puniftiments infiifled on 
numbers innocent of crimes, perfons of all ranks were feized with 
horror. The dread of death was fo great, that many nobles pre- 
vious to going to court ufed to take leave of their families, and on 
their return home offer prayers and alms, as in thankl^ving for 
efcape from imminent danger. 

Ferokhfere had not long enjoyed the throne, when a jealoufy 
arofe between him and the vizier • Koottub al Moolk, which at laR 
extended to open conrenriew, aod frosBy c>cca£oReB the 
of the empire and ruin of Hindooftan. The vizier, after the viftory 
of Agra, had been difpatched to fettle affiurS .at Dhely, where, 
without confiilting Ferokhfere, he had difpofed of two principal 
offices to his friends ; but the emperor on his arrival wifhed to con- 
fer them on other perfons. Koottub al Moolk upon this, obferved,*- 
that if, in the very commencement of his office, his -advice fhould 

not 

• Syed Abdoollah Khan, appointed vizier with the abo\e tide, on Fcrokhfcrc’s 
acccfilon. It fignifie^ The axis of the ftate, „ ■ 
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not be followed, it Avould deftroy his credit as vizier j while Meer 
Jumlah, Ferokliferc’s private favourite, remarked to him, that how far 
Ibever princes might truft fbrvants with power, yet they ought to 
keep due deference, and not appoint to important ftations without 
orders from the prefence. In fliort, though this difpute ended in 
the vizier's giving -up one of the ofHccs to the emperor’s choice, 
yet it left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 
confofion in affairs, and the confequent difrcputc of the vizier, his 
brother the ‘ameer al amra, and all the fyeds ofBareh, was this; 
Feroklifere had none of the qualities of empire, penetration or con- 
duft. He was of low mind and 'manners, and poffeffed only an 
ill-placed liberality, beftowing extravagant favours on men without 
defert and of low rank. Yet generofity is fucli a quality, that, 
however profufc, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will 
praife it, and it leaves a good name to the poffeffor in this frail world, 
Feroklifere was therefore beloved by the common people ; but, in 
fadt, he had not the leail ability for fovercign command, or even 
the loweft office in a ffate. 

Meer Jumlah, envious and afpiring, but void of capacity, 
fought fuperionty over.all the nobility ; and having fcattered to the 
winds the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon, 
accumulated during a century and half, was meditating the de- 
/iradtron of die Cyeds. He could not (be them the patrons of die 
people and guiders of adminiftration, Koottub al Moolk alfo, being 
much addi^ed to women and luxury, fought for leifurc, and had 
entrufted the reins of his authority to his dexTOn Ruttun Chund, 
who had been purveyor to his famUy ; a man, rigid in his idola- 
trous faith, but incapable of dircdling the affairs of the vizarut, 
the higheft office in the empire. From thefe caufos, contentions 
daily encreafing, eventually xuined the imperial authority of the 
/ . family 

‘‘ Syed Houflein Alec Khan, honoured by this title on Ferokhfere’s fuccefs 
near Agra, 
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family of Timur, which had been eftablifhed four hundred years, 
and the fyeds of Bareh were abufed as traitors to future time. A 
world was deftroyed by thefe enmities, and the empire of Hindoo- 
ftan irrecoverably difordered. 

The emperor and Meer Jumlah, with their partizans, had 
formed a plan for the- reparation of the brothers, which was, to 
difpatch one for the punifhmcnt of* Maharaja Ajeet Sing Rhatoree, 
who, hnce the death of Aulumgeer, had been guilty of rebellion, 
by deftroying the mofques and ercAing idol temples in his zemin- 
dary, and, as yet, with impunity, owing to the wars of Shaw 
Aulum with his brothers, the infurreftions of the llks, and the 
fucceeding broils of the imperial family, from the death of -Shaw 
Aulum tin the prefent time. The ameer al amra, HoufTein Alee 
Khan, accordingly marched with a confiderable armyj and Ajeet 
Sing, feized with dread at his approach, having evacuated the low 
lands, took refuge in the faflnefies of the mountains, with his family 
and effedls. Notwithftanding the hints he received from court to 
oppofe the ameer al amra, he fent ambafladors to beg quarter and 
forgivenefs of his offences. As at this period the fidtion at court 
having raifed the flames of difagreement between the emperor and 
the vizier, were conlpiring to 'imprifbn him, he wrote repeated 
letters to his brother, conjuring him to haften to Dhely. The 
ameer al amra therefore, being fearful of delay, received the fub- 
jjDifljons of Ajeet Sing, ohYiged him to pay a large '’pe/licufh, to 
give a daughter in marriage to Ferokhfere, and fend his fon to court. 
After concluding this treaty, he returned to the capital. 

‘ Koottub 

» The rajas of Rljarore, called alfo Mamar, were of the firil confequsnce in 
Hindooflan; but of late their power has much decreafed, and a great part of 
their territory been wrefled from them by the Mharattas. ' 

^ * An offering of money, made on taking poffefTion of an office or lands 
from government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubmiffion on receiving pardon 
for ffatc offences. 
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Koottub al Moolk being vizier, and his brotlier ameer al amra> ' 
it was difficult to exercife any aft of government, fuch as tlie con- 
ference of honours, lands, or appointment to offices-, witliout their 
approbation, and they wiffied nothing to be done contrary to their 
pleafure. At the fame time, Meer Jumlah, the confidential minifter 
of the emperor, who had publicly lignified that his promife and 
Cgnature were the fame as his own, received applications and 
granted petitions,- in order to obtain popularity ; but Ruttun Chund, 
dewan to the vizier, difpleafed at his interference, refufed obe- 
dience to the royal orders through the favourite ; nor indeed would 
he fonvard any perfon’s bufmefs -witliout 'a prefent for hirafelf and 
his patron. For thefe reafons he was not only hated b 3 i'Ferokhiere 
and Meer Jumlah, but by the people; yet, emboldened by the 
fupport of his mailer, he behaved with great infolence. The bro- 
thers were enraged at Meer Jumlah, who on his part reprefented 
their condufl as dilloyal, to the emperor, who was fo much alarm- 
ed, that he wiflied to fecure tlieir perfons by llratagem, and often 
tried to effedl it, but in vain. His plans were betrayed t6 the 
minillers', and only added enmity to enmity and injury to injury. 

It is faid, that the mother of Ferokhfere acquainted them with the 
defigns of her fon, a's ilie was guarantee to the treaty between 
them, when the brothers had firft embraced his caufe againil 
Jehaundar Shaw. * , 

The ameer al amra, on his return to Dhely, requelled the 
government of Dekkan, intending to leave Daood Khan Punnee as 
his deputy in that country, to receive from him a certam yearly fum, 
and to remain himfelf at court; but the emperor and Meer Jumlah 
wiihed him to depart. This he declmed, fearful of leaving his 
brother alone among enemies. The difpute on this point grew fo 
high, that the brothers left off attending the court, levied troops, 
and fortified themielves in their palaces; while Ferokhlere held 
councils againil them with Meer Jumlah, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
VoL. II. T ' and 
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nnd Khan Dowraun j but from his irrefolution and cowardice, his 
plans were changed day after day, and nothing was determined. 
Owing to the rumours of thefe diflentions, bufinefs was at a ftand 
in the capital, fo that tlie nccelfaries of life became very dear. 

When much time had pafled in this manner, and mediators 
interfered, the emperor’s mother went to the houfe of Koottub al 
Moolk, and fatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops fliould 
garrifon tlie citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vifited her fon. 
Accordingly, the brothers came to court, afked pardon for their 
offences, and complained of tlie emperor’s fufpicions of their at- 
tachment from the infinuations of intriguing perfons. Taking off 
their fwords, they laid them at his feet, faying, “ If \vq are 
** guilty, here are our heads, and there the inftruments of punifli- 
" mentj but if, from regard to our fervices, our deaths fliould 
be uneafy to the royal mind, difplace and difmifs us from the 
" prefence, that we may gather purity m a pilgrimage to Mecca 
** and the holy tombs of our illuftrious * anceftors. If it is the royal 
will to ufc our fervices, and keep us in the prefence^to Men 
/* to the calumny of the iadUous, and injure and difgrace us, is 
coDtraiy to the pradlice of juft fbvereigns and the rules of pru- 
dence.” At length af^irs were thus adjufted, that Meerjum- 
lah, being promoted to the Ibubadary of Bahai;^ fhould be banifhed 
the prefehee, and the ameer al amra march to I^ekkan. 

Meer Jumlah was difmiflcd to his government in a few days 
after the reconciliation. Nizam al Moolk was recalled from Dek- 
kan, and Daood lOian ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore, 
there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra. 

After 

' ■ The grandfons of Mahummud by his daughter Fatima, the wjfc~of Alee. 
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After dicfe arrangements, the emperor, who was recovered A. i 
from a fevere ‘ illnefs, which had lutherto prevented the celebration 
of his mamage with tlie daughter of Maharaja Ajeet Sing, ilTued 
orders for preparations for that ceremony. The ameer al amn 
condudted the feftivities on the part of the bride, and the mamage 
was performed with a fplendour and magnificence, till then unfecn 
T 2 among 

* It was about this time that the Eaft India Company obtain'd their firmaun 
of free trade from Ferokhfere Th' embafly f nt to him had b*en feme time 
unfuccefsfully employed, ^wing fo the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, when 
an accident occa/ioned a fudden and fortunate /conclusion to the negotiation. 
Ferokhfere was fcized ^ith a diforder which the fkill of his own phyficians 
could not cure, and he was given over by them Reduced to this extremity, 
he was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the emballj, 
who,' by an operation, repored him to health During the operation it was 
reported, that the emperor had died under the furgeon’s hands, and fo great 
was the fury of tlte populace, that they furrounded tlie houfe of the etnbafla* 
dors, threatening to defiroy them. They were only to be appeafed by Ferokhfere’s 
ftiewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and alTurmg them that 
he had received ncw‘ life from the (kill of Mr. Hamilton Upon this the 
Eoglilh became as much venerated, as they had been before defpifcd Ferokiv 
fere conferred great marks of diAinfiton on Mr. Hamilion, and promifed to 
grant any favour he chofe to afk. Mr. Hamilton, inPead of recjuefting rewards 
for hitnfelf, befought the grant of the Company s rcquifitions, which were m- 
flanily complied with, and the fees of ofitcc remitted Upon the return of the 
embafly, the emperor ^vas very urgent with Mr. Hamilton to remain in his 
fervice, which he decimed for the prefcnt , but promifed to return, when he 
fhould have fettled his affairs at Calcutta. Among the p’^eients made bun by 
Ferokhfere, were models of all his furgical jnffruments of pure gold Mr 
Hamilton, foon after Ins return to Bengal, died of a putrid fever , and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of this cient from the governor and 
council, fent ^n officer of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from the 
native®, whofe folemn leflimony and tliat of the Europeans were taken to the 
emperor 1 had this anecdote from Mr Haftings, who tells me, that at his 
ftrft arrival m India there were living witneflcs of the circumftances of ir, and 
Mr Hamilton's monument was to be fecn in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
upon which the account of th-m was engraved In a Life of Fcroklifere, the 
circumflance of his recovery by a Euiopcan furgeon is. mentionec* , alfo the de- 
lay of his mamage from lUnefs The Company owe fomething to the memo- 
ry of a man who fo nobly preferred their intcrcft to lus own advantage. 
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among the princes of Hindooftan. Many pompons inilgnia were 
added to the rQ)’al train upon this occafion. The illuminations 
rivalled the planets, and feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the 
ftars. High and low fliared the feftivity, and joy thrilled through 
the veins of all. The emperor came to the palace of the ameer al 
amra, where the ceremony was performed ; after which, he car- 
ried the princefs in the higheft fplendour of imperial pomp to the 
citadel, amid the refoundings of mufical inllruments and acclama- 
tions of tlie populace. 

' » ^ 

The ameer al amra, having aflured Ferokhfere, that in cale of 
any breach of the royal promife, or deligns againll his brother 
Koottub al Moolkx he would return to Dhcly in twenty days, 
began his march totvards Dekkan. The emperor however had 
recalled Daood Khan, the chief of an Afgbaun tribe of tried valour,, 
and poflefling great influence and friendlhxp with the Mharattas, ’ 
from the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanporc, appar- ' 
ently as deputy to the ameer al amra, but with fecrct orders to 
oppofe and cut ^him off. Daood Khan, on his arrisal at Boprahan- 
pore, began to aft as if indepeodant 5 upon which the ameer al 
amra fent a meflage to him, that as the government of all Dekkan. 
had been conferred upon him, it was necelTary he fhould not draw 
his foot from the circle of obedience, but come to meet him fub- 
miffively, or retire to Dhcly. Daood Khan,^ dilregarding this, 
pitched his camp under the walls of the city,iand called to his 
afliftance Neemajec Sindia, a principal Rfliaratta chie^ who had 
been taken into the imperial fervicc by Shaw Aulum, and enjoyed 
the rank of feven thoufand, with fovexal diftrifts in jaghire in the 
vicinity of Aurungabad. 

The ameer al amra, when arrived near Boorahanporc, repeated 
his' admonitions, but in vain, upon which he marched to punilh. 
him 5 and Daood Khan, who regarded himfclf as the hero of his ‘ 

age. 
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age, was prepared ^ to receive him* The* engagement was very- 
bloody on both fides. Daood Khan had given orders to his ele- 
phant driver to carry liim to the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attacking in perlbn; and notvvithftanding his advanced 
line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, vvas driven 
back with great flaughter, he, with many of his chief ofiicers 
mounted on -elephants, made repeated attempts to break through 
tlie foe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al 
amra, feveral of whole principal dependants were killed and 
wounded, and among them.Meer Mufhrilfj the chief officer and 
lavourite of his mafter, who was wounded by an arrow from Daood 
Khan, and thrown from his elephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al amra, whofc army, now fcized with 
a panic, fled on all fides, leaving him with only a few confidential 
attendants. At thisicrifis, a matchlock hall ftmck Daood Khan, 
who fell dead on the feat of his elephant 5 and the day of his prof- 
perity funk into the darknels of deftruflion. !His followers infhintly 
dilperfed, and the ameer al amra (bunded the trumpets of viflory, 
commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragged at the tail of 
an clepliant round the city of Boorahanpore. l^cemajee Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the action had retired to a diftancc with his 
followers, came up to congratulate the victor, and his troops plun- 
dered the fugitives of his late patron. The cffedls, horfcs, and 
elephants of Daood Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who, 
fome time afterwards, fent a few oj the latter to court. 1 

- The following circumftancc is. related. Daood IChan, while 
fbubadar of Guzarat, had married the daughter of a zemindar of 
that province, and ihc was at the time of his death feven months 
gone with child. Determined not to 'furvive her lord, fhe ripped 
open her womb, fo as to'fiivc the life of the infant, and died' 
When the emperor received intelligence of the vidory gained by 
the ameer al amra, he was much afflicted, and faid to Koottub al 

•' Moolk, 
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Moolk, that fo valiant and celebrated a chief, as Daood Khan, had . 
been unjuftly flam 3 when the vizier obferved, that had his brother 
fallen by the hand of the Afghaun, his majefty would hate been of 
a different opinion. 

During this ycar^by the well conducted valour -of Abd al Sum- 
raud Khan> Bimda, chief of the iiks, who had pretended to royalty, 
and committed great depredations in the province of Lahore, was 
taken prifoner, jand received the juft reward of his crimes. He 
%vas • lineally defeended from an adopted fon of Nannuk Shaw, the 
founder of the religion of the liks, in the reign of the emperor 
Baber. Nannuk was the fon of a Hindoo grain merchant of the 
Kuttree tribe, and being a youth of good capacity and plealing 
manners, engaged the notice of lyed HoufTun, a celebrated dirvefti, 
by whofe luftrudlions he made great progrefs in learning, and be-^ 
came an admirer of the fyftems of fpeculativc and contemplative 
divinity of the muftulmaun devotees. Having feledted fome of their 
tenets, he tranflated them into the Punjaubee dialed!, with addi- 
tions of his own, and called the compoCtion Kirrunt, which became 
the guide of his difciples, \vbo at firft formed only’aireh^ous fedt. 
Without laying claim to political confequence. Nannuk left two 
fons, but neither of them afllimed the fupremacy of their order, 
which wp given by eledtion to Angud, one of their father’s fol- 
lowers, who held it thirteen years. ^He, having no fon, was fuc- 
ceeded by a difciple, who prehded over the order twenty two 
years, and though he had ions, he placed Ramdafs, his fon iij law, 
in the diredlion. Ramdaft hved only feven years, and was fucceeded 
by his fon Goorroh Arjun, vihofe fon IBr Govmd inhented his 
dignity. Hir Govind’s eldeft fon dying, he ,was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Hir Roy, who after feventeen years left this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infant >fon Hir ICilhen. He having no ilTue, 

• his 

» This is contradiified by -other srritm, who lay he was of obfeure parentage j 
but the fiks believe this account of Ins defeent, or affciSl to do fo. 
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his uncle Teeghe Bahadur, younger fbn of Hir Govind, was eleded, 
but was put to death as a dangerous heretic in the feventeenth year 
of Aulumgcer’s reign, he having collected his followers, and levied 
contributions from the inhabitants of his neighbourhood, in con- 
jundtion with Hafiz Adam, a muflulmaun devotee, and his votaries. 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his fon Goorroh 
Govind, having colleSed his followers, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time they had never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations ; but he was fbon obliged to fly, and two of his fons, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return', 
ing to his home, he prevailed on ibme Afghauns to condudl him, 
dilguifcd as one of their devotees, through the army flationed at 
Sirhmdi and for the remainder of his hfe kept himfelf retired, 
having loft his faculties in grief for his fons. He ordered his dif- 
ciples to wear blue, and leave tlieir beards and the hair of their 
heads unfhaved, which they do to this day*. He was fucceeded by 
‘Bunda, one of bis followers, who wasalfb called Goorroh Govind, 
This man obtained great power, and while Shaw Aulum was in 
Dekkan againft Kaum Bukhfti, colleded his followers, to revenge 
the death of his prcdeccflbris fons. He committed the greateft 
cruelties on the muflulmauns, in every advantage fhewing no 
quarter to age or fex, and even ripping up women with child. The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfon againft 
him, and he was befieged in the fortrels of Loch Ghur, which 
was taken, but Bunda fbemd mcan^ to efcape, and r.it/e new infnr- 
redtions. 

The 

* The Cks admit pro^c^J^es from any feCt. They profefs deifm. Their cere- 
monlts I am not informed of. They mourn at a birth, and rejokc at death. 
It IS faid, every profelyte is olihged to dnnk the water, in which fome fiks 
have wafhed their feer, mixed s%«h hog’s blood , a horrid abomination to a 
pious mufliilmaun. Hindoo profdytcs dnnk water, in which a few drops of 
a cow’s blood ha%e been mingled. 
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Tlie. death of Shaw Aulum, the difputes of his fons, and the 
unfcttled-ftate of Jehaundar Shaw's government, prevented means 
being taken for the extirpation of the herefy; and Bunda, taking 
advantage of the diftradlion of the times, acquired an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceflion of Fcrokhfere, Iflaum Khan, 
foubadar of Lahore, was fent againtl him, but defeated with great 
daughter 5 upon which Bazeed Khaun, fojedaur of Sirhind, was 
commanded to punifh him, and took the field. He \vas afiaffinated 
in Ills tent, when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, commillioned 
for that purpofe by Bunda, and tlie murderer efcaped unhurt. Abd 
al Summud Khan, governor of Ka(Kmeer> was tiovv promoted to 
the foubadary of Lahore, and fent againft the rebels with, a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in a fortrefs, nhich was blockaded fo efFcdually, as to cut 
off every fupply. The garnfon was reduced to the ncceffity of eat- 
ing cows, horfes, affes, and other animals forbidden by their laws ; 
when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and being 
reduced to the extremity of famine and difcafe, they begged for 
quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a ftandard on the 
plain, commanded them to come out and lay their arms under it, 
which they did. He then divided the meaner fort among his chiefs, 
who cut off their heads, and threw their bodies into a river near 
the fortrefs. The chiefs and perfons of rdnk he put in chains, and 
placed them upon camels and afles, wdth caps of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded with them to Lahore in this manner, to excite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. ' The mother of Bazeed 
Ivhan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the fiks, and diftin- 
guifiied by the title of Tara Sing, upon his being pointed out to her 
in the proceffion, threw down a heavy ftone from the roof of her 
houfe as he paffed, and killed him on the fpot, in revenge for the 
death of her fon. After ibme da^, Bunda and the other captives 
were fent to Dhely ; through which he was carried in an iron cage 
upon an elephant, dreffed in a robe of gold .brocade, and upon his 
. head * 
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head a red turban, embroidered with gold. Behind him a 
foldier with a drawn fabre. Preceding him were borne by perfbns 
mounted on elephants numberleis heads of his difciples on long poles, 
alfo a cat upon a daff, to denote that not an animal belonging to 
him was fpared from daughter. After his elephant came, tied two 
and two upon camels, (even hundred and forty prilbner?, having 
each a hand bound to his neck. Upon their heads were fantafb’c 
caps, and they wore habits of (heep (kins, with the wool outwards. 
The iiks bore the infults of the populace with the greateft firmnels, 
and (teadily refufed the emperor’s 'offers of life if they would em- 
brace the Mahummedan faith. They were put to .death, an hun- 
dred each day, on the enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda 
and his fon, with their remaining friends, were executed without 
the city. They were carried to the place of execution in ridiculous 
procefTion. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who 
was commanded to kill his infant fon j but refuling, the child was 
(lain by the executioner, his heart torn out, and forced into the 
father’s mouth. Bunda was then put to death, by the tearing of 
Ws, dedi with red hot pincers and other tortures, which he bore 
with tlie greateft conftancy ; and had he not inflifled fimilar cruel- 
ties on others, he might be regarded as a martyr to his faith. It 
1 is faid, he made the following reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan,’ 
who hadremonftrated with him on his condu<ft : When the (ins of 
** a people become exceflive, the divine Avenger fends forth among 
“ them a tyrant, like myfelf, to punifli their crimes; but when 
‘1 the meafure of juftice is filled, commits him to the hands of one 
more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his adtions. 
“ What are the cruelties and oppreflions of the wicked, if they 
** (liew not the rod of the Almighty ! ” * . 

VoL.^ II. ' U I Ferokhfere 

“ 'The fiks now poflefs the provinces of Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun, 
with great part of Dhely, and bands of them have more than once made in- 
roads on the navob vjziePs, dommions, but have been as often eaGIy repelled ^ 

by 
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' Ferokhfere liad levied a Cody of twenty thoufaiid horfe, "and 
fettled the 'pay of each man at ‘fifty rupees per anonth, -which had 
now fiiUen in arrear a whole* year. Many of the officers 'having 
from two to nine hundred men, had ferved, in hopes of procuring 
jaghhes, without perfonal pay, during this period, at the end of 
which’orders were ifllied to difmils them. At this crifis, alfb, Meer 
Jumlah arrived at Dhely from hjs government of Bahar, where 
affairs were in the utmoft confufion, owing to his bad xonduft. 
He had kept up a greater force than, he could pay, foi that .the 
foldiers became mutinous, and committed the greateft outrages and 
oppreffions on the inhabitants of the city of Patna, and the diftrifts. 
Meer Jumlah, dreading a revolt as dangerous to his perfonal fafety, 
fled unknown to his followers, and travelling in a covered ' litter 
reached Dhely in fifteen days from* Patna, His hidden arrival gave 
univcrfal credit to reports, which had been prevailing, that Ferokh- 
fere was meditating the imprifonment of the vizier 5 and though he 
was not admitted to the prefence, but received tokens of the royal 
difpleafurc for quitting his government without orders, and wenthim- 
felf to vifit Koottub al Moolk, whofe mediation he begged with the 
humbleft entreaties, his conda<a was interpreted as- deceitful. The 
difcharged cavalry, clamorous for arrears," had furrounded the palaces 
of Mahummud Ameen, paymaftcr, KhanDowraun, deputy to the 
ameer al amra, and Meer Jumlah, which was attributed to the 
intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the 
tumult. Koottub al Moolk being alarmed, collected his dependants 

i > from 

, J i . » L J ' ' 

by the approach of our army. They have a tradition among tliem, from their 
founder Nannuk, that their order and power will be deftroyed by white men 
from the weft; and they regard Europeans as the people dertined to fulfil the 
prophecy, Nannuk is faid alfo to have told the emperor Baber, that his de- 
feendants would fill the throne of Dhely for ten > generations, and no longer. 
If fo, this prophecy may be regarded as nearly verified, Shaw Aulura being the 
tenth in defeent; and it is more than probable, that after him an emperor 
Will ceafe to be acknowledged m Hmdoofian. At prefcni he is merely nominal, 

* Between five and fix pounds fierluig. ^ 
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from the I neighbouring diftriflsj and during five 'or fix days the 
eapital was a Iccne of confiifion> both the mutineers and the forces 
'of the viaier being under arms, watching the motions of cacli other 
day and night. ■ At length Meer Jumlah look refuge with Mahum- 
hiud Amecn Khan, and Ferokhferc, to calm the fufpicions of the 
s-izier, having removed him from his employments, banifticd him 
to Lahore, and fatisfied the foldiery; but tliis, ns there was no fin- 
ccrity between the parties, did not put an end to their jealoufies ; 
fo that the emperor never went to hunt or made a movement, but 
reports arofe'that it was to feize Koottub al Moolk, who was 
always in alarm, and furrounded by troops for liis protedUon. 


' ' In this year died the Navob Afoph ad Dowlah AflTud Khan 
Bahadur, father to the late ameer al amra, in the ninety fourth lunar 
year of-his age. He was defeended from an illuftrious family of 
Tutkomauns. His father fled from the oppreflions of Shaw Abbas 
ofPetfia into Hindooftan, was raifed to lughiank by Jehaungeer, 
and married the daughter of a near xclation to his emprefe Noor 
Jehaun. The name of i Afoph ad Dowlah was Ibrahim. He was 
very early noticed by Shaw Jehaun, .who married him to a daughter 
of his vizier Afoph Jah, brother to the emprefs above mentioned, 
and promoted him to the office of fecond bukhllii, which he held 
till the fifteenth year of Aulumgecr, when he was raifed to the 
rank of four thoufand, and a few years afterwards to tlie office of 
vizier, and higheft order of nobdity, feven thoufand. He was con- 
tinued in employment by Azim Shaw, upon whofe deatli he was 
d^guifhed by Shaw Aulum, appointed * vaquecl muttulluk, and 
his fon made ameer al amra s but on the acceffion of Ferokhferc 
he was difgraced, had hia eftates feized, and his fon was put to 
death. Since that period, he had lived upon a fcanty penfion in 
a fort of confinement, but much refpeaed by all ranks. It is 
U 2 reported. 


A. f 
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“ An officer properly controulmg every department, never created but on great 
emergencies. To Afoph ad Dowlah it was a mere nominal honour. 
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reported, that Ferokhfere, in his bfl illnefs, ient to aflc his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and to requeft his advice how to adl to- 
wards the fyeds. Afoph ad -Dowlah faid, that the emperor had 
been led to do wrong by his unlucky deiliny, and when he had 
ruined his family, he had deftroyed the pillars of the empire of 
Timur; that as he had entrtifted the reins of government , to the 
fyeds, he fliould feek only their fetisfadlion, for diffention could 
only render his affairs worie, and draw down'ruin- upon his own 
headv Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp, 
at the expenfe of the emperor, in a maufolcum, credted by" hi5 
father for the family, ‘ 

I ‘ Ferokhfere, by the advice of his favourites, had appointed 
feveral perfons to offices in Dekkan ; but the ameer al amra, re- 
gardmg them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants ; 
which enraged the emperor, who ,vvas treated alfo with the fame 
difrefpeft by his vizier/at Dhely. The dewan, lUja Ruttun Chund, 
controulcd all the imperial offices, fo as to leave their pofleflors 
only a name.- He farmed out in Icafc the • royal demelhes to his 
own creatures ; and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whole 
peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it in vain to pleafe 
the emperor and his minifters, being diverted of all power, re- 
querted to refign their nominal offices. 

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to regain his authority, recalled 
to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had been dewan to Aulumgeer, 

intending 

■ Xell this expreflion fliouW be inifunderflood, it is fignificd, that the pro- 
perty of the foil 15 all in the emperor, and the landholders are removcable at 
plcafurc , but they were fuffered to be hereditary', 'unlefs in cafes of treafon, 
relellion, or defalcation of revenue^ except m thofe di(in£ls above named demefnes, 
which were referved for the pnvzte fupport of the ropl houfehold, and were 
farmed to renters annually, Or m Icafc. 
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intendlngUo reflore him to his former office, but this nobleman, 
fearful of offehdmg the powerful vizier, at firfl declined the offer, 
nor did Xooftub al Moolk, who had fcxpenenced his abilities, u ifli 
for fuch a rival He was, however, at lengffi pe-ruaded by Akh- 
laafs Khan, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarnng interefls, 
to confent to the appointment, on a^promife that Dinaiut OolHIi 
foould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation,' and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund ffiould not interfere m the management of the royal revenue. 
As Koottub al Moolk, on account of the djfpleafure of Ferokhfere 
and his own fondnefs for pleafure, fat but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to 
clients-, Einaiut Oollah requelled that he would at lead come once a 
day to his office, which he promifed, but foon failed to perform. 

i 

Einaiut Oollah Klun, notwithflanding his reputed abilities, did 
not confult the temper of ffie times, fo very different from thofe 
of the reign of Aulumgeer. He obtained the emperor's orders to 
revive the ‘capitation tax upon mfidcls, which difobhged Raja 
Ruttun Chund and all the Hindoos As many eunuchs, Kafh- 
minans, Hindoos, and perfons of bad charadlers, had procured 
valuable jaghires, fo as to leave no fubfiflence or rewards for the de- 
ferving, he wiffied to confifeate fome and Icflen others, to make 
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants of 
Koottub al Moolk, he was much difpleafed, and all the deputies in 
office hated the flnftnefs of the new dewan. The agreement be- 
tween him and the vizier was foon broken, and changed into mutual 
oppofition A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a confider- 
able balance of revenue to government, ^vas confined for the debt 
by Einaiut Oollah, who refufed to releafe him at the requeft of his 
patron , but the defaulter finding means to make his efcape, took- 

flielter 

» Th rteen rupees per annum for every two thoufand of property poCTcfled by 
the Hindoos. The lame, blind, and very poor, were excufed 
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ihelter In his houre, and Ruttun Chund would not give him up to 
the royal officers. The emperor, enraged at his infolencc, com- 
manded ICoottuh al Moolk to difchargc him from his fervice ; hut 
the vizier Viould not obey.' 

Another great caufe of difagrcemcnt between the emperor and 
Koottub al Moolk was this : Jey Sing had been difpatchcd 

Vi ith a powerful army to reduce Chooramun, chief of the Jauts, 
who had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agra; the rebel, 
after a reliilance of nearly -a year, being reduced to extremity, fent 
an agent to Koottub al Moolk, offering to pay him a confidcrable 
fum of money, a large petbeufh to the royal treafuiy, and to come 
and make his fubmiffions at court, if he would procure his pardon 
and recall the troops of Jey Sing. The vizier, thinking to pro- 
cure a new and ufchil partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhferc, 
much againft his inclination, to accept the offers. The rebel 
accordingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to 'the royal 
prefence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly difpleafed at the efcape of 
Chooramun from his hands, and complained to Ferokhfere of the 
indignity' ihewn him in return for his lervices. Difagrceable Intel-- 
ligence alfo arrived from Dekkan, which canfed frefli diffentions at 
court, and at length involved the empire in confufion. 

When the ameer al amra, after the defeat ofX)aood Khan, had 
proceeded to the capital of Aurungabad, and began to adjuft the 
affairs of his government, he found that Kaundoo Dhearee, whoi 
was effabliffied on the part of'* Raja Sahoo irv the province of 
Khandeffie, had erected a chain of fmall forts on the high road 
• between the port of Surat and the city of Boorahanporc. His Mha- 
rattas, iffuing from thefe Rations, obliged merchants and travellers 
to pay a fourth part of their property; or, in cafe of refiftance, 
plundered them of the whole, and confined their perfons till they 

received 


Chief of the Mharaitas. 
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received a ranfom. , The ameer at amra difpatched one of his chiefs, 
with four tlioufand horfe and as many foot, to cxpell the hlharattas, 
and raze die forts j but Uiis officer lieing drawn into an ambufh by 
Kaundoo Dhearee, who pretended to fly before him, was defeated 
and flain, with many of his troops, and the remainder were 
made prifoners. The, ameer at amra mow fent againft die rebels 
Mohukkum Sing, his dewan, and his own brother Syef ad Dien 
Ali Khan, governor of Boorahanpore, in great force ; upon whidi 
Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, retired to ids 
matter Raja Sahoo in the fortrefs of Sittarra, but his followers con- 
tinued to commit depredadons as ufual, caudoufly -avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable, to bring the Mharattas to a 
decifive a£tion, marched to beCege Sittarra, when he was recalled 
by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diflentions 
at.Dhely, and that the emperdr had font private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and all the perfons of authority .in Dckkan to oppofe and 
diftrefs him. From this caufe, though he whs viflted by Mubariz 
Khan, ibubadar, of Ahmedabad, and other imperial officers, yet 
he never could properly eflablifh his authority imBeejaporc, Hyder- 
abad, or the Camatics. . 

! ... - - J ' 

The emperor Aulumgeer, in a war of tiventy five years,’ had 
reduced the two remaining muQulmaun * monarchies of Dekkan, and 
taken forty fortrefics fi’om the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow 
of Ramrauje, their chief, offered to fiibmit, if.he would allow her 
ten rupees in .each hundred from the colledtions of the country, as 
original proprietor of' the foil. The emperor, how'ever, either 
difdaining to make terms with infidels, or from avarice,, refufed this 
offer! Shaw Aulum, his fiicccflbr, entered into negotiations for a 
treaty with Tara Bhay and Raja Sahoo j but; owing to difagree- 
ments between the two latter concerning the diviCon of the allow- 
ance, it 'Was never finally adjufled; and upon his return from 

Dekkan 


• Ecejaporc and Golconda, 
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Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choutc, or fourtlj part of the 
revenues, \%hich the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blood and his own 
fliould be excepted from this tribute i alfo, that his own agent, 
Heerainun, fliould fuperintend their colledions, and that they thould 
not plunder or moleft caravans. Thus affairs were tolerably con- 
duced during his government, and, athrfl, in that of his fucccflbr 
Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year and five months'; but 
in the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 

The ameer al amra, finding the. emperor leagued with the 
enemy, and Ins brother die vizier oppofed at Dhely, thought it 
moft prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his intereft. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of die allowance of dccfmukkee, or ten ' 
rupees in every hundred. It was fettled, iliat Biflionaut and 
Chimnajee fhould rcfidc as agents of Raja Salioo, with a rcfpcCable 
force, at Aurungabad, to receive die choute, and that they fliould 
cftabhfh colleCors in the diftnCs over the deefmukkee. Thus, for 
a time, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had 
vexed Dekkan for a long feries of years, fubfided, and the people 
began to tafte repofe ; but the governors of diftnCs and farmers of 
revenue were more diflrefled than ever, as they had now three col- 
leCors, one from the prefence, one for the choutc, and a third 
for the deefmukkee. Ferokhfcrc was highly enraged at the ameer 
al amra for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage to refufe 
his aflent, or ability to counteraC the ufurpations of his minifler, 
who direCed die affairs of Dekkan as he pleafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, and paying no attention to the. royal ap- 
pointments, unlefs he was alTurcd of tlic fidelity of the perfons to 
himfelf. 


About 
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About this time Feroklifere "had conferred the government of 
Booraiianpore, as deputy to the ameer al amra, upon Jaun Niflar 
Khan, an old nobleman of refpeaed charafter, and related by 
adoption to the minifters, in hopes that he would hearken to his 
advice, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaun 
NilTar Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his common at- 
tendants, not chufing to raife troops, left tlie appearance of them 
fliould excite jealoufy in the ameer al amra, efpecially as Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Malwa, 
a province bordering on Dekkan, at the fame time he received his 
commlflion, Reports had already fpread at Aurungabad, that the 
motive for the march of thefe nobles was the deftrudlion of the 
ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic train of one into 
eight thoufand horfe, as an advanced body to an army under the 
latter of fixty thoufand men. The ameer al amra, however, was 
foon better informed, by the receipt of letters from Jaun Nifiar 
Khan, who requefted an efcort of troops to bring him to his pre- 
fence, his fmall train being infufficient to protedl him againft a 
banditti of Mharattas, who infefted the high road, under Sunta, 
a chief, independant of Raja Sahoo. The ameer al amra complied 
with his requeft ,' and upon his arrival at Aurungabad treated him 
with great refpefl, but delayed fending him to Boorahanpore, not 
chufing to truft a frontier ftation to one fent by the emperor. 

This year was alfo diftinguithed by the rapid and extraordinary 
exaltation of Mahummud Moraud. This man, by birth a Ka(h- 
mirian, and native of the fame place as * Sahebeh NilTwaun, mother 
to Ferokhfere, was by her introduced to the emperor, whom he 
perfuaded that he could cafily effeft _^the deftrudlion of the iyeds, 
without coming to open war, or caufing confufion in the ftate. 
Feroklifere, gratified by his fiattcries, fuddenly promoted him to the 
W rank 


* jfngliee. Chief of women. 
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rank of feven thoufand, with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
• Rukkun ad Dowlah. He daily conferred upon him the moft ex- 
travagant prefents of jewels and money j allb the rich bedftead, 
fumptuoufly adorned with precious ftones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, it was fuppofed the emperor was a partner in'his vice. By his 
counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern- 
ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbullund Khan from that of Patna, 
with great promifes of favour, to join their influence in the deftruc- 
tion of the fyeds. AjeecSing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to 
the emperor, was alfo invited to court for the fame purpofe ; but 
immediately upon his arrival, feeing the irrefolution and varying 
councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafeft to attach himlelf to 
the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expeded 
the vizarut and ameer al amrafhip, being told by the emperor 
that he intended the former office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refolved 
to run no rifquc merely to ferve the favourite, under whom they 
cfteemed it a difgrace to rank. Upon this, the diftrift of Moraud- 
abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with' additional 
lands created into a foubalidary, was conferred on Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
Many others of the principal nobility were alfo invited to accomplifh 
the ruin of the minifters ; but all, finding that it was only to ag- 
grandize a worthlefs minion, refilled compliance. During thefe 
cabals, the eeed al fitter occurred, when tlie emperor as ufual 
went in ftate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of 
worlhip without the city j and it was rumoured, that on tliis day 
the vizier would be taken prifoner or aflaffinated. Koottub al 
Moolk attended, but no attempt was made againft him. Jealou- 
fies and apprehenfions had now arifen to fuch a height, that he 
no longer thought himfclf fafe without his brother, and accord- 
ingly 

• Pillar of the flate. 

* FelUval on concluCon of the great fart of Ramazan, 
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ingly wrote Iiim to haften to Dhely for their mutual fecurity, 
as the moll powerful vallals of the empire were colle<fted in the 
capital, and Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their 
deftru<ftion. t 

The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his 
brother, refolved to march to his aflillance, and by a decifive blow 
to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in order 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with 'great pomp and ceremony 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moierf ad Dien, faid to be a 
fon of * Sultan Akber, and had requelled leave to come to court, 
as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 
was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the vizier j who, "in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother, 
took a frelh oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of regard and 
attachment ; but there was no fincerity on either fide. i Akhlaafs 
Khan was difpatched to afiure the afneer al amra of the emperor’s 
regard, and prevail upon him to remain in Dekkan. Koottub al 
Moolk employed himfclf in 'attaching to his interell, or at leaft 
to Hand neuter, the few confequential nobility, who had not joined 
his party, and he fucceeded. . Nizam al Moolk was promifed the 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund ICban that of Cabul. Ma- 
hummud Amecn Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn over ; 
fo that Ferokhfere had now noyierfon of real confeguence or abili^ 
attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing, He advifed the emperor 
to take the field, and trull his caule to the affeftion of his troops, 
who would be animated to their duty by feeing their fovercign at 
their head, and defert the minifter, but in vain. Ferokhlere, 
cowardly, and infatuated,' would not quit the walls of his palace, 
where he continued ^ at one time laying fchemes for the alTallina- 
W 2 tion 
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tion of the brothers, and at another, on their difeovery, making 
abjeft fubminions, and imploring forgivenefs ; ever)’ cfTort at 
freedom concluding in greater reilri^ions upon his authority, and 
hazard to hvs perfon. 

H, 1J31. 'The ameer al amra having placed his own garrifons in fuch 

D.J718. fortrefles of Dekkan as he chofc to retain, and given up the re- 
mainder to the Mharattas, as the price of tJjcir fricndrtiip, began 
his march, with an army of above thirty thoufand horfe, ten 
thoufand of whom were Mharattas. Near the fort of ‘ Mando, 
he was. met by Akhlaafs Khan, who had been fent from Dhcly 
by the emperor to aflurc him of his regard, and to prevail on him 
to return to Dekkan j but tliis agent was fccretly a fpy of the 
vizier’s. Inftcad of performing the royal commiHion, he repre- 
fented the reconciliation of Fcrokhfcrc as pretended, magnified 
the dangerous influence of Rukkun ad Dowlah, and fet forth the 
danger the vizier was in from To many of the principal nobility at 
Dhcly with troops, particularly Nizam al Moolk, SirbuUund Khan, 
Mahummud Ameen KJian, and MaJiaraja Jcy Sing, who would 
certainly fupport the emperor, ihould he but confent to wi^draw 
his favour from Rukkun ad Dowlah. The ameer al amra continued 
his march, and upon lus arrival at Oojein received advice, that 
the emperor, alarmed at his approach, had paid a vifit to Kooltub 
al Moolk, honoured him by placing Ills turban upon Ills head, 
and that the moil lacred oaths of friendfliip had been taken be- 
tween them s that on the following day the vizier, with Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, had gone to court, where the proteftations of fidelity 
and favour were renewed; and Fcrokhfcrc had Cgnified in full 
alTembly to Rukkun ad Dowlah and his dependants, that he 
would henceforth exclude all jealoufies of the miniilers from his 
heart. The ameer al amra, on hearing this news, faid in public 

• durbar 

• Once the capital of Malwa, now in ruins. It belongs to the Mharattas. ' 
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durbar with a^ldiid voice, that if the emperor had fincerely no 
enmity againft him, and ihould receive him with real ft.vour, he 
would on his part ^form no plans but of^ loyalty and attachment, 
and would, after feceiving audience and delivering up Iiis royal 
prifoner, return to his government. He was not however fincere 
in his declarations, for it has been heard from tlie mouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately after, he told them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would ruin his family, /hould he 
ever have it in his power, and their only fecurity was in his de- 
thronement. He proceeded on his march, and at the difiance of 
about four days 'from the capital was met by many of the principal 
nobility, and his brother’s dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, who re- 
lated to him exaggerated accpunts of the conduct of Ferokhfere 
and his favourites } which enraged him fo much, that he fhewed 
open contempt to Zuffir Khan and others, who had been fent 
from the emperor to compliment and aflure him of the royal 
favour. At length they encamped clofe to Dhely, near the minaret 
of Ferofe Shaw, and, contrary to the ‘rules of etiquette, com- 
manded his band of mufic to play on his entering his tents, 
faying, that he no longer confidered hirafelf as a fervant of the 
emperor, and would not regard the royal ceremonials. 

Ferokhfere, upon intelligence of fuch a mark of difrefpedt, 
was overwhelmed with dread, and at a lofs how to aft. At one 
time he refolved to exert his authority, and take the feld, to 
punifh the rebel j but his fears foon returned, and he had recourfe 
.to mediation and entreaty, Maharaja Jey Sing now again ad- 
vifed him to leave the palace, and encamp > ' afiuring him, that 
he would inflantly be joined by the imperial fervants, who would 
<4. • double 

‘ Agreeably to the ceremonial, no perfon is allowed, without permiffion, 
to ufe the band or nobut within twenty four miles of the rojal rcGdcnce, 
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double the force of the hrodiers in number, and punifh their 
infolence ; that it was moft probable their own followers would 
defert them, fliould they fee his' majefty refolved, and join the 
imperial ftandard, when the roinifters muft fuhmit to his pleafure, 
or fly, Ferokhfere would not be roufed to adhon. He now de- 
termined to give himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier and ameer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their 
orders, and adt as they dircdted. At length he received a meflage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from 
court, and confer the ofBces immediately about the royal perfon, 
fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the diredhon of the 
halls of audience, and intendancy of the domelHcs, on their de- 
pendants, and admit a guard of their troops into the citadel, he 
and his brother would come and pay their obeifance with readinefs 
and loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, aflured them that he would 
confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and 
receive their vifit on the fellival of the * noroze, which would be- 
gin in a few days. Jey Sing, havbg received the royal orders to 
quit Dhely without delay, retired to his zcmindary of Ambere, un- 
able to aflift his wretched ibvereign. 

.D. 1719. j The unhappy Ferokhfere having coniented to the demands 
of the fyeds, on the eighth of February their troops were admit- 
ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn j when 
Koottub al Moolk with Maharaja Ajeet Sing entered, and poll- 
ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 
treachery. None of the imperial fervants, hut Rukkun ad Dow- 
lah, Imteauz Khan, Roofhun ad Dowlah, and a few“domeftics 

, . and 

• Firft day of the Perfian folar year, which is obferved as a high feflivaJ. 
The emperor is weighed in a fcale againft fomewhat of every fort, from jewels 
and gold to the mofl common necellariss of life, which are diHnbuted to the 
poor. 
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and ’eunuchs, were allowed to remain witli the emperor. The 
ameer al amra, in princely /plendour and parade, attended by 
his army, marched through the city, and entered the palace 
towards evening, lus troops remaining under arms without, to 
prevent diforders in the avenues. He was received with the 
greatefi; diftindlion by the emperor, ^vho Ihed tears, and placed 
his own turban upon his headj conferring upon him alfo, all 
tlie 'jewels he had upon his drefs ; but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refuJed part of tlie gifts, and having up- 
braided his majefty with ingratitude and want of confidence 
in himfelf and his brother, who had been the inftruments of 
his exaltation to the throne, took his leave in an halfy man- 
ner, ncgledting the cuftomary ceremonial of relpedl at his depar- 
ture, and returned to his camp. At the fame 'time the vizier, 
with his followers, left the palace, and the royal guards were 
readmitted to their Nations, 

Ferokhfefe, though thus difrefpedfully treated by his minifters, 
who, it was cafy to perceive, were not now to be controuled, or 
reconciled to his authority by his condefeenfions, took no means 
to protect his perfon. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be contented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refolved 
to firuggle no longer for greater privileges of royalty. Seven days 
pafied after the interview. On the evening of the feventh, he 
lignified his intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow- 
ing morning, but laid afide his defign on the receipt of a meflage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had fixed on the 
next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive prince he had 
brought from Dekkan,' and to receive his audience of difmifiion 
to his government. It has been (aid, the brothers had information 
that Ferokhfere’s wdh to hunt was only a pretence to favour his 

efcape 
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efcape from their hands, and that he had refolved to fly to Ma- 
haraja Jey Singj but this does not appear probable, as he had 
fuffered fo many days to elapfe without attempting to quit the 
palace, which he could have more eafily efleifled in difguife, and 
unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefty. 


On the morning of the fixteenth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja AJeet Sing, ibme confidential de- 
pendants and guards, came to the citadel, and were allowed as 
before to difmifs the royal garrifon, and fupply their polls with their 
own. The ameer al amra then difpatched his troops to occupy the 
avenues to the palace, and about three in the afternoon came in 
great pomp through,the city, canying in his train, upon an ele- 
phant* in a covered *ambarce, the pretended captive prince; but 
he .did not proceed- to the palace, alighting at the pavilion of 
Shaifteh Khan, fome dillancc from it, where he jemained. The 
vizier and AJeet Sing now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain concelfions and appointments for themfelves and 
friends. Koottub al Moolk in angry terms fet forth, that in return 
for the fervices performed by himfelf and his brother, they had 
met with only ill-founded jealoufies, and treacherous attempts upon 
their lives ; of which* the royal orders to Daood Khan and others 
to oppofe them were clear proofs ; that they could not any longer 
fubmit to his authority, unlcfs they had fecurity for their perfonal 
lafety, by all the offices of the palace being committed to the hands 
of their own friends, upon wljich they,muft inlift. Ferokhferc, 
notwithftanding he faw himfelf entirely in the-powerof his enemies, 
defired they would wait till the approaching feftival, when their 
requefts fliould be complied with; which the vizier refufed, and 
Rukkun ad Dowlah attempting to pacify his anger, was ordered in , 
opprobrious terms to quit the ^citadel. This he did in the greateft 
confufion, and was conveyed'to his own houfe in the palanquin of 


* A canopied feat. 
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Imtcauz Klian, not ufing his own, 'through fear of being molefl- 
ed by the troops. Ferokhferc now retreated to the apartments 
of the women, "which he lioped would npt bo violated by the 
rebels. Night was advanced, and day, like the fallen liar of the 
.emperor, funk in darknefs. Tlic gates of the citadel were clofed 
upon his friends. The vizier and Ajeet Sing remained within. 
This night was dreadful to tlie inhabitants of the city. No one 
knew what was palling in the palace, and the troops of the ameer 
al amra, with ten thoufand Mharattas, remained under arms. Early 
in the morning, a rumour tpok place that the vizier had been 
killed by Ajeet Sing, who had refolvcd to proteft the emperor, 
his fon in lawj upon which fcveral noblemen prepared to rife 
againft the ameer al amra. By this time a quarrel had happened 
between feme foldiers of Khan DoWraun and a party of Mharattas, 
and while they were engaged, the train of Mahummud Ameen KJian, 
who was coming to vifit the ameer al amra, appearing, was millaken 
by the Mharattas for an enemy, which ftruck them with a panic, 
and they endeavoured to fly out of the city. The populace at- 
tacked them, and killed about fifteen hundred, with three chieft 
of note. So great was their fright, that numbers quitted their 
horfes, and fought flielter in houfes, where they were plundered. 
Mahummud Ameen Klian repaired to the ameer al amra, and ex- 
culpated himfelf from caufing this diforder. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
Sadaut Khan, his ions, and other nobles, had now drawn out their 
dependants againft the rebels in one quarter of the city, and in 
another, Munnower Azaree had colledlcd five thoufand men for 
the .fame purpofe; Rukkun ad Dowlah and other amras were alfo 
ready with their troops in another part. TJie friends of the ameer 
al amra, alarmed at the rumour of his brother’s death, and the 
flight of the Mharattas, were in a wavering Hate, and ready to 
make their efcape, when their courage was revived by intelligence of 
the vizier’s fafety. This was foon fpread abroad," and the emperor’s 
VoL. II. X ^ fervants 
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fervants were difperled with little bloodfiied or refiftance. It was 
now confirmed that Ferokhlcre ha3 "been taken prifoner ; and the 
• nobut announced to the people froth the walls of the citadel, the 
acceffion of Ruffeh al Diijaut to the throne, which appeafed the 
tumult, and -order was in great meafurc reftored. Many houfes 
however were plundered, and the royal ftables burned, during tlie 
diHurbance. 

It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted Ferokh- 
fere to quit the private apartments, and defigned to leave him in 
pofiefiion of the ^rone, if he would confent to certain rcflndtions ; 
but the emperor would not trufl his perfon from the haram. 
While arguments were cariying on between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without the city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv- 
ed information from his brother, that no time was tb be loft, as 
tlierc was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people. Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome A^hauns 
to force the doors, under the conduft of his brother Nudjum ad 
Dicn, who having effedled it, though bravely refiftcd by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, ^nd Turkilh women-attendants, entered the 
ladies’ apartments. After much fearch, he found the emperor, 
furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other prlncefles, " 
who entreated for his fafety; but, at fuch a time, in vain. He 
was forced from among them in die moft injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of 
the palace. Ruffeh al Dirjaut, the fon of Ruffeh al Kudder 
youngeft fon of Shaw Aulum, was then taken from among the 
confined princes, and feated on the throne, with the tide of ^Abou 
Berkaut Shumfe ad Dien Mahummud. His acceflion was an- 
nounced 

• Band of Muflc. ' 

‘ Son of divine favour, Sim of the itligion of Mahummud. ‘ 
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nounced by the found of the nobut and firing of cannon, and in a 
few houn order and quiet were reftoyed f6 the capital. Excluding 
the reign of Jehaundir Shaw, which by fome is added to that of 
Ferokhfere, he fat on the throne of Hindooftan fix years, four 
months, and a few days, accordmg to lunar computation. 
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Upon the acceffion of the new emperor, who was yet in his 
minority, it was agreed, that.Koottub al Moolk fliould refide in 
the palace; which he filled with his own dependants and relations, 
removing even the eunuchs and other domefiicks for thole of his 
own choice. At the firft public divan a firmaun ^yas jiTued, at 
the requeft ,of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul 
the'capitation tax on unbelievers, and orders were fent to the dif-t 
*ferent provinces confirming the governors and officers in polTcflion 
of their polls. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under Rrift confine- 
ment, his fortune confifeated, and proclamation made for the dif- 
coveiy of his efFe<5ls, as it was fuppofed he had fecreted great 
fums and valuable jewels given him by Ferokhfere among his 
friends. Severe tortures were alfo inflidled upon his perfon, to 
compel a difclofure of his wealth. The jaghires and property of 
all the dependants of the late emperor were feized, excepting thole 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at whofe requell 
they were Ipared, and Ihe was allowed to return 'to her father. 
The ‘walla lhawee munlubdars and cavaliy, many of whom had 
ferved long without pay in hope of obtaining jaghires, and ihofe 
who had an allowance but were greatly in arrears, were dilbanded 
without receiving any part; and orders iffued, that fuch of them 
as chofe it, might enter the fervice of the ameer al amra, at fifty 
rupees per month for each horfeman. Mahummud Ameen Khan 

was 

• A corps railed before FcrokWcte’s acccCion to tl^e empire, by that prince. 
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was appointed fecond, and Muzzuffir Khan third bukhflu. Though 
Nizam al Moolk, regarding the uncertainty of the times, wiflied 
to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept tlie foubahdary of MaUva. 
Sirbullund Khan, who had marched towards Cabul, hut had halted 
about thirty miles from Dhely to watch the turn oficvents, was 
recalled to court, and received a frefli inyeftiture dn his govern- 
ment; after which he proceeded- hjahummud '.Reza was made 
chief cauzee, and Ameer Khan, an old nobleman of Aulumgeer’s 
reign, appointed ‘fuddur al fuddoor; but all the affairs of revenue 
and juftice were in faft only the deputies of Raja Ruttun Chund, 

No alteration was made in. the arrangements of tlie provinces, left 
it fliould occafion difcontent and confufion, of which httle liad yet 
occurred at any diftance from the capital. 

The death of Ferokhfere is related in two different modes, 
both of which fhall be given, leaving the truth or falfehood on their , 
authors, , 

It has been confidently faid by many credible perfons, that the 
brothers, without infbitmg any pcrfonal injury, committed him to 
the care of an Afghaun officer in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh- 
fere one night left his chamber, while his keeper was afleep, in- 
tending to let himfelf down from the battlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and veftband ; but was foon difcovered by the wary 
Afghaun, who forced him with blows from the terrace; which 
difgrace fo affected the unhappy prince, that he beat his head with 
fuch force againft the walls of his ’prifon as to fradlure his ikull, 
and he died immediately, 

Mahummud Album relates the following account, which is 
given in his own words. 

. « The 

■ An office fomewhat fimilar to chief jitfiice. The intendancy of charity lands, 

penfions to the learned and rdigious, \scre alfo under its controul. 
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** The ‘wretched emperor was confined nearly two months in 
a dark chamber, ^en'daring ^^^ious calamities.- A hot non was 
** drawn over, his eyes, but it did not wholly deflroy his light. 
“ Still anxious Tor liberty,, he fent repeated meflages to the fyeds, 
” begging m'ercy^ and reftoration to^his throne; offering to ai5t in 
all affairs agreeably, to their pleafure. Sometimes he flattered 
his keeper, Abdoolla Khan A^haun, promiflng him the greatefl: 
rewards if he would condufk him to Maharaja Jey Sing ; of 
" which the Afghaun informing his employers, they became fear- 
** ful of his efcape, and refolved upon his death. Pcafbn was 
** twice mingled in his victuals without effeift j but being adminif- 
" itered a third time, he was thrown into violent agonies, and 
“ continued long in torture. During his pangs he jnvoked curfes 
** on his murderers, and called on God, whofe name had witnefled 
" the treaty he had made with them, to avenge his caufe by in- 
Rant punifhment. The brothers, upon this, ordered his death 
“ to be haftened with the bow-flxing, but it was with difficulty the 
** executioners could place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
his hands, and they were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo 
that he was put to great pain before he expired. It was re- 
ported, that he was alfb mangled with fabres ; but the author 
** has heard this contradwRcd by the executioners themfelvcs, who 
related the above particulars to him with tears of compundtion. 
“ The evening of the day following, the body was carried for in- 
“ terment to the tomb of ‘ Hoomaioon. The populace attended 
** the proceflion in crowds, curfing the fyeds, "and lamenting 
" Ferokhfere, who was much beloved by the meaner fort for his 
great charities towards them. They infulted the officers who 
conduced the funeral by abufive words, pelting them with Rones 
and filth; nor would any one receive from them the alms 
offered as ufual on Rich occafions. On the third day after the 
burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the terrace on which 
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the corpfe had been wafhed, to rene?^ their mournings, and 
** having fubfenbed to procure * molowees and buy ** victuals, con- 
“ tinued lamenting and praying all mghr till the dawn of morn- 
mg Thus far fays Mahummud Allium. But furely the divme 
vengeance was fliewn m the misfortunes and death of Ferokh- 
fere, for he had mflifted thofe cruelties on others “which he now 
tailed of himfelf. As for the lyeds they Ihortly alfo received re- 
tribution for their ailions. 

The brothers, now pofTefTed of abfolute authority and the im- 
perial treafures, adled as they thought proper. They divided 
money, jewels, elephants, horfes, and rich plate between them, 
and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addidted to women, feized 
feveral ladies of the royal haram for his own ufe. The new 
emperor was but a child, and no more than a pageant, but he 
did not long furvive his exaltation, dymg of a confumption, after 
a nominal reign of four months and a few days , being fucceeded 
by his younger brother Ruffch ad Dowlah. 

f 

RUFFEH 


^ • Profeflbrs of divinity, or teachr’S, ' 

At the fateah, or third day after the interment of a corpfe, the relations 
and friends of the deccafed meet to pray for the repofe ot the foul, when 
vidluals are diftributed to all comers and the poor This ceremony is alfo 
renewed every annnerfary of the death 
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Immediately on the acceffion of Ruffeh ad Dowlah, a re- 
bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of tliis citadel, willing 
to take advantage of the troubles of the Aate, fupported by his 
garrlfon and fome munfubdars of the province, proclaimed as em- 
peror fultan Nekoofeer, fon of Akber, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer, 
hoping that he thould Ipecdily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing, 
and other nobles inimical to the iyeds. The brothers, upon re« 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with Ruffeh ad 
Dowlah from Dhely without delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important aflhlance. He held out the 
citadel for Ibme days, in hopes of fuccour j but, finding that a 
plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him up to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place was given up to the minif- 
ters, who punilhed a few of the officers with death, and remanded 
Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah 
was taken ill, and being paft hopes of recovery, Nudjum Ali 
Khan was difpatched t6 Dhely to bring down one of the confined 
princes to fucceed him. He fixed upon Roofliun Akhter, the fon 
of Jehaun Shaw, fon of Shaw Aulum, eldeft furviving fon of Au- 
rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fince the 
death of his father and acceffion of Jehaundar Shaw. Ruffeh 
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ad Dowlah died before his arrival, after a reign of only tlirec 
months. This event svas kept fccret for fome days in the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the arrival of ‘Roolhun Akhterj when 
the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhcly, where 
it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and prcdeceflor Abou Bcrkaut. 


■ Of brilliant Bar* 
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RoOSHUN Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtchporc on the 
A. D. 1720, eleventh of Zeekaud ; and on the fifteenth of the fame month, 
about eight in the morning, being the feledled fortunate hour, 
added fplendour to the rijrone of Hindooftan by his aufpicious 
accefiion. He took the title of 'Abou Futteh Naffir ad Dien 
Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year. 
Navob Koodfia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being 
a woman of great judgment and good fenfc, did not neglect* a 
regard to the circumfiances of the times, but devoted her attention 
to acquire the confidence of the brothers in all affairs. The de- 
pendants of her late hufband jehaun Shaw would have gone to 
meet her, but fhe forbad them, and commanded that no one 
fliould approach the door of her apartments to prefent offerings, 
being refblved to remove every caufe of jealoufy from the fyeds. 
* Fifteen thoufand rupees per menfem were allotted for the expenfes 
ofher houfehold. The emperor was furrounded by the depend- 
ants of the vizier and ameer al amra/ without whofe affent he did 
not even move from the camp to take the air j and by the infiruc- 
tion of his mother, he ftudied wholly the pleafure of his minifters, 
who conducted the affairs of die empire with abfolute fway. 

As the brothers were not fatisfied \'vith the conduct of Jub- 
beleh Ram Kaggir, governor of Aleabad, who had fhewn them 

difrefpedt, 

• Father of viflory, champion of religion. 

‘ About fifteen hundred pounds ilerling. 
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difre'ipeit, the ameer al amra prepared to march to that quarter, but 
fuJdenly received intelligence of his death, upon which he impru- 
dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not 
been feen by the people bn ‘the point of a fpear. This fpeech 
coming to tlie ears of GhCerdliir, nephew to the deceafed, he re- 
folved not to fubmit to the authority of the lyeds, collefted troops, 
and aflumed independance in his province. Upon this, the ameer 
al amra moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be thrown over the Jumna, and, giving out that he Ihould 
foon follow with the emperor, detached fome troops againll the 
rebel. About this time Mecr Jumlah was appointed fuddur al 
fuddoorj but the jjowers of this office, as 'of every other, were 
controuled by Ruttun Chund j infomuch that he even conftituted 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in tlie provinces. It is faid, 
that one day, taking fome perfons to be introduced as cauzees to 
Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, laughing, obferved, tliat he ap- 
pointed muflulmaun divines, though a Hindoo j upon which one 
of his companions wittily remarked, that the raja, having hap- 
pily fettled his temporal concerns, had turned his attention to 
‘fpiritual affairs. 

‘ Gheerdhir, alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al 
amra, fent petitions to court, offering to evacuate the fort of Ale- 
ubad, if the minifters would fend Raja Ruttun Chund to affure 
him of their friendlhip, and appoint him to another government. 
His requeft was complied with, and the foubahdary of Oude was 
conferred upon him, with promotion to a higher rank. This in- 
dulgence was confidered as a proof of weaknefs in the minifters 
by the provincial governors, who now began to relax in their obe- 
dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif- 
fered concerning the divifion of plunder in the chadel of Agra, 
wliich occafioncd miftmft and jcaloufy among their dependants. 
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Nizam alMoolk, who had been appointed foubahdar of Malwa,, 
had by his vigour and abilities teftored that province to a flouriihing; 
fituation; but the reputation he acquired rendered him an objcdt 
of jealoufy to the brothers, who widicd to remove him to another 
quarter, lefs favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan* 
where he had great influence with the Mharattas. They offered 
liim the choice of four other foubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amra wifhed to refide in Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the. affairs of his government of Dekkan j but 
Nizam al Moolk, not wifhing to quit his poftj excufed himfelf^ 
and prepared to refifl the demand by adding to Jiis force. It iS 
faid alfo, that he had the boldnefs to conclude a letter to the vizier 
with this verfe : I am not ungrateful, I can fwear with truth 5 
** I am not like you, I can fwear with truth.” Upon reading this* 
the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently treated him with infult, and jpoke of his 
employer in opprobrious language. 

Nizam al Moolk, upon information of the behaviour of the fyeds> 
refolved to throw off his obedience to their authority, and feek ait 
independant power in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater 
hopes of fuccefsjias Mahummud Ameen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles at court, had affured him they were^ weary of the pride and 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruiil 
them, which would eafily be effefled if they could be feparated* 
and moft probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
amra to that quarter. They fent him alfo a private note front 
the emperor, expreffmg his encouragement of any plan to extricate 
him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al amra, and appoint^ 
‘ing him to the nizamut of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
his march from Malwa, and intelligence of it foon reached the 
A. D. 1720. brothers, who difpatched Djllawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 
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of tlie fuccefs of Abd al.Summud Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, 
againft the rebellious 'Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur- 
refUon in that province. 

• Nizam al Moolk, having crofied the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of * Afere to put him in polTeflion of that very im- 
portant fortrefs, for a large ifum of money; and he was equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citadel of ’Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
He was alfo joined by his relation Eiwuz Khan, foubahdar of Berar, 
a general of reputation, and his whole army. Runna, a Mha- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sahoo, entered 'his > fervice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandard; as 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Dien Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept them; but 
treated her melTcnger rcfpedlfuUy, and gave her an efcort of two 
hundred horfe to conduct her to the army of Dillawer AH Khan ; 
which adtion procured him great credit. The ameer al amra, 
'receiving advice of his rapid progrefs, prepared to march in perfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
peace, and that he fhould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to him, 
as a favour from the emperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tumult having happened in Kafhmeer, between the 
muflulmauns and Hindoos, owing to Ibme religious dilputes, in 
which the greateft cruelties were committed on both fides. 

' o 

_This difagrecable intelligence was quickly followed by fome, 
ftUl more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death of 
Dillawer AH Khan, with little lofs to Nizam al Moolk, who was 
marching rapidly towards Aurangabad. Koottub al Moolk and 

the 
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now in pofleOion of Sindia, a Mharatta chief. 
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Nizam al Moolk, who had been appointed foubahdar of Malwa,, 
had by his vigour and abilities rcftored that province to a flourifliing 
fituationj but the reputation he acquired rendered him an objc( 9 ; 
of jealoufy to the brothers, who wiflied to remove him to another 
quarter, lefs favourable to his intereft than the frontier of Dekkan, 
where he had great influence with the Mharattas. They offered 
him the choice of four other fbubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amni wifhed to refide in Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the. aflairs of his government of Dekkan 5 but 
Nizam al Moolk, not wifljing to quit his port) cxcufed himfelf, 
and prepared to refift the demand by adding to iiis force. It is 
faid alfb, that he had the boldnefs to conclude a letter to the vizier 
with this verfe : “ I am not ungrateful, I can fwear wtli truth ; 
“ I am not like you, I can fwear with truth.’* Upon reading this, 
the fyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently treated him with infult, and Ipoke of his 
employer in opprobrious language. 

Nizam al Moolk, upon information of the behaviour of the lyeds, 
refolved to throw off his obedience to their authority, and feek an 
independant power in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater 
hopes of fuccefs,.as Mahummud Ameen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles at court, had affured him they were^ weary of the pride and 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin 
them, which would eafily be cf^dled if they could be feparated, 
and moft probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
amra to that quarter. They fent him alfo a private note from 
the emperor, expreffing his encouragement of any plan to extricate 
him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al amra, and appoint- 
‘ing him to the nizamut of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
his march from Mahva, and intelligence of it foon reached the 
A.D, 1720, brothers, who difpatched DHlawcr Ali Khan- at the head of a con- 
fiderable army in purfuit. About this time advices were received 
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of tlie fuccefs of Abd al.Summud Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, 
again/t the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur- 
reflion in that province. 

. Nizam al Moolk, having eroded the Nerbudda, prevailed on 
the governor of * Afere to put him in pofleffion of that very im- 
portant fortrefs, for a large fum of money ; and he was equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citadel of iBoorahanpore oni the fame terms. 
He was alfo joined by his relation Eiwuz Khan, foubahdar of Berar, 
a general of reputation, and his whole army. Runna, a Mha- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sahoo, entered J his fervice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his flandardj as 
did alfo Anwer Khan, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Dien Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, . who would not accept them; but 
treated her meflenger refpeilfiilly, and gave her an efcort of two 
hundred horfe to condudl her to the army of DiUawer Ali Khan j 
which aftion procured him great credit. The ameer al amra, 
receiving advice of his rapid progrefs, prepared to march in perfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
peace, and that he ihould yield the ibubahdary of Defckan to him, 
as a favour from the emperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous tumult having happened in Kafhmeer, between the 
muflulmauns and Hindoos, owing to fome religious difputes, in 
Which the greateft cruelties wire committed on botli Cdes. 

This difagreeable intelligence was quickly followed by fome. 
Hill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death of 
DiUawer Ah Khan, with little loft to Nizam al Moolk, who was 
marching rapidly towards Aurungabad. Koottub al Moolk and 

the 

■ Once the capital of the hingaoin of KhandeDie, retiucetl hy Akber. It is 
now in pofleflion of Sindia, a Mbaratta chief. 



aurungzebe's successors; 


the ameer al amra now became irrefoliite, and diftraded in their 
conncils j one time giving out tliat they would both march with the 
emperor to Dekkan ; at another, refolving to offer terms j and them 
again determined on war. The ameer al amra would have taken off 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, whom he fufpeded of treachery, but 
this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday" 
the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful earth- 
quake. It continued at intervals for many days, during which 
numerous buildings were thrown down, and many people killed.' 
It was accompanied with a rumbling noife in the earth, that filled, 
the hearts of men with fear, and the fuperllitious regarded it as' 
the forerunner of downfall to the minifters, who alfo were not 
unaffefted with this belief. ^ 

In the month of Zeekaud it was refolved, that the emperor, 
with.Koottub al Moolk, lliould march to Dhely, and the ameer 
al amra to Dekkanj but this plan was delayed, owing to the 
jcaloufies which the latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu- 
larly Mahummnd Ameen Khan; who, fufpedling treachery, had 
fortified himfelf in his quarters ; but this obftacle was at length 
overcome, and a new treaty of friendfliip concluded. 

The fugitives, to the amount of fomc thoufands, who had 
cfcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer Ali Khan, joined 
themfclves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march- 
ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufand horfe 
to oppofe Nizam al Moolk, Twelve thoufand of this force were 
Mharattas, whom he detached to harafs the enemy’s army, by lay- 
ing wafte the country, and ^cutting off his fupplies. Nizam al 
Moolk, having fent his heavy baggage and women to Afere, be- 
gan his march from Boorahanpore, crofled the PoOrna with great 
expedition, and pitched his camp at Ballapore, where he refolved 
to V"”'*- was now equally fuccefsful as before ; 
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Aulum All Khan was defeated and flain, and his death left the 
nizam without a rival in Dekkan. 

The grief and diforder which the intelligence of this misfortune 
occafioned to the brothers, is hot to be exprefled, elpecially the 
ameer al amra, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan j but he 
was relieved fliortly from his fears for their ^fafety. The governor 
ofUovvlutabad, though he had fuffered great injuries from him, 
had the generofitytto admit them into the fortrefs, where he Ihewed 
them attention and refpeft. News arrived that Mubariz Khan, 
governor of Hyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with feven 
thoufand horfe. , , 

After much deliberation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
fhould remain at-Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan ; accordingly the former, having taken leave, 
•proceeded towards the capital, and the imperial army purfued the 
route to Dekkan. • , 

The ufurpations of the fyeds had long been reg^ded witli dif- 
guft by the nobility, who in general wifhed their deftradtion. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkifh language 
with the emperor, had gained his aflent to the plans ,of Nizam -al 
Moolk, and had refolved if poflible to procure the aflaffination of 
the ameer al amra. . He communicated his intentions to ‘ Saaudut 
Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. It was agreed 
to call lots who fliould ftrike the blow, and the chance fell upon 
the latter. On the fourth or fifth day’s march from Agra, juft 
as the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
pretending illnefs, took a fudden leave', and communicated the plot 
,to Hyder Koolli Khan, corntnander of ..the royal artillery, who 

agreed 
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agreed to fupport him witli all his force. He had before gained 
over feveral other chiefs to affift in defending the emperor and his 
friends, fhould the followers of the ameer al amra rife to revenge 
his aflaffination. 

The ameer al amra, having conduced the emperor to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to his own quarter in a 
palanquin. He had reached the gate of the 'kullaul bar, when 
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and crying aloud for 
juftice on Mahummud Ameen Khan. The attendants would have 
driven him away, but the ameer al amra commanded them to let 
him approach, which he did, and prefented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
plunged it .into his fide. The ameer al amra ftruck the alTaOin a 
violent blow with his foot, at the fame inllant crying out, " Put 
the emperor to death.” The fliock of his motion overfet the 
palanquin, and he fell dead on the ground. A hundred fwords 
were drawn in an inftant, and the daring alTaflin was cut in pieces ; 
but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready by Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, now approaching, difperfed the attendants, and, 
cutting off the head of the ameer al amra, carried it to the emperor. 

Ghyrut Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolved to revenge 
his death; and colleiling what troops he could in the confufion, 
marched -towards the emperor’s encampment ; but Mahummud 
Ameen IChan, Saaudut Khan, and other nobles, had placed Ma- 
hummud Shaw upon an ^elephant at the head of their forces, and 
drawn out the royal artillery. A linart fkirmifh however enfued, 
in which Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer 
al amra fell into confufion, . and were foon dilperfed. His tents 
were given upi to the plunder of the camp followers, who in an 
* ^ ' inftant 

‘ An endofurc of network round the royal tents. 



^MAHUMMUD SHAW. 

jnflant levelled them with the ground,* fet them on fire, and felzed 
upon the riches they contained. 

After this vi<ftory, Hyder Koolli Khan fent offers of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohukkum Sing, dewan to the ameer al amra, 
which he accepted. Ruttun Chund had the fame from Mahum- 
mud Amcen Khan; but fearful for his life, he wrote a note to 
inform Koottub al Moolk of what had happened, and then trying 
to make his efcape, was felzed by the populace, who hated liim 
for his pride and cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several other dependants alfb fuffered, and many joined the em- 
peror’s party On aflurances of proteftion.. Mahummud Ameen 
Khan was now appointed vizier, with the title of ‘ Eatimaud ad 
Dowlah; and Khan Dowraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
” Sumfam ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad- 
vanced to honours and lugh ftatbns j and all who had affified in 
the defence of the emperor were rewarded by the royal favour. 
Eatimaud ad Dowlah fent off the bodies of the ameer al amra, 
Ghyrut Khan, and others, his relations flain in the ildrmiih, in 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at AJmere in the tomb of their 
anceftors. How forcible do the words of the poet appear, when 
We reflect upon the above events ! " This world, my fon, is not 
** eternal, therefore expedt not conftancy from its fmiles ,• even the 

power of Solomon palTed away. Happy is he wlio leaves behind 
** him tlie reputation of juftice and mercy.” Thefe qualities were 
fully poflefled by the ameer al amra. His conduft to Ferokhlere 
and his favourites, was from the necelfity of felf-prefervation ; and 
who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofs 
who feek to defiroy them? We have never heard of any fiatef- 
man willingly refigning them, even among the chofen of God and 
VoL. II. Z * the 
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the prophets. Hotv coaid fuck eminent perfonages as Koattoh a! 
Moolk and the ameer al amra, fubmtt their lives and honours to 
Ferokhfere, after the important fervices they had yielded him, to 
raife.the conrequence of fuch nxetched iavourites as Meer Jumlali 
and’Rukkun ad Dosvlah, avho were infamous for their vices ? 

Koottub al Moolk avas arrived within forty cofs of Dhely when 
a camel courier brought him intelligence of liis brotlicr’s afiafTm- 
ation, in a confufed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
drowned in fonow, and life to him now appeared irkfome. Seeing, 
however, no remedy but patience, he refolvcd to proceed to Dhely 
without delay. Some of his friends advifed him to march imme- 
diately againft the emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and 
not joined by the troops of the ameer al amta ; bat he refufed this 
counfel, thinking it hazardous to oppofe Mahummud Shaw, unlefi 
fupported by a rival from the defeendants of 'Timur. He thought 
it moft prudent to return to the capital, fet another prince on the 
throne, fhengthen his intcrell by making friends among the old 
■nobles reGdent in the city, and coUedling more troops. He accord- 
ingly proceeded by forced marches, but in fuch diforder, that tlie 
villagers and banditti plundered liis baggage, and fuch perfons as 
could not keep up with his main body. One day% the officer who 
guarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces witli his cfcort, and 
a coafiderablc caravan bringing fupplics was plundered in a village, 
only three miles from his army. The farmers turned out the 
managers of the fyeds’ jaghlres, and polTeired themfelves of their 
rents and effedb. ^Koottub al Afoolk had fent an exprefs to his 
brother Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, governor of Dhely, com- 
manding him to place one of the confined princes on the throne, 
and endeavour to preferve quiet in the city by contradidting the 
report of 4e affaffination, mid to* levy troops. Nudjum ad Dien, 
upon receipt of the ordcr/^gave out that Eatimaud ad Dovvlah vv'as 
killed, and fent a force to funbund his houfe, and keep his fiimily 
« prifoners > 
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priTonersj but they found it well guarded by trully dependants,^ 
who would iiot fubmit to injuiy. Notvvithftanding ids ^fflidlion, 
Nudjum. ad. Dien made the ufual proceffion on. the * eed of facrifice, 
and upon his return from at, lent to offer the throne to the Tons of 
Jehaundar Shaw, but neither would accept it. He did the fame to 
fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it; when the offer was embraced 
by fultan Ibrahim, {bn of Ruffeh al Kudder, and grandfon of Shaw 
Aulum. 

. I i 

On, the eleventh of Zeehudje, fultan Ibrahim afcended the A. 
throne \yith the ufual ceremonies. He was vifited on the fecond 
day after by Koottub al Moolk, who prevailed on the nobihty at 
the capital to accept offices under him, and advanced them large 
fums of money to levy troops. He entertained every perfon who 
could bring a horfe and arms, at ^ eighty rupees per month, with- 
out diftindhon of good or bad, which however occalioned much 
dil^fr to his veterans and thofc who W’erc well mounted. In a few 
days he had a promifcuous- army of eighty thoufand-horfe, hut the 
greater part dl provided; and it is faid, he advanced, more than a 
'corore of rupees on this occalion. Many of the nobles of Ferokh- 
fere’s reign were employed, and among them Rukkun ad Dowlah. 
They received his money, and defcrted him almofli. immediately. 

On the feventeenth of the month Koottub al Moolk accompanied 
fultan Ibrahim, in as great pomp as the fliortnefr of preparation 
would allow, from Dhely, and pitched his camp near die ^ Eedgaeh 
not far from the city. Here he was joined by Gholaum. Ah IChan 
and two other chiefs, who had efcaped from the emperor’s camp.. 

As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 
Z 2 . ' I . capital 
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capital by tlie way of jRaajepootana, Koottub al Moobc made his 
third day’s halt at the tomb of Koottub ad Dicn ; but having intel- 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route, he moved to Feridabad. 
He was joined daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, feveral 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars^ alfo by many dependants 
of his deceafed brother, who deferted Mahummud Shaw after hav- 
ing received fums of money in advance and other favours, Choor- 
amun, raja of the Jams, came to offer his 'fervices, and prefented 
three elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered .from 
A.D. 1721. the imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirrim, Mahummud Shaw 
marched from Shawpore, where he had waited feveral days in 
hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja Jey 
Sing, but they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four 
(houfand horfe j and Mahummud Khan Bungufl), with other Rohilla 
chiefs and their dependants, joined the royal army. 

On the ninth and tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not come to adtion, though feveral ikirmiHies happened 
between detached parties, and Chooramun attempted, but in vain, 
to capture the royal magazine and the bullocks of the artillery then 
grazing near the camp, Hyder KoollL Khan, '‘meer atufh, com- 
manded Mahummud Shaw’s advanced line, Saaudut Khan and 
Mahummud Khan Bungufli the right, and Sumlam ad Dowlah the 
left wing. .Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poll with the emperor in the 
center. Meer Jumlah was cntnifted with the baggage of the army, 
and Aflud Ali Khan protedled the haram. The artillery was Ra- 
tioned in the front of the army, and behind it the war elephants" 
in Rrong armour, with mafly chains to-wield with their trunks. 

‘ Koottub al Moolk, having marched from HoUtTunpore, pitched 
his camp within three cols of the imperial army; and on the 
twelfth formed his order of battle, but in much confiihon, owing- 
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to'the irregulaf difpofitions of the fyeds of Barreh, all eager for pre- 
eminence. . At length Nudjum ad Dien All Khan took the com- 
mand of- the advanced line, Koottub al Moolk with fultan Ibrahim 
took poll in the center, but there was no regular commanders of 
the wings. The night of the thirteenth was pafled under arms ; 
and in the morning, Malinmmud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Ruttun Chund to be ftruck.off and thrown under his ele- 
phant. as a lucky omen, advanced to give battle. A cannonade 
was kept up the whole day, when towards evening the advanced 
line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialiils took poflellion 
of their ground, but did not pufli this advantage farther. Koottub 
al Moolk at funfet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repofe. 
Both armies remained under arms, and the imperial artilleiy con- 
tinued firing air night ; which fo incommoded the enemy, that 
many chiefs with their followers fled, and in the morning not more 
than feventeen out of an hundred thoufand horfe remained with 
Koottub al Moolk. He however was yet undaunted, and at day- 
light charged the imperialifls. A bloody and long confliiflr enfued, 
in which the fortune of Mahummnd Shaw prevailed. Koottub al 
Moolk, deferted by all but a few pcrfonal attendants, difmounted 
from his elephant and fought bravely on foot j when he was taken 
ptifoner with his brother Nudjum ad Dien, and carried to the em- 
peror. The vicilory was now complete, and the baggage of the 
^ vanquiflied fell into the hands of the conquerors. Sulttn Ibrahim, 

' who had fled from the field, was taken, and remanded to confine- 
ment. The news of the vifloiy reached Dhelyun the evening” of 
the fourteenth, and occafioned joy or grief, according to the hopes 
and fears of different interefts. The wellwifhers of the emperor 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub al Moolk were overwhelmed with 
forrow. Of the latter, feveral efcaped with their effeifis, and 
others were thrown into prifon by the cutwal of the 'city. His 
women, covering their afflidtions with the veil of patience, would 
not fet their feet without the citadel of modeftyj but Abdoolla 
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Khan Kaufee, who had been left to protect them, extended the 
hand of rapine upon their effefts, and fled with a great booty to 
his own country, rendering Iiis name odious and accurfed to pof- 
terity. Gholaum AH Khan, nephew to Koottub al JVToolk, and 
his adopted fon, Nujjabut Ali Khan, put on difguifes, hoping to 
cfcape, but they were flopped, and taken prifoners on the road, 

, . Mahummud Shaw, after this decifive and important vidlory, 
jevvarded the fer\'ices of his nobility and army according to their 
merits, and prepared to march to Dhely, On the nineteenth he 
encamped near the tomb of the holy ‘ Nizam ad Dien, where he 
paid, his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the attendants and 
pilgrims. Here he waited two days for the fortunate inftant to 
make his entry into the capital. Hyder KooUL Khan was pro- 
moted, to the rank of feven thoufand, and entrufled witli the care 
of Koottub aL Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with the * maeh 
maurattib, and title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fecond the 
emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant moft 
fumptuQufly caparifoned, and attended by fevcral others in houfings 
of embroidery and cloth of gold. Several travelling thrones and 
other carriages, richly ornamented with precious ftones, gold, and 
enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of the 
houfehold and thofe of the nobility were all newly clothed, and 
encreafed the fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
horfes, in flirniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were led in* 
the procefilon, which was fplendid beyond all defeription. Money 
was- fcattered in profuGon to the populace, whofe acclamations at 
the refloration of the imperial authority reached the heavens. The 
emperor arrived in the palace about eight o’clock, W'here his 
mother, Koodfia Begum, and the other princefies firft made their‘ 
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offerings, 'n'a^ing round 5iis liead golden balbils filled tvlth jewels, 
and gold’and lUver coins, ‘wliich Were afterwatds diftributed lo the 
pcor. After this ceremony, the nobility and people Were per- 
mitted to prefent the nuzzerS ^ind gifts of congratulation. The 
empire now once more enjoyed perfe<3: peace, and the faireft prof- 
peft appeared of a long and'^glorious reign to Mahummtid ShaW. 

On the lait -day of the month, Abd al Summud Khan came to 
pay Hs relpe^ls at court from his government of Lahore, and waa 
reteived tvnth great favour; alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and ^laja 
Gheerdhir, foubalidar of Oude? at the interceffion of the former of 
whom the religious capitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
fatisfaftion of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom- 
panied by an offering, arrived from Nizam el Moolk, who was con- 
firmed in the government of Dekkan. " A petition, withn large fiim 
of money, was received from MoorfliOd kooUi Khan, navob of Ben- 
gal, who was continued in that ‘foubahdary. Zakariah iChati was 
appointed governor of Kafiimeer. On. the twenty fecond'Of RubM al 
Awul, the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting cVeurfion, 
on which he received intelligence of the dangerous illnefs of Eati* 
maud ad Oowlah. This nobleman died on the twenty ninth, after 
having enjoyed the office of vizier only twenty two days ^ nor was 
he regretted by the people, to whohi he’was oppreffive. Intend- 

to enlarge his palace, he had di^ofleffed feven hundred fami- 
' lies ‘in Ills neighbourhood of their hahitations ; which, however, 
were reftored upon his deCeafe by his fon Kumtnir ad Dien Khan. 

The immenfe wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, froni the 
confilcadons and plunder of tlie lyeds and tlieir dependants, was 
given up by the emperor to his heirs. This contraUifts tlie impu- 
tation of avarice, too_genefally laid againft Mahummud ShaW; for 
at this period the royal treafury Was very low, tlie late minifters 
having fpoiled it of vail fums, and even coined into money the 
golden and filver rails of the hall of audience. It was the general 
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Khan Kaufec, who had been left to protedt them, extended thp 
band pf rapine npon their effedls, and fled with a great booty to 
his own country, rendering his name odious and accurfed to pof- 
terity. Gholaum Ali Khan, nephew to Koottub al jVIoolk, and 
his adopted fon, Nujjabut AU Khan, put on difguiTes, hoping to 
cfcape, but they were flopped, and taken prifoners on the road. 

Mahummud Shaw, after this decifive and important vidlory, 
rewarded the fervices of his nobility and army according to tlieir 
merits, and prepared to march to Dhely. On the nineteenth^ 
encamped near the tomb of the holy * Nizam ad Dien, wh"' 
paid, his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the atte*''^ 
pilgrims. Here he waited two days for the fortup' 
make his entry into the capital. Hyder Koolli K1 t-* 
moted to the rank of feven thoufand, and entrufled 
of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with.\^ 
maurattib, and. title of Bahadur Jung. On the twenty fe 
emperor entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephar. ' 
fumptuoufly caparifoned, and attended by feveral others in ho. 
of embroidery and cloth of gold. Several travelling thrones 
other carriages, richly ornamented with precious ftones, gold, ai 
enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of 
houfehold and thofe of the nobility were all newly clothed, and\|. 
encreafed the fplendour of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
horfes, in furniture let with jewels and enamelled, were led in* 
the procefiion, which was Iplendid beyond all defeription. Money 
was fcattered in profufion to the pdpulace, whofe acclamations at 
the reftoration of the imperial authority reached the heavens. The 
emperor arrived in the palace about eight o’clock, where 
mother, Koodfia Begum, and the other princefles flrfl made f 
' ‘ j offer 
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mood’s apoftlefliip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever. 
He continued in high reputation during his but upon his death, 
his fons quarrelling witli a confidential fervant, he difclofed the 
fcheme of the impofture, andtheherefy in great meafure ceafed. 

. On tlie twenty iecoiid of Rubbi al Saunec, Einaiut Oollah Khan 
was appointed to exercife the fundtions of vizier, but without the 
title ; the emperot wifliing to confer the poit upon Nizam al Moofk, 
who -was detained in Dekkan by fome commotions in that country. 

The inhabitants of Ajmere and Guzarat having fent complaints 
to court of the oppreffive condudt of the deputies of Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former, 
and Muzzuffir AU Khan to the latter province. ^ Ajeet Sing, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took pofleflion of 
the town of Ajmere. Here, having aflembled the chief officers 
of the province, he produced before them the imperial firmaun, 
under the fignature of Maliummud Shaw, conftituting lum foubah- 
. dar of Guzarat and Ajmere during life, winch had been impru- 
dently given him by the emperor’s mother, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to cnfurejiis fidehty, fliould the lyeds have medi- 
tated the depofal of Mahummud Shaw. He difpatchcd a copy of 
this, witli a petition, to the prefcnee, reprcfenting his removal as a 
, breach of the royal promife, and a difgrace, to rcfifl which he 
would hazard his life ; but tliat if his majefty would leave him 
Ajmere, he would willingly rcfign Guzarat, and return to his 
duty. Upon receipt of "the petition,i a council was held, and 
Sumlam ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difordered 
fiats of the imperial finances, advifed that Ajeet Sing fljould ‘be 
indulged with the province of Guzarat, and Ajmere be .entrufied 
to a^ muffulmaun nobleman, as it was nearer the 'Capital, -and^ a 
place of great veneration to the faithful. The emperor and Hyder 
A a - Koolli 
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Koolli Khan were for punilhing the fchel, and Saaudut Khan was 
fummoned from Agra to command an army againfl him. On his 
arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the difagreen^ents 
of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to be under his com- 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor, they went on but flowly. 
In the mean time, intelligence arrived that Muzzufiir All Khan, 
foubahdar of Ajmere, who, unable to proceed to the province 
wdth his fhiall force, had halted till he fhould be joined by Saaudut 
Khan, had been plundered by his troops, long in arrear,. was 
obliged to fly, and had returned the commiflion of his government 
to the prefence. Accounts were alfo received that two of Aject 
Sing’s fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the 
rich city of ‘Namoul had been ravaged by their zemindars. 

Sumfam ad Dowlah now refolved to take upon himfelf the 
corrcftion of Ajeet Sing, and fcnt his advanced tents to be pitched 
without the city, and Hydcr KoolU Khan fworCj to ailift him widi 
all his force 5 but his ardour foon cooled, on refledlion that abfence 
from court might prove hurtful to his intereft with the emperor. 
He advifcd h^diummud Shaw to offer terms to Ajeet Sing, ob- 
ferving, that in the prefent ftate of the army vidlory was doubtful, 
and even fhould the rebel be defeated, -he would retire to the 
mountains, and prolong the war, which would be infupportable 
from the lownefs of the royal treafury. The emperor, dilpleafed at 
this advice, offered the command to Kummir ad Dien Khan, who 
would not accept it, but upon condition of Koottub al Moolk’s 
bring releafed and detached with h*!!!!, which was not complied 
with. Sumfam ad Dowlah, difgufted at*the neglea: of his counfel, 
flaid from court j upon which Mahummud Sha\v made' feme con- 
ceffions, and put himfelf under his guidance. He pacified Ajeet 
Sing by promifes and ' indulgence. The regulation of affairs was 
deferred till the arrival of Nizam al Moolk, whom the emperor 
. « . . . ■ had 
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fiad invited to court to take upon him tire office of vizier, 
ligence was received of an infurredlion of Afghauns in * Pel 
who after an obilinate engagement had defeated and taken p 
Khanehzaud Khan, the ibn of Srrbullund Khan, governor 
province. 

' tn the beginning of this year the emperor was man 
Mallakkeh Zummauneh, daughter of Feroklifcre, and tire n 
were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings. 

- f 

Nizam al Moolk, having fettled the affairs of governm 
Dekkan, obeyed the emperor’s fummons to court, and \v 
veiled with the robes of tlie vizarut. He eamcllly advili 
emperor to dedicate his time to the admlnillration of pub 
fairs j but Mahummud Shaw was too much addidled to plea 
hearken to it. Sumlam ad Dowlali, Kummir ad Dien Khai 
other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous of t 
Huence of the neW vizier, made it then- bulinefs to divert th( 
mind by diffipated amufements; till at length Nizam al 1* 
duelled at the manners of the court, refigned tlie exerafe 
office, under pretence of punilhing Hyder Koolli Khan, wh 
rebelled in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from I 
He left the capital after a lew months Hay, much to the fa 
tion of Mahummud Shaw and his favourites, who regarde 
the decline of the empire, while they were left to the enjoy 
of luxury and indolence m the capital. » ) 

This year, the foubahdary of Agra was conferred upon Mai 
jfey Sing ; who had now the fatisfaftion of reducing the fc 
of Toone, againft which he had Ipent fo much time and n 
in the ‘reign of Ferokhfere. Raja Gheerdhir was appomtei 
vernor of Malwa, and fucceeded in tlie foubahdaiy of Oud 
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Saaudut Khan, <now honoured with the title of * Boorahan' al 
Moolk. - 

« Kizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, .Hyder Koolli 
Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofc him, pretended madnels, 
and retreated with his followers to Dhely, where he remained fome 
time in difgrace j but having rcquellcd to be fent againft Raja 
Ajeet Sing, who Hill refifled the royal authority, he waS takeii 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and difperfed the rebels. Nizam 
al Moolk, after fettling the affiiirs' of Guzarat, left his uncle Hamid 
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 

‘ which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma- 

haraja Jey Sing, to eftablilh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did not remain long. Finding the emperor immerfed 
in pleafure,’ and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent- of 
ai^irs, and incapable of a grateful return to his important fervices, 
he refolved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 
could be independant. He accordingly left the capital afterafhort 
<\,D. 1724. ftay* under pretence of a hunting excurfion, and haflened to his 
province.' The emperor, alarmed at liis hidden departure, dif- 
patched a firmaun .privately to Mubariz Khan, foubahdar ’of 
Hyderabad, commanding him to attack Nizam al Moolk, and 
promifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeded. Mu- ■ 
bariz _Khan obeyed, was defeated, and flain. Nizam al Moolk,. 

, after the victory, fent his head to court, with part of his fpoilj 
and a petition congratulating his m^efiy on the defeat of a rebel. 
From this period the ’imperial authority was only nominal in 
Dekkan; Nizam al Moolk being in faft the fovereign, though 
oflenfibly the viceroy of Mahummud Shaw, who received no tri- 
- bute but the offerings cuftomary at feftivals and other particular 
occafions. The emperor removed him from the governments of 
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Mahva and Guzarat, appointihg- Raja Gheerdhic again 
former, and Sirbullund Khan to the latter province. 

Nizam al Moolk, in order to divert the attention of tb 
arms from chaftizing his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle 
Khan, and the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantoojee, 1 
commotions ir? Guzarat. Hamid Khan accordingly difplac 
imperial officers and the managers of jaghires in the pr 
This freffi revolt occafioned much confulion' at Dhely, ar 
hummud Shaw was fb enraged at the diffentions among his 
ters, none of whom would accept the command of an army 
the rebels, tliat he refolvcd to releafe Koottub al Mooli 
reftore him to the vizarutj but was prevented from doing 
the fudden death of that nobleman, faid to have -been from 
given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal 
towards him^ Upon this event, the emperor offered the p 
of Guzarat to'Sirbullund Khan, ^7ho accepting it was'fupplit 
a 'corore of ^rupees from the royal trcafuiy to raife troof 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Ko( 
Moolk, was releafed from his confinement and detached witi 

. Sirbullund Khan for a time reftored the 'royal autho 
Guzarat ; but tliough the Mharattas were unable to cope wi 
in a general engagement, they annually laid wafie the c 
'which, from their depredations, did not afibrd fufficient i 
to pay the 'royal army ; and Sirbullund Khan, not receivir 
plies from the capital, was in the end obliged to dlfband 
his 'troops, and confent to pay a choiite, or fourth part 
•revenues, to the Mharattas, as the price of peace. Fro 
period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from G 
which by 'degrees fell wholly under the power 'of the Mh 
The ameer al amra Sumfam ad Dowlah procured the ren 
' - " ■ Sir] 
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Sirbullund Khan from his government, under pretence of having 
dlfgraced the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abee 
Sing, the fon of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to fucceed him; 
but, inftead of oppofing, he entered into 'clofer union with the 
Mharattas. Sirbullund IChan, who made feme oppofition' to his 
fucceflbr, was prevented from coming to court, and ordered to 
retire to Agra. 

When Nizam al Moolk faw the depraved policy of the court, 
the weaknefs of minifters, and their ill treatment of Sirbullund 
Khan, his wiflies to excite the Mharattas to fubdue the provmces 
of Hindooftan cncreafed. He perfuaded Bajeeraow, the general 
of Raja Sahoo, to attempt the reduftion of Malwa and Guzarat, 
Accordingly, Bajeeraow and other 'chiefs, with a numerous army, 
having marched againft Raja Ghecrdhir and the deputies of Raja 
Abee Sing Rhatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying wafte many 
diftfifts. Raja Gheerdbic was not deftitute of courage. He oppofed 
Bajeeraow, but, on account of the fmallnefs of his force, applied 
for aids to the court ,* however, notwithftanding frequent petitions 
to the emperor and the ameer al amfa, they had no eShCt ; and 
he dying during the invafion, was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his 
relation, who' continued gallantly to refill the enemy. He wrote 
to court, that while he lived he would prevent the Mharattas from 
purfuing their 'conquclls, but that if he fell, their attacks would 
penetrate the whole empire. Thclc reprefentations had no effedtj 
A. H. 1143- and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in battle, when Mahummud Khan 
A. D. 1730. Bungulh was appointed foubahdar of Main a ; but from the repeat- 
ed incurlions of the Mhkratlas, he had little power, and in the 
A.D. 173a, yeiw 1145 was fuperfeded by Raja Jey Sing Sewa'i. From a fimi- 
larity of religion he fupported Bajeeraow, who, at his interceHion 
with the ameer al amra, was appointed foubahdar of Malwa, an'd-‘ 
that province became in faft under the dominion of the Mharattas. 
Guzarat .fell to them alfo from the neglcft of Abee Sing, and 

‘ much 
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much deraftation occurred in thofe countries, to the great lofs of 
the empire. The correflion of fuch diforder could only proceed 
from the hands of the valiant and the wife j what tlien could be 
done by the bafe and diflionourable i The fubtle fox cannot over- 
come the hon, nor is a wooden fword of fervice in the field of 
battle. Sumfam ad Dowlah had laid the defence of the empire 
and chaftifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch ftrong enemies as Nizam al 
Moolk and BajeCraovv. As fuch fchemes were ill-founded, like 
fireworks upon water, they were of no effedf, and eveiy plan he 
formed, became a caufe of dech'ne to the empire. The minifters 
growing negleaful, the power of the rebellious gained ftrength. 
The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
and diforder more open. At fuch a time, an emperor was wanting 
of refolution and firmnefs, who might have plucked out the weeds 
of rebellion with manly oppofition by tlie roots, and generals, like 
JEJouflein Ali Khan and Zoolfeccar Jung, who would have thrown 
the cord upon the necks of the'obftinate with the hand of valour. 

When the Mharattas lud reduced Malwa and Guzarat, with- 
out oppofition from the court, they afpned to further conquells 
in the imperial territories; and, making daily encroachments, by 
degrees feized upon feveral diftridts of the foubahs of Aleabad and 
Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufli, fou- 
bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the reduftion of the “Bone- 
delas, of whom Raja Chutterlaul was chief, entered that countiy 
with an army, and took feveral places. Chutterlaul, obferving the 
weaknels of the imperial authority, applied for afliftance to the 
Mharattas, promifing them large fums of money and a lhare of his 
territories, as a recompenfe. Mahummud Khan, puffed up by his 
. ealy conguefts, had kept only what force he judged necefiary to 

fecure 

■ InhaTjitants of Buntlclcund, a conCderable territory in the provinces of 
Aleabad and flgra. 
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fecurethem, and difinifl'ed the remainder ; but"as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterlaul furrounded liim fuddenly 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrcfs of Jeytghur, where he 
was clofely blockaded by the enemy. His provifions were foon 
exhaufted, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, ^afles, 
and even dogs. He afkcd aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, at laft, his fon Caim Jung relblved to 'relieve him, and his 
wife fent her * veil among the Afghauns, • to excite them to the 
deliverance of her hufband. ,The Afghauns colledted, and content- 
ing themfelves with fuch pay as the begum of the navob could 
, -afford them, marched under the command of Caim Jung, and 
efcorted Mahummud Khan in lafety from Jeytghur to Alcabad. 

' The imperial minifters, making a pretence of Mahummud Khan’s 
ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdary of Aleabad, and 
appointed in his room Sirbullund Khan, who deputed his fon 
Khanehzad Khan to command, himfelf refiding at 'court, though 
he feldom vifited the emperor, being difgufled with 'ill ufage. *•’' 

^A.D. 1732. ^ In the year 1145, emperor being on a hunting excurfion, 
received intelligence of the Mharattas plundering 'in the neigh- 
bourhood of Agraj upon which he marched* towards them,’ but 
‘after a few days, the enemy retreating, he returned to Dhely. ' 

In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their 
incurfions into the province of Agra, and feized feveral diftrids 
'appropriated to the fupport of the royal houfehold,. the ameer al 
‘amra prevailed on Mahummud Shaw to fend an army againfr them, 
under the command of his brother Muzzuffir Khan. The Mha- 
‘rattas, according to cuftom, would not engage him in 'the field, 
but hovered round, and diflrcflcd him by cutting off provifions. , 

He 

^ » TIii« was to exprefs tJ e difprace that would altmd the tribe, if the honour 

^ of the chjcf was not fupporied by it. i-- 
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He marched as, £ir as' Seronje in tlie province of Mahva, where 
he halted for '.fome months; during which the enemy kept 
him in conflant alarm, by iham attacks, and deftroying his fup- 
pUes. , At length the order of return was ilfued, for wliich he had 
impatiently waited; and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 1147, he 
arrived at court, and was honoured with a taffel of jewels for the 
turban. Upon his reaching Dhely, the objedt of his hopCs, in 
fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers gave thanklgivmgs for the welfare of fuch an exalted 
nobleman. His friends uttered loud praifes of the great condudl: 
Ihewn in the campaign, and fet forth his return in fafety as a 
prodigy. In this year died prince AU Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw. 

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
againft the Mharattas, but returned to court witliout effefling any 
thing of importance. The enemy continued their plunders and 
encroachments every where, with great cruelties. 

Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niflar 
Khan, brother to the vizier's wife, and feized his family and trea- 
fures; upon which Azim OoUah Khan was fent to chaftife him,' 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and' eluded his purfuer, 
who, tired out, returned to Dhely, leaving his army under the' 
command of Kliowauzim Beg Khan. Arraroo, emboldened by 
the navob's retreat, attacked and flew the. deputy ; upon' which the' 
vizier applied for afiiftance to Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, 
foubahdar of Oude, for the redudlion of the rebel. Boorahan al 
Moolk pofTeffed great generofity and valour, and in the year 1148" 
marched againfl Arraroo in his 'Way .to. Dhely. ^Arraroo on his 
• approach refolved to oppofe him ; and having one' day 'intelligence' 
from fpies that Boorahan al Moolk had juft alighted at his tent, 
and Jhat he had on a green veil, and was alfo eafily known from the 
VoL. II. B b whitenefs 
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whitenefs and length of his beard, the rebel ruihed fuddenl/ from 
ambudi v-ith his followers. - Boorahin al Moolk remounted his 
elephant, and drew up his army as well as the fuddennefs of 
attack would allow. He had however changed his'drefs, ‘and 
■wore a white veft^ fo that Arraroo miftaking'forhim Aboo Ter- 
raub Khan, a principal chief, who w'as habited in green, and Iiad 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofc 
to his elephant with Ibmc refolute followers, wounded him mortally 
with a fpear. This occafioned much dilbrder; but Boorahan al 
Moolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, who was pointed out 
to him by Doorjun Sing, a relation of his own, in the navob’s fer- 
vicc. Doorjun Sing alfo engaged Arraroo perlbnally, and after a 
fharp conflift put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
difotder. Boorahan, having offered up thanks to'God for his vic- 
tory, returned to his tents, and fent Arraroo's head to the emperor. 
The Ikin of the body was flayed off, and fent fluffed with ftmw to « 
the vizier. Having remained fome days to regulate the affairs of 
the proyince of Korah, he left the* command to his fon in law 
Suffder Jung, and putfued ids route to court, where he was re- 
ceived with great honours. 

. Soon after thisi Eaudgar Khan, a dependant of the ameer al 
amra, was difpatched with the funnuds of the foubahdarics of 
Guzarat and Malwa to Bajecraow, hoping to effafl his fubmiflion to 
the empire, through 'the' mediation of Raja Jey Singr This year 
died navob Roofhun ad Dowlah Zuffir Khan. 

About this lime the foubahdary of the province of Patna was 
taken from Fukhir ad Dowlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, the navob of Bengal, in -addition to that government, and of 
the province of Orilla. 
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. Slmjah ad Dovviah was a native ofBoorahanpore, and defcended 
from the Turkifh tribe of Afshar in Khorafaun. During Aurung- 
Zcbe's campaigns in Dekkan, he married the daughter of JafEer 
KJian, foubahdar of Bengal, and accompanied his father in law to 
that province ; but, not agreeing with her in difpofition, he refidcd 
moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Oriffi,. of which he was govern- 
or. Shujah ad Dovviah was celebrated for his clemency, juftice, 
and all good qualities. Zebe al JMiOa, begum of Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, from duty to her father and refentment at her.hulband’s attach- 
ment to other 'women, remained with her fon Alla ad Dovviah 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorlliudabad, .which was found- 
ed by her father, ’JafHe'r Khan, and named after his original title 
of Moorlhud Koollee Khan.' , ^ 

' It was during the refidence of Shujah ad Dowlah at Cut- , 
tac," that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards- fo famous as the ufurper of , 
Bengal, entered his fervice. His mother was diftantly related to 
that nobleman. Her hufband Mirza Mahummud was an officer 
in the fervice of the prince Azim Shaw, upon whofe defeat and 
death, being greatly diftrelTed, he was perfuadcd by his wife to 
feek the proteflion of her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad 
Dowlah received him, vvith his two Ions, Hajee Ahmed and Ali- 
verdi, with kindnefs" and favour among his dependants. Aliverdi, 
by his great qualities and important fervices, rofe daily in the 
efteem of his patron j and Hajee Ahmed was alfo much diftinguilh- 
ed. By degrees they became the chief managers of all tlie affairs 
of Shujah ad Dowlah ; who, fond of pleafure, entrufted the* pro- 
vince to their diredlion; nor was his confidence abufed by the 
brothers. 

. I l ' i 

V * 

As Jaffier Khan was much difpleafed at the ^conduit of*hi*s 
fon in law, in his inconftancy to his wife, when he perceived him- 
felf advancing towards his end, he wiftied to be fucceeded in the 
B b 2 govern- 
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'government of the provinces by his grandfbn Alla ad Dowlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time * imperial dcxvan. For tliis purpofe he 
exerted all his influence at the court of Dhely. Shujah adDowlah, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafores 
with the brothers ; and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
.the minifters to his views. He alfb^fecretly difpatched numbers 
of his beft troops, under pretence of diflnilling them his fervice, 
to Moorfhudabad, to form a party in his Jiavour. The rainy fealbn 
.advancing, and marching by land being very’diiHcult,' he took care 
to provide fufficient boats for his army, that he might move on the 
.inftant of ocCafion. 

Accordingly, when advice came that Jafiier Khan could not 
•furvive more than a few days, he began his march, leaving Ma- 
hummud Nukkee, his fon by a concubine, in the diredtion of af-* 

, ‘fairs at Cuttac, When foraewhat advanced, he received the ac- 
counts of the navob’s death, and a little farther on his march, the 
•funnuds, appointing him foubahdar 'of Bengal from Dhely. He 
quickly^arrived by forced marches at Moorfhudabad, 'v/hich he en- 
tered without oppoCtlon, and fearing himfelf on the mufnud, in the 
chehal fettoon, or hall of forty pillars, commanded the royal grants 
to be read, and the officers of Hate to acknowledge him as navob. 
His fbn Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz IChan, finding it in vain to 
frruggle a^inft the emperor’s will and his father’s power, was 
among .the fim to congratulate him upon his acceSion, and con- 
tented to remain in the office* of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
hav'ing thus obtained his unlhcs, 'condudled the affairs of 'govern-' 
ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his brother Hajee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his own dewan, now appointed roy ro^-an,' (who 
was among the Hindoos, truly worthy of confidence and power) 
.and'a few others, particularly Juggutt Sect Futteh Chund, whole 
‘Wealth and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded millions> 

and 


. • Under the grant of this oSce the company now hold Bengal, &c. 
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’and was'never yet equalled by any. In the adminiflratlon ofjuftice 
-jbeaded wholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of 
.no one ; but to the utmoft of his abilities examined every cafe, and 
lillened patiently to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice, 
.without regard to rank, or llation. In the rime of JafHer Khan, 
the zemindars and renters had been oppreffed with fuch grievances, 
as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of 
-.the poet Saadi j •• Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions, 

“ for men will curfe thee, with thofe who invented them.” Shujah 
ad Dowlah upon his acceflion fummoned them before him, and 
demanded how they would behave, if he (hould free them from , 
their troubles. They, who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of Jaffier Khan, fwore Solemnly to be faithful to his peribn, and 
juft in their payments, according to the fettlements of Juggutt 
Sect. Shujah ad DowlaHikhen diftinguifhed them by khelauts arid, 
riivours according to their ranks, 'and difmiffed them with joyful 
hearts to their feveral diftridts. Bengal, which is called the para- 
dife of regions, truly merited tlie appellation during the adminiftra- 
tion of Shujah ad Dowlah j and perfons of all ranks, living in eafe 
and fafety, were, loud in his praifes, repofing under the lhade of his 
prolperity. Not long after his acceflion, the government of the 
province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, the deputation of 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Khan, for whom, on this occalion, 
he procured the rank of five thouiand and title of Mahabut Jung. 
■The favourite acquired new credit in his management of .Bahar, 
the revenues of which had been embezzled and 'kept back by 
rebellious zemindars and military commanders; all of whom he 
either reduced or put to death. 

To preferve the connedlion of hiftoiy, it is proper to return 
to the affairs of the imperial court, before we enter further on 
thofe of Bengal and the navob Mahabut Jung, which ftiall be 
feparately treated of. 


The 
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1149. Mhanittas, notwithftanding the appointment of Bajceraow 

^ 735 ' to the government of Mafwa, and other iavonrs {hewn ^em by the 
emperor, ftdl continuing their invafions, and advancing their armies 
nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra, Khan Dowmun, marched 
at length with a great 'army to the vicinity of Agra, and the vizier, 
Kummir ad Dien Khan, with a powerful force towards Ajmerc j 
but inftead of a( 5 ting on the offenfive, wafted their time in idle ne- 
gotiations for peace in ftanding camps, wliile the enemy plundered 
the country around them. * 

Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, foubahdar of Oude, pof- 
feffed great courage and ability, and \yzs anxious to acquire 
fame, by expelling the Mharattas and redeeming the difgracc 
of the empire. He marched from his capital, attended by 
his fon in law Suffder Jung, to tlgi afiiftance of his friend 
the raja of Buddawer, a diftrift of the province of Agra, who 
was clofely preffed by the ' enemy in his principal fortrefs. 
He could not, however, arrive in time to relieve him. Raow 
Mulhar, a principal chief, after reducing the raja to his terms, 
crofted Jumna, and wafted the countiy without mercy from 
Etawa to Mootee -Baug, clofc to the city of Agra. At length, 
Boorahan al Moolk coming upon him by forced marches, defeated 
him with great flaughter. Three principal officers were taken 
prifoners, and Mulhar with great difficulty efcaped. The fugitives 
in their'panic miftaking the paftageoftheViver Jumna, which they 
had ford^, were drowned in great numbers 5 many were taken 
prifoners; aniT few regained the oppofite fhorc. Mulhar with a 
few followers reached the camp of Bajecraow, near Gualior. 
Boorahan al Moolk ifllied orders for each of his foldiers to prepare 
four days proviftons, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending 
to purfue the enemy to their own province, and redeem the honour 
of Hindooftan,ir\vhen he received orders from the ameer al amra" 
to halt till he could join him with his forces,' to 'aft with more 
, . effieft 
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effefl: againft the invaders. He unwillingly obeyed the mandate. 
This gave time to Bajeeraovv to recovtr the panic of Mulhar’s d^ 
feat; andhe refolved to march towards Dhely, ‘at that time almoil 
empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrefs, that 
he reached, and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital, before 
any intelligence of his movement had gamed the city. The 
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmoll confler- 
nation and defpair. They were not’ relieved till after three days, 
(during which the Mharattas committed great devallations in the 
fuburbs) by the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk -and the armies of 
the vizier and ameer al amra. The enemy then retreated into 
Malwa, but were not purfued ; and tlie minifters, to the dilgrace and 
irreparable lofs of tlie empire, periuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur- 
chafe an uncertain peace, by confenting to the choute, or payment 
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mharattas. The emperor 
■would have waited for the concurrence of Nizam al Moolk, whom he 
had ordered to court, but the vizier and ameer al amra, jealous of 
his interference, concluded the treaty before his arrival. Nizam ai 
Moolk ^attempted to recover the province of Maliva from the 
Mharattas; but after marching and defeating Bajeetaow, was 
obliged to return for the defence of Dhely againft the Perlian 
emperor. Nadir Shaw, who was advancing rapidly towards it. 

' ' ) 

Sumfam ad Dowlah Klian Dowraun, ameer al amra,. poiTeifed 
unbounded influence over the mind of ^the emperor, fo'that he 
direfted all affairs as he thought proper, however impolitic or unad- 
vifeable; an mftance of which has been already difplayed'in the 
compromife with the Mharattas, With the fame impradence, he 
negledted furniftiing the ufual fupplies of money to the foubahdar of 
Cabul, for keeping up the ftations in the pafles and highways on 
the confines of the empire in that province; fo which caufe may be 
in great meafure attributed the invafion of Nadir Shaw, who would 

never. 
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with the utmoft; anxiety for the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut 
Khan, the foubahdar off Oude, upon whofe condudt and valour he 
had placed all his hopes of delivery, in the prefent important crifis 
of his empire. The wiflied for intelligence of his near approach at 
length arrived. On Tuefday the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al 
amra went to meet Boorahan al Moolk, about a mile from' the 
camp j and having brought him into the imperial prefcncc, he was 
received with the higheft difbndbon, and commanded to encamp 
near the divilion of the ameer al amra, i > 

. f " ’ I 

• Boorahan al Moolk had juft left the emperor, and repaired to 
his ground, when word was brought him that the Perfians had 
attacked his baggage, and were committing great flaughter ; upon 
which he immediately remounted hb elephant, and fending intel- 
ligence of this event to the ameer al amra, ^^itha^equeft of his 
afliftance, haftened againft the enemy. The ameer al amra com- 
municated the meflage to the emperor, who eonfulted Nizam al 
Moolk. He recommended that Booralian' al Moolk fhould be 
recalled within the entrenchments, as ’the day was far advanced, 
and his troopS were fatigued with a long march, fo that it would 
be moft prudent* to delay offering battle to the enemy till the mor- 
row. Mahummud Shaw, approving tliis advice, communicated it 
to the ameer al amra j but he, attributing it to the negledt and 
indolence of the nizam, reprefented to the emperor, that as Boora- 
han al Moolk had advanced far from the lines, and was moft pro- 
bably already engaged with the enemy, not to afiift him, and 
voluntarily to give up fuch a deferving nobleman to- /laughter, 
would be againft the didtates of policy, valour, and generofityj 
therefore, permitting others to adl as they chofe, he fhould haften 
to fupport him. Having faid this, he advanced from his camp 
with his light artillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow 
him. About a fourth part of the day remained, when ‘he came 
within a fliort dlftancc of Boorahan al Moolk. * Nadir Shaw had 

‘ formed 
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formed his army in^two'divifions; one of which he left for tlic 
proteftion of his camp, and with the other advanced to ’ the at- 
tack; fubdividing it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached 
to attack each of the ameers, and remained himfelf with the third, 
as a referved line, ' to give afliftance wherever it might be neceflaiy. 
The Perfians advanced witli great fury, and in about half an hour 
the troops of Hindooftan were thrown into confufion with great 
flaughter. The ameer al amra was dangeroufly vvoUndcd, and mofl: 
of his principal followers flam. His lemaining attendants brought 
him back, almoft dead with lofs of blood, to the camp about 
nightfeU j where, from a want of regularity and order, common 
in Hmdooftan, his tents, baggage, and treafures had been wholly 
plundered by the foldiery and followers, on the fuppofition of his 
death;-* fo that not a covering i remained for his reception. At 
length his attendants procured a fmall tent, which they pitched for 
him. The vizier, nizam, and chief eunuchs of tlie emperor, came 
to condole with hmi on his fituation, and learn the circumilances of 
his defeat; The dying miniftcr, with a faint voice, faid, « I have 
done my 'duty, and finiflied my courfe. The future muft be 
'•'attended to by ’you: but I cameftly advife, that the emperor 
may not vifit Nadir Shaw, or let him ‘enter Dhelyj and that 
“ you turn back, by any means, this great calamity^ from this 
** fpot.’* ' Having faid this, he became Ipecchlcfs, and continued 
fo till he breathed his lad, on the third day following. 

Boorahan al Moolk, who had mmained on the field of battle, . 
being deprived of moft of his troops (by death, or flight, was at 
lad quite furrounded by the Perfians, and incapable of further 
refidance, .when he was known by a young foldier, a native of 
the fame city with himfelf, who calling fo him by name, con- 
jured him to fave his own life by v becoming hisprifonetj at tlie 
fame time runmng up to his elephant, and afeending the feat by 
the ropes of the ladder, Boorahan al Moolk gladly fubmitted himielf 
C C 2 to 
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to the mercy of jthe enemy, who carried him before Nadir Shaw, 
and he was treated with great kindnefs and diftindtion. c c i 

1 1 ' I f 'V 

For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a fcenc 
of confufion not to be defcribed; but, what is extraordinary, it 
was not attacked by the Perfians. Boorahan lal Moolk, hearing 
reports of the death of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fiicceed i 
him. in office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw , to offer peace, and 
retreat from Hmdooftan, on the payment of* two corores ofrupees, 
a.nd receiving a vifit from the emperor. He accordingly* com- » 
municated thefe conditions to the emperor and Nizam al Moolk, 
who were rejoiced beyond meafure, being before overwhelmed 
with dread and irrefolution. . Mahummud Shaw fent thcfnizam.. 
without delay to the Perfian camp, where he was received with 
great favour by Nadir Shaw, who ratified the treaty;* and he 
returned exulting to his matter. The happy tidings of peace fpread 
through the camp, and gave new life to the difiieartened^ troops; 
but their joy was but of fhort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am* . 
bitLOttS of the dignity of ameer al amra, requefted itsm , return for 
his fervices in the negotiation, and ithe emperor jmmediately-con- 
ferred it upon him, unmindful'of the offence it would give to 
Boorahan al Moolk. The next day Mahummud Shaw ^ went to^ 
vifit the Perfian monarch, agreeably to his requeft, and was met 
near the camp by Nadir’s fon, Nufler Oollah Mirza, who alighted j 
from his horfe upon feeing him ; when the emperor was fet down 
in his travelling throne, and they embraced each other. The prince - 
then remounted, and conduced him to his father,* who received^ 
Mahummud Shaw ttanding at the entrance of his tent, embra- 
ced him with kindnefs, and leading him to his mufhud, feated 
him by him. After fome converfation, and the ufual ceremonies 
of prefents and entertainments, Mahummud Shaw returned to his ^ 
own camp, where his prefence gave heartfelt joy and affurances ' 

that 
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tliat peace was ifully concluded. Such indeed was the opinion 
of the emperor and all his fabje<3s , and juft'nvould it have been, 
but for the felfifli difloyalty of a difgufted miniller. 

B “ 0 ll J I J j 11' 

■ .Eoorahan al Moolk, ilearnmg thaf the officeof ameer al amra had 
been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment afn the 
fury of his paffions he refolved to be revenged upomthe emperor and 
his rival He obferved to Nadir Shaw, that two corores of rupees 
were 'too fmall a compofition for the. wealth of Hmdooftan', that 
lie," as an individual, could pay fo much , and that the removal of 
Nizam al Moolk, who. alone had any ability to refill his arms, 
n ould make the Perfian monarch mailer of the empire without a 
How, nvhen Ihebroight march to Dhely,'’only eighty miles dillant, 
and poflTefsJimifelf.ofrhe immenfe treafures of ithefimpenal palace 
and the wealthy iinhabitants of the capital Th'e avaiice of Nadir 
avisawakened by this treacherous remonftrance, andhe again mvited 
Nizam al ,MooIk to his preftnee , Whb, relying uponrthd* faith of 
treaties/khaftened without fulpicion toJhis' camp',°''whSre’ he wa5 
commanded to remain, and to prevail Upon tehumihud ShaW bjl 
letter to make him lanother vifit The hizam 'now rtprefented to 
Nadir,, that his behaviour was contrary'' to treaty',' to whifch the 
Perfian replied, that he did not mean to depart 'fronl'his agreement 
or injure the perfon or empire of Mahummud ShaW, but mull 
have another interview. ' The mzam wrote information 'of this to 
his mafter , who, nOt knowing vyhere to look for fupport in the 
abfence of his miniller, came to the camp of Nadir Shan , attend- 
ed only by a few of his favourite domeftic, forbidding many of 
the nobility, who were anxious to guard his perfon, to follow him. 
Upon his arrival he «as ordered by the Perfian monarch to remain 
on a tent pitched for his^ reception, and to lend 'for, his fiimily, 
equipage, and the officers of his houfchold, which he did At 
the fame tune orders were lent to the Mogul camp to break up, 
and the foldiers to retire where they chofe without raoleftation , but 
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the vizier, Kummir ad Daeii Khan, was Summoned to the prcience* 
Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamalp Khan, a confidential nobleman of 
Nadir Shaw, were difpatched m front to Dhcly, to jeceive the keys 
of that capital and the imperial palaces from the go\cmor, after 
which the conqueror, with his royal captive, proceeded by -eaCy 
marches to that city. The utmoft dread and confiifion prevailed in 
the Mogul after the departure of Mahummud Shaw . In- 
dividuals confulted their own fafety by flight, but tvere plundered 
or killed i jnany by die Perfian marauders, and others by dieJiufj 
bandmen of the country, who, in time of trouble in. ilmdooftani 
generally afiume the occupation of robhery. 

I 

On thefCighthof March, hJadir^Shaw reached the gardens bf 
Shalemar, and permitted JVlahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel -of Dhely, ^vlth his family and domeiUcks. On the 
ninth the conqueror piade a triumphant entry into the aty with his 
army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, -nndersthe 
palace, but Nadir 5b|w took up his tefidence iMtbm i£; the grand 
hall of audience, and feveral other apartments, being prepar^ for 
his reception. Coins had been Anick at the imperial mint for this 
occafion, which wer? diflrihuted to the people in the cavalcade, 
bearing this mfcnption in verfe., < j ^ i 2 

** King over the kings of the world i 

“ Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of penods 

On the tenth died Boorahan al Moolk, of a cancer in his 
back, with which he had been long affli€ted. It was reported, that 
he poifoned himfelf, from the pangs of confcience at his being the 
advifer of Nadu s advancing to Dhely, but the rumour was not 
true. 


The 



t The ilriftefl dlfcipline'liad been oblerved by the Perfians, and 
nd'perftn fufFered from the viftofs the flighted: outrage; 'when,' on 
the night of the tenth, a‘ fital tumult arofc, which involved the 
inhabitants of Uhely in ruin. It' was fuddenly rumoured, that 
Nadir Shaw was dead ; by fome, 'naturally, and 'by others, that he 
had been aflafiinated by a Calmuck woman in the' haram, at the 
inftigation of Mahummud Shaw. The Dhellians too eafily credited 
what they wiflied to be trae'.‘ They flew to arms, ‘and maflacred 
every Perfian they met in the > city; which, during the night,* 'was 
a feene of confuCon and horror. "The 'nobles of Hindooiian, in- 
flead of attempting to quell the madnefs of the 'people, by pro- 
claiming that Nadu- was dill alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned by his troops, 'remained inaftive ; 'and at fome of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in 'them to proteS their 
properties, were treacheroufly murdered. Nadir Shaw, at the 
commencement of the tumult, fent out fome officers to perfuada 
the people of their 'error ; but indead of ibeing hdened to, they 
were flaughtere'd.' Seeing it in vain to moderate their' fury, and 
not chufing ‘ to hazard his troops in the' darhnefs of night and the 
clofe dreets of the city, hd refblved to let the dorm Ipend itfelfi 
and Wait for morning to take vengeance oh its authors. About a 
fhoufand Perfians were dain. i ■ > c, 

Early the next morning. Nadir Shaw iffued from the palace, 
attended by his troops, and took pod at the college of 11.000100 
ad Dowlah, fituated-in a prmcipal dreet. From hence he dif- 
' patched bands of foldiets, commanding them, to flaughter, without 
didinflion of age or fex, the wretched inhabitants of Dhely, in 
every avenue where they might find a murdered Perfian. His 
orders were obeyed «ith a favage readinefs. Tlie carnage laded 
from fun-rife till mid-day. About eight thoufand Indians, Moguls, 
and Afgbauns, were maffacred, and their' houfes plundered, by 
the Perfians. To add to the horror of the feene, fires broke out 
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In fevcral parts of the city. At twelve o’clock, Kummir ad Dien 
Khan prevailed on the conqueror to flop the maflacre, when it 
ceafed at once ; fo exadl was the difciplme of Nadir Shaw. 

It is impofllble to deicribe the milery of Dhely, during this 
and feveral following days, when the flreets flreamed with 
human blood, and the bodies of the dead obftnidled the paflages. 
Thefe were at . length piled together in heaps, without diflindlion 
of rank or religion, and burned in the rubbith of the ruined 
houfes. Several noblemen were put to death by Nadir Shaw, 
ibr being acceffary to the murder of Perlians during the tu- 
mult, and among them a fon in Jaw of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan. 

On the fourteenth, Niflar Mahummud Khan was dhpatchcd to 
Oude, to demand from Suffder Jung the two corores of rupees, 
which had been promifed by Boorahan al Moolk from his pro- 
vince. Nadir Shaw this day began Ids feizure of the imperial 
cfFe£ls and treafure. * Three corores and fifty lacs were found 
in the treafury. * A cororc and fifty lacs in plate ; * fifteen corores 
in jewels ; the celebrated peacock throne, valued at '* one corore ; 
and feveral other thrones of rich though fmaller value, with the 
armory, cftimated at ' eleven corores, were feized for his ufe; 
alfo five hundred elephants, a great number of horfes, and the 
fuperb camp equipage of the emperor. 

On the fifteenth, a treaty of peace was drawn up, ilipulating, 
■'that the provinces i call ward of the Sind Ihould remain to the 
i 1 emperor 

■ Three millions, five handred tboufand pounds flerlmg. 

^ One million five hundred thoufand pounds. 

* Fifteen millions fterling. 

* One million fierlmg. 

* Eleven millions flerling. 
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emperor' of -.’Hindodftan,’' and thofe -.weil of- it te cidcd td; the 
'crotvn!ofPerlia.- * Thus; Gabal> Tattay and, part of Multaun; : were 
vvrefted from: the, empire; ’ .Nufler Oollah Mirza, - Nadir's fon, 
was ibctrothed to the 'daughter -of -Yezdaun.jBukfla)' fon of prince 
Moraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun. ^ 

• On thetix'teenth, Jogul Kithoor, vaqueel of Bengal, tvas' fevcrely 
' beaten 'with 'ilicks, for not 'expediting the'colledtion..of the' fine 
impofed 'bn the/.-cily. '/ ■ , '-'"'i 

,--On the feventeenth, Nadh demanded from' the '.vizier ■ two 
co'rores and twelve lacks of .hipces .when the, latter, pleading in- 
ability,',' he commanded his dewan, Mujilifs Ram,' > to . give . in an 
account of .the. property of his mailer and of Ins own, threatening 
•■him .'.with ’death if he (hould be guilty of concealment.’ -Three 

■ daughters and (even ladies .were.' feized from the haram of .Muz-. 
-zuffir.IChan, 'fon- in -law to the vizier,'and forced into'the! ferdglio 

■ of. Nadir- Shaw- - 'x 

t • I, . i z:' . „ r'; 

“t '-Oii the eighteenth, a contribution was denianded from tlie nobles 
arid fervarits, of the court, bankers, merchants, and . artizans, p-hich 
' Was levied ivithhh'e utm'oll: feverity. Nizam al'Moolk, the vizier, 
Sirbullund ' Khan, and other noblemen, were , ordered' to coUeSt 
two corore's'and- twelve lacks from the citizens,"and pay it-.into' 
the treafury in ten days, - on pain of Nadir’s difpleafure. 

'■ On'tlie riineteeritliv the c'olledlbrs.of the ifine •beganjtheh’. exac- 
’ tions. ''Many p'erfons put themfelves- to' death to avoid punilhment, 
'their'.property being over-rated in, the afleflhaent. Among .thele 
were many officers of rant 

■Voi.. n. , . • D d .Dn 

• Two millions and one hundred and twenty thouftnd pounds. 
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' On the twentieth. Nadir Shaw fent nine Perfian horfes, with 
feventy five trays of gold and filver brocade and fcarlet cloth to 
Mahummud Shaw, and ordered Saad ad Dien Khan, meer atulh, 
to put his own guards as before over ’’the haram and offices of 
the emperor. 

On the twenty firft, LoottfF Ali Khan, topjec bafha, or com- 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou-’^ 
fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting the invaluable plunder 
of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw*s equipage, among which were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the palace, ^vas pitched on the banks of the 
Jumna, before the Lahore gate, and a thoufand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters m the palaces of Khan Dowraun, 
Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to Shahmar. C6ntinels were placed 
at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooftan women. A type of the laft day afflicted inha- 
bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the collectors 
of the fine. It was,, before, a general maflacre , but now, the 
murder of individuals. In eveiy chamber and houfe was heard the 
cry of affliction. Bufliint Hoy, agent of the penfions, killed his 
family and himfelf. IGialik Ear Khan ftabbed himfelf. Many 
took poifon. The * venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was dilgraccd by 
ftripes. 

In the fame manner all the fervants of the crown, the mer- 
chants, bankers, and all fufpeCted of having money, were harffily 
treated; and many, to avoid torment, courted death by' their ov\n 
Iiands, Sleep and jeft forlbok the city. On the tw enty third, 
additions were made double and treble to the demands from the 
unfortunate officers of the court, and they were beaten and abufed 
v.ithout mercy. Fojedaur Khan, governor of the environs of the 

city. 
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city, from whom four lacks of rupees were demanded, of whicli he 
had paid one, efcaped from his guards, and arrived at his fort of^ 
Ferokhnuggur, twenty five cols dil^ht ; where he continued, though 
Na'dir Shaw invited him back by folemn proniifes. He pleaded 
old age and inability. The Jauts, under Buddun Sing, rofe in arms 
in the vicinity of the city, and attacked the foraging parties of the 
Perfians# . ' . , 

On\he tvventy fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial ‘ fcrfli 
khanehi and dellr^ed efie(Ss amounting to a corore* of rupees. 
Nadir Shaw now only waited for the payment of the fine, and the 
arrival of Nifiar Mahummud Khan ; after wluch he refolved to 
march immediately, and replace Mahummud Shaw^ on his throne. 

1 ^ At this time, abounding in difafters and calamity, the capital 
of the empire was become, from her various miferies and .troubles, 
an emblem of^the day of univerfal diflblution. Firfi, from the 
general mafiacrc, and the plunders and excefies of the Perfian, 
army, the conflagration, and otljer events, the inhabitants of all 
ranks were fo alarmed, that like the affrighted animals of the defart, 
they fought refuge in the moll private and concealed corners from 
further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, ^Uvot 
feer of coarfe rice were fold for a ' rupee, and other neceflarics in, 
proportion. Thirdly, from a peftilential diforderj no morning 
pafied that whole crowds in every llrcet and lane did not die. 
Fourthly, from the exactions which occafioned a deliberate maflacre. 
Unprincipled and unfeeling' wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion, 
took the ^various quarters of the aty in farni for the colletfrion of 
the fine, at the original valuation. In place of fen, they extorted^ 
thirty and forty thouland rupees. The firll rfum was paid to the 
• , D d 2 treafuiy,’ 

■ Repofitory o£ tents, carpets, canopies, cuttuons, beds, &c, 

* About four pounds wei-Tht. 

* Two fhilhngs and threepence nearly. 
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treafury, and the reft embezzled by thefe infernal wretches. It is 
probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the mifetable 
citizens, who, from the roads being blocked up, had not power to 
fly from tliefe dreadful calamities, nor a hope of afllftance. Dan- 
uflimund Khan, one of the moft learned men in Perfia, and firft phy- 
fician to the conqueror, who had been before this, at the requeft 
of Boorahan al Moolk, honoured with the rank of three thoufand, 
and now ofliciated as ambaffador between the emperors s was, at 
the defire of Nadir Shaw, promoted to the rank of feven thoulimd 
and oflice of* khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw. j 

On the thirty firft, Mahummud Ghazee ad Dien IChan, ion of 
Nizam al Moolk, brought Meer 'Nrzam ad Dien, fojedaur of the 
environs of the city, who had fled to Ferokhnuggur, to an interview 
with Nadir Shaw, to whom he prefented an offering of a lack and 
fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, rceftablilhed in 
his office, commanded to bring inifupplies of grain, and invite the 
people to the deferred villages. . The fame day, at the requeft of 
' Nizam al Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Shaw to his chief 
fecretary to prepare edidts to the governors of the difierent pro- 
vinces and the chiefs of Dekkan, commanding them to obey Ma- 
hummud Shaw. Fifteen were accordingly written, and committed 
to Nizam al Moolk. 


On the firft of April, Raja Mujilifs Ram, dewan to the vizier 
having paid four lacks of rupees, ftabbed hlmfclf to avoid the tor- 
tures ordered to be inflifted upon him fo extort an additional fum. 
Roy Khooflial Chund and his Ton did the fame. Seetaram, farmer 
of feme royal lands and treafurer to the vizier, alfo eight or ten 
principal officers, after having given ten, eight, fix, and four lacks of 
rupees, on more being demanded, made their efcape from die city. ’ 
Jogul Kiflioor, Nagu- Mul, Saadoolla Khan, and other principal 

« Sltvwtdofthe'haviRhaM. - 
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vaqueek, were beaten almoft to death to extort money from them. 
People of all ranks deferted the ci^ m crowds. 

. On the third. Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of the effedls of 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded from 
them ; in confequence of which nch goods were fold for a fourth 
and fifth part of their value. ' 

On the fifth. Nadir Shaw’s leals were taken off the imperial 
llore-rooms and repofitories, and thole lof Mahummud Shaw and 
Danufhmund Khan affixed in their room. The fame day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abee Sing, 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooflan j alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajeeraow, and other Dekkan chiefs, with thefe contents : 

r ' ■ I — . 

I " Between us and our dear brother Mahummud Shaw, in con- 
*' fideration of the regard and alliances of the two fovereignties, the 
" connedlions of regard and friendlhip have been renewed j fo that 
" we may be efteemcd as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear 
“ -brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive em- 
“ .pire, and we are moving to the conquell of other regions, it is 
" .incumbent that ye, like your fore&thcrs in former times, walk 
“ in the path of fubmiffion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
“ they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. God 
“ forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelluig fliould reach our ears, 

“ we will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.” 

On the feventh of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 
a firpeach, and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a meflage, 
that his march was fixed for the fcventeenth of the month, and 
defiring, that on the morrow he would vifit him, attended by the 
nobility with all the infignia of royalty, that he might give him 
fome valuable advice, and take his leave. Accordingly, the next 

morning. 
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niorning, Ijelng the eighth of April, Mahummud Shaw, 
imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at* the gate of the lion tower, and proceeded 'to the grand hall 
of audience, at the ileps of which Nadir Shaw received him, 
and led him to a throne, after which all perfons retired. Tlic 
two monarchs remained in private for near an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk,jhe vizier, and other great lords, were then admitted? to 
whom Nadir Shaw fpokc nearly an hour, in terms of advice mingled 
with threats. Viands were then dillributcd, and drclTes conferred 
upon them. Nadir Shaw prefented jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jcwch, to h^Uummud Shaw, who then took leave, 
and retired to tlie lion tower in the fame /late as before. 

j On the eleventh, all the Perfians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The 
fame evening NulTer Oollah Mirza took leave of Mahummud Shaw. 
The foubah of Multaun and four mahals of Ycmnecnabad were, 
at Na^ Shaw’s requeft, granted to Zekariah JChan, in room of 
the deccaftd Abd al Summud Khan, ’in addition to the govern- 
ment of Punjaab.^ . ' ’ 

^ On the fourteenth, Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and ^proceeded by regular marches to his own empire : but as 'the 
events of his route but little concern the hillory of Hindooflah, 
they arc not related in thefe pages. It is wonderful, but true, that 
the inhabitants ^of Dhely, at Icaft.the debauched, who were by far 
the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perfians 5 
and to this^day, the excefles of their fofdiery are topics of humour ^ 
in the loofer converfation of all ranks, and form the comic parts 
of^the drolls or players. The people of Hindooftan at this time 
re^rded only perfonal fafety and perfonal gratification. Mifery was ' 
difregarded by thofe who cfcapcd it, and man, centered wholly in 
himfelf, felt not for his kind. Tliis felfifhnefs, deftrutaive of public 
- ‘ ‘ ' and ' 
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and private virtue, was univerial in Hindooftan at the Invafion of 
Nadir Shawj nor have the people become more virtuous lince, 
confequentlyf not more happy, nor more independant^ 

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor made fome 
dianges among the great officers of ftate, and advanced two noble- 
men, nho had ffiewn much attachment and fidelity to his peribn 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer , 
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor Aurungzebe,. 
of the fame, name, and the other Izaac Khan, of a middle rank, 
about the court, Mahummud Shaw,' jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wiffied to remove the vizier Kummir ad Dien 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was pitched upon to fucceed him; 
but 5 the emperor was fearful of executing his refolution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to Dekkan, as he was nearly related 
to the vizier, whofe intereft he efpoufed. This event at length 
occurred; the nizam being neceffitated to repair to his govern- 
ment, where his fon Nafir Jung had begun to alTume independ- 
ance. With this dclign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de- 
putation of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien 
Khan, who was ^alfo fon in law to the vizier. MahummUd Shaw 
now privately^ bellowed the inkfland of the vizarut on Ameer 
IChan, who imprudently boafted of the honour he had received. 
Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam 
how to, ail, who recommended him to beg his difiniffion from 
court, and accompany him_ to Dekkan. He accordingly repaired 
to the nizam’s camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- 
ferving to his majefiy, that as he found a change towards him 
in the royal behaviour, 'from the arts of interefted perfons, though 
hCihad been' guilty willingly of no CTime, he begged permiffion 
to ^ retire to Dekkan and refign his office. Mahummud Shaw, 
alarmed at the departure of the vizier, (for he poflefied not fleadi- 
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jiefe of refoliition,) confultqd v/ith Ameer Khan and Iza^c Khan 
what anfwer to return- The former adyifed compliance with the 
requefl:, aflliring him, that if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as ihould fecurc his majefty from fufFering 
from the refentment of th^ diicarded miniller. The emperor was 
illent, and difmifled Ameer Khan; after whofe departure he con- 
jured Jzaac PChan by his own head to fpeak his real fentiments, 
Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultatlons, \\ as at a lofs j \\ hich the emperor ohlerving, 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this he, replied, that 
if he “ihould recommend mealiires contrary to tliofe of Ameer 
Khan, he ihould forfeit his word, and if he adviied the fame, he 
.fliould be inimical to his mjycfty’s welfare; therefore begged to 
be filentj but Mahumraud Shaw repeated his requeib. He then 
obftrved, that though Ameer Khan was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of Aill higher, and polTefled courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofcncfs of his manners, he could not command 
proper refpeft in die important office of vizier ; that his depend- 
ants, among whom was himfelf, by his patronage recommended 
to his majefty, and raifed to diftinftions, were as yet efteemed 
only by the great rajas of Hindooftan • as ordinary perfons to 
whom they would not fubmit as iuperiors : that, on the contra^, 
they regarded with veneration the nizam and vizier, and efteemed 
their fcrvice honourable 'to themfelves; therefore, it would not 
be aaVrteabfe to remove tuch perJonages, for thole like Ameer 
Khan and Hmfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate 
the \izier, and communicated his intentions to Ameer Khan ; 
who immediately haftened to the nizam, offering concelTions to 
him and the vizier. It was agreed, that he fliould for the pre- 
fent, as a proof of Ills flnecrity in relinquifliing his deflgns agalrlft 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleabad ; which he did im- 
mediately. The vizier returned to court, where harmony was 
again cftabliflied, and Izaac Khan became equally the favourite 

^ of 
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of the minifter, as of Mahummod Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk 
was fucceeded in the government of Oude by his fon in law SufF- 
der Jungi Zekariah Khan was continued foubahdar of Lahore } and 
Shujah ad Dowlah, navob of Bengal, was fiicceeded by his ion 
Allah ad Dowlah Serferauz IChan ; wfio being thortly after defeated 
and flain by Aliverdi Khan, the governor of -Patna, the ufurper 
feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Ofiira,'and was con- 
firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large peflicufli and a 
promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. Nizam al 
Moolk returned to iDekkan, which had fallen into diforder, from 
the difaffedtion of the provinces during the invafion of Nadir Shaw, 
and the precipitate condudt of his fon Nafir Jung. 

’ Upon the departure of Ameer Khan to Aleabad, Jzaac Khan 
enjoyed the greateft fliare of the emperor’s confidence ; and as he 
did not dfpire to the more important offices of ftate, the vizier was 
not jealous of the favours conferred upon him ; but Izaac Khan did 
not long furvive his exaltation. Mahummud Shaw was truly af- 
fiidledathis loft, and continued his afieflion for the ‘father to his 
children, but' particularly to the cldeft fon, Meerza Mahummud, 
often faying, that had he not him to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed, he fhould have died of grief for his lofs. 

This year the emperor furamoned to court Ameer Khan from A. H. 1 
Aleabad, Sufffier Jung, foubahdar of Oodc, Zekarlah Khan, nizam 
of Lahore ’and Multaun; alfo the rajas Bukht Sing Rhatoree and 
Jey Sing. 'A mandate was likewife dilpatched to Nizam al Moolk ; 
but he pleaded in excufe for his difobedience, his great age, though 
in fii(5l he was at the 'time employed in fecuring the government of 
Bekkan to his family. Raja Jey Sing died this year, and three of 
his wives with many concubines burned themfelves on his funeral 
pile. Ameer Khan and SufFder ' Jung, on their arrival at court, 

'U ere received with the greateft marks of the royal favour. This 
VoL. H. E e year 
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. year the -emperors only fbn,jprince Ahmed, was jmarried to’ a 
daughter of the Jindil defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated 
in the reign of Jehaungeer. The foubahdary of Guzarat ^\aS 
conferred on Fukhir ad Dowlah j but, after a feeble attempt to 
recover it from the A'lharattas, he returned to Dhely. ' ' / 

A. H. 1157. SuffHer Jung was hononoured with tlie poft of meer atu&, or 
A. 0.1744, command of the artillery, and the government of Kaflimeer. 

A. H. 1158. This year the emperor, at die requeft of SuffHer Jung, march- 
A.D. 1745, jQ reduce ‘Ah Mahummud Klian, a Rohilla adventurer, who 
had from the negligence of government poflefTed himfelf of the 
diftrifts of *Kuttecr, and affumcd mdependance of the royal 
authority. He was befieged in a fortlefs called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier; after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zckariah Khan dying, 
the foubahdary of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
'appointed two fons of the deccafed his deputies; but the bro- 
thers quarrelling with each other, the eldcft obtained fuperiority 
in the conteft, and was confirmed jn the government' of the pro- 
vinte, with the title of Shaw-nowauz Khan. 

■ * ^ 

A. H. 1159, This year was dlftinguiflied by no other remarkable events, 
A. D. 1746. than the death of Ameer'Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad 
Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 
• Khan, 

■ Mahabut Khan fcizcd that emperor’s perfon, and for feme time controuled 
tlie ropl authority ; but vras obliged to retire by the intrigues of the emprefs 
Noor jehaun. 

^ The founder of the RbhiJh* goremment, in tlie end overthrown by Shujah 
ad Dowlah vnih the afllftancc of the Enghfh, for having ncglefted to fulfil 
the teniis of a treaty made with lum, when defended by his arras from the 
invaCons of the Mharaitas ‘ 

* Now ailed, from the rcfidcncc of the Rohillas, Rohilcund. It is in pof- 
fcfiion of the na%ob vizitr, t 



Khan,* the emperor’s favourite. Thefe nuptials were celebrated 
with uncommon fplendour. Among the prefents made to the bride, 
were one thoufand filver cups,veach weighing ’ one hundred rupees, 

! " . , I . , , ' , 

Ameer Khan had Cnee his lafl larrival at court' condufted the 
whole adminiflxation ; the vizier being incapable of attending the 
durbar, from a hurt oecafioned by a fall from a terrace, and con- 
tentedly allowing his rival to exercife the influence of his office in 
his name, while he enjoyed fecurity and repofe. Suffder Jung, the 
only one ‘of the nobility able to oppofe him, was his friend; fo tliat 
he had no competitor for the royal ftvour. He was naturally free 
of Ipeech, and the emperor, ifond of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in converfation than was confillent with refpedt to his 
own dignity. As he* acquired power in the ftate, this freedom 
grew to importunity, when he, was on bufinefs with the emperor; 
.which by degrees difgufted Mahummud Shaw, and made him with 
his removal from office. The royal jealoufy was alfo excited by 
Ameer Khan’s paying a vifit to the prmces of the blood confined 
in the citadel of Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his 
power, did not openlyjfliew any change towards him. At length. 
Ameer IChan one day prclTing fome requeft, which his majefty did 
not chufe to grant, he defired him to be filent, and he would hear 
him on the fubjedl another day. t The muiifier perfifted, and was 
' 'three times mildly put off, but ftdl continued his importunity. , At 
length, Koze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, ‘ nazir of the haram, re- - 
buked him in harfli terms for his dilfefpedl to his fbvereign ; upon 
which Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exclaimed, “ What privilege 
“ has a Have to interrupt the converfation of a nobleman ?" The 
eunuch replied, “ If I am a flave, I am the Have of his majeffy 
“ alone, and not of others.” The minifter, inflamed with paffion, 
inmv addrclTed the emperor," faying, if tlie eunuch was not removed, 

' - E c 2 he 

»■ 

“ • Twelve pounds 'ftcrling t 

^ The nazir has the foie dircftion of iho feragUo. t 
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he^vouldno longer attend the coUrt; and demanded the difpolal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own fervants* The emperor con- 
fented for the prefent, and the minifter retired; but Mahummud 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed. for his own fafety, Hiould 
Ameer Khan perfift in claiming po/Teffion of the nuzzarut. The 
eunuch advifed the aflaffination of the minifter, and undertook to 
effect it, without delay. ■ The emperor aflented. A perfon who 
had been difeharged from the lervicc of Ameer ICban, was applied 
to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or 
two afterwards the 'minifter attended the 'durbar, to f receive the 
inveftiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah IGian,'a 
favourite eunucli, to be appointed his deputy in its immediate 
'exercife. The aflaffin was placed in the paftage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft: as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him ^vith a dagger fo effectually, 
.that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corpfe was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where the imperial officers had been already fent to feize 
his effects; but were refiftcd by the military followers of.ihe de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay were due to them, 
fatisfaClion for which they demanded, before they would reJinquifli 
the perfonal eftate; nor would they fuffer the body to be buried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
• their demands, if they would give up the corpfe for interment, by 
' this time in a ftate of putr^aClion, they confented ; keeping, 
however, tlic neareft relations of the dcceafed in their hands, as a 
fecurity for the performance of his promife. After the funeral, the 
cffefls were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
(pefieffion of 'the jewels and armouiy for a ‘lack of rupees, which 
were worth *■ fifty lacks, if not a greater fum.’ The jaghire of the 
deceafed was ^ven to the daughter of the emperor, and pat under 
the dircdlion of Nudjum’ ad Dowlah, fon to the late Izaac Khan. 

This 

* Twelve Uioufand pounds. 

^ Five hundr<.d thoufand pounds fierling. 
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. This year was diftihguMied by the jnvafion of Ahmed Abdallce,’ A. H. 
-and the death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the 
’fon of a chtef of, the Afghaun tribe of lAbdal, in the vicinity of the 
city of Heraut, and vtas taken priibnerin bis infancy hy Nadu- Shaw, 
iviio gave him the poft of a “ yeflawul,<and by 'degrees promoted 

• him to a confiderable command in bis army. Upon the aflaiSna- 
(tion of that monarch, he had the good fortune to polTefs him- 

felf of a confiderable ireafnre, with which he 'retired ito his 
native country, and afiumed the 'honours of royalty over tlie Af- 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Can- 
dahar, Iwhich fubmitted to his armsj and ■ prevailed upon Nafir 
Khan, .the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 

• permitting him to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir Klian would have ’ performed his agree- 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refuCng to con- 
tribute the Turn, and perfuading him to refift, he withdrew his 

• allegiance; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched agalnfl: him. 

On his approach the people of Cabul deferted their governor, and 

•Nafir Khan retired to the city' of Pelhawir, where he held out for 
fome time j but tearful of falling into the hands of Abdal ShaW, 

• as his provifions were exhanftedi and he had no hopes of a fupply, 
he made his efcape towards Dhely, leaving his family and effeiSs 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the hands of .the 

' befiegers, two days after his departure. During this liege,' Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Lahore, offered to join the^ fortunes 
of Ahmed Sliaw Abdallee, on condition of being i appointed his 
‘ vizier, and his propofal was accepted ; but, at the remonfhancc of 
' his uncle Kummir ad Dien IChan, vizier to the emperor Mahum- 
mod Shaw, he repented of his treachery j and when Ahmed 
Abdallee, on tlie fall of Pefhawir, claimed perfo.-mance of his 
engagement, he declined it. The Ihaw, being enrogcd, marched 
againft Lahore, wliich fell into his hands after a {hast rcfiftancc. 

Shaw- 
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Shaw-nowauz Khan 'made his efcape, ^with a few attendants! to 
Dhely. Emboldened by this fncccfs, and tlie weaknefs of the empire,' 
Ahmed Shaw refolved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin- 
dooftanj'and in 'the* beginning of this ytar began his march from 
Lahore. Mahummud Shaw, being at this time too much indif- 
pofed to take the field, difpatched his only fon, prince Ahmed, 
againfi: the enemy, under Ae conduct of the vjzicr, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan, Suffder Jung,- ibubahdar of Oudc, Eefuree Sing, raja 
of 'Jeypore, and fevcral other chiefs, with' a great army. They 
advanced, to the banks of the Sutlulludgc witliout meeting the' 
enemy, who had artfully pafled them and plundered the rich city 
ofSirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prmcdwas depofited. 
Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon' 
his -arrival near the enemy threw up entrenchments round his 
camp. * The Afghaun-diaw did the feme j and for feme daysTeveral 
{kirmlfeies took place between the two armies. ' At length,' Kummir 
ad Dien Khan,* the vizier, bring killed as he was at his devotions in 
his'tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul -army, 'and 
Eeefuree Sing-with his Raajcpootes -fled from the field.’ Mecp 
Munnoo, the vizier’s fon, and Suffder Jung, however, difdaincd 
to fiyj-'and by their addrefe reftore^ order in the campr* The next 
day, a magazine of rockets taking fire in the enemy’s camp, num- 
bers of the troops v\crc wounded by the explofion; and^ Ahmed 
Shaw Abdallee, 'cither difheartened by this Jofe, or fatisfied by tlie 
plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towdrds- Cabul, 
which he did unmolcfied. Maliummud Shaw being near his end, 
upon intelligence of the enemy defeat, commanded the pnnee to 
return to Dhely, having firft conferred the governruent of Lahore 
bn MderrMunnoo, as a. reward for his lervices, Belore the royal 
army readied Phriy the emperon expired, agea forty eight years and 
feme months, in the thirty firft year of his reign. His death was 
concealed for fome days, till the arrival of the prince j who on the 
firft of Jemmaud al Awml was feluted emperor in the garden of 
. " Sbahmar j 



Shalimar, ’and on'Fridayr'the twelfth of the, fame. month, -went in 
. roj^il pomp, to the, great mofque, where the khootbah.^sTead^ and 
coins were, ftruck in his name._ '.Mahummud .Shaw -wasjburied in 
the college. br,Nizam*.ad/.Dien,'^in7a ’fepulchre he had ereded on 
•purpofe.,; ,j 

' . Mahummud;Shaw;was not dcftitate of amities and judgment, 
but'had an indolence of difpofition too blameable in:a.fovereign; on 
which account he \vas overruled by his minifters, and governed, by 
■his'domeftid'fervants.:-:-.dde' wasumable to reftore jhe' empire^from 
the -decline’.'it hid fuffered -during -thc.^ reign ;_pf:^erokhfere j.and 
beirigr-veiy -young ; at ,his .acccdion, aod'.-addifted.;to. pleafurc, he 
negledted ‘^publicki.bufinefs ;ifb.,that, diforder. encre^cd. ;‘i^ter ^the 
irivafion of Nadir ■-Shawhe,-became'.di^irited, and,.gave himielf up 
' td:deyotiqmand the.fociety ,of religious. men^. - He,waS;aycrfe from 
oppceffion and.diedding of blood, .and ^the people from ^ffcred 
rip wrong. J.^Whiie, hel lived,,- the, royal .name was‘irefpeaable;’',_and 
.by his. prudence: he luftained.^the .'tottering pillare^pf Ae-^_te..from 
frliing .intd'toml ruin,' but .could not-repair: th,e,unyyieldy;/abric,,: , 

:-if.Kummir.ad Dkn Khan,, vizier, though;. negle^I-of bufmefs, 
and , much addidled to womcniand-.vyme, yctw^ .ibjmerdful and, 
generous, , that , the inhabitants of Dhely, frill .remember-, him^ with 
gratitude andiafreftion,'‘vhotwithftanding hlS‘ incapacityjfDr,.lns.im- 
' portant -fration.."; 


L 
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Ahmed Shaw on his acceffion^ offered the. vizaratr.to Nizatn-al 
Mooikj' who.cxcuredihimfcrffrom accepting it,-on account of -his 
great age, being- in lus hundred andjfourth ycar,;'nor did he-long 
furvivc. this rcfufzJj ^ying about a month -aftenvards in the , vicinity 
of Boorahanporc, the capilaJ-of Khandeihe:. .'He had •governed, the' 
Mogul provinces -.of D^an-for thirty years, as‘ an independabt 
prince,- except -in name, with great.ability and-fuccelis.'! .HeJeft 
behind 'him fix -fons, and was fuccccded in Dekkao by the fecond,- 
Mew Ahmed Nafir Jung j the cldcft,iGha2ee ad Dien,’. refiding'-at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amm. Nizam al Moolk -is much 
venerated in Hindooftan for his wifdom, policy, generofity,- and 
learning;. • ^An account of his “life would fbrm a volume,' which 
may one day-be-preiented to the public. •: 

^ ; i'-m': 'i < rii-'V-'. 

- 'Immediately upon the death of the: nizam the vizamt 'was be- ' 
Howed on' Suffder Jung, who aflumed the whole achniniftration of - 
the imperial authority 5 Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes which 
had been forined of him, ‘giving himfelf up to pleafure,-.and paying • 
no attention to the ai^irs of government. ' Suffder' Jung's firft - 
meafurc^in office, was to attempt the expulfion of the Roliillas 
from Kuttcer, bordering on’ his province of Oude. ■ He for this 
purpofe infligated Kaium Jung, die-navob of Ferokhabad, to de- ■ 
dare -war againfl them,-Ali Mahummud their chief being juft"'- 
dcad, and the country in an imfettled ffate, owing to' the 'minority;' 
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of his fons and the ambitious difputes of their guardians. Kaium 
Jung complied with the willies of the vizier, but was defeated and 
flain by the Rohlllas. 

f , u ' ■ 

Dilappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, Suffder Jung refolved 
to reap advantage from the death of the deluded Kaium Jung. He 
perfuaded the emperor to march towards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
cate his ellatcs. The widow, children, and mother of the navob, 
unable to refift, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
hires. 1 The principal fervants of the deccafed were lent prifoners to 
Ateabad j hut his mother was allowed to keep the city of Ferokh- 
abad and twelve fmall diftriiSs, for thefupport of the family, as tliey 
had been conferred on it in perpetuity by the emppror Ferofchfere. 

The conquered country was committed to the care of the vizier’s 
deputy. Raja Nowd Roy. This ycar,‘i Ahmed Abdallee advahced A.H.i"j62, 
again as fir as Lahore j but being gallantly refilled by bleer Mun- ^ D*‘749» 
noo, he.thougbt' proper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay him the 
revenues of four ditlrifts in that province. 

' ' I 

. The vizier was fcprcely returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, A. H, ir6j. 
a brother of the late Kaium Jung, collciledan army of A%hauns, A. D, 1750. 
and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, by de- 
ftaung Raja NoWil Roy, who was llain in the aflion. The vizier 
was on his march to allill his deputy, when he received accounts of 
his death, and prelied on to revenge it; but the fortune of Ahmed 
Khan prevailed. He, in a general aflion, defeated the vizier, who 
fled to Dhely, trembling for the lafety of his province of Oude, 
now expofed to the refentment of the enemy. 

, Ahpiod Khan immediately after Ids viflory marched to Ale- 
abad, which fortcels he belieged, and difpatclred his Ion Mhamood 
Khan to feize the city of Lucnow. The vizier fummoned an army 1 
of Mharattas to his afliftance, with which, in two months after his 
Von. II. F f lofs. 
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lofs, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the other 
Rohillas, to take fhelter in the hills. Upon his fubmiflion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinflated in the pofleflion of Ferokhabad and a countiy 
producing a revenue of fixteen lacks of rupees j the reft of the 
territories pofTefled by the late Kaium Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas.- The other Rohillas purchafed their 
pardon by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo 
dlftinguifhed by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
from the Raajepootes, who had aflumed independance ; but the 
imperial general was defeated, and returned in difgrace to Dhely. 
The vizier, after his vi<ftoiy, employed himfelf in refettling his 
■wafted provinces. 

4 

This year was diftinguiflied by the death of Nafir Jung, fecond 
fon and fucceflbr to Nizant al Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 
of his own fervants, afttfted by the French, who furprized his 
camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew Muzzuffir Jung, who %vas taken prifoner j but on the death 
of his uncle was placed on the mufnud of Dekkan by the con- 
fpirators. This young ‘prince did not long enjoy his dignity, but 
was alTafnnated almoft immediately after his acceflion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed him to power j when Sullabut Jung, third 
fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuffir Jung. Mr. Bufly was 
created a noble of the" empire, and the northern firkaurs granted 
in jaghire to his nation.* 

This year Ahmed SHaw Abdallee again advanced as ftir as La- 
hore, and was oppofed for four months by Meer Munnoo^ who 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
dilpirited, ^vas 'obliged to fubmit. He was received into favour 

by 

• For a detail of Ihefe events, fee Mr. Orme's elegant liMoty. 
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by tlie conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore and 
Multaun under his authority j and 'thus were thefe two valuable 
provinces torn from tlieir dependance on the defeendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallee, during his hay at Lahore, fent an ambalTador 
to Dhely, demanding concedions' from the emperor; who, much 
alarmed, recalled SufFder Jung to court. The tizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, with his own army, and his 
auxiliary JVIharattasj but Jaweed Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who re- 
treated from Lahore to his own dominions. The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Dhely, and informed the emperor that he muff 
devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiftance on the promife of a large fum of money. At 
till’s period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaiv, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft Ion of the late nizam, elleeming tlie death of his brother 
Nalir Jung, favourable to his claims on the government of Dek- 
kan, offered to pay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor 
would grant him the foubahdary of that country. Ahmed Shaw 
readily complied, and Ghazee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater favours 
when he fhould arrive at his government. 


' The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended in his offices at court; but he was 
much difgufted at the influence of the eunuch Jaweed Khan crer 
the emperor, and the difgracefiil peace made by the fivccrire s 
advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolvcd to reman £~; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him to an ■— ~- er— — s — , 
had him affaflinated by one of his fervants. TIi xffirci eereced 
the emperor againfl: him, and made him reiblve ce ris-'.-a — 


F f 2 
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from his perlbn and the vizahit; but fuch was th6 power of 
SufFdcr Jung, that Ahmed Shaw ddred not for the prefent avow 
his defigns, 

Ghazee ad Dien Khan, With the Mharattas, reached Aurang- 
abad, the capital of Dekkan, unmoleftcd, but died fuddenly, a 
few nights after his arrival at the cityj upon which his followers 
dilperfed, and his body was brought by his domeftics to Dhely. 
He left behind him one fon,’ named Shaab ad Dien, a youth of 
extraordinary abilities. By the intereft of Suffdcr Jung, he was 
appointed to fuccecd his ftdicr as ameer al amra, and received the 
lame titles of Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadur, in addition to his 
own. The firft ufe wHch the young man made of his power, was 
to advife the emperor to proceed to extremities in his refentment 
a^iinft his patron. Ahmed Shaw, accordmgly, removed him from 
his office of meer atuih, and expelled his deputy from the palace. 
Sulfder Jung, unwilling to refift his fovereign, requefted to be 
allowed to retire to his government of Oudc; and the emperor 
confenting, he left Dhely, and encamped at a ftnall diftance from 
it. His friends, however, reprefenting to him the folly of fo 
ealily refigning his power, he changed his intention of repairing 
to Oude, and rcfolvcd to depofe Ahmed Shaw; for which purpofe 
he called the Jaufe to his afliftance, and throwing off his alle- 
giance, fet up a youth as ‘emperor, pretending that he was one of 
the royal Amily who had efcaped from prifon. He befieged Dhely 
for fix months, but was bravely refilled by the young ameer al 
amra. Both parties at length being tired of the war, Suffder 
Jung, on being allowed to keep the provinces of Oude and Ale- 
abad, gave up the pretended prince, and retired to liis govern- 
ment, leaving Ghazee ad Dien Khan in poflcfiion of what authority 
yet remained to 'the imperial name, and his office of vizier was 
conferred on Intizam ad Dowlah, fon of the late vizier, Kummir 
ad Dien Khan, 


Upon 
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Upon the' retreat' of Saifder Jung, Gha2ee ad Dien Khan, 
being joined by an army of Mharattas, which' he had invited into 
his fervice, marched from Dhely againft the Jaut raja, Soorauje 
Mul, who poflefled the province of Agra. The raja, unable to 
keep the field, retired to his ftrongeft fbrtrels, which was fur- 
rounded ; but the miniftcr having no battering cannon petitioned 
the emperor to fend the royal train from Dhely. By this time 
Ahmed Shaw had ‘been alarmed at'the -ambitious proceedings of 
the young ameer al amra, who had-beliaved towards him with 
great haughtinefs, and fliewn little refpeft to the royal authority, 
which made him apprehenfive of his own fafety, fhould he ac- 
quire the rich- conquell of the Jaut territories. Soorauje Mul 
had alfo written privately to court, that if the emperor would 
march to » Sccundra, he would join him with his troops, and free 
him from the impending dangers of tlie treachery of his minifler. 
This petition was enforced by the advice of Intizam ad Dowlah, 
who enjoyed the chief confidence of the emperor and Ids' mother, 
to whofe affeftions he had fucceeded on the death of Jaweed Khan. 
Ahmed Shaw refufed the cannon, and marched from Dhely with 
a fmall army of houfehold guards, but a cumbrous train of fol- 
lowers and baggage, carrying with him all the ladies of the haram, 
to Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien, on intelligence of this, detached a' 
party of Mharattas to impede his progrels. Thefe plunderers fur- 
prized the royal camp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother 
and vizier, made their efcape in covered litters to Dhely, with a 
■few attendants; leaving their unhappy followers 'to the mercy of 
the enemy. On this occafion, all the infignia of royalty, the im- 
perial baggtge, and many princefles of the Timur family, (among 
whom -was the widow of Mahummud Shaw) fell into the Iiands 
of the Mharattas. After 'the confufion of viflory and confequent 
plunder, the ladies were releafed, and fumilhed with an efcort 
to Dhely. 

Ghazee 

“ A town between Dhely and Agra. 
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A. H. 1167. Ghazee ad Dien now returned to Dhely, and afiuming the 
A.D. J753. vizarut from Intizam ad Dovviah, depofed the unfortunate Ahmed 
Shaw, who was blinded, and ojnfined with his mother in Se- 
leemgur. Yezzeez ad Dien, Ion of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was 
proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This 
event happened on Sunday, the tenth of Shaubaun, 1167. 

TJiis year died Suffder Jung, late vizier, and foubahdar of Oude, 
and was fucceeded in his government and eftates by his fon Shujah 
ad Dowlah. 
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GhAZEE ad.Dien Khan, upon the eftafaliniment oi the new 
emperor’s adminiftration, marched from Dhely, carrying the pa 
geant monarch with him, intending to wreft Lahore and Multaun 
from the Abdallee conqueror. Meer Munnoo, the governor, being 
lately dead, and the eonfequent confufion of affairs promifing fuc- 
cefs to his defigns j but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry 
the officers treacheroully feized his perfon, and treated him with 
peat mdigmty. His other troops were afraid to aft whde he was 
in the hands of an enemy. The emperor, who was difgufted at 
the haughtmefs of his miniffer, encouraged the mutineers, and 

hands. In this dangerous crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of 
Ghazee did not forfafce him. He foothed the difcontented officers 
with affhrances of paying their arrears and forgetting their d.fi-,. 
peft to his perfon. They releafed him; and the firff ufe he m d" 

offfis freedom was, to order Nujeeb ad Dowlah with his followers 

to fall upon the revolted corps. Numbers were flaughtered and 

pretence 
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pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his defigns 
of feizing the government from the widow. Upon his arrival at 
Lodiana, he difpatched a fplendid efcort and a letter to her mother, 
demanding his bride. . She complied with hiS requeft, and com- 
mitted the young lady to the charge of his emifliines, with her 
marriage portion, happy to purchafe fo eafily the protedUon of 
the vizier. While engaged in the feflivities of his nuptials, the 
minifler difpatched fuddenly a confiderabic force to Lahore, and 
the governefs, not fufpefling treachery, was feized and conduced 
with her treafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred 
the government of the province on Adeena Beg Khan for an 
advance of thirty lacks of rupees. Upon the accomplifliment 
of this affair he returned to Dhely ; but the widow of Meer 
Munnoo was not to be appeafed, threatening him with fpeedy 
vengeance for her affronts, from Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, her 
fovereign. Shortly indeed were her alTurances fulfilled,* ahd the 
unfortunate fubjedls of Hindooftan feverely punifhed for the avarice 
of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefs efcaped the danger, 
which his infidious policy inflifted on the people. 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee immediately on intelligence of the 
vizier^s treachery marched from Candahar to Lahore, which was 
evacuated on his approach, and purfued his route to Dhely. 
Ghazee ad Dien, knowing himfelf incapable of refilling fuch an 
enemy, begged forgivenefs of his mother in law, and obtaining 
her recommendations to the Shaw, fet out for his camp with a 
few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him feverely for his trea- 
cherous condudl, but confented to pardon him, on'promife of 
A.H.1170. a large contribution from Dhely. To the capital the minifler 
A. D. 1756. accompanied him, and, like Nadir Shaw, the conqueror took up 
’ his refidence in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulumgeer, 
being incapable of reiiflance, affe< 51 ed to receive him as a royal 
guefi. Dhely was for many days given up to the mercilefs plun- 
der 
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der of the foldiery, whofe avarice was infatiable. Such was their 
cruelty in gratifying it, that numbers of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put tliemfelvcs to death, with their women, to efcape difgrace. 

A whole month palled in terror and alarms. The houfe of the 
late Kummir ad Dien Khan was plundered, and thole families 
who had been fortunate enough to cfcape the rapacity of Nadir 
Shaw, were now allb involved in ruin. Unfatisficd with the 
wealtli of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched agamll: tlie Jaut raja, 
Soorauje Mul, who polTelTed the province of Agra, and difpateh- 
ed Ghazee ad Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two 
princes of the houfe of Timur, to raife contributions from the 
Doaub, or countries lying between the Ganges and Jumna rivers. 

Ghazee 'ad Dien being arrived at Ferothabad, Ahmed Khan 
BunguHi, the foubahdar, purchafed his fafety by a fum of money, 
and joined him with his troops j the miniller intending to purfue 
his march into the territories of the young navob of Oude, Shujah 
ad Dowlah, who, fufpedling his deligns, had marched with all 
,his forces to tire frontier of his country, and was joined by the 
navob Saadoollah Klian, chief of the Rohillas, an alliance then 
fublilling between them. Ghazee, after tiying in vain to de- 
tach Saadoollah from his friend, thought it pmdent to fulpend 
holKlities, and finally to give over his deligns upon Oude, on 
Shujah’s confenting to pay him an offering of five lacks of rupees 
for the young princes. He halted hon ever at Ferokhabad, being 
unwilling to return to the Afghaun conqueror without tire firms 
he had promifed him, , , 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who had -marched againll: the raja 
Soorauje Mul, after taking Bullumgur, a ftrong fortrefs, and • 
infliaing a general mallacre on the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra, 

(a city venerated as holy among the Hindoos,- and the refort of 
pilgrims from all parts of the empire) was employed in reducing ' 

eg tht 



aurungzebe's successors. 

the citadel of Agra, which the imperial governor had rcfufed to 
furrender; when a plague breaking out in his eJamp obliged 
kim to think of retreating, left his army fliould be fo reduced, 
as to leave him a pre)r to the refentment of the conquered. 
He, accordingly, raifed the fiege of Agra, and returned to Dhely, 
near which he was met by the wretched Aulumgeer, who en- 
treated him not to leave him in the power of his oppreflivc 
minifter GJiazee ad Dien Khan. At his requeft, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah was appointed ameer al amra, and enjoined to protect 
his mafter againft the power of the vizier. At tltis time, the 
two widows of the late Mahummud Shaw, fearful of refiding 
longer in Dhely, offered the daughter of that emperor to Ah- 
med Shaw, and petitioned for an alylum for themfelves in his 
dominions. He accepted the princels in marriage, and -com- 
plied with the requeft of the fulianas, who accompanied him 
to Candahar, to which he proceeded immediately after the cele- 
bration of his nuptials. His fon Timur Shaw, who was mar- 
ried at the fame time to a daughter of Aulumgeer was left with 
a confidcrable force at the city of Lahore. 

During thefe calamities in the capital of the empire, Dek- 
kan was alfo vexed by revolutions. Monfieur Buffy, the French 
general, who had obtained the foie influence in the court of 
the nizam Sullabut Jung, was governed in his turn by the ad- 
vice of Hyder Jung, a. native nobleman, who led him as he 
pleafed. Mr. Bully continued to conduft the affairs of Dek- 
kan, till, by the intrigues of Nizam Alee, brother to Sullabut 
Jung, his counfcllor Hyder Jung being afiafllnated, and the Englifh, 
who had patronized Mahummud Alec Khan in the province of 
Arcot, growing pow’erful, he obliged to return into the 
French territories to the afliftance of liis countrymen, Nizam 
Alec, being without a rival, depofed'his brother, and aflunied 
the government j but liis power was much curtailed by the Mha- 

rattas. 
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rattas, who obliged him to refign'a great part of his terri- 
tories, and pay a tribute for the remainder. The Englifli, after 
a long flrugglc with the French, took Pondicherry, which they 
deftroyed, and obtained from the nizam* a grant of the jag- 
hires which had been given to their competitors in Dekkan. ‘ 

Upon the retreat of Ahmed Shaw Abdallce, Ghazee ad 
Dien Khan having prevailed on the riavob of Ferokhabad, 
Ahmed Khan Bangufli, "^to join him with his troops, and call- 
ed to his afilftance an* army’ of Mharattas under Ragonaut 
Raow and Holkar, marched to Dhcly. The 'emperor 'and Nu- 
jeeb ad Dovviah, after a fiegc of forty five days, were obliged 
to fubmit to the enemy. Nujeeb ad Dowlah, by bribing the 
Mharattas, obtained leave to retire to his government ^ but the 
wretched emperor was left in the power of his filinifier. Ah- 
med -Khan was appointed ameer al amra,^as a return for his 
fervicesr Ghazee ad Dien now poflefled uncontrouled what little 
of the imperial power remained to the pofleflbr of Dhely, but his 
jcalouiy was alarmed by the emperor's eldefi: fon. Alee Gohur, 
who had obtained from his father a jaghire in tlie vicinity of 
the capital, bnd was employed in raifing contributions from it, 
for his fupport, at the head of a finaH body of troops. Thd 
vizier obliged the emperor to recall the prince, who returned 
to Dhelyj but the artifices of the minifter 6ould nbt prevail 
upon him to enter the citadel, where he knew he thould be 
made a prifoner, Ghazee, enraged at his refiftance, furrounded 
his ' palace, when the prince, by a gallant effort, cut his way 
with a very few brave followers throogh the troops, and made 
his efcape to Nujeeb ad Dowlah, who proteiled him for eight 
.months j at the expiration of which he marched to' try his 
fortune in Bengal, the navob of which province, Serauje ad 
* U g 2 Dowlah 

* Thefc events are amply detailed in the works of Meflrs. Orme and Cambridge, 
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Dowlah had been depofed by the affiftance of the Engliih, and 
Meer Jafiier fet up in his room. 

Ghazee ad Dien Klian» difappointed in his attacks on the 
prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad Dowlah, liis 
protedlor, and for this purpofe called in an army of Mharat- 
tis, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, who in\aded hiS 
country, which he defended agamft them for fome months, being 
affifted by the navob of Oude and the Rohillas , when the Mha- 
rattas, at length, agreed for a fum of money to grant him peace, 
being called upon tp defend their newly acquired territories m 
Lahore, which were threatened with lofs by the approach of 
-Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, apprehenfive 
of the rcfentment of that prince for the indignities (hewn to 
Aulumgeer, and the removil of Nujeeb ad Dowlah from the 
pofl: of ameer al amra conferred upon him by Abdallee, afiafli- 
nated his unhappy fovereign, and leaving Dhely in poflelfion of 
the Mharattas, retired to one of the fortrefles of Raja Soorauje 
Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave him protedlion *Mohee al 
Sunnut, fon of Kaum Bukhfti, and grandlon of Aurungzebe, 
was feated on the throne, by the title of ^ Shaw Jehaun, and in- 
fulted with the empty name of emperor. 

When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with 
Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to beftow 
a confiderable trail of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan, 
the general of the late Meet Munnoo, who was at the head of 
a confiderable body of troops Adeena Beg accepted his offer, 
and for fomc tirre remained fiithful in his employment, but, 
being at length fufpicious of Jehaun Khan’s intentions towards 
him, he quitted his office, and retired to the hill' with his fol- 
lowers, where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con- 
junilion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra- 


• Reviver of rchpon. 
> King of the world 


wee 



2 


AULUMGEER _THE SECOND. . 

wee and Suttulludge. Jehaun Khan fent againft him Mofaud 
Khan, who was defeated, and the Durannies driven from feveral 
places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shumflieer Bahadur, and 
Holkar,' had reached the vicinity of Dhely with an army of Mha- 
rattas, to whom Adeena Beg Khan difpatched frequent invita- 
tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirhind they 
were oppofed by the governor, whom they defeated and took 
prifoner j after which they proceeded to Lahore by forced marches. 
Jehaun Khan, after fome fltirimfhing, found himfelf unequal 
to defence againft fuch fuperior numbers, and flying with Timur 
Shaw in the greateft hafte, evacuated the country. His retreat 
I put the vidtors in pofleflion of the provinces of Lahore and Mul- 
taun ; the former of which they conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan, 
on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum of * feventy five 
lacks of rupees; and retreated to Dhely. On the rains approach- 
ing, they marclied back to Defckan, but left a body of troops 
under Junko, aSs foubahdar of Ajmere, to protedl their con- 
quefts. 

The -next' year, Adeena Beg .Khan dying, Junko gave the 
government of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be- 
tween the rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Khan, and ap- 
pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refide at Lahore as fou- 
bahdar, who extended his dependancies as far north as the river 
Attok. During thefe 'events, the Mharatta power had fpread 
itfelf in almoft every province of Hindooftan^ when Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shnjah ad Dowlah united, to pre- 
vent, if poilible, the total overthrow of Mahummedan exiflence 
in the empire. Nujeeb ad Dowlah was at this time clofely 
blocked up at Sukkertal ; and though Shujah ad Dowlah had 
in tome meafure aflifted him, yet the number of the enemy was 
fo fuperior, that there was httle profpeil of long holding out 

againft 
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agalnft them. The Hindoo princes alfo were equally opprefled 
by the Mharattasj who. though of the' fame faith, only left ii 
bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. Both Muflul- 
mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, ‘that he 
would march and alTume the throne of Dhely, in which they 
promifed to fupport him. The Abdallee, enraged at the feizure 
of Lahore by the Mharattas, was rejoiced at the invitation, which 
affured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he refolved to accept it. He advanced without delay acrofs the 
Attok, iand drove the Mharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated alfo upon his arrival. They were joined in their 
flight by Suddeek Beg Khan, the widow of Adeena Beg, and their 
other renters ; nor did they flop til! tliey had reached the vicinity 
of Dhely- From Lahore, Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely. 
Upon IntelUgcncc of his approach reaching Duttah Smdia, that 
cHcf raifed the blockade of Nujeeb ad Dowlah’s camp, without 
finiihiog a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eighty thoufand horfe againft Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had crofled the Jumna, on account of the great fcarcity 
of provifions in the high road from Lahore, owing to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered and laid wafle 
the country in their flight, in order to retard his purfuit, and, 
perhaps, oblige him to retreat to his aim country for w'ant of 
fubfilhince. He was foon joined by the chiefs Nujeeb ad Dowlah, 
SaadooUah Khan, Hafir Khamut, and Doondec Khan, who fup- 
plicd his army with grain and other ncccfiaries from their terri- 
tories eaft of the Ganges, The Mharattas encamped near Dhely, 
and Ahmed Shaw marched to give them battle. For fome days, 
the Duranny remained hovering round their camp, and fkir- 
raifliing only took place between detached parties on cither lidc. 
At length Duttah, diftrefled for provifjons, having lirfl fent off 
his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a fmall party, determined 
to hazard a battle. With his whole army difmounted, he drew 

up 
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up in 'front of his camp, inviting the Dutannies to .iftion. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fucceeded, in 
which, at laft, Duttah and the greateft part of his troops were 
cut to pieces. Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after 
the viitory, haftened in purfuit of Junko, and did not quit it 
till he arrived at Narnoul. ' Here he received intelligence that 
Hoikar, who was the Mharatta chief an the Jeypore country, 
had marched to Soorauje Mul, chief of the 'Jauts, whom he 
endeavoured to prevail upon , to join him ; but he alleged in his 
excuCe fat not conaplyiag, that he could not fpare troops from, 
his garrilbns, which he mull defend againfl the Durannies. Hoikar 
upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, * twenty cofr 
to the .eaftward of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had colleifred 
ftores'of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw's army, 
hoping to diftrefs him by,feizing themj but the Rohillas had ^ 
takeni the precaution to move the grain acrofs the Ganges. ^ 
The Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Shaw Puflund JChan 
with a body of horfe againfl Hoikar. 'In the Ipace of twenty . 
four hours he marched with fifteen thoufand horfe from Nar- 
noul to Dhely, the diftance of ‘feventy cols, and only remain- 
ing a day at that city for refrefliraent, croffed the Jumna the 
night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, where 
Hoikar was encamped. The Mharatta chief was completely fur- 
prized, and had fcarce time to make his efcape quite naked, with 
about three hundred followers. The reft of his troops were 
either killed or taken pnfoners, and a great plunder fell into the 
hands of the vidlors. Ahmed Shaw moved from Narnoul to 
Dhely ; and at the approach of the rains croffed the Jumna to 
canton at Secundra, for the convenience of being, fupphed with 
provifions, as the country round Dhely, on the weflem bank 

- of 

• Fony miles. 

' One hundred and forty miles. 
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of the Jumna, had been laid wafle and dcfolatc by his own 
and the enemy’s depredations. ’ * 

When intelligence of Duttah Sindia’s defeat and death^ the 
lofs of Lahore, Dhely, and the overthrow of Holkar, reached 
Dekkan, Suddaflieo l^ow, commonly called Bhaovv, nephew to 
Baliajee, the pefiiwa, and feveral other chiefs of the firft note,' 
and an army of fepoys, ‘dilciplined in the European method, 
artiller)', and an innumerable hoft of cavalry, marched to regain 
their poflefiions in Hindooftan. Upon the arrival of this army 
near Agra, Soorauje Mul, the Jaut raja, was prevailed upon by 
Mulhar and Holkar, who had taken refuge with him, to vifit 
the Bhaow ; and at Muttra, Ghazee ad Dien Khan with a few 
• followers joined them. 

A. H. 1173. Suddalheo Bhaow, as the rapidity and depth of the Jumna 

A. 0.17^9. ^vould not permit him to crofs and attack the Duranny ShawJ 
marched to Dhely, which he entered, and immediately com- 
menced an aflault upon the palace. One attack was made at 
the lion bailion, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkar and 
Junko endeavoured to force the gate, but in vain. At length, 
five hundred men with matchlocks, under Eetul Raow, fcaled 
the walls near the lion balhon, and forced their way to the doors 
of the royal haram. Some Duranmes now ruftied from Selcem- 
ghur, and by a volley laid twelve of the allailants dead; which 
fo alarmed the reft, that they in the greateft diforder turned 
their backs, and threw then^fclvcs over the walls. The Mha- 
ratta chiefs then retired to the palace of Saadoollah Khan. They 
erefled batteries in different places, and Ibrahim Khan Gardee, 
who commanded the difciplined fepoys and artillery, brought 
three pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of 
the Jumna, with which he battered the lion baftion, the odta- 
gonal tower, and the royal haram. Great part of the private 
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audience Kail, and other apartments were damaged, and the 
unfortunate confined pnnces and pnncefles thrown into terror 
and confufion For feme days cannonading continued, at the 
end* of which, Yacoob Ah Khan, the Duranny governor, find- 
ing provifions fall fhort, and feeing that no alfiflance could 
reach him from Ahmed Shaw, on account of the fulnefs of the 
Jumna, propofed to furrender the palace, on condition of beingj 
allowed to march out unmolefted, with his followers and ef- 
fects. His offer was complied with, and, evacuating the fort,^ 
he eroded the Jumna in boats with his garrifon, and proceeded 
to the camp of Ahmed Shaw The Bhaow ga%e the com- 
mand of the garnfon to Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diftindlion. 

The Bhaow, though he had the prefumption to aipire at the 

empire of Hmdooftan, was low and mean m his adlions. He 

broke down the ceiling of the grand hall of au^dience, which 

was of filver, and melted it for com. The gold and filver plate 

at the tombs of * Nizam ad Dien Oulcah, and thofe at the fe- 

pulchres of the emperors, as cenfers, lamps, and candlefticks, 

he alfo feized , and was guilty of every plunder exprelfive of a 

little mind He had the imprudence to remain at Dhely, though 

the utmoft fcarcity of provifions prevailed, owing to the country- 

adjacent having been the feene of war for four years fuccef- 

fively. Towards the conclufion of the rams, he marched out 

to plunder the little cultivation which had taken place On 

the twenty ninth of Suffir he placed Shaw ‘’Jewan Bukht, fon A. H. 1174. 

of Alee Gohur Shaw Aulum, on the throne, and appoint- A* 

ed Shujah ad Dowlah his vizier, to whom firmauUs were fent, 

VoL. H, ^ H h 'in 

• A celebrated Mahommedan faint. 

*’ The fame prince, who, in the year 1784, made his efcape from Dhely, 
and threw hinfclf on the proteflion of Mr -Haftmgs, v.ho, by his influence 
vith the vitter, oltaned for him an allowance of forty thoufand pounds per 
annum On his death a liberal lharc of this penfion was continued to his 
vomen and family, v.ho yetTcfde at Banaras, under the Enghlh proteflion. 
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in hopes that this' meafure would breed dlfientlon between him 
and ‘Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Having left Naroo Sunker in 
Dhcly to command the garrifon, he at length ’ marched with 
his army to Gunjeporah, where Abd'al Summud Khan/ Nuja- 
but Khan, and Koottub Khan, with the zemindars bf the coun- 
tr)% were ftationed to procure grain for the Duranny’camp. He 
laid fiege to the fort, which fell in n few days, and the chiefs 
were all flain in the ftorm. 

The Duranny Shaw, immediately upon receiving mtelligcnce 
of this event, though the river Jumna was not yet fafely for- 
dable, gave orders for march, and fwam with his army acrofs 
the river at Pakput near Dhely, though not without the lofs 
of many men, who were drowned in the attempt; which, how- 
ever, fo adonhhed the Bhaow, who had marched to plunder 
the town of Sirhind, that he gave up the defign, and returned 
with precipitation to Panniput. He had with him one hun- 
dred and forty thoufand horfe, commanded by the moft cele- 
brated and veteran Mharatta chiefs, befidcs his corps of fepoys 
and artillery; but, with this great force, not thmking himfelf 
equal to engage the Abdallee, he entrenched himfelf on a plain 
to the north of Panniput. The Duranny army foon arrived 
near Inm, and Ahmed Shaw fenl out parties to prevent grain 
from paffing to his camp. Daily' Ikirmilhes took place be- 
tween bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw find- 
ing that nothing 'would force the Mharattas from their camp, 
refolved upon ah alTauIt. Jehaun Khan, Puflund Khan, and 
Nujeeb ad Dovvlah, formed the van, and were followed by the' 
other Indian chiefs. The Mharattas on their approach drew 
out at a little diftance in front of their lines. The adhon be- 
gan with much fury at twelve o'clock, and continued doubt- 
ful with great daughter till near twilight, when the Rohifla' 
, infantry 
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Iniantiy of Nujeeb ad Dowlah forced their way into the ene- 
my's works, and Bulwunt^Jlaow,. sl near relation tO’theBhaow, 
was 'killed,, with a great number of men 5 ' but, night coming 
on, Ahmed tShaw ordered a retreat, and the flruggle ceafed. 
Famine and ficknels raged in the^ Mharatta Camp, and num- 
bers died every day^ but they ftdl held out, in hopes of being 
fhortly fupplied with provllions by Govind Pundit, the chief of 
Etawa and Korah, who had been oolledting gram and money, 
^’hich he had brought as far as Shawdirruk near Dhely, ivxth 
an efcort of ten tboufand horfe, intending to march up on the 
lide of the Jumna oppoiite the Shaw’s camp, and by degrees 
join his friends. Ahmed Shaw had intelligence of his motions, 
and fent Atta Beg.Duranny, with five thoufand horfe, to inter- 
cept him. This chief eroded the Jumna, and in two days by 
forced marches reached Shawdirruk, where he ^furprized and put 
to death the deputy of Naroa Sunkcr, and all his people. 
From thence he advanced to Ghazee ad ,Dien Nuggur, and 
cutoif a party jof the enemy at that place* Pie then hafiened 
to Jellallabad, where Govind Pundit had arrived with his con- 
voy the lame day. He was completely furprized, and his fol- 
lowers moftly fled. Thofe who refilled were cut to pieces, 
with himfclf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy^ with 
the head of Govind Pundit, was condu^led to Ahmed Shaw 5 
who by this llroke completed ' the blockade of the Mharatta 
camp beyond relief. The enemy’s ftation was now rendered in- 
tolerable by filth of every kind, numbers dying every day of 
famine and ficknefs. The chiefs held a confultation, and agreed,, 
that as by remaining in entrenchments they mufl perilli w'ith 
difeafe and hunger, it was better to hazard a battle, and, if 
defeated, fly to Dekkan. They marched out of their camp, 
and advanced, with their artillery in front, towards the army 
of the Shaw, who was prepared for their reception, and per- 
H h 2 « mitted. 
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niittcd thcin to move & confidcr&Wc diftsncc ironv their works* 
At length the Afghauns rnihed upon them with fuch fury, as 
not to give them, time to ufc their cannon. Little reliftance 
was made, as. the “Bhaow -was killed almoft on the onfet, 
wiiich had an immediate elfe£fc on his troops, who fell into 
confufion. Junko and many other chiefs of note fell, and the 
rout^ became general. Ibrahim Khan Gardec with his fepoys 
made /ome ftand, but were overpowered, and cut to pieces. 
The field floated with the Wood of the numerous flain. TvVo 
and twenty thoufand men and women were taken prifoners, 
and the plunder of the Mharatta camp exceeded all valuation. 
A great train of artilleiy, fifty thouiand horfes, two hundred 
thoufand cattle, fetcral thoufand camels, and five hundred ele- 
phants, formed 'a part of this vaft capture. But this was not 
all the lofs of the enemy? for thofe who had cfcaped from 
the hands of the Durannies were moflly put to death in the 
villages, where they had hoped to find refuge ? and of the 
chiefs of any rank, only three, among tvhom was Holkar Mul- 
har, found their way to Dckkan In that country the in« 
tcUigence of the defeat fpread an univerfal conftemation, and 
threw the Mharatta ftates into a confufion, Irom which, had the 
princes of Hindooflan followed the blow by a unity of a(3ion 
among themfelves, they never could have recovered. Bat the 
nobles of Hindooflan had no fooncr rid themfelves of this 
general enemy, than their animofities revived agamft each other. 
The Duranny Shaw after his^ viftory marched to Dhely, where 
he continued fome months. Before liis departure, he acknow- 
ledged Shaw Aulum as emperor of Hmdoofian, and com- 
manded 

« Scicral prelenders have fince flarted up, ealltng themfelves the Bhacw. 
In 17*9 one appeared at Banaras, and began to levy troops and raife diflurb- 
anccs m the city, upon which he was feized, and con6ned m the Englifli 
Bamron of Ghunar, from whence he was relcafcd by Mr. Hafimgs in 1782. 



AULUWG'EE'R the 'second. 

mahded 'Shujah'''ad'-DowIah ■ and' the- other 'chiefs to ’futmit" fo^' 
his .authority; .-Sultan - Jevvnn - Bukht ■ was -‘continued - oh' -the- 
throne as regent, till', his -father/'-theh m'Ben^l,' fhould’ re- 
turn. to .Dhely; and .Nu]eeb' ad'^'pdmlih was- cntrufted- -^ith 
the 'cafe' of the city and protedtidn of the -royal- family. 
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A. H. 1175. ShUJAH ad Dowlah having received the khekut of the 
A. D. 1761. vizarut ftom Shaw Aulum, who was on his march from Patna> 
where he had been acknowledged by the "EngUlh, and the 
navob Meer Caufim Khan, haftened to receive him on the 
confines of his province^ at the river Caramnaik. From thence 
the emperor and vizicf marched into Bondekund, and feized 
feveral diftriiks from the Mharattas, not yet recovered from 
their late defeat." At the conclufion of this campaign, Meer 
Caufim having been expelled from Bengal by the Englifli, 
threw himfelf on the prote£Uon. of the vizier, who agreed to 
aflifl him in the recovery of his territories, when the events 
followed which are rektcd in die account of die afiairs of 
Bengal, following this hiftoiy^ 

Nujeeb ad Dowlah, on the departure of Ahmed Shaw Ab« 
dallee, being in pofieffion of Dhely, was fhortly after attacked 
by Soorauje Mul, raja, of the Jauts, who had already extended 
his authority over the capital of Agra and its dependancies ; but 
the raja being flain, as he was imprudently riding out with a 
thin attendance too near the enemy's hne, his army fled, and the 
ameer al amra obtained an almoft bloodJefr vi(ftory. He was 
how’ever fhortiy after attacked by Jowahir Mul, the ion and fuc- 
, ' ceflbr 

• A particular account of »Ks, and other tran/iaions of Shaw Aulum in 
Bengal, will he fcea in the fuftoiy of that province, in this \oJume. 
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ceflbr of Soorauje Mol, when Dhely fuflbred tlic hardfliips of a 
liege for forty two di)sj at the expiration of which, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah obtained a peace.by making feme conccflions to the yonng 
raja. From this time he governed Dhely," and the few didrias 
yet in pofleffion of the royal family, with moderation and jufticc, 
till his death i when he was focceedcd in his dominions by his 
fon Zabtah Khan, who continued to protea the royal family j the 
emperor Shaw Aulum redding at Aleabad, with the Englilh. 

Shaw Aulum at len^h growing tveaiy of his retirement at A.H. itS^. 
Aleabad, and finding, after repeated, applications, that he could A. D.177I. 
not obtain ihe afiiftance of the Engldh to put him in pofleflion 
of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to 
extend his real power beyond the limits of the two finall pro- 
vinces of Aleabad and Korah, reiblved to quit their proteQion, 
and call in the Mharattas to efcort him to the capital of the 
empire, near which a conliderable army was encamped. 1 To this 
refolution he was urged on by HuQiam ad Dowlah, his favourite, 
who hoped to acquire the foie adminiflration of the royal affairs, 
lliould the emperor leave Alealiad, where his power was con-- 
trauled by Moneer ad Dowlah, an old minifter, who enjoyed the 
confidence and fupport of the Englifh, and with juffice, as a re- 
fpeSable charaiffer, the favourite being a weak man, and known 
chiefly as the,pander of tlie loofer pleafurcs of his royal maffer. 

The Vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, though apparently againfl the 
meafure, yet prwately encouraged Hufliam ad Dowlah to perfuade 
the emperor to march, and even gave him a fum of money, as 
a proof of his friendlhip ; for he regarded the prefence of Shaw 
Aulum with the Enghlli, as a bar to the fuccefs of plans in which 
he required their afliftance. Moneer ad Dowlah, who was well 
acquainted with the charafter of the Mharattas, and forefaiv that 
his mafter would in the end fall a prey to their treachery, en- 
deavoured, but in vain, to perfuade him againft giving up the _ 

' ' com- . 
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comfortable afylum of Aleabad, and the folid revenue he enjoy- 
ed from the EngUflt proteftion, for the acquihcion of a defolated 
capital. The preCdency of Calcutta alfo remonllrated j but Shaw 
Aulum! was determined. He marcJied from Aleabad, and was 
accompahied as far as the frontiers of Korah by the vizier and 
Sir Robert Barker, commander in cl\ief of the Englilh forces. 
The latter, at taking leave, renewed his advice that his Majefty 
would rernain with his nation ; but Shaw Aulum was impatient 
to fee himielf Enthroned in the palace of his anceftors. He moved 
onwards to Ferokhabad, the navob of which, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gufli, being lately dead, his eftates and efFedts, according to the 
ufage of the empire, had reverted to the crown. His fon and 
fucceflbr, Muzzuffir Jung, on the payment of five lacks of rupees, 
as a compofition for the royal demand, was confirmed in the pof. 
feflions of his father. Shaw Aulum now bad a refpedablc trea- 
fury, having made coniiderable lavings from the revenue paid him 
by the Englilh, and allb obtained an advance of twenty two lacks 
of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tribute for the enfuing year, 
from the vizier and Moncer ad Dowlah. His army, though fmall, 
was well appointed; and he had two battalions of ftpoys, which 
had been difeiplined by ‘Englilh officers. 

After 

• The officers were removed on the march of Shaw Aulum. Different opini- 
ons have prevaUed on the policy or impolicy of the EngUflt not joining the 
emperor. Had they accompani^’d him tvith a brigade, their conHuerts wo^d 
douhllefs have been fplendid ; but to prefers e them they muff have inevitably 
taken the lead in all public affairs To fome native nobles changes muff have 
occurred from that very circumflance, and ihc council of Bengal knew they wou’d 
have been loudly repref«\ted to our countrymen as aSs or barbaniy in the ftig- 
matized fervants of the company. My countrymen, compare inipanlally our con- j 
dunlin tbc affairs of Bengal, with that of th<* native yiSors; and let the preju- 
dices excited by infereffed, abuCve, and, perhaps, envious eloquence, give place to 
the proper feelings of Engldhmen, on difcovering that the honrur ofourcountry \ 
has not been fulUed by Engbfhmcn in India. At home, you have feen falfe 
patriots daily. Believe me, vre are not fo treacherous in India. Failcrity wiU 
do us juffice. 
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, After a ftay of nearly two months in the vicinity of Ferok- 
habad, the emperor moved to Nubby Gunge,, twenty five cofs 
nearer Dhely ; , where he was joined by Sindia, a Mharatta 
chief, who came to fettle- the terms of fervice,' and to efcort 
him to tite camp of his principal Bifliijee, then encamped near 
Dhely. Moneer ad Dowlah had been left in charge of the 
provinces of Aleabad and Korah; lb that Hulliam ad Dowlah 
had now attained- his. willied for office of ailing minifter. He 
agreed to pay the Mharattas ten lacks of rupees, when the 
emperor iliould be put in pofleffion of Dhely; but they infilled 
upon the fum in advance ; which, after much negotiation was 
given them, and they performed the conditions. About tlie lat- 
ter end of December 177 1, Shaw Aulum made his entiy into 
Dhely, and received the congratulations of his family, and the 
inhabitants of the ancient capital of Hindooftan. 

< The emperor’s ftay in Dhely was but Ihort.' 'He had re- 
folved on the' ruin of Zabtah Khan, for which many reafons 
are affigned. He had, it tvas faid, been deficient in lefpefl 
to the royal authority while Shaw Aulum refided at Alea- 
bad; and it was alfo whifpered, that during his command in 
the palace of Dhely, he had abufed his truft, by corrupting 
the ladies of the haram, particularly the princefs Khieroonifla, 
the emperor's filler; a condudl certainly deferving the royal dif- 
pleafure. Whatever were the caufes, Shaw Aulum had deter- 
mined to feize his territories, and the Mharattas readily agreed 
'to alfift him, not only from the hope of plunder,' but of gra- 
tifying their revenge for the loflcs they had fufFe’red from 
Nujeeb ad Dowlah; to vvhofe courage the _vjdlory of Shaw 
. Ahmed Abdallee at Panniput had been greatly owing.’ 

Shaw Aulum marched again in January 1772, not 'more 
than twenty days after his arrival at Dhely, with an army of 
Voi. II. I i ninety 
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ninety thoufand men, chiefly Mharatta cavalry, and without 
delay entered the diftrifts of Zabtah Khan; who, unable to 
refifl: fuch a force in the field, evacuated his capital of Ghofe 
Ghur, which was plundered, and fled acrofs the Ganges, hoping 
to defend his territories on the caftem bank of that nver, 
which he trufted would^ impede the ropl progrefs. He llationed 
troops at the different fords j but tliis Hep weakened his 
main body, and was the caufc of his dcftruftion. Nujeef Khan 
gallantly eroded the nver, and dtfperfed the troops at one of 
the fiations, when he was followed by the chief part of the 
Mharatta army; after which Zabtah Klian made but little re- 
fiftance. He fled to Pattergur, where he had depoflted his 
women and treafures, but was Co clofcly purfued, that he had 
not time to remove them. This place furrendered after a few 
days’ Cege, and his family and eflefts fell into the hands of 
the enemy j but Zabtah Khan, with a few attendants, made 
his cfcdpe to the camp of the vizier, Shujah ad Dowdah, who 
was advanced to Shav^-abad, the frontier city of his dominions, 
to watch the motions of the iVlharattas, attended alfo by Sir 
Robert Barker, with four battalions of fepoys, and ibme officers 
appointed to difcipHne the vizier’s regular, battalions. The firft 
brigade, under Colonel Champion, had alfo marched as far as 
Banaras, to be ready to join the vizier in cafe of neceffity. 
The dry fcafon was fpent by the royal army in redudng the 
remainder of Zabtah Khan’s pofleffions and part of Rohilcund, 
the chiefs of which fled for refuge to the hills adjacent, and 
the, principal one, Hafiz Rbamut, repaired to the camp of Shu- 
jah ad Dowlah to purchafe liis protection. , 

At the approach of the ixuns, the IVIharattas prefled the 
cmjjeror- to canton at Burrclly, the capital of Hafiz Rhamut’s 
country, promifing, at the conclufion, to reduce all Rohilcund 
to the royal , authority, and 'men to attack Shujah ad Dowlah 
. and 
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and the EnglUli; hut Shaw Aulum abfolutcly declined moleft- 
ing the vizier or his alheSj and infiftcd on returning to Dhelyj 
to winch, much againft their wills, they at length confented. 

This campaign ended very Uttle to the fatisfadlion of the 
emperor, for the Mharattas paid him but little refpecft, and 
allowed him fcarce any /hare of the plunder or territory ac- 
quired by the war. They alfo rc/lored to Zabtah Khan his 
women and children, for a ranfom of a lack and half of ru- 
pees, which tvas generoufly advanced him by Shujah ad Dowlah. 

Shaw Aulum, upon hfs return to Dhcly, rewarded the fer- 
vices of his general Nujeef Klian, by tlie gift of fome di/lri<5ls 
which had been abandoned by Zabtah Khan; 'and e/labhflied 
other chiefs in Sarungpore and otlier pergunnahs taken in the 
campaign, which had been left to the royal difpo/al by the 
Mharattas, who pafied the rainy feafon in the province of Agra, 
in endeavouring to reduce the Jauts to pay them the choute 
tribute. 

At the concluhon of the rains, the affairs of the emperor 
affumed a gloomy afpcdl. His treacherous allies, the Mharattas, 
whofe only objeft was prefent gain, having drained Shaw 
Aulutri’a treafury, agreed, for a fum of money, to reftore to 
Zabtah Khan the country, for which they had been amply paid 
by the fovereign, and to give back to the Jauts fome diftri(5ls 
which had been refigned to the emperor on his firft arrival at 
Dhely. They infolently i/fued their orders to the ro^al officers 
to evacuate their ftations, and they were obliged to fubmit to 
fupenor Force'; fo that in a few weeks the unhappy Shaw 
Aulum found bimfelf vi^ithout any territory but the ruined 
x;apital of Dhely, aU beCdes being fold back into thofe very 
hands which had held them previous to his connections with tJie 
I 1 2 Mharattas 
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Mhhrattds. The tinhappy monarcli now experienced, not onl/ 
lofs of territory, bat perfonal * indignity from his own<troops; 
who, expelled from tlie diftfi(as on which they had aflign- 
inents for their pay, crowded to Dhely, and began to be cla- 
morous fjr their arrears. The emperor had expended his ready 
money on the Mharatfas, the* cauiers of his diftreis. The 
minifter, Hiifliam ad Dowlah, inftead of attempting meafures 
to alleviate ‘ the fufferings of his mafter, endeavoured » to turn 
them to his own advantage, >by making them the inftrumfent 
of ruining Nujeef Khan, of whole growing favour ^at court he 
was become jealous. The royal troops were rnofily dilbanded, 
on pretence that there was no money to pay them, and Nu- 
jeef Khan’s -corps among the reft. The lyiharattas were pri- 
vately invited by the minifter to Dhely. ' Nujeef Khad, ^ how- 
ever, was fo beloved by his people, wTao regarded him as of 
fortunate aufpices, that they would not leave him, truftlng to 
happier times for a reward; and many of the chiefs difmified 
by the minider embraced his fortunes, . Nujeef Klian in vain 
endeavoured to perfuadc the emperor to difburfe money from 
his privy purfe, and levy troops to prevent the Mharattas from 
entering Dhely, as the only means to avert his ruin; but Shaw 
Aulum, having fo recently experienced treachery/ would not 
confide in him, and refolved to trufl to chance for -the decifion 
of his fate. He was at the lame time inclined to hope, from 
the perfuafions of Hufham ad Dowlah, that the march of the 
Mharattas w’as not with ofFcnlivc defigns to the royal power. 

At length, the Mharatta army, with the Jav\ts and Rohil- 
las under Zabtah Khan, arrived near Dhely, and Shaw Aulum, 
when too late, repented of his neglcft of Nujeef Klian; who 
was now requcflcd to endeavour to fave the city. Negotiation 
was in vain^ as the enemy demanded the controul of the em- 
peror’s perfon and the garrifon of the palace, Nujeef Khan rc- 

folved 
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Iblved to oppofe.them. Of the royal troops there only, remained 
the two regular battalions of fepoys difciplined by the Enghlh, 
and two others armed with muf^ucts. Nujeef^Khan had a body 
of five thoufand horfe, and a fmall party of French, who had 
lately quitted the fcrvice of the Jauts. With this force, but ill 
fupplied with ammunition, he marched out of the city, and took 
pofi at about two. miles diftant from it, having the river Jumna 
on his left,i and on his right the old .citadel. His rear was de- 
fended by the artillery of the city w.ills. The hlharattas made 
a general attack, almolt as foon as he had formed his line, and 
were repulfed with lofss-but NujcefKJran imprudently purfuing 
the enemy, .was drawn from hk advantageous pofition, when they 
rallied, and furrounded him with fo fnperior a body of cavalry, 
as turned the forturte of the day. Nujeef IChan , efcaped with 
great difficulty, after the lofs_of leveral of Iris beft officers and-a 
near relation, to the two difciplined battalions, who nobly flood . 
their ground. • The French had raflily quitted their poll in pur- 
fuit, and, after much lofs, with the greatefl difficulty attained a 
■flielte;- under the walls of the old citadel. The two battalions 
fuftained repeated charges till- night, when the enemy retired t 
and '^Nnjeef Khan, grown indifferent to life, was with force, by 
his friends tarried into Dhely. He had attempted feveral times 
to nilh fingly on the enemy and court his deatli. It was faid, 
that this defeat was owing to the treachery of Hulham ad Dow- 
lah, Who had allowed the Mharattas to pafs 'unmolefled under 
the walls of the city, in tire rear of Nujeef IGian. It is certain 
that the minifler was not difplcafed at the lofs of his rival. . 

The emperor was now obliged to throw himfelf on the mercy 
of his, enemies. After Ibme days fpent in negotiation, the Mha- 
rattas encamped nearer the city, and their chiefs, Biflajee and 
Holkar, with Zabtah Kban, efcorted by a large body of troops, 
-made a triumphant, entiy into the palace, to vifit his majefty. 

They 
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They advanced upon their elephants to the gate of the public 
hall of audience, a privacge allowed only to the imperial fa- 
mily. Their followers filled the various courts of the palace. 
They even attempted to penetrate the female apartments, and 
%vere prevented only by the intrirate windings of the paflages from 
molefHng the women, and adding the woril difgrace to fallen 
royalty. At the gate of the hall of audience the chiefs con- 
defeended to alight, and to make the cuftomary obeifances ; but 
the unfortunate emperor was obliged, at the fame time, to de- 
feend from his throne, and fit on a finall carpet to receive them. 
BiITajee and Holkar, after fomc interval, helped him to re-af- 
cend his throne j which he may he faid now to have received 
from their hands. The whole of the interview pafled in the moft: 
humiliating condefeenfions of the emperor, and the greatcfl in- 
folence on the part of the Mharattas. 

• After this vifit, Hufham ad Dowlah having laid the blame of 
reliilahce on Nujeef Khan, and divided a lack of rupees between 
the two Mharatta chiefs, they, for this trifling fum, agreed to ex- 
pel his rival from Dhely. A mellage in the royal name fent 
to Nujeef Khan, commanding him to pay money received on the 
emperor’s account, during the laft campaign in Rohilcund. Nui 
jeef Khan alleged truly, that he had expended the fum demanded, 
about ‘ eighty thoufand rupees, on his troops ; but his plea was 
not accepted, and he was threatened with force. By pledging 
fomc* jewels, plate, and the contributions of friends, he made 
• fhift to raife the money, which he paid j but his danger did not 
end here. He was peremptorily commanded to quit the city, -and 
threatened with force if he did not comply. 


Ten thoufand pounds. 


Nujeef 
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I Nujeef Khan was now reduced to the lafl: extremity. He 
favv that nothing; but his deflrudtion would fatisfy the miniftcr, 
and was without money for his daily fupportj but courage, in 
fuch dhlrefs did not forfake him or his friends. They^colledled 
their women and children into the quarter furrounding Jiis palace, 
refoiving, if forced, to fave their honour, by putting them to 
death, and then feek their own by rufliing on the enemy. Bar- 
ricadoes were formed at ,tlie different avenues, defended by artil- 
lery. The quarter was furrounded by the minifter’s troops ; who, 
however, were too cowardly ,to make an attack. Hufham ad 
Dowlali had then recourfe to the Alharattas ; but they refufed 
fending troops into the city, left it fhould occafion a general 
mafTacre and pillage. Upon this refufal, the minifler obtained 
from the emperor, (who was inexcufable in granting it,) a letter, 
written in his own hand, begging their afliftance, but ’in vain; the 
gallant behaviour of Nujeef Khan having raifed fentiments of 
admiration and compaffion in the breaft of .their chiefs, Holkar 
dilpatched to him his nephew, with fblemn aff^rances of fafety and 
prote£lion, if he would quit Dhely and come to his camp. Nujeef 
Khan accepted his offer j but firft rcfolved to obtain, if poffible, 
the emperor’s difmiflion from his own mouth. His progrefs to 
the palace was 'conduced with a folemmty, which evidently proved 
the love and reverence his followers bore him. He was mounted 
on horfeback, and proceeded llowly through the flreets, guarded 
by his dependants to the number of feme thoufands, on foot, with 
drawn fabres, and loaded pieces, exclaiming at intervals, agreeably 
t5 the Periian cuffom at. the great mourning on the anniverfary 
of the maffacre of their Imaums, ** Ya Houflein, Ya Houffein,’* 
^vith doleful cries. On his arrival at the gate of the palace, he 
fent a requefl: for an interview with the emperor ; but it was re- 
fufed ;'nor indeed would it have been prudent or fafe to grant it, 
in the prefent difpofition of the injured chief and his followers. 
From the palace he marched in the lame folemn manner to the 

Mharatta 
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Mharatta camp, where he was politely received by Holkar, who, 
on hearing that he had not eaten for fome time for want of ne- 
ceflaries, fupplied him witli a fum of money. After fome con- 
verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city 5 from whence, after 
three days, he departed, with his family and follow'ers, and was 
received into the fervice of Plolkar, at a falary -of * fix thoufand 
rupees a day for himfclf and his corps. 

The Mharattas, now obliged the emperor to confer on Zabtah 
Khan the rank of ameer al amra, and to reftore him the grant 
of almoft all the diftn(Sls, of which he had only a few months 
before been deprived by their affiftancc. The Jauts were alio 
reinftatedin their poHeffions, and the Mharattas took to themfclves 
an extenfive and fertile tra^f, lyingbetween the Ganges and Jam- 
na rivers; fo that Shaw Aulum was left almoft defHtuteof re- 
venue, He was alfo forced to make prefents, and afijgn over by 
grant the provinces of Aleabad and Korah to his rapacious allies 5 
which, however, they dared not at prefent attempt to occupy, 
, through fear of the Englifh, who fupported the royal governor, 
Moneer ad Dowlah, . ‘ 

A.D.J773. ' The Mharattas having plundered Dhely, marched intoKohil- 

cund ; hut their progrefs was interrupted by the arrival of hhujah 
ad T 5 owlah and an Englifh brigade to the alliftance of the Ro- 
, hillas. After plundering the northern parts, on the appearance of 
the allied army, they retreated acrofs the Ganges, from the bank 
of which they fired a few (hot on the Enghfii line ; but their 
cannon being foon difmounted by the enemy^s fire, they retreated 
towards the Jumna, and fiiortly aftec returned to Dekkan, where 
fome diflentions in their own government 'called -for the prefence 
cf their chiefs. It is probable, that they had long before refolved 

. on 
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on a retreat to their own country, and-tliat the necefiity of it 
haftened their treacherous conduft to the emperor ; being willing 
to obtain what they could, from the territories which they were 
obliged to quit. 

Nujeef Khan had, on the near approach of the allied army, 
taken the opportunity of quitting the icrvice of Holkar, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him witli 
great Idndnefs, appointed him his deputy in the office of vizier, 
and fent him back to Dhely, with the moft eameft recommenda- 
tions to the emperor to employ him in the room of Hufliam ad 
Dowlah ; and this advice was allb feconded by Sir Robert Barker. 
The vizier now returned into his own doEoinions, where the Eng- 
lifh army alfo cantoned. 

Nujeef Khan, on his arrival at Dhely, was received with the 
warmeft carelTes by the emperor, now much difgufted with and 
weaiy of the condud of his minifter, who had not only occa- 
Eohed his fuffierings from the Mharattas, but ^had alfo broken 
his promife of redeeming fome valuable jewels, which had been 
intfufted to him to pledge during his nccellities. Nujeef Khan 
offered not only to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of 
the royal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the mini- 
fter into his hands. Shaw Aulum aflentedj and the fallen fa- 
vouiite^ being feized, his effefts were confifeated, to the amount 
of ■ ten lacks of rupees, little more than a fifth part of which, 
however,' was paid to the emperor, the reft being withheld by 
Nujeef Khan. _ , 

Huffiam ad Dowlah had rifen to power from a menial fftua- 
tion } not by merit or diftinguifiied abUities, but by making infa- 
VoL. n. K k mous 
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mous ufe of his matter’s foibles, in procuring 'beautiful women 
for his pleafures. He was without education, .and unable to read 
or write. His infolence in office was difgutting to’ all. During 
his adminiftration he was feared and detefted ; and his fall was re- 
joiced at by all ranks. He remained in clofe confinement nearly 
two years, when Nujeef Khan not only fet him at liberty, but 
allotted him a liberal penfion for his fupport in private life ; in 
which he has lince remained undiftinguillied. 

Nujeef Khan was now appointed fecond bukhfhi, and, at his 
recommendation, Abdulahud Khan, his friend, third, whom he left 
to manage affairs with the emperor, while he hunfelf engaged 
in ati expedition againft the Jauts, over whom he was fuccefsful 
in a general adlion. His army confitted of three of the royal bat- 
talions, three thouland Rohilla irregular infantry, and about eight 
thouland horfe under various adventurers. It was ttipulatcd, that 
he ttiould retain half the conquered diftri^ts for the fupport of his 
dignity and troops, and refign the other, to the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repolTelfion of fome dittrifls in the vicinity of 
Dhely, and his affairs began to wear a tolerable afpedt. 

A. D. 1774. Shujah ad Dowlah was now advanced to Efawa, from whence 
he had driven the Mharatta garrifon, with a confiderable army, 
and was waiting the arrival of an Englifh brigade, to proceed on 
an expedition againft the RohiUas, who had ^iled in their engage- 
ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his proteiflion of ti'ieir 
country the laftyear. Here he was vifited by Nujeef Khan, who 
had reduced the city of Agra from the Jauts, and it was agreed, 
that he fhould invade the Rohillas on one fide, while the vjz.er 
, and his allies advanced on the other. This point being fettled, 
Nujeef Khan repaired to Dhcly. 


Shujah 
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Shujah ad Dowlah had difpatched his minider Eeruch Khan 
to the capital, in tlie beginning of February, to negotiate with the 
emperor. The minifler arrived at court with a eonfiderable force 
and a large film of money. • VVith tlie firft he browbeat the royal 
officers, and With the otlier bribed largely. He propofed to me 
emperor to take the field and join in the attack of tlie Rohilias j 
on which condition, the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
• two lacks of rupees for thd expenfe of preparation, ‘ ten thouland 
rupees every marching day, and • five thouland each halting day. 

He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the royal 
difpofal, when he Ihould have paid his engagements with the 
Englilh for their alTiflance. 

The emperor at firft gave his aflentj but his inclinations were 
againd: aggrandizing his vizier at the expenfe of the Rohilias, 
whom, it is faid, he informed of the defigns againd tliem. He 
was, however, prevailed upon to march a Ihort didance, and 
eroding the Jumna, encamped at Sliawdirrufc, on the eadern bank, 
pretending to join Shujah ad Dowlah, who was now advanced to 
Cody Gunge, within an hundred miles of Dhely. Upon his en- 
tering the camp, he received the two lacks of rupees dipulated, 
and alfo * feventy five thoufand during his fiiort day in the field ; 
but fuddenly feigning fevere iilnefs, he returned to the palace, and 
Ks further march was laid afide. Eeruch Khan, however, by Iiis 
money, threats, and-promifes, though he could not draw the em- 
peror to join in the campaign, obtained grants for the vizier of all 
the Rolulla country, Kinnoje, and Etana ; alfo of the provinces 
of Korah and Aleabad, of which he had already received pollef- 
K k 2 . fion 
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Con from the Englifti; who, as they had in fad procured them 
for Shaw Aulum, thought themfclves entitled to difpofe of them 
again, when he had rcfigned his claim to the Mharattas. The 
emperor alfo, by an inflrument in his own hand writing, confti* 
tutedShujah ad DowlaK foie arbiter and direftor of all the royal 
interefts and concerns without exception, even to the remi/Iion of 
the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceflions, inrportant as they 
were, Shaw Aulum received only about * three lacks and a half 
of rupees, and a promife from the vjzier upon oath, of half the 
territory of the Rohillas, or an equivalent in the ^ Doaub, more 
adjacent to the capital j but this condition was never performed, 
though fo folemnly made. 

Eeruch Khan alfo prevailed on the emperor to give Zabtah 
Khan the form of the revenues of Mheerut, then in polTeffion of 
the Mharattas, who were now expelled from it and all the weftem 
provinces, except a fmall territory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained 
this fevour in order to fecurc Zabtah Khan in his intereft, againC: 
his own contrymen the Rohillas. 

During this negotiation, Nujeef Khan arrived at Dhely from 
ais vilit to Shujah ad Dovvlah, and was at firft received with great 
roolnefs, not undefervcdly, for he had neglc<fled the performance 
af his engagements to refign to the emperor half the conquers 
rom the Jauts, and had jefufod to admit a royal officer into the 
command of the citadel of Agra, which he had promifed to do 
when joined by the emperor’s battalions; but as Shaw Aulum 
could not punifh bis difrefpea:, he was fcemingly reconciled to 
him, on Nujeef Khan’s making new proteflations of loyalty. The 
imperial troops, however, were no longer allowed to aS under 
his orders. 

Towards 

» Tl»rty five thoufsnd pounds. 

* CoaniJy between the nveis Ganges and Jumna, 
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Towards the end of April i^/4> Nnjecf Khan marched from 
Dhely to join Shnjah ad Dowlah j who with his allies the Englifli, 
had defeated the Rohdlas in a general engagement, in which 
Hafiz Rhamut, the leading chief-being killed, the others fled for 
refuge to the hills, leaving their country an eafy prey to the vizier; 
who took poflefllon of all Rohilcund, except the diflridts of 
Rampore, which were granted in jaghire to Fyzoollah Khan, 
at the mediation of the Englifli, upon his fubmifiion to the 
vizier. Zabtah Khan alfo joined Shujah ad Dowlah; but being 
greatly in arrear to the royal ' treafuty for the revenue of his 
countiy, Shaw Aulum, in his abfence, detached a’ force, who 
expelled his coUedlors from Alheerut and other diflridfs with- 
out oppofition. 


The emperor's affairs; though far from brilliant, yet, by 
the addition of territory taken from Zabtah Khan, aflumed -a 
comfortable afpeft; and had he joined Shujah ad Dowlah, it is 
probable he would have obtained fome further acquifition; but 
he ivas diverted from it by the aOing minifter Abdulahud Khan, 
who feared his own influence would be lofl in the fuperior 
confequence of the vizier: nor was this the hrfl: time that 
haw Aulum fuffered by facrificing to the felf-intereft of a 
favourite. 


_ Nujeef Khan, after performing what was required of him 
“ the Rohilla war,- returned to Dhely, reinforced by fome 
troops lent him by Shujah ad Dowlah, who heartily forwarded 

aL'u recommended him to remove 

Abdulahud ^an from the emperor. The minifter, fiifpedUng the 
de%n a^inft him, v^s on his guard, and would not move 

Aukm ? M- finding Shaw 

^ urn much averfe to the removal of the favourite, and his 

march from Dhely on his own affairs becoming urgent, he 

aflented 
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ailented to his remaining in ofBce, and a feeming reconcilia- 
tion took place. 

Not long after this, Shaw Aulutn received an offer froin 
Caufim Alee Khan, the fugitive navob of Bengal, who had 
come from Jeypore to die neighbourhood _of Dhely, of feven 
lacks of rupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khan ; biJt 
that mini/ler, having intelligence of his fchemes, procured an 
order to force him from the royal domains. It is fulpefred* 
that the emperor would have accepted the propofal, could he 
have done it without danger ; but it is certain, that he flrongty 
denied having liftened to it, and laid the blame upon Ibme 0 ^ 
his fervants, who were immediately difmiffed, at the requeft (>f 
Abdulahud Khan. Caufim Alee died (hortly after, at an obfeufe 
village near Dhely, unpitied even by bis own family, for not evtfa 
misfortune could foften the .cruelty of his mind. He had been 
accompanied in his Right by feveral faithful dependants; biit 
they were almoft all in the end obliged to abandon him, his 
caufelels jealouly of their finccrity cxpoling them to conftattt 
perfonal danger^ Upon his .cfcape from Shujah ad Dowlah ^t 
the battle of Buxar, he firft retired into the RohiUa country* 
where he found a comfortable afylum ; but his intrigues ren- 
dering him difagreeablc to the chief under whole protection be 
refided, he was obliged to leave it, and took Ihelter with the 
rana of Ghoed. After fome years refidence in his country, be 
proceeded to * Jodepore, <ind from thence came to try his for- 
tune in the fcrvicc of the emperor, in which he met w’idi the dif” 
appointment related. Caufim Alee Khan certainly poffeffed abilities. 
He would have been a fcrviceable minifter to a prince within 
the line of finance; but for a fovereign ftation he was unfit* 
being cruel, meanly fiifpiclous, and pulillanimous. In his prof- 
perity, he forgot the friends who had given it him j and in bis 
adverfe fortune, he illufed thofe who lhared it with him. The 

‘ EngUfh* 
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Englifli, deceived by his elegance of manriers, whIcH he pofiefied 
in a very eminent degree, and convinced of his Ikill in the 
finances of Bengal, (which province and its dependancies had 
fallen to their difpofal, the chance of war 'and inability of 
Meer Jaffier,) chofe him for his fucceflbr; and from that in- 
ftant he became their enemy, and 'impatient to cut off the 
hands which had exalted him. His jcaloufy of tlie Englifh was 
not that of a great mind, which cannot bear an equal, but of 
a low' cunning, feeling itfelf incapable of returning confidence 
for confidence, and therefore defirous of burying obligation in 
the deftfudtion of his patrons. Had this not been the -cafe, he 
’would have, relied ' on the promifes of Mr. Vanlittart, whofe 
nobility of fentiment and liberality of heart were fully known 
to him, for the arrangement of conne<5i:ion between him and 
the Englifli: but die wickednefs of his own mind made him 
fulpedl: others, and he fell defervedly from his high Aation.* 

About this time, Sumroo, the bloody agent of Caufim Alee's 
cruelty at Patna, having left die fervice of the Jauts, came to 
Dhely, and « was entertained by the minifler j but at the ex- 
piration of four months, Abdulahud Khan, fearful of exciting 
the refentment of the Englifli, difeharged him, and he was im- 
mediately retained by Nujeef Khan, -though he had remon- 
flrated to the emperor on the impropriety of his accepting his 
fervices. 

It may not be improper in this place to mention fome 
particulars of Sumroo. His real name was Walter Reinehard, ' 
and he was of obfeure parentage in the Elcdtorate of Treves. 

He entered early as a common foldier into the fervice of the 
French, taking for his Nom de Guerre^ Summer, which his cotn- 
rades, from his fatumine complexion, turned into Sombre, and 
the In^iians, by corruption, Sumroo. At length he repaired to 

Bengal, 

• For Caufim Alec’s bifiory, vide Tranla£Uoas of Bengal, in this volume. 
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Bengali and enlifted into one of the Swils companies then em- 
ployed at Calcutta ; but at the end- of eighteen days deferted 
to the French at Chandemagore, where he became a feijeant. 
Deferting this poft, he fled into the upper provinces, and was 
for fome time a private trooper in the cavalry of Suffder Jung, 
father to Shujah ad Dowlah. This fcrvice he quitted, and led 
a vagabond life in different provinces; but in 1760 was with 
the rebel fojedaur of Purnea. Upon‘^lik'^*being expelled from 
Bengal, Sumroo left him, and entered into tlie fervice of Gregory, 
an Armenian, then in high favour with Caufim Alec, and dtf- 
tinguifhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan. From him he had 
the command of a battalion of fepoys, and afterwards obtain- 
ed from the navob the addition of another. In this llation he 
raaflacred the Englifh captives at Patna. Some time previous 
to the battle of Buxar, be treacheroufly deferted Caufm Alee 
■with his corps, and embraced the fervice 0^ Sh^ah ad Dowlah, 
who had gained him over by bribes. Upon defeat at Buxar, 
was entrufled with thc^ grote<£Uon of the Begums, and re- 
mained with the vizier till 'fc*’ha'd made peace with the Englifh; 

' when, fearful of being delivered up to them, he retired to Agra, 
and entered into the pay. of the Jaut raja, Jowahir Sing; but 
quitted him for the fer%'ice of the raja of Jeyporc, who foon 
difmlflcd him on a rcmonllrance from the Englifh general. 
He then again ferved the Jauts ; quitted them once more, and 
came to Dhely; from whence, as related, he followed the for- 
tunes of Nujeef Khan, in whofc fervice he died. Such are the 
outlines of the fortune of this man, who had fome merit as a 
foldier, but wholly obfeured by a treacherous and blood-thirfty 
difpofition. His corps was continued after his death, in the 
name of his fon and a favourite concubine, who received for 
their maintenance the fum of *fixty five thoufacd rupees per 
month. ' ^ 

Towards, 
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’ Towards the latter end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at 
the recommendation of Shujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived 
,him of his territories eaft of the Ganges, nofwithftandmg his 
profefiions of friendOiip before the defeat of the Rohillas, was, 
to make fome amends for the difappointment, called to Dhely, 
and reftored to his farm of Mheerut and other diftriils, on 
condition of paying a revenue of nine lacks of rupees to the 
royal treafury. 

In the month of January 1775, died the vizier Shujah ad 
Dowlah, in the midft of bis vidlories and higheft profperity. 

He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all the 
territory ufurped by the Mharattas in the provinces of Malwa, 

Agra, ^d Bondelcundj and, had he lived a few years longer, 
there is little doubt, but that with 'the affiftance of the Enghfli, 
he woijld have -confined the Poonah government to their pof- 
feflions fouth of the Nerbudda river 5 which would have been a 
blefling to the diftradled empire of the Mahummedans in Hin- 
doofian. In the early part of his life' he was vain, and ad- 
dicted to pleafure, for which he too much negledted public 
bufmefs; but on the recovery of his dominions after the battle 
of Buxar, he ihewed that adverlity had been to him a fervice- 
able tutorefs, by bringing forth the better qualities of his mind 
into aSfion. As a prince, he was wife, and dignified in cha- 
racter} as a private man, affable,- humane and generous. In a 
fituation, where the attainment of a fplcndidt objeCt too gene- 
rally palliates the, means of purfuit, however treacherous, and in 
a country where arts, common- to all, are unhappily neceffary 
for felf-defence, his policy was lefs marked With blood tlian 
tliat of moff princes who are efteemed jn Hindooftan as de- 
ferving general applaufe. By his own fubjeCls he was lincerely 
beloved} and even the fens of Hafiz Rhamut, whole country he 
had feized, ^wept at his death. Had he been placed among a 
VoL. II. L I virtuous 
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\irtuous people, he might have been a virtuous prince; and 
among thofe he was obliged to govern and contend with, he 
■was eminently fuperior in cveiy good quality.* 

Shujah ad Donlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft 
fon, Afoph ad Dowlahj and upon his prefenting a pcflicufli, 
or offering, and fending a general wuth five thoufand men and 
fomc artillery to attend the emperor, was invefted alfo with 
the office of vizier. 

A.D.1776. The troops fent by Afoph ad Dowlah reached Dhely at a 
time, important even to the perfonal fafety of Shaw Aulom, 
the royal army having been juft defeated by.Zabtah Khan, who 
had refufed paying the revenues of the diftridb of which he 
had the coUc^ion, and taken up arms to fupport his difobe- 
dience. The arrival of the vizier's troops alone prevented him 
from becoming mafter of Dhely and the fate of his fovereign. 
Zabtah Khan, however, by the mediation of Luttafut, Afoph ad 
J!)owlah’s general, who was bribed largely on the occafion, 
was again pardoned, his arreai^ remitted, and re-appointed to 
the trufts he had betrayed, Shaw Aulum having not refolution 
or power to refufe his aflent. 

A.D. 1777. This year the emperor, affifted by Nujeef Khan, who had 
completed lus conquefts over the Jauts, marched once more 
againft Zabtah Khan, who had again rebelled. The greateft part 
of Jus country was taken, but little advantage accrued to Shaw 
Aulum, moftof the recovered diftriils being given by the general 
as* fecunties for pay to the chiefs of different corps. The em- 
peror kept the field from April to December; when, weary of 
being led <is a pageant by Nujeef Khan, who only ufed his 

o ^ authonty 

■ An account cf Shujah ad Dovihh*s warfare with the ZngUfli is ghen in 
the hiflory of Bengal, m this volome. 
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authority to aggrandize himfelf, he returned in difgufl: to Dhely, 
and Nujeef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was 
now mafter, and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
fovereign. ^ 


No remarkable event occurred in the emperor’s concerns till A. 0.1778 
the conclulion of the rains this year, when fome propofals 
being made by a Raajepoote chief, then at war with Nujdef 
Khan, the minifter, ‘Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favour- 
able to his vieiys of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulum 
to take the field, under a pretence of a pilgrimage to ” Ajmere, 
to cover the real objeS of the expedition from Nujeef Khan. 

The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to Narnoul, 
about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he reached near the clofe 
of the year By this time, the raja, to aflift whom the cam- 
paign was made, being taken pnfoner, Mujd ad Powlah chang- 
ing his objeft, employed the royal force to fliare the advan- 
tages of his deftrudkion with Nujeef Khan. Several diftnifts 
were feized, and the mimfter now thought ferioufly of leading 
his mafter to Ajmere, and cxafling a tribute from the raja of 
Jeypore m the route. Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend 
the royal ftandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de- 
fired by Mujd ad Dowlah In January 1779, the royal army 
arrived near Jeypore, and the mmor raja, lately acceded, to the 
mnfnud by the death of his uncle, was fummoned to attend 
the emperor. The regent was embarafled how to adl, not 
chufing to truft the royal muiifter, who had taken marty of the 
Raajepoote chiefs, his enemies, into pay, nor did he wifti to 
exafperate the emperor by difrefpeft. In this dilemma, he fought 
the patronage of Nujeef Khan, who wdhngly gave it him, being 
L I 2 defiroui 

I 1 •' 'f 

* Atdulalma Khan, who had received this title, fignifying, Exalter of the 
Aate 

’’ At this city IS the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint. 
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defirous of depriving Mojd ad Dowlah of the credit and ad- 
vantage of an influence in Jeypore, on which he had views 
of his own. The minifter was amufcd, by promifes from th& 
regent of coming to an interview, ’ till Nujeef Khan joined the 
royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhcs of having him 
only for his mediator With the emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah 
dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was fuperior in force; and 
Shaw Aulum confentcd from the fame caufe. Eight lacks of 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only were 
paid to the royal treafury j but Nujeef Khan obtained a much 
larger fum, befides the advantage which the credit of his fu- 
penoiity over Mujd ad Dowlah gave him m the eyes of the 
Raajepoqtes. Nor was this all; the diftndls taken by the royal 
army being refigned to him and his friends, for which he gave 
tip a trail near' Dhely# lels convenient and beneficial to his 
government. At his requeft, the pilgrimage was laid afide, and 
the emperor returned to his capital after a tirefome campaign; 
which had only ferved to bring freth infults on his authority, 
fromi the weaknefs of Mujd ad Dowlah and the ingratitude of 
Nujeef Khan. 

A. D, 1775. The royal army had fcarcei returned to Dhely, when the 
minifter again refolved to take the field, and prevailed on 'the 
emperor to fend, with him his fecond fon, the pnnee ‘Ferkhundeh 
Akhter. Great preparations were made,, which took up feveral 
months, and excited the attention of the public. Various were 
the reports of his intentions. At one time, it- was fuppofed he 
Jiad entered into negotiations of alliance with the Mharattas, 
who had defeated the Englifla army from. Bombay, and threat- 
ened r to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, -it was 
rumoured that the royal armyr was to be joined by the Siks, 
and to fall on Nujeef Khan for his negleil of the emperor. At 

length, 

^ 0/ aufpicious fiars. 
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length, in the rtonth of 'June Mujd ad Dowlah 'with his 

royal pupil moved from Dhely, 'and advanced to PannipUt, with 
fix battalions of fepoys armed in the European manner, a con- 
Cderable train of artillery, fix thoufand horfe, ' eight thoufand 
irregular infantry, and fame bands of mercenary Siksj fo that, 
in jsoint of numbers, his army was formidable, and, i with con- 
duit on his part, equal to the'conquelb of tlie petty chiefs in 
his route, “whom he might chufe to attack. On his march he 
feized a zemindar, named DailToo Sing, from whom he exafled 
about twb lacks of rupees, and then proceeded towards Puttiala, 
the refidence of Amer Sing, ninety cofs north-weft of Dhely,' 
who had ufurped a confiderable territory. He was command- 
ed to join' the' royal army, and pay a compenlation for the 
revenue of the.conntryj which'at firft he promifed, and a nego- 
tiation was b^gun to fettle the fumj But the'w'ily zemindar was 
infincere, and only wanted to gain' time; till lie fiiould be adift- 
ed by the Siks from the province of Lahore, who had pro- 
mifed to protefl him, as his redudlion would have expofed them 
to invafion from' tlid royal army. After fome days, Amer 
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw' off the milk; and 
the Siks in the fervice of the miniftcr deferted' to him, not 
chafing' to fight agamft' their brethren. Miijd ad' Dowlah, in- 
ftead' of ailing with refolution, would' not try the event of per- 
fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat' towards Panniput j 
to wh'icli place he was', followed hy Amer Sing and' the Siks, 
who haraffed his line of march 'daily; and’ plundered' his bag- 
gage, but could make no imprefllotf on the main body of his 
army; a proof that had, he aflcd vigoroufly, a different fate 
would have attended “his expedition. 

The emperor, alarmed-at the retreat 'of his 'minifter, and 
dreading the event of the army 'coming to Dhely and demand- 
ing their arrears of pay, wrote prcffingly to Nujeef Khan, im- 
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ploring his affiflance, and defiring him to take the adminiflra- 
tion of af&irs upon himfelf. ' Nujeef Khan, who had long wiflied 
for fuch an opportunity of ruining the minilter, and had, it is 
faid, privately negotiated with the Siks and Atner Sing, haften- 
ed to Dhely with his army. Mujd ad Dowlah, upon his ar- 
rival at the capital, was difgraced and committed to the cullody 
of his rival, who confifcated the greateft part of his effcClsT a 
fliare of which he gave up to the emperor. 

Prom this period till the dwth of Nujeef Khan, Shaw Aulum 
remained under his controul, a penfioner on his bounty, with- 
out the lead power of royalty beyond the grantmg of empty 
tides, and the ratification of the adls of his minuter; who fo 
ahufed his authority, that the wretched emperor frequently wanted 
for conveniences, and the women of the haram, and numerous 
confined perfonages of the blood-royal, often the “common nc» 
cefiaries of life. 


Nujeef Khan tvas now at the height of his^ power and am- 
bition, poflcfiing the foie authority at Dhely, with the greateft 
part of that province, and the very cxtenfive one of Agra,, 
together with that capital. The raja of Jeypore, and feveral 
other Hindoo princes alfo were his tributaries. Next to the 
vizier, he was the firft officer of the empire, being appointed 
ameer al amra, with the title of ‘Zoolfeccar ad Dowlah, After 
his arrival at Dhely, he loll the energy of his former charadler, 
and indulged in, voluptuoufnefs fo much, that it injured his con- 
ftitution; which he ftrovc to repair* for the gratification of ap- 
petite, by flimulating confedlions, Thefe foon brought ‘on a 
complication of diforders, which put an end to his life on the 
twenty fecond of April, 1782, in the forty nintli year of his 
. ■■ ' , ■ , 
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Nujeef Khan was born in Pcrfia, 'o£ a faid to bc» 

related to the Suffcwee /bvereigns of that empire; and in his 
infancy was, with many of his relations, a prifoner to the ufurper 
Nadir Shaw, who kept all the perlbnagcs, any way allied to 
the^ throne, in confinement for his own fecunty. At the re- 
queft of Meerza Alhofun, the brother of SulFder Jung, who was 
fent on an embafly to Nadir ' by sMahummud Shaw, after his 
invafion of Hindooftan, • Nujeef Khan and a lifter much older 
than himfelf were releafed. The lady married her deliverer, 
and Nujeef Khan accompanied her and her hulband to Dhely. 
He was treated with jpacental affetftion * by Meerza Mhofun, and 
at his death attached himfelf to Mahummud KooUec Khan, his 
fon, the governor of Aleabad, who was Ihortly after feized and 
put to death^ by his firft coufin, Shujah ad Dowlah, he being 
jealous of his ambitious views in aflifting Shaw Aulum in the 
invafion of Bengal, and regarding Aleabad as his right, it hav« 
ing been given only in deputation by his father, the vizier Suffder 
Jung, to Mahummud Koollee Khan, who had rcfufed to fur- 
render it to the fon. Nujeef Khan, upon this event, retired 
with a few followers into Bengal, and offered his fervices to the 
navob Meer Caufim, then at war with the Englilh, who gave 
him great encouragement. When Meer Caufim took refuge with 
Shujah ad Dowlah, Nujeef Khan, not chufing’ to tnift himfelf 
iw power of the \aUtr, ropwod to asri ferved 

Gomaun Sing, one of the chiefs of that country. Upon the 
flight of Shujah ad Dowlah, after the battle of Buxar, he of- 
fered, his fervices to the Englilh, 'reprefenting liimfclfas the right- 
ful lord of the province of Aleabad, rvas received with refpedt- 
ful welcome, and even put into ' poffeflion of a part of it; but 
when peace was concluded with the vizier, the Englilli, difrov- 
ering the falfehood of his claim, let it afide, and rewarded^ his 
attachment with a penfion of two lacks of rupees and ftrong 
recommendations to the emperor. The 'recompenle was greater 

than 
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than his merits tvith the Engliflj, as he had kept up a corref- 
pondence with Shujah ad Doivlah* tvhom he would have Joined, 
had he been fuccefsful in the battle of Korah. 'From Aleabad 
he accompanied Shaw Aulum to Dhely, where 'the various turns 
of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages. 

Nujeef Khan polTcffcd great perfonal courage, and a forti- 
tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft 
didreis, or the moft fudden misfortune. His affability of man- 
ners Vi^s fuch, as to charm even hunger to be patient in his 
feryice, and overcome the mutinous refolutions of hiS troops, 
often driven to extreme neceffity for want' of regular pay. He 
was once, after the redudtion of a capital fortrefs from the 
Jauts, (from which his army had hoped to receive tlie advan- 
tage of a liquidation of their long arrears) feized upon by the 
troops, menaced with death, and expofed bare-headed for a 
whole day to the fun, in the hotteft feafon of Hindooftan 5 a 
inoff: feverc punifliment. But this^ and, the apprehenfions of 
immediate death, did, not move the calmnefs of his mind. He 
foothed the moft raorofe of the mutineers with his eloquence,' 
and diverted them from their purpofc by his humourous re- 
marks upon his own fituation and their conduft; till, at length, 
they were contented with a part of their demands, "and con- 
tinued to ferve him in hopes of better times. It is faid, that 
no perfon ever went away diflatisfied from Nujeef jfChan, who, 
if he could not grant a requeft, would convince the petitioner of 
his forrow at his being obliged to refufe it. His expenfes always 
exceeded his income, and this 'obliged him to mortgage his 
revenues in aflignment to the officers of his army for payj fo, 
that his country was never completely fettled, under his own, 
controul, but alvtays jading from ope chief to another,, who, 
made his own 'Jiatenient with the farmers. As he never refofed 
offers of fervice from any military adventurers, this evil con- 
tinually 
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tinually encreafed, and he did not Uvc long enough after his 
conquers to correft the abufe by a fettled form of government, 
and a redudlion of force adequate to his finances. It is pro- 
bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an efiab- 
Ihhed government, he would have been an amiable and great 
prince j and in the fituation he filled, his chara(Sler draws ad- 
miration,* when his difadvantages are liberally confidcred. 

Upon the death of Nujeef Klian, the illconilrudled fabric of 
his government loon fell to pieces from the difientions of his 
adherents j while Shaw Aulum, as ufual, fandlified from necef- 
fity the adlions of the fuccefsful party. Affrafiaub Khan, an 
adopted fon of the deceafed, was firft appointed ameer al amra, 
and, at his requeft, Mujd ad Dowlah releafed from confinement; 
but his power did not lall long. Nujeef Khan’s lifter, who had 
great influence with the army, being dilgufted at his behaviour, 
invited Meerza Shuffee Khan, a near relation of her own, to 
Dhely, and offered him the infant daughter of her deceafed bro- 
ther in marriage; alfo, to procure for him from the emperor 
the adminiftration of affairs, and the honours of Nujeef Khan. 

Meerza Shuffee, who was then on an expedition againft the 
Siks to the northward of the capital, readily embraced the Begum’s 
invitation, and repaired to court; which Affrafiaub Khan deferted 
on his approach, leaving Mujd ad Dowlah and ^Nujeef Koollee 
Khan to oppofc him. It would appear that Shaw « Aulum was 
unwilling to grant Meerza Shuffee the adminiftration of affairs. 
Vox-. II. M m for 

* Nujeef Khan, In palliating the delays of payment to his troops, was often 
obliged to make excufes not confiftcnt with truth. An officer one day told 
him he had met fifty carnage, coming to the camp , and What were their 
contents 1 faid Nujeef Khan. Lies for your ufe m this campaign, returned the- 
officer. A poor fupply, mdeed, replied Nujeef Khan , they will fcarcc equal the 
dilburfement of a fingle day. 

*> Alfo an adopted fon of Nujeef Khan’s. ' 
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for he did not admit him to the prefence till lie had feized 
the two chiefs above-mentioned, when, unable to refufc his 
demands, he appointed him ameer ai amra. 

Meerza Shuffeb having tlius forced hlmfclf into office, treated 
Shaw Aulum with little refped; and the opprefled monarch, 
wcary'-of the"^ indignities’ daily offered him, made an attempt to 
free himfelf from his controul, and reftorc Affrafiaub Khan. 
Monfieur Pawly, who commanded Sumroo’s battalions, and Lut- 
tafut, a eunuch, at the head of a confiderablc body of fepoys, 
with other chiefs, were drawn over from ‘the interefl of Meerza 
Shuffee by Mahummud Yacoob Khan, the emperor’s confidant. 
They affembled fuddcniy under arms at the palace, where Shaw 
Aulum putting himfelf at tlicir head, marched towards the re- 
Cdcnce of Meerza Shuffee, intending to feize his perfon. The 
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, but they 
refufed to aft, and he widi difficulty made his efcape from the 
city. Shaw Aulum, fatisfied with his expulCon, declined purfu. 
ing the fugitive; though his eldefi fon, the prince Jehaundar 
Shaw, reprefented jufily, that unlcfs liis perfon and that of the 
Begum were fecured, and their wealth feized, the royal inten- 
tions would be left uncompleted, as Meerza Shuffee would be 
Joined by his troops when recovered from the .panic which the 
fuddennefs of this attempt had infpired. To account for the 
inaftion of the emperor at this cnfis, is impoflible. It can only 
,be fuppofed, that he dreaded treachery from the chiefs who 
had advifed him to expel the minifler. 

Meerza Shuffee, as had been foretold by the prince, 'was 
rejoined by moft of the troops, and affifted by Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, a powerful chief of the late Nujeef Khan, 
returned towards Dhely, refolved to force the emperor to reflore 
him to office. 


Monfieur 
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Monlieur Pav\']y .and^Luttafut, upon ^intelligence of this junc^ 
jtion, .prevailed upon ,Shavv, Auliim 'toyencamp,. at ^izzerabad, ,.a 
lliort diftance from . Dliely, intending to make a ftand agaimfc 
the enemy; but Meerza Shuffee offering to make cbncefllons 
-tp jiis majefty,..a negotiation commenced, and -Pawly _ and Lut- 
tafut' were invited to a meeting wiA the rebels, in order .to 
fettle the terms' of their' fubmiflion to the. emperor, ^ but* in fail 
of his ,to ^em. '■ !. .r, - ' 

. .. .The .prince .Jehaundar _Shaiv how .'again' fcautiohed his father 
^againft making. terms, with 'the rebels ; but m vain. In his nar- 
rative, given by himfelf to Mr.' Haftings,' he 'fays ‘‘ I from 
** loyalty, ohferyed, that in. fuch : quarrels ‘there '.was no 'room 
“.for peace;- that /the force with' his 'majefty wa’s' more than 
equal , to .crudi, them.” '' "/ ' 

.'j. Pa'wly and ' Lutt^ut declined following' '.Uie advice of ' die 
pnnee, accepted the. invitation, of 'Meerza Shufifee Khan,' and, 
upon' entering his camp, were taken 'prifoners. ' The' former was 
put .to death, and the latter puniflicd by the lofs of his eyes. 
‘Meerza Shuffee now exacted. whW' demands' he ‘plcafcd from 
Shaw Aulum, .\yho re-appointed him ameer al 'amra, arid, at his 
recommendation, Mujd ad- Dowlah, who had found' means to 
make his peace'f was once more reflored' to his office of '’dewan 
■’of the khalfeh..." •’ 

Soon after ' this" "commotion, Meeriai- Shuffee, , leaving Mujd 
ad Dowlah to adt' for' him widi' the • emperor, 'marched from 
Dhely to reftpre order in'the province of Agra, .and took with him 
^Meerza, Soleymaun'.Shek'dh, one ^ of the princes, ’to add dignity 
to his/operatlons. ‘'Shaw'lA'ulum was left in' the pofleflion' of 
the lands allotted for the: fuppdrt of ‘his'.houfehold by' [the -late 
’ ’■ M nl z’’'" *■' I'j'ujeef 

.*/ •'Direaor of the revenue fet apart for the fupport of the iioufcliold. 
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Nujcef Khan; fo that, confidcring tlic part he Iwd taken againft 
his miniftcr, that chief did not ad ungcncroufiy towards him. 
Affrafiaub Khan, who had marched to take adiantage of the de- 
figns in. his favour, politically kept at a didance, till convinced 
of the fuperlority of Meerza ShufFcc; ivlicn lie joined him, and 
was left unrtiolcfted in poflcfllon of the didrids allotted liim 
under the late Nujcef Khan. 

Mcerza SIuifFec was not a man calculated to retrieve the dlf- 
order which had occurred in affairs fincc the death of Ins pre- 
decclfor. He was dcAitutc of tint addref* and alfahiliiy of 
manner, by which Nujeef Klian liad attached to himfclf the 
ofHcers of his army, each of whom confidcrcd himfclf as in- 
dependant. Malmmmud Deg Kliin Ilammadaiinec in particular, 
who had fo greatly affiftcd in cflabliHiing him in power, was 
difgufted at the fiipcriority he alTumcd over him, and with Jus 
icfufal of fomc additional diftrids wliich he demanded. The 
Begum alfo, lifter of Nujcef KHan, was dilplcafed wdth him 
for not allowing her that influence in government wliich flic 
had enjoyed in the lifetime of her brother. The fliort period 
of his adniiniftration pafled in conftant quarrels with Ids officers ; 
and at length Mahummud Beg, \vho regarded not by wliat 
means he forwarded his views, rcfoivcd to remove him by trea- 
chery. For this purpole, he pretended a wifli to reconcile 
their differences, by an* amicable adjuftment, and requefted an 
interview, to which Meerza Shuffee Khan aflented. They met 
before the fortrefs of Deeg, on the thirtieth of September, ^783, 
each attended by an army, and Meerza Shuffee was ftabbed by 
Ifcnaeel Beg, the brother of Mahummud, while he tvas embra- 
cing hun. An engagement between the two armies followed, 
and Mahummud Beg was driven from the field with fome lo6. 
Affrafiaub Khan was declared fucceffor to the murdered navob,' 
by the fifter Begum and the army, and was fliortJy after con- 

firmed 
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iimied by the emperor in the office of ameer al amra and the 
government of the provinces of Dhely and Agra. Mahummud 
Beg, however, refuted to acknowledge his authority, levied troops 
to oppofe him, and committed depredations in feveral diftrifts. 
Affrafiaub, finding himfelf unequal to fiipport his power alone, 
endeavoured to procure the affifiance of his neighbours, tlie navob 
vizier and the EnglUh, or the Mharattas. In this unfettled fiate 
of affairs, the prince Jehaundar Shaw, in April 1784, made his 
efcape from Dhel}', and repaired to Litcnow, where Mr. Haff- 
ings had arrived to regulate the concerns between the vizier 
and the company. His' highnefs’s objedt was, to procure a force 
to free his father the emperor from the controul in which he 
was kept by Affrafiaub Khan, and to oblige him to allot a por- 
tion of the revenues for the fuppbrt of the royal dignity. He 
declared, that Ids efcape was with the private concurrence of 
his father, and moft probably with truth, though publickly Shaw 
Aulum demanded his being fent back a prifoner'to Dhely, 
obliged to it through fear of Iiis minifier. Mr. Hafiings was 
too generous to obey commands, which, if complied with, would 
have facrificed an unfortunate prince to life imprifonment, if 
not affafiihation. Though reftridied by • his employers from 
taking an active part ,in the royal affau-s, he hoped, by pro- 
tedting the prince, to perfyade Affrafiaub to Ihew proper re^edt 
to the imperial family ; and his plan in fome meafure fucceeded. 
The ameer al amra fent major Brown, the Engliffi refident at 
Dhely, to Luenow, with offers to comply with any terms the 
navob vizier and Mr. Hafiings fiiould fiipulate for the advan- 
tage of the emperor; and agreed to adl under the prince as 
minifier, provided they would fupport him with fome troops 
againft Mahummud Beg and other refraiSory chiefi; reprefent- 
ing, that if they could not grant that crondition, he mufi feek 
an alliance with Sindia, the Mharatta chief, who was ready to 
enter the country. Mr, Hafiings was unable to furnifii troops, 

ihc 
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the ’ council of Bengal refiifing to take any a£bivc part beyopd 
the frontiers of the vizier; and Affrafiaub, confequently, made 
his alliance with Sindia. 

Previous to . the return of major Brown -from Luenovv, 
Affrafiaub, jealous of Mojd ad Dowlah, whom he had left to 
manage the affairs of the royal houfehold, confined that minif- 
ter, and prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to march to Agra, by 
promifes of giving up that dty with the fortrefs to Iiis di^ofah 
The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquinng more power# 
or intimidated by the confinement of his old advifer, Mujd ^d 
Dowlah, left Dhely, and arrived at Agra in Odtober 1784; 
when the golden keys of the citadel were prefented to him by 
Affrafiaub, and he had the fatisfadtion of being called King of 
the World, in the palace of his anceftor, the renowned Akbefs 
but it was garrifoned by the troops of the minifter. h 5 r. Hart- 
ings had by this time departed from Luenow, and wa^ ac- 
companied by the prince to Banaras, which he chofe fbr bis 
refidcnce, not thinking it fafe to truft his perfon with Affrafiaub 
or Sindia ; a recommendation to’ whom of his interefts, was 
now the only fervice that the Englilh could afford him be- 
yond their own territories. He had an allowance of ‘ five lacks 
of rupees per annum from the navob vizier, and tvifely refolvcd 
to wait for better times. Shaw Aulum remained in the hands 
of hisj minifter. i 

, On the twenty fecond of Oflober 1784, Affrafiaub had an 
interview with his new ally Mahajee Sindia; when it was agreed, 
that they fliould jointly attack Mahummud Beg Harnmadannee; 
but their , plans were frullrated by an unfortunate event. On 
Tuefday, the fecond of November, Affrafiaub Khan was affaffin- 

ated 

■ Fifty tftoufand pounds. This allowantc was given at the eameft requsft 
of Mr. Haflings. * 
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atcd by a ibidier, faid to be employed by Zien-al-aub<id-Dlen 
the brother of the late Mecrza Shu^e Khan, and Mabummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, who dreaded the power which Sindians al- 
liance would give to the objeft of their hatred. This event 
Occafioned “^a new ^revolution in affairs, by transferring the autho- 
rity of the Moguls to 'the Mharaitas. 


^ Sindia, by prelents of fomc money, promifes of^ obedience, 
and a regular allowance for the royal houfehold, prevailed on 
Shaw Aulum to come to his camp, and bellow upon the 
*pefliwa the office of vaqueel muttulluk, or foie diredlor of 
the empire. With the deputation of this employment to himfelf. 
Under this grant, he claimed the command of the army of the 
unfortunate Affrafiaub, and the governments of Agra and Dhely. 
As he ^as at the head of a large body of Mharattas, and 
tlie Mogul chiefs could not agree among themfelves in the choice 
of a fucccflbr, he eafily effe<Sled his defigns. The different of- 
iicers of corps made their own terms with Sindia, pretending 
to obey the orders of the 'emperor; and Mahummud Beg alfo 
acknowledged his authority. Shujah Dil '’Khan, the father in 
law of Affrafiaub, gave up the fortrefs of Agra, after a Ihort 
fiege, for a jaghire, and aflurances of a provifion for the fon 
of the deceafed, his grandfon, an infant, named Khadim Houf- 
fem Khan. Shaw Aulum was now permitted to return to Dhely. 
Sixty thoufand rupees per month were lettled by Smdia for 
his fupportj but a body of Mharattas was ftationed with him, 
to prevent him encouraging any other power; fo that, in fadt, 
he was only a ilate prifoner in the hands of Sindia. 


Shaw Aulum did not remain long at Dhely, being again 
requefted by Sindia to take the field, to fandtion, by his ap- 
pearance, the capture of Aleeghur, the refidence of the Begum 
^ s'* of 

* Chief miuifter of the r%lbai’aUa Hate. 
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of Affrafiaub Khan. Jebaungeer Khan, the governor, after'fomc 
time, fubmitted. By the &U of Aleeghur, the authority of 
Sindia was eftabliflied in all the territories which had belonged 
to the late ameer al amra, Niijeef Khan. He now demanded 
tribute from feveral rajas, and among them from the raja of 
Jeypore, ton-ards whofe country he marched with the emperor. 
Negotiation and threatenings employed feveral montlis, till the 
approach of the rainy feafon of 1786, when Shaw Aulum re- 
turned to Dhely, and Sindia with his army cantoned at Muttra. 
The acquilitions of the Mharattas, by their interference with 
the Moguls, were however more fplendid than ufefulj the" pro- 
vinces of Dhely and Agra being exhaufled of revenue by the 
oppreffions of the late contending chiefs ; fo that Sindia began 
to find himfelf in a troublcfbme fituation. Long arrears were 
due to the troops, and his rcfources nvere unequal to his dti- 
burfements. 

A. D. 1737, Towards the latter end of the year 1787, a confiderable 
body of Mharattas, under Royjee Pateel, who had been fent to 
colleft a tribute from the raja of Jeypore, being defeated, Sin- 
dia marched with his whole army into that country, and ad- 
vanced within a fhort dillance of the capital. The raja, being 
aflified by the chief of Jodepore and other allies,' diflreifcd Ids 
enemy by cutting off his fupplies; fo that both Mharattas and 
Moguls became difeontented, and Mahummud Beg Hammadaunce 
with his followers deferted to the raja. In this conjunflure, 
Sindia refoivcd to' make a pufh, left the defeSion fliould be- 
come general. A fevere aftion took place, and Mahummud 
Beg was flain; but the valour and condua of his brother If- 
roaeel Beg rellorcd the courage of the troops, which had given 
way from the lofs of their chief, and viaory declared for the 
Raajepootcs. Three days after thhevent, Sindia was deferted by 
the difeiplined battalions of fepoys, who went over to Ifmacel 

Beg. 
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Beg. This misfortune was followed by repeated defeats, which 
obliged him to tetreat with precipitation acrofs the Chumbul, 
to the neighbourhood of Guahor, and quit for the prefent all 
oSenlive operations 5 leaving garrifbns in the citadel of Agra and 
fortrefs of Aleeghur, in hopes of their holding out till he could 
obtain reinforcements from Dekkan. Deeg and fomc otlicr places 
he gave up to the Jaut raja, Runjeet Sing, to whom they origin- 
ally belonged, that he might keep up an intereft among the 
natives of the country. . 

The evacuation of the provinces of Dhely and Agra by the 
Mharatta army, occafioncd a fcd change in the royal affairs. 
Shaw Aulum, the pageant of every fuccefsful party, marched 
from Dhely at the invitation of the raja of Jcypore, who ad- 
vanced within three days* journey of the capital to pay his 
refpe€lsj but whether he was unwilling to engage in the ad- 
miniftration of the royal concerns) intimidated by fears of the 
return of the Mharattas, or rcfolved only to aft for the pre- 
fervation of his own country, he in a fliort time obtained his 
difmiflion, and -withdrew to liis own territories. Shaw Aulum 
returned to Dhely, where he hoped to remain fecure, and un- 
engaged with party, till Sindia’s return with a reinforcement, or 
a decided fuperionty of his enemies. Unhappy indeed was his 
lituation, and hard the part he had to a(ft. In the hands of a 
Mharatta garrifon in his capital, and depending for fupport on 
Sindia, he was obliged, at the fame time, to lend his name to 
his enemy Ifmaecl Beg; who, after defeating the Mharattas in 
the field, had taken feveral places from them, and laid liege 
to Agra, under pretence of the imperial orders, t 

At this criCs flarted up a new adventurer, the moft fatal 
one of any to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum, “ Gholaum Kaudir 
VoL. II. N n Khan, 

• This chief was fon and fucceflor to Zabtab Khan, often mentioned in the 
preceding pages. 
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];han» a Rohilla chief, hoping to acquire power jn the diftraaci 
ihite of affairs, marched Suddenly from his refidcncc of Ghofe- 
ghur, and appeared before Dhcly, wliich the Mliaratta garriibn 
evacuated on ills approach. He obliged the emperor to confer 
on him the dignity of ameer al amra ; after which he mo^'cd 
to lay fiogc to the fortrefs of AIccghur, where Sindia had left 
a garrifon. 

.The prince Jehaundar Shaw, who. had refided iince the year 
1784 at Banaras, under the Enghfli protcdlion, was at this time 
alfo refolvcd to try his fortune in the troubles. He marched to 
Dhcly, and was joined on his route by feme thoufaiids of ad- 
venturers. On his arrival at the capital he was received with 
much favour by his fatlier, who empowered him to direct the 
operations of Gholaum Kaudir Klmj and the prince, after 
obtaining the releafe of his women anti children, who had 
been confined fince his flight, repaired to the fiege of AIcc- 
ghur. He ws foon difguflcd with the brutal difrefpcift of the 
Rohilla, and repaired to Agra, in hopes of finding a better 
fervant in Ifraaeel Beg, but was difappointcd. The money he 
had brought with him. from Banaras being c.xhauflcd, his fol- 
lowers became clamorous for pay, and the unliappy prince at 
length was obliged to 'dmde among them his cfFeds. Not 
chufing to return to Dhcly, left the influence of his brother 
Akber Shaw, the favourite fbn of Shaw Aulum, fhould pre- 
vail on his father to confine him in his unprotected ftaic, -lie 
threw -himfelf again on the gcncrofity of the Englifh. They 
again received him, and he jepaired once more to' Banaras, but 
did not long furvive his return. About a week after his arriv- 
al he was feized with a putrid fever, occalioned by expofing 
himfelf for fome hours to a burning' fun in a vifit , of devo- 
tion to the tomb of a ccIebratcd^Mahummedan faint at Chunar, 
and died on the thirty firft of May, 1788, after an illnefs of 
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little more than twenty four hours. He was buried with every 
honour due to his rank, the Enghfh rcfident and principal 
people of the city attending his funeral He left behind him 
three fons, whom, with the reft of his iainily, he recommend- 
ed to the care of the Englifti, under whom they enjoy a com- 
fortable afylum and allowance at Banaras. 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on the fall of Aleeghur, march- 
ed to join Ifmaeel Beg in the fiege of Agri, but they foon 
difagreeing, he left him to make conquefts for himfelf in other 
parts of the country. By this time Sindia had received fome 
liiccours from Dekkan, and difpatched his confidential minifter, 
Rana Khan, with the Jaut rajah, Runjeet Sing, to raife the fiege 
of Agra, near which a bloody battle was fought on the fixteenth 
of June, 1788, m which Ifmaeel Beg \vas compleatly defeated. 
With the lofs of all his cannon, baggage, and ftores. He made 
his efcape with much difficulty, by fwimming his horfe acrofs 
the Jumna, and reached the camp of Gholaum ICaudir Khan, 
but, not finding a kind reception, m a few days he retired to 
Shekohabad, where? he ^vas r^pe<afuUy treated by Illummafs Alec 
IChan, a colleftor of the navob vizier, who prefented himfwitli 
the fum of ‘ twenty thoufand rupees Being here joined by about 
fifteen hundred of his routed cavalry, and receiving letters from 
Gholaum Kaudir Khan, affiiring hun of future friendfhip, and 
apologizing for his late negleft, he repaired to his camp The 
rajas of Jeypore and Jodepore, whole intereft it was to keep 
up an enemy to the Mharattas, now fent him a fum of monej, 
which enabled him to receive numbers of his followers, who 
returned to his ftandard. An invitation was fent him by the 
navob Nazir, and the few chiefs with Shaw Aulum to inarch 
to Dhely, which he accepted of, but, on his arrival near the 
■city, the emperor, who wiflied to avoid offending Sindia by re- 
? N n 2 ceiving 
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ceiving his enemy, refufed to admit him, and lent him orders' to 
retire. Ifmaeel Beg pretended tO obey, but did not move, wait- 
ing the arrival of Gholaum Kaudir Khan, who was on his march 
to the capital, with the intention of forcing Shaw Auluin to 
give up hisconnefiion with the Mharattas. To-this he was in-’ 
ftigated by tlie navob Nazir and other officers, who, having of- 
fended Sindia, dreaded his diTpleafure, fliould the emperor fall 
again into his hands. The fupinenefs of the Mharattas after their 
defeat of Ifmaeel Beg, is not to be accounted for. Iniiead of 
marching immediately to Dhely. Sindia only advanced to Muttra; 
fo that' the unfortunate Shaw Anlum was left expofed to the trea- 
chery of his fervants, and, in the end, to dethronement, plunder, 
and loft of fight. 


Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on his arrival oppofite Dhely, re- 
quefted the emperor to admit him into the city, but was refufed; 
upon whtch he refolved to enter it by force ; and, having brought ' 
over Ifmaeel Beg to hts views, crolTcd the Jumna in the mght. 
with a part of hts army. Raja Himmut Bahadur, and the few 
Miarattas m the place, fled immediately, and the Mogul chiefe, 
with their followers in the emperor’s fervice, joined Ifmaeel Beg; 
fo that the unhappy Shaw Aulum, unable to refill, waS obhged 
to open the gates of the citadel, and receive the rebels. They 
were introduced by the navob Nazir, who anfwered for their 
fidelity to his tuajelly, and that tliey would flee him from the 
controul of the Mharattas, and the difgrace of -depending for a 
frpport on infidels rmd natural enemies to the faithful. Ghohum 
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, Idling at the emperor’s feet, aflurod him, 
their only objedl was his honour, and the expulfion of the Mha- 
nittas j which theypromifed to effeft, if one of the princes was 
permitted to accompany them to the field. A treaty wa's then 
drawn up, and fotemnly ratified by oaths in one of the mofques 
m the palace, by which it was lUpukted, that Shaw Aulum Ihould 
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receive a third part of the revenues for the fupport of his dig- 
nity. The emperor then committed his ion Soleymaun Shekkoh to 
their care, and a day was fixed for Jiis march againfi: the Mha- 
rattas 5 but this adjuftment was deceitful. In a few days, Gho- 
laum Kaudir demanded a large fum of money to pay the troops, 

%vhich Sliaw Aulum refufed , and the RohiUa refolved to polTefs 
himfelf of whatever treafure might be in the palace, hy dethron- 
ing the emperpr^ To this refolve he { was excited by the trea- 
cherous navob * Nazir, who,* forgetting thirty years of confidence 
and fevour, had informed him that his mafter poflefled hoards of 
treafure and jewels, though he pretended inability to fatisfy the 
troops. 

The degraded and wretched lituation of the once auguft fa- 
mily of Timuf, will appear more fully, m the tranflation of a 
journal of the monfirous tranfadtions of the unfeeling Gholauni 
Kaudir, from the dethronement of Shaw Aulum, to the flight 
from the city of that cruel traitor. 

Journal, July 26th. A,D. 1788, 

"About feven in the morning, Meerza ITmaeel Beg with his of- 
ficers and Mcerza Muttullub Khan, repaned to Gholaum Kaudir, 
who was feated in the hall of private audience, and, after Ibme 
converlation, lent repeated demantfe of money from the emperor, 
through the navob Nazir. Meerza Muttullub obferved, that had 
his majefty poflefled fuch a confiderabie fum, his affairs would 
,not have fallen into fuch extremity.. He was commanded to be 
liient by Gholaum Kaudir, who, at length fent two attendants to 
bring Bcdar Bukht, fbn of the emperor Ahmed Shaw. This prince 
being conduced into the oratory, was fcated on the throne, and 
the cuftomary falutations of royalty made to him by the chiefs. 

Gholaum Kaudir then difpatched Shaw Aulum, with nineteen 

princes, 

■ The Nazir is the fuperintendant of the pnvate apartments, always a eunuch. 



AURUKGZEBE’* SUCCESSORS. 

princes, his fons and grandfoos, under a guard to the apartment 
called Noor Mahal. After this a di/putc arofe between Gholaum 
Kaudir and Ifinaeel Beg, concerning the latter’s remaining in the 
palace ; and Kmaeel Beg at length departed in WTath to his camp.' 

Bedar Shaw received the compliments of the officers, and 
ordered feveral of the depofed emperor’s fervants into confine^ 
ment. Soleymaun Shekkoh was brought from the camp, and 
imprifoned with his father, who was this day denied even water’ 
by Gholaum Kaudir. The mmifters of the general mofque re- 
quelled to know in the name of what emperor the prayers 
tvere to be read; and the RohiUa anfwered, In the name of 
** God and his prophet.** He this day fent for the aged prin- 
cefles, ‘Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, from theif 
houfe in the city. On their arrival in the palace, he paid hiS 
refpe£ls, and told them the private apartments of the haram 
fliould be under their dire^on. They approved of his conduct# 
but warned him not to in fuch a manner as .to dravV 
the fcom of mankind. He replied, that, under the royal. auf- 
pices, the empire would be properly regulated. The ladies of 
Shaw Aulum’s family rcprcfented, that for two days they had 
been without food. He ordered them vi6hjals. 


This 

■ Thcfe ladles vrere the widows of Mahummud Shaw, and the former 
daughter to the emperor Ferckhrere. "When Ahmed Shaw Abdallec invaded 
Hindooflan, thej accompanied him on his return to his own territoncs, and rev 
Cdcd in his court till his death; when they came back to Dhelj, and were 
lowed byShawAulum torefide out of the palace m the city. It tvfuppofed they 
pon{fr.d great weaUh; as both Tiadir Shaw and Ahmed Shaw Abdallee in ihei/ 
intafions paid them refpe^, and left thnr propert}' unmeJerted, but it now fell 
into the hands of Ghclaum Kaudir. It is faid, thej' prompted him to depoftf 
Shaw Aulum, by an offJ-r of tea lacks of rupees, to place on' the throne Beda^ 
Shaw, the grandfon of their hulband, by a public dmccr. If this report ti true# 
tlidr misfortunes are Icfs pitiab]e,*as Shaw Aulum -had alwajs treated them with 
attention and refpeS during his whole reign. 
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*■ This -day. the princefs Mallekeh Zummaneh, affifted by the July 28th. 
navob Nazir, fearched the apartments of Iborteen of Shaw Aulurh’s 
women, and ordered all their money and cfFedts to be collected in 
the oratorj') after uhich they delivered them to Gholaum KaUdir 
Khan. The efFefls of Mcerza Akber Shaw were confifcated. 

Bedar Shaw conferred the 'rank of ameer al amra on Gholaum 
ICaudlr Khan. Information was lodged, that Mecrza Pi^indoo 
had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread and fome water 
to Shaw Aulum. The mercileft Rohilla ordered the benevolent 
prince * to be beaten with clubs , but the attendants refufed obe- 
dience. Mallekeh Zummaneh fent to Shaw Aulum, definng 
him to give up his buried treafures, and he fliould be rein- 
Rated on his throne. He replied, he was weary of fuch em- 
pire. Agga'Sundal complained to Bedar Shaw of the diflrefled 
lituation of the depofed fovercign and his family, perifhing with 
hunger. The Shaw gave him five rupees. The Agga obferv- 
ed, the fum was infufiicfent for fuch a number, even for a 
meal. Bedar alTurcd him he had no more money in his pof- 
fefliou. 

'To-day, a quarrel occurred between Bedar Shaw and the Julyagtii. 
Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat- 
ened to leave the palace; obferving, that they had feen four 
reigns, and been independant of all; had come from their 
houfes to ferve his fimily, but would return, and commit him 
wholly to the pleafure of Gholaum JCaudir, This filenced the 
Shaw, Bedar this day fent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and Akber V 
Shaw, afTunng them they fhoutd not want while he could re- 
lieve them, but that they muft be reconciled to the decrees of 
providence, and confider, that they father had reigned thirty 
years, while his fuffered the diftrefs they now complained of. 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, having prepared five wliips, obliged the 

fultan 
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fultan to take one in his hands, and accompany him to extort 
a confefljon of his treafbrcs from Shaw Aulum. 

This day, the aparfments of Shawabadee Begum were fearch- 
ed, and a cafket of jewels, fome ftrmgs of pearl, and gold and 
filver plate, heuig found, were delivered to Gholaum Kaudirj 
■who alfo fciaed ninety nine horfes from tile royal ftables. ' 
Thirty thoufand rupees v.erc found buried in the floor of a 
room, befides fome plate. The Rohdla fent the latter to the 
mint, and commanded coins to be flruck in the name of Bedar 
Shaw, with the following infcription : 

“ The fupporter of the true religion of Mahummud, Bedar 
" Shaw, by the grace of God flamped coins throughout the 
" world." 

To-day, five rupees, a bed, and a carpet, were fent by 
Gholaum Kandir to the unfortunate Shaw Aillum. Several la- 
dies of the haram were tied up and beaten with whips, to 
force a difcoveiy of their effedts; and the palace was filled with 
cries and lamentations. Except the garments they had on, every 
thing was feized. 

Gholaum Kaudir agreed to give Ifinaecl Beg five lacks of 
rupees from the plunder of the palace. Several of the confined 
princes were, infultcd by blows ; and feven bankers and corn- 
merchants feized and imprifoncd to'extort money from them. 

The navob Nazu- and the eunuchs reprefented to the em- 
peror. that they had by fevere chalhrement extorted a difcoveiy 
from fome of the ladies of the haram of a quantity of gold 
and filyer plate, with fome j'ewels. He ordered them to be fent 
to Gholaum Kaudir. Mcerza Buddoo, an ancient prince, uncle 

to 
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to Shaw Aulum, was Seized by the Rdhilla, and a demand 
made of a lack of nipees. Pleading inability, be was delivered 
to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholaiim Kaudir went to 
Shaw Aulum, and threatened him. . The • unhappy prince re- 
plied, <• What I had, you have taken; but, if you think I 
‘‘ conceal fome treafufes within me, rip up my bowels, and 
" be convinced." The traitor then afliired him, if he would 
discover his hoards, he (hould reafeend his throne. Shaw 
Aulum anfwered, "'I have no ambition left; may God pro- 
s' te£t you,, who have laid me afide: I am content with my 
“ fate.” The Rohilla then proceeded to the apartments of the 
brothers of Shaw Aulum, and threatened them with puniflr- 
ment. Four trunks of 'wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels, 
and a Clver bedftead only, were found in them on the flrifteft 
Search. The navob Nazir repents, now too late, of hiS con- 
duift; and will have more caufe every day. Ifmaecl Beg is 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed to give him a jaghire 
■and command in his army. 

I 

• To-day, perfons were Sent to dig up the floors of the apart- Augudad. 
ments of Mcerza Buddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap- 
paref, were found. The prince and his family were ordered 
to be kept without food; but at the carneft interceflion of 
Meerza Hinga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it w’as allowed them. 

Gholaum Kaudir to-day roughly demanded from the enipdror the 
whole Sum he had promifed for his throne. Bedar Shaw faid, 

“ He had given every thing as yet difeovered, and defired the 
" jewels might be valued.” The Rohilla rephed, " Jewels 
“ were to him of no value ; he muft have money, or plate 
“ to coin.” A meflage coming from the prlncefs Mallekeh 
Zummaneh, that flie wiflied to fee him, he ^wonid not go, but 
ahufed her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar 
Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every exertion (hould 
VoL. II. . o o - be 
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Augult 3d. 


Auguft 4tli. 


be ufed to procure money. The fultan- would have embraced 
him, but the wretch drew back, and retired in difpleafurc'; 
after which he’ .lent, a bajid of Afghauns to guard the royal 
perfon and extor! money. They threatened to pull Bedar Shaw 
from his throne, and correa him with blows ; upon which he 
exclaimed, If this is empire, the fcanty meal I enjoyed when 
“ among the confined princes, was fweet indeed.” The Af- 
ghauns ordered him to be fdent, faying, " They had ruined 
" Shaw Aulum in an inllant, and what was he better than 
" him.” Guards were alfo placed over the Begums Mallekeh 
Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal; and Gholaum Kaudir informed 
them, " that as the world would now at any rate call him 

’’u property of the 

royal family. The navob Naair trembles for his fafety, and 
has difcharged his attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de- 
manded from him. 

To-day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan -feated himfelf in the pre- 
fence of Bedar Shaw, and fmoaked , his hookah before Wms 
flre ching out his feet on the royal muCiud, at the fame time 
imuUing him by abufive language. 

''“a ^ T Gholaum Kaudir, 

rcque^g him to have the jewels valued, but he refufed; de- 
m nding fix beks m money, and would not fufiTer the Naair to 
return. The emperor fending him ttvo garlands of flowers he 
threw them on the around in difrefripfl- t-l t, " tie 
lekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal have ^ch^'^d 
houfeholds. Ruttun Ram advifing BeL Shlf f ? 
laut to the navob vbier, he Cudf •• I ha„e J ^ ^ 

garment on my body.” . """ 

Gholaum 

guilty of to the fovcrclgn. , 


• The Iilghcft difrqsciS he could be 
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* Ghokum Kaudir Khan to-day ^forced the doors of tlie royal Auguft 5th. 
baths; and finding two fiker chairs, lent. them to the mint. The 
apartments and effedts of Meerza Akber Shaw* were ranfacked. 

Thirty two elephants and one hundred horfes from tlie royal 
fiables w'ere fent to the Rohilla camp. A requefi: of Shaw 
Aulum for fome foot cloths was comphed with. 

' The thrones and other feats belonging to Shaw Aulum, or- Auguft 6th. 
namented with gold or filver, were broken to pieces, and the 
plate fent to the mint. Ghokum ICaudir feized the clothes^ and 
ornaments of fifty or fixty dancing girls belonging to the palace. 

On tlieir complaining of his oppreflion, he ^ commanded them 
to fing and dance, and being j)leafed with their performance, 
gave them back their clothes, but kept their jewels, and turned 
them out of the citadel. After this, he went to the apartments 
of the prince Meerza' Baber, which were rankcked; and fent a 
woman to fearch the haram. When every thing was feized, 
the prince and the ladies, were ordered to be put with the reft 
of the royal family in confinement. The dwelling of Meerza 
Khoord, brother to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The 
chief woman fervant of Kirrammut al Nifta Begum was feized, 
and feverely beaten, to make her difcovcr tlic effeits of her 
miftrefs; but fhe would not confefs,, and was put into prlfon. 

The floors of the Begum’s apartments were then dug up, and 
fome gold ornaments found. Gholaum Kaudir to-day threatened 
Bedar Shaw with punilhment, if he would not Qjeedily fup- 
ply him with money, as the troops were becoming clamorous 
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a dif- 
covery of the money he had faved from the revenues of Ben- 
gal and 'Aleabad. ~ The Shaw replied, ** that what was in 
'' the palace was feized; he had no more; and 'begged to be 
** put to death, that he might be freed from mifeiy.” The 
RohiUa replied, ** he would not hurt him, but force a con- 
O o 2 fefiion 
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fetllon from his Tons Meerea Akber and SolejTnaun 5 hekkoh.V 
Upon which Shaw Aulom faid, “ I am . in your hands, but 
** injure not my children.” Gholaum Kaudir threatened.- the 
princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father’s trea- 
furyj but infonned him, that there was a CaQimirian woman’ 
in the fervice of Koottubce Begum, who, if money was -con- 
cealed, was informed -of it. • Upon this the woman was fent for 
and queftioned, but confefled nothing; when flic was confined 
for further examination. Bedar Shaw to-day gave Gholaum 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five thoufand rupees, 
wliich had been difeovered, with which he nas well pleafed, 
"and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe, 
and five Clver plates.- Bedar Shaw defired 'he would cany 
hirn to the general molque to pay his devotions; - but 'the Ro^ 
hiila told him not to be in hafte, and he fhould go at a con- 
venient time in proper ftatc. The dilTention wdi -Ifinaeel'Beg 
encreafos daily, and that chief is treating- with thc-Mharattasi 
but, till their arrival, waits to get what he can from the plun- 
der of the palace. The furniture of the royal elephants w'as 
fcized to-day. - 

Bedar Shaw, font a meflage to Gholaum Kaudir, that he 

had, to • gratify him, though unbecoming his dignity as a* 
** prince, affifled in 'rifling the palace, and furrendered the trea- 
** fure difeovered. ' Nothing more \vzs left, but he was ready 
** to accompany him to the field, and acquire wealth for him 
** with the fword.” Gholaum Kaudir vifited Shaw Aulum, aiid 
told him, ** he was forry for his treafons, ' but would make 
** amends by feating his fon Meerza Akber on the throne.” 
Shaw Aulum replied, ** he might c6t as he pleafed; but as for. 
’** himfelf, he was weary of fuch degraded empire, ' and only 
« wiflied to be retired, and employ himfelf in devotion.” ' Bedar 
Shaw was feverely threatened this day with' coiTe<fh'on, if he did 
• . not 
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'nof procure^ more' money j'.upqrx wKith.he replied,, ", :that he had 
."'given. all in- his, power,- and fliould;. be- happy to be releafed 
t" * from ifucK: mock joyalty,” t \ • 

.c- ;- Bedar. Shaw -was again threatened with icorredHon. and confine- 
• ment,'in wfe he did not,' produce more, money or., jewels;, and 
’again reoliedy “ that Gholaum I^udirmight aft as he pleafed/’. 

' f In' 'the. apartments ' of Mubaric 'Mhal, . upwards of an'*hun- 
,dred women were fearched,‘;and afterwards imprifoned. Mallekeh 
-Zumtnaneh Avas . this day 'violently indifpofed, Bedar.' Shaw, de- 
clared to Gholaum -ICaudir, ■ that tliere.rWere^* no more .valu- 
•‘*»ables left in .'tlie palace; but if -he chofe; he would -.attend 
him ‘tO'.coUcft money '^from. die -rajas iand iemindars.’’. The 
Jlohilla .ahfwercd, that if money was , not . brought him, on 
"'the morrou^ 'the Shaw.. mulV take the confequence/.'- . Twenty 
chefts/df lace -and.-iiducs were -this day. burned by Gholaum 
Kaudir,.’-'to extraft'the Tilver,; Bedar. Shaw 'requefted.ian ,in- 
■tendew,'. but was < rudely refufed in. the- evening. . A meeting 
took place between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel. Beg Khan. 
The navob Nazir was threatened with flagellation if he did not 
produce money.' • i \ . 

' - .Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw.Aulum 
and demanded a difeovery of his hldden treafure. . The unfortunate 
Shaw replied,- '.‘T have none; -.take whaf you.can.find ih,the/ort.** 
•The villain therf ordered his attendants to lift up the princes Meerza 
•Soleymauh, Akbcr .-Shaw, and others, :and .dalh.: them, on , the 
■ground-; which ■' they did.-, Shaw Aulum jn .the agony, of his- 
.grief exclaimed,-^* Traitor,'- forbear. Tucli.crudty on my .children 
" in imy fight.” Upon. this,-'. Gholaum iOiudir. made the* Ro- 
hillas caft him on the, ground; after. wJuch-.they fat upon, his 
.breafi, and. llabbed out his eyes: with a .dagger. He then .gave 
' • ' ‘ orders 
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orders for the like cruelly to be inflidted on the princes, but 
was prevented by ‘the entreaties' of-^an officer, named Sectuldafs. 
The palace refounded* -with •‘‘lamentations among the ladies of 
the haram. They were commanded to be filent, on pain of 
ebaftifement. In the afternoon, Bedar Shaw was carried into 
the dty, attended by the Rohilla; but the latter, fulpcdting 
treachery from Ifmaeel Beg, returned fuddcnly with the Shaw 
to the palace. The inhabitants defert the city in crowds. The 
bankers’ and jewellers* ftiops have been llmt up many days. 

Two furgeons were lent to attend Shaw Aulum, who lies 
in great agony of pain. Some money and effects were fent by. 
Gholaum Kaudir to Iftnaeel Beg, who is much dillatisfied. A 
meeting afterwards took place between them, and they viffted 
Bedar Shaw in company. 

Aug. ixdi* Shaw Aulum petitioned for feme relief, as his family had 
been three days without provifions. Gholaum Kaudir ordered 
•twenty eight rupees per day to be diftributcd for their fup- 
port. 

Aug. i 2 tb. Gholaum Kaudir Khan ordered an efcort to conduft the 
plunder of the palace to Ghofeghur, The cooking utenfils of 
the royal kitchens were feized day. 


Aug. loth. 


Aug. i 3 lh. The emperor Bedar Shaw defired the navob I^azir to pre- ' 
pare a mofque in the palace for his * devotions ; but was in- 
formed, that the carpeting, &c. had been feized. Upon his 
importunity, however, fome fort of preparation was made; and 
Bedar heard, for the firft time, the prayer read in his own 
name as emperor. Two infant fons of the prince Soleymaun 
Shekkoh to-day died for want of food. Shaw Aulum ffifmiffed 

. ■ his 

» About two pounds tvjcivc fiuUings. ' 
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ils phyficians, and declined nourifbtnent, laying, “ it was more 
preferable to die, than live, alld^behold'.his 'family perilhing 
“ around him.” Bedar ordered theVchildren to be buried in 
the ,Mhal. He laid, “ that ShaW Xulunl complained unjuftly, 

“ and diould be religned to the decrees of providence.” Gho- 
‘laum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Dien, 
where he was met by Ifmaeel Beg, and mutual oaths of re- 
conciliation paired between them. 

The ladies from feveral apartments of the haram were turned Aug. 14111. 
out iwa ‘ Sulleem-glvK, aud Bedic Shaw was commanded by Ghn- 
laum Kaudir to dig up the floors in fearch of treafure. Parties of 
Mharatta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw 'Aulum 
is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe. 

The Rohillas mutinied, and Gholaum Kaudir was obliged Aug. igih. 
to remain clofe in the 'citadel. Meerza Ifmaeel Beg conflned 
leveral inhabitants of the city to extort money from them. 

Beddr Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparing Aug. 161I1. 
to refill the Mharattas, who were now plundering round the 
city, and carrying off the cattle and grain. Many angry mef- 
lages pafied between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, con- 
cerning the divifion of plunder. At length, the former went 
to vifit the latter in the evening to tty an accommodation. 

Tiyo diamonds, which had been given from the plunder of 

, Shaw 

» Sulleemghur, or Selimghur, is part of the old palace erefied by the eni- 
pcroi* Jehaungeer, whofe name was alfo SiJlleem, or Sclimi Since the comple- 
tion of the new palace by Shaw Jehaun, 5ullccroghur has been ufcd as a pnfon 
for tilt princes of the royal family. It js large* feveral courts, and gardens 
for their recreation. Till the reigning emperor became himfelf in want, they 
were allowed every convenience of life, but liberty; and as they were moflly 
bem and bred up in confinement, perhaps did not much feel the want of if. 
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Sha^^r Aulum to BedaV Shaw, were this day taken from him by 
the Rohilla. 

To-day, Gholaum 'Kaudir and Ifmaecl Beg vifited Bedaf 
Shaw, and demanded money, that they might pay the troops; 
and attend him to the field. The^ Shaw replied, ** that he had 
** none; but would confign over to them the navob Nazir; 

from whom they might extort it.*' A convoy of baggage, &c. 
from Ghofeghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rohillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumn^ 
in trying to efcape from the enemy by fording it. The Mha-- 
rattas appeared on the bank of the Jumna oppofitc the citadel. 
Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to march, offering to ac.- 
company him. 

The Mharattas continued their approaches, all fupplies wer^ 
flopped from the city, and the fhops fhut up. Part of the Ro.' 
hilla army crofled the river, unoppofed by the enemy* Gho-* 
laum Kaudir went into the apartments of the confined princes, 
and ordered the property of Khier aT Niifa Begum, lifter of 
Shaw Aulura, to be feized. Her money, ornaments, and evert 
the garments fhe had on, were taken. Several princes were 
brought before him, whom he addrefled, faying, You alpired 
to empire, give me your treafures for it,” In reply, tliey 
wept, and faid, ** You have taken all yfe had; there is nothing 
•• remaining but our lives,'* He then caufed them to be beatert 
with whips, and fent them back to confinement. A demand 
was made on the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeb- 
Mhal for five lacks of rupees. 

. The cffeifts of the two Begums ahove-mendoned were this 
day feized, guards placed on their houfes and their attendants 
lent prifoners to the citadel, A letter •wnc c. ct. 


aw 

im 
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Aulum requefHng relief, as he and his family were perilhing 
with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir threw the letter on the ground,' 
and exclaimed, I came not here of ‘my own will; but, as 
** I hept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an* apparition 
** Ibiick me on the face, faying, March fpeedUy to Dhely/ de- 
" pofe the emperor, and Ccizc the country.'* i Meerza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day fo feverely flogged by or- 
ders of the RohiUa, as to faint aw'ay, and at length difeovered 
a chamber, under the floor of which were fecreted fome large 
chefts, two of which were filled with gold coin, and others 
with rich cloths. -The contents of this hoard were unknown to 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depolited there by Shaw Begum 
in tlie laft 'reign. . ' * ‘ 

' - f ' 

A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and his efTedls feized. Aug. aoth, 
He was alfo commanded to difeover the hidden treafures of Shaw 
Aulum, on 'pain of pynifliment. * Bedar Shaw fent a requeA to 
Gholaum Kaudir for the rcleafe of Meerza Buddoo; but the 
meflenger returned without delivering it, the navob being in a 
violent iage, which made him fearful of going into his pre- 
fence. About nine at night, the Shaw ventured to fend again, 
begging that he would, for pity's fake, allow'fome viftuals for 
the women ; upon which he vfent a fmall quantity of oil and 
flour. Many ladies of the haram were fearched to-day, and 
Rohilla foldiers placed at their apartments. Gholaum Kaudir 
came > into the oratory, -and had much converfation with the 
emperor and the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh ’and Sahebeh 
Mhalj when it was agreed, that the ladies belonging to Bedar 
Shaw {hould«be removed from the haram, and a ftri€t fearch 
be made for treafure in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent 
for, and ordered to difeover his hoards. He replied, ** that he 

knew of none, and begged for ‘'compaflion on. his niiferies, 

VoL. II. ; P p ^ « and 
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“ and his family dying with hunger.” The Rohilla told him# 
“ he thould yet^^ve more calamities to fufFer.” 

To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebch Mlial from their chambers into the apartments of Ak- 
her Shaw, and alfo the Begum of Bedar Shaw. Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infulted honour; 
when the Rohilla turning him back, told him to go and keep 
them company; ^vhen he retired to them accordingly. Four 
ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their boies were 
thrown into the open court, while Gholaum Kaudir was fur- 
veying the labourers, who, by his orders, were buBed in dig- 
ging up the floors of the haram. He to-day commanded fbme 
of the princes to fing for him, and one of his attendants en- 
treating him not to be fo difrefpeftTuI, he exclaimed, ** If they 
" cannot fmg, what elfe are they fit for? They are the off- 
“ ipring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have 
•* tamely fuffered me to aft as I have done?” 

Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him, 
from regard to God and the prophet, to allow fome provifion 
for his women and children ; when the Rohilla frowned fternly 
upon him, and uttered much abufive language. The Shaw with 
the Begums are now confined in thc.oftagon turret, furrounded 
only by Ikreens, Gholaum Kaudir fent for Akber Shaw and 
other princes to fmg and play before him, which they dared 
not refufe. After the performance, he exprefled his approba- 
tion, and fald, ■' Shaw Aulum and his Eimily fhould no lon<»er 
** he diftrefled for neceflaries and food.” o ° 

. The houfe of the'navob Kazir tos fcarched, but notliing 
of much value difeovered. The Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous 
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lor money. Gholaum Kaudir pretends' he ^ hif none, and is 
dividing among them the effecfls of jthe- palace. '* 

A daughter of the priilce Meerza Toghrul died of hunger, 
and was buried in her chamber, Meerza Ifmaeel Beg fent to 
enquire of Gholaum Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene- 
my were now furrounding him. Gholaum Kaudir excufed him- 
ifelf for his behaviour to the navob Nazir, by declaring, that he 
had feized his property, only left it fliould be fuipedted that he 
was his advifer in the plunder of Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh Mhal. Parties of the Mharattas appeared to-day clofe 
to the old citadel, and carried off fome horfes and bullocks. 
Munniar Smg, who commanded the palace guard, having al- 
lowed fome provifions to pafs to Shaw Aulum and the other 
confined princes, was rebuked fevcrely by Gholaum Kaudir. 

I ' t 

% I Meerza Ifmaeel Beg threatened Gholaum Kaudir, that if he 
would not deliver up his ftiare of the plunder, he would leave 
him and the Mogul chiefs alfo declared, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fcrvice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no anfvver. Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh^ Mhal fent 
a petition that they might not be left to perilh with hunger, 
but rather,, be relieved from their miferies by immediate death. 
Bedar Shaw threatened to put on a ’religious habit; but was 

tD\d by the Hobiba, &at be rouft prepare to match. He re- 

plied, that he would npt move.i 

) ‘ I 

Bedar Shaw requefted of Gholaum Kaudir to dethrone^hiin, 
as he was ..weary of a dignity which did not afford him and 
his family the moft common neceflaries of life. Gholaum 

, ’ . P p 2 Kaudir 

• 'o ^ ' - > 

* In Hmdooflan, for a perfon unSer the protcQlon of another to anume 
the habjt of a fakeer, or religious, is reckoned dd^ccful to the party promifing 
protei^Qn, and believed to bnng down the curfes of heaven Upon him. 
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Kaudir fcizcd all the horfcs''6f the royal ftables, and diflributcd 
them among ‘lii^ followers, ' leaving only fifteen, of little value, 
for the Shaw’s ulc. Six ladies of the harain died of hunger, 
and their bodies tverc tlirowti oyer the walls of the citadel, on 
the fands of the Jumna. On its being reported, that 'many 
others were in a dying Ibte, from the fame caufe, Gholautn 
Kaudir lent a fmall Aipply for the Nvomcn of Bedar Shaw, but 
took no notice of tl\c reft. 

Aug. 27ih. Four ladies of Shaw Aulum’s Iiaram, weary of life, threw 
thcrafclvcs from a window into the river, and were drowned. 
Their, bodies were ftripped by fomc foldicrs, one of whom was 
wounded in a fouffle for the divifion of the garments. The 
• unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft famifoed, fent a fmall filver 
bow ring, by a foldicr who pitied his condition, into the [market 
for fale. It produced only • feven pice, with which feme coarfc 
bread was purchafed for his meal. A confiderable fum of 
. money, many valuable jewels and rich cflTcfts, were found in 
the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and fdzed by Gholaum Kaudir, 

Aug. aSth, Some provifions and apparel were allowed to Sha%7 Aulura 
and his fiimily. Alallekch Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal cn, 
treated, but in vain, to be allowed to retife to their houfos in 
the dty. Gholaum Kaudir refufod to vifit Bedar Shaw, though 
repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was releafed from his 
confinement. The foops in the city- are fliut up, owing^to 
the riotous behaviour of the Rohillas from the deamefs of grain, 
the.Mharattas preventing all fupplies from the country. 

Aug. a9ih. Gholaum Kau^, in a frolic of intoxication, fent for Akber 
Shaw and fcveral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the 
lion’baftioh, where he entertained them with a feaft and dan- 

cih^. 


About Hxpeoce. 
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cing. ■ After fome time, laying his head on'tlie knees 'of Akber 
Shaw, he ilept for' two hours. On awaking, he wept, fay- 
ing, “ he had been guilty of great crimes, and repented of 
“ his behaviour ; that he yvould ' reftore all ■ the property he 
" had’ taken, but could not replace the eyes of Shaw Aulum.” 
Akber Shaw, after fome confideration, obferved, that “ the pro- 
“ vidence which had given eyes to lus fither, had alfo taken 
“ them aways and the inftrument of heaven was not to blame.” 
They fat at the entertainment until funrife. 

Bedar Shaw went to vifit Gholaum Kaudir, who would not 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. . The 
women of the haram ate in the greateft diftrefs for want of 
viiftuals. • ' ’ - 

Bedar Shaw, by melTage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order 
fome relief to the confined princes and ladies of ' the haram j 
but was anfwered with atigiy refulals. Gholaum Kaudir, in 
pafling' by the Mhal, was ■ accofted with loud complaints from 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow them food, 
or let' them leave the citadel ; but he paOed on, faying, " tha't 
in four days more he would relieve them." He went to 
the emperor’s bedchamber, and finding a fcymetar oii the bed, 
took it awayj at the lame time commanding the guards not to 
let Bedar Shaw come to him on any account. 

The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- 
rears. He has Ipent . this day in trying ' to appeale them, but 
in' vain. They threaten to defert him. , 

Gholaum ICaudir went out to the tomb of Hoomaioon to 
pacify the Rohillas. After much argument, one of the muti- 
neers, drawing his dagger, rufited towards him, but was Hop- 
ped 


Aug. 30th. 


Aug. 31ft. 


Sept. lit. 
1788. 
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Kaudir feizcd all the liorfcs'bf the royal ftables, and diflributcd 
them among 'lii? followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value, 
for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haram died of hunger, 
and their bodies were tltrown over the walls of the citadel, on 
the fands of the Jumna. On its being reported, that ‘many 
others were in a dying ilatc, from the fame caufc, Gholaum 
Kaudir fent a fmall fopply for the women of Uedar Shaw, but 
took, no notice of the reft. 

Aug. 27th. Four ladies of Shaw Aulum’s haram, wxaiy of life, tlircw 
themfelvcs from a window into the river, and were drowned. 
Thdr_^hodi^ were ftrippcd by fome foldicrs, one of whom was 
wounded in a fcufHc for die divifion of the garments. The 
* unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft famiflicd, fent a fmall lilvcr 
bow ring, by a foldicr who pitied his condition, into the [market 
for fale. It produced only • (even pice, with which fome coarfe 
bread was purchafed for his meal. A confiderablc ftim of 
. money, many valuable jewels and rich effedb, were found in 
the houfc of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir. 

Aug. 28th. Some provifions and apparel were allowed to Shaw Aulum 
and his family. Mallekch Zummanch and Sahebeh Mhal en- 
treated, but in vain, to be allowed to retire to their lioofes in 
the city. Gholaum Kaudir refufed to vifit Bedar Shaw, though 
repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was yelcafed from lus 
confinement. The (hops in the city are flmt up, owing® to 
the riotous behaviour of the Rohillas from tlie dearneft of grain, 
the Mharattas preventing all fupplies from the country. 

Aug. 29th. Gholaum Kaudir, in a frolic of intoxication, (ent for Akber 
Shaw and fevcral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the 
lion baftion, where he entertained them with a feaft and dan- 
cing. 
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cing. After fome time, laying his Tiead on the knees ’of Afcber 
Shaw, he flept for two hours. On awaking, he wept, fay- 
ing, he had been guilty of great crimes, and repented of 
“ his behaviour j that he would reftore all the property he 
had" taken, but could not replace the eyes of Shaw Aulum." 
Akber ,Shaw, after fome confidcration, obferved, that “ the pro- 
vidence wliich had given eyes to his father, had alfo taken 
" them away 5 and the inftrument of heaven was not to blame/* 
They fat at tlie entertainment until funrife. 

Bedar Shaw went to vifit Gholaum Kaudir, who would not 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. • The 
women of the haram are in the greateft diftrefs for want of 
vlftuals. ’ ‘ ‘ ' " 

Bedar Shaw, by raeflage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order 
fome relief to tlie confined princes and ladies of 'the haram $ 
but was anfwered with angty refufals, Gholaum Kaudir, in 
paffing by the Mhal, was * accofted with loud complaints from 
the unfortunate women, who begged him to allow theni food, 
or lef them leave the citadel; but he palTed on, /aying, “that 
“ in four days more he would relieve them.** He went to 
the emperor’s bedchamber, and finding a'fcymctar on the bed, 
took it away; at the fame time 'commanding the guards not to 
let Bedar Shaw come to him on any account. 

The troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- 
rears. He has ipent this day in tiying * to appeafe them, but 
in vain. They threaten to defert him. 

Gholaum ICaudir went out to the tomb of Hoomaioon to 
pacify the Rohillas. After much argument, one of the muti- 
neers, drawing his dagger, rufhed towards him, but was ftop- 
. ped 
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Aug. gift. 


Sept. lit. 
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ped by Iiis companions. At length, the troops were iatlsfied 
with the affurance of receiving two montlis pay immediately, 

• and Gholaum Kaudir returned to the palace. 

Sept. 3d. 'News arrived that the zemindars in 'Sarungporc were in 
amis } on which account Gholaum Kaudir has refolvpd to 
march to Ghofeghur, leaving Jfinaeel Beg Khan in Dnely, to 
defend it againft the Mharattas. 

Sept. 4th. Gholaum Kaudir Is preparing for his march. A new quar- 
rel has arifen between him and Ifmacel Beg Khan concerning 
the divifioti of the plunder. 

Sept. 5th. Bedar Shaw requefted, by meflage, tliat Gholaum Kaudir 
would permit barbers to be admitted to Shaw Aulum and his 
Tons, who had not been fliaved iince the day of his detbrone- 
m^t. It was allowed. Gholaum Kaudir has been the whole 
, day drinking, and liilening to the finging girls. 

Sept, 6ih. ^ Qp the deccafed emperor Ahmed Shaw died in the 
palace, and Gholaum Kaudir would not permit the body to be 
carried out for interment, tliough Bedar Shaw entreated his 
permlffion. The Rohilla has been this day confulting with his 
officers, concerning his defence againft the Mharattas. 

Sept. 7th. As Gholaum Kaudir was lilting under a tree this day, a 
hlack fnake fell upon him from one of the branches, but he 
received no injury. A quantity of gold and jewels was dif- 
covered in the ceiling of a chamber. Part of the Rohilla army 
crofled the river, on which the Mharattas retreated to fome 
diftance. 

Bedar 

• The territory Inherited by Gholaum , Kaudir from his fhthcr Zabtah Khan. 
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Bedar -Shaw obferved to his attendants, tfliat his was a Sept. 8th. 
Grange empire, for he could not even obtain neceflarics for his 
family; that he read the koraun nightly, flept upon the bare 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his 
mercy would have pity on his fituation. Gholaum Kaudir re- 
viewed Hs artillery, and is preparing to march. 

Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. S«pt. 9th. 

Gholaum Kaudir divided the royal tents among his chief Sept. loth, 
followers. 

Nothing remarkable occurred till die fourteenth, when Gho- 
laum Kaudir, alarmed at information of Ilmacel Beg’s being in 
treaty with Sindia to deliver him up to that * chief, fuddenly 
left the palace, and fwam the Jumna on an elephant to join 
the part of his army encamped on the other fide. In a few 
days, however, he returned; andgomg to 'Shaw Aulum, aflured 
him, that though he might reign again if the Mharattas were 
viftorious, he fliould not enjoy the prefence of his children, as 
they Ihould be put to death in cafe of liis defeat. The favage 
Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortilnate emperor 
to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. Akber 
Sbavf fome reftftawce, Gholaum Kaudir draw hs feymaur, 

and threatened to kill him if he did not embark, when the 
prince was obliged to comply. The plunder of the palace was 
alfo all carried off in boats. The day following, the Rohilla 
returned to the citadel, and fcverely heat Shaw Aulum with 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the princes. He then 
obliged the aged Begums Mallekch Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal to go to his camp, in defpite of their lamentations and 
entreaties. Then fetting fire to all the combuftible parts of the 
citadel, he evacuated it, with his followers, and repaired to his 

camp. 
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camp. Upon departure, a detachment of Mharattas toolc 
poflelTion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, the chief, re-v 
leafed Shaw Aulum from his confinement, and ordered refrefli^ 
meats for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons* 
in the haram, ^'ho, for fevcn days, had been able to procure 
no fuftenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or^ 
dered to be ftrucfc in the name of Shaw Aulum, who w’as 
again treated as emperor; but he wilhcd to decline the throne 
in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had always intended for’ 
his fucceffor. 

Gholaum Kaudir, a few days after his departure from Dhely, 
difgufted at fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to ob.. 
tain an accommodation, with the Mharattas by regaining the 
favour of Shaw « Aulum, dethroned his newly made fovereign, 
and acknowledged, as emperor, Akber Shaw, Such was the 
affe£bion of Shaw Aulum to his fon, that on hearing of his 
exaltation, he wrote to Gholaum Kaudir and the treacherous 
navob Nazir, aflurlng them of his pardon for the injuries he 
had fuftained by their condudl, and thanking them for placing 
his fon on the throne. He entreated Rana Khan, the Mha^ 
ratta general, to acknowledge Akber Shaw; but that chief re^ 
fufed, laying, ** He could not, while the prince was in lait 
only a prifoner, in the hands of Gholaum Kaudir Khan.” 

o 

Rana Khan having fettled affairs at Dhefy, and being re*, 
inforced by navob Alee Bahadur with a confiderable force froir; 
Dekkan, eroded the Jumna, to oppofe Gholaum Kaudir Khan, 
That chief, finding it impofiible to {land againfl: lb powerful 
an enemy, endeavoured to make his retreat into his own coun-. 
tr)', but was intercepted. He took refuge in the town of Mhirta^ 
and made propofals of fubmilHon ; but the Mharattas would not 
accept them; and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made ^ 

general 
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general afiault on the place. Gholaum Kaudir defended him* 
fclf a whole day againft their attacks ; but feeing that he mtift 
in the* end be feducedj he in the night mounted a fleet horfe 
and made^his efeipe, leaving hiS followers td flnft fbr them- 
felves. He had not rode many miles, when his horfe flum- 
bled, and Gholaum Kaudir was (o bruifed by the . fall he re- 
ceived, that he could not move, fn this fituation he was found 
by feme villagers, who tdok him prifoner to the Mharatta camp. 

He had, previous to his flight, concealed the moft valuable 
jewels acquired from the plunder of the palace, in his faddle 
and houfings. To whofe lot this prize fell, is not known, as ♦ 

the horfe was never found. The navob Nazir, and other chiefs 
who had remained in Mhirta, were in the mornirig obliged to 
furrender with the troops at the diferetion of the enemy. Gho- 
taurrt Kaudir was at firft treated with diftindtionj but loon put 
info heavy irons, with his companion in treachery, the navob 
Nazir. Akbcr Shaw and the odier fbns of Shaw Aulum, with 
the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh MhaJ, alfo the 
depofed Bcdar Shaw, were relpeClfuIIy treated by Rana Khan, 
who fent them to Dhely, with a proper efcort for, their pro- 
tection. Bcdar Shaw was remanded to imprifonment.. 

j I 

The Mharattas poflelTcd themfelves of Ghofeghur, and the 
territories^ of Gholaum Kaudir Khan. They are now without 
a rival in the ^reCtion of the emperor, and likely to remain 
fo, as Jong as their own Rate fliall remain free from internal 
commotions, and the neutrality of the Englith and the navob 
vizier, with refpeft to the imperial aflairs, be obferved. 

While a prince of the houfe of Timur is efleemed as a 
ncceflary pageant for the veneration of the people, v/c lhall 
continue to hear of an emperor of Hindooftan; but it is very 
improbable that arty future poffeflbr of the throne, will^ ever 
VoL, IK Q^q acquire 
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acquire) the fmaHeft independancc , on , the -will ^ of the^^power 
•which ' protefts f his , perfon, , whether Hindoo or Mahummedahj 
fThci'ruIers of the j different provinces ;have,<,( as yet, ^been con^ 
tented^ to acknowledge- a ^-nominal fubmiflion to an _emperpf» 
from' motives ./of convenience. Jt has . prevented the jealou^ of 
their equals, and given a Andlion to their , ufurpations with the 
people, who have yet regarded the Timur family as the fbun^ 
tain of honours and employments j but, except over Dhely, ^ 
fmall tradl around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
Aleabad, the emperors have had no real territorial authority* 
fince the reign of Mahummud Shaw. The Mharattas once 
attempted to fet up a fbvereign of their own at Dhely • ; and* 
fhould they not be interrupted in their prefent career of vic" 
tory, may, in a few .years, 'throw afide. the family of Timut* 
and declare the raja of Sittarra, or .their pefhwa, emperor of 
Hindooftan, or at leaft of the 'exteiifive mare of it in theif 
pofTenion. 


Since this conclufion, the* wretch Gholaum Kaudir wa^ 
punifhed by Sindia. His ears, nofe, arms, and legs, were cut 
off; and in this mutilated ftate he was fent to Shaw Aulum/ 
but died on the road to Dhely. Shaw Aulum has realTum-* 
cd the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fubfifts on the 
bounty of Sindia, who is employed in reducing the JeyporO 
country. , 

1792. 

By the lafl advices, Sindia had levied contributions from 
the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodepore rajas, and obliged them to 

cede 

• The failure of which attempt has been related in the defeat of the Bhaow, 
by the Abdallee Shaw, in the preceding pages. 
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cede Ibme parts' of iheir country, and pay tribute for the reft; 
Shaw Aulum continuejrk mere penfioner on tins chiefs -^Thc 
fuccefTes of the Enghlh, Nizam, and Mharattas againll Tippoo 
Sultan, and the partition of his territories, promiTe fome con- 
^nuance of peace to Hindooftan, where it is probable, how- 
ever, the fun of Timur has fet for e\cr. ^ 


END OF AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS 
IN THE EMPIRE OF HINDOOSTAN. 

I 



PART VI. 

HISTORT OF BENGAL, 

FROM THE ACCESSIOH OF 

ALIVERDEE khan -MAHABUT JUNG. 



PREFACE. 


It was fuppofed, that an account of the affairs of Bengal, 
with which we are fo nearly concerned, would be more agree- 
able to the reader feparately demled, as its connedion muft 
have been frequently broken off by the events in other pro- 
vinces, if inferted m the general hiftory of the empire, 

Bengal, iincfi the death of Mahummud Shaw, like the other 
provinces, has been nearly independant of the emperors j the 
feveral navobs remitting only a trifling part of the revenues to 
court, and the Engldh government, fince the departure of Shaw 
Auluni'in J771 from under our protedion, has ceafed to pay 
any other acknowledgment of hts Ibvereignty, than uflng his 
name on the coin and in fome of the orders of adminiilration 
to native officers; if we except a few inconfiderable prefents 
offered him on the great Mahummedan feftivals. 

At the death of Aurungzebe, and for fome years prior to 
that event, Bengal was governed by Moorihud KooUee Jaffier 

Khan, 




Khan, of whom an account has been publHhed by Mr. Glad- 
win, and alfo of his fucceflbr Shujah ad Dowlah, His fbn 
Serferauz ad Dowlah was depofed by Mahabut Jung, filled 
alfo Aliverdee Khan, whofe life begins the following pages. 
This was compiled from a Perfian manufcript. The tran- 
fadlions from his laft illnels were tranflated from the Perilan 
hiftory of Bengal, as literally as poffiblc, of • Gholaum Houf- 
fein Khan, a learned and relpeftable charailer, once of 
greater confequence, but now, if living, a member of the na- 
tive court of judicature under the moft worthy navob^^Alee 
Ibrahim Khanj the eflablifhmcnt of which by Mr. Hastings 
reftorcd jufHce and police to a great capital, in which they had 
long been negledled. * 


• An Inglifh tranflation of tWs has, I underfland, "been pubhflied in Calcutta, 
by MuAapha, a French muffulmaun, ^vhich I Ihould have v?Uhed to have corn* 
pared v?ith my own, but have not been able to procure it. 


HISTORY 
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Mahabut Jung was originally named Meerza Mahummud 
Alee. His fether, Meerza^ Mahummud, an officer in the fer- 
vice of the prince Azim Shaw, on the death of his patron 
falling into dHlrefs, moved from Dhely to Cuttac, the capital 
of OrilTa, in hopes of mending his fortune under Shujah ad 
Dowlah, a di/lant relation to his wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was 
fon in law to Jaffier^ IChan, foubahdar of Bengal, from whom 
he held Orifla, as deputy governor. He received his relation 
with kindnefs, appointing an allowance for his fupport; which 
induced Meerza Mahummud to fend for his fon, who accordingly 
repaired to Cuttac, and was entertained by Shujah ad Dowlah 
in his fervice, at a monthly ftipend of one hundred rupees. In 
•a (hort time, the abilities of Mahummud Alee engaging the 
c/leem of his patron, he gradually entrufled him with com- 
mands againft rebellious zemindars, in which he proved himfelf 
worthy of confidence, and was generoufly rewarded by higher 
trulls. He now invited his elder brother Hajee Ahmud, then 
returning Irom a pilgrimage to Mecca, to join him ; and on 
his arrival 'he, as alfo his three Ions, Mahummud Reza, Ma- 
hummud Saeed, and Mahummud Halhim, were enrolled in the 
VoL, n, R r fervice 
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fer\ice of Shiyali ad Dowkh, at falanes of fifty, tHrtj', twenty, 
and fifteen rupees per month , but as the influence of Ma- 
hummud Alec encreafed, they were proportionably raifed to 
higher employments. • 

Jaffier Khan, being ddpleafed at Shujah ad Dowlah’s har- 
ing negleSed his daughter for other women, left at his death 
the fucceflion to his government to his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan, but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft 
at the court of Dhely than his fon, procured the foubahdary 
for himfelf, nhen Serferauz Khan dutifully fubmitted to his 
authonty, on promiie of fiicceeding his parent, and continued to 
hold the office of •imperial dewan under him. 

Shujah ad Dowlah, thinking himlclf greatly indebted to the 
abilities and fidehtj of Mahummud Alee and Hajee Ahmud, 
for bis eafy acquifmon of the government of Bengal, purfued 
no meafure without their advice. On the former he bellowed 
the * fojedaury of Raujemahal, and procured for him from the 
emperor a ‘munfub and the title of Ahiefdce Khan The latter 
was appointed fupcnntendant of the cuftoms of Moorlhudabad, 

and 

■ Supenntendani of the colleflions While the authority of the emperors 
was properly obfeired, the dewan of a province iranaged ihe irrcnuts, and 
the naxiia, or foubal dar, had no power over iheni, his bang lole'y that of 

commander in chief and difpenrer of cncoinal hw , but as the empire d-clined, 
he ufuiyed the tighls of the dewin, w^ofe office beam- nommjl only Lori 
Clive obBined it for the comp-ny, who lecljiined the proper demon of the 
office, but have not for fome years rem tted any part of the revenue to Dhely. 
During Shaw Aulum’s reMence under then pmteaon. he received annually 
twenty fia lacs of rupees . but on quitting it, this mbute was withheld 

‘ The fcijedanr Ul his diDna had the fame authonty as the naiim of a 
province, hut lattcrlj, his office has been confined to the fupenutcndancc of 
police 

« Commander of a body of cavalry, fometimes nominal on!y, for ibc pur- 
pofe of giving a title, as all tank is nuliury^in Hindoofian. 
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and ills three fons to confiderable employments. Thefe diftinc- 
tions were 'but the paths to higher offices, as, in a fhort time 
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the emperor 
on Shujah ad Dowlah, he entrufted the" government of it to 
Ahverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional tank, and the 
title of 'Mahabut Jung. Hajee AhmUd was created dewan to 
the navob, and his fons raffed to the governments ' of large dif- 
trifls in Bengal and Bahar. 

Shujah ad Dowlah after twelve years* 'government of Ben- A. H.'iijr. 
gal, ‘(the inhabitants of which fbllfpeak with veneration of the A. 0,1738* 
lenient^ exercife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe 
character as a moral and religious man ftands high on the pages 
of native hiftoiy. ^EufufF Alee Khan, who writes that of Ma- 
habut Jung, and ftrives to apologife for his ufurpation, as ‘the 
cfFc( 5 t of necedity and lelf-def^ce, fays, ** Serferauz Khan was 
** a prince of exemplary virtue; for though he poflelTed eveiy 
** incitement to voluptuouihels in addition to the fcafon of 
** youth, yet he was not addicted to fenfual enjoyments; and 
** during his ihort government, in the courfe of which J was 
** conftantly with him, 1 never beheld in his conduit even a 
‘‘ tendency towards a vicious action. But, alas ! he was ig- 
5* norant of the arts of policy, and pofiefied not an addrefs or 
manners to conciliate the world, (b that he became a prey 
to the machinations of his enemies.” 
i 

" Serferauz Khan at firll: confirmed all the iervants*of his 
father in office, but* fhortly, impelled by the clamour of his, 
own dependants, who naturally wifhed to fliarc in the advan- 
tages of government, he took the dewanny from Hajee Ahmud, 
and removed his friends Aulum Chund Royroyan and Juggutt 
, ^ R r 3 ^ c j j Sect 


■ Imprcfling terror m war. 
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Sect from their employments 3 which gave much difguft to tho 
■ two brothers, who had for fome years, through their influence 
with Shujah ad Dowlah, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahmud re- 
foUed on the deftruftion of his maftcr, and privately concert- 
ed tvith Mahabut Jung to depofe him j but at the fame 
time had the addreft to make Serferauz Khan believe, till too 
late, that he was attached to his interelb, and even to perfuade 
Iiim to difband a great part of his army, fo unneceflarily cx- 
penfive in a time of profound peace. He pretended that he 
was weary of the cares of office, and to thank die navob for 
relieving him of a burden, and giving him the indulgence of 
religious retirement in his old age; at the fame time exprelf- 
ing his readmefs to give his advice oh public affiiirs. Hi5 
hypocrify fucceeded oh the unfufpofling mind of the prince, 
though he u'as frequently warned by friends of the danger of 
confiding in a difplaced miniiler, and continuing his fons and 
dependants in the government of diftri^ts, which they yet en- 
joyed. He even communicated to Hajee Ahmud advice which 
had been given him to feize the perfons of himfclf and fe- 
mily ; but this mark of fincerity, inftead of gaining their lo^’al^, 
only ferved to make them hailen tlie \%ork of treachery’, left 
the navob ffiould in time be prevailed upon to follow the 
wholefome counfcl of his real friends. The apologifts of hla- 
habut Jung fay, that he had originally no defigns on Bengal, 
but wilhed only to be continued in the government of Bahar; 
and. would not have confplred againfl his patron, had he not 
been perfuaded by his brother, that his office and even life 
tsas in danger. Be this as it may, fome months after his ac- 

ceffion, 

* It has been faid, (how tnilj I know not, as I have heard it contndi£lcd 
by many perfons) that the folloning circumnance cncrcafed "the of the 

Seets. A near relation of tbeir’s, a young Jady of uncommon beauty, was forerf 
to Ihcw herielf to the navob, who, however, did not offer any other injury; 
but this was one, not to be forgiven conCftcnt with Indian honour. 
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ccflion, Serferauz Khan, who ' had not yet received the royal 
grants of confirmation in his govemment, received intelligence 
from his agent at Dhqly, ■ that Mahabut Jung had employed 
emiflaries to bribe the imperial minifters, and obtain for him- 
felf the foubahdary of Bahar independantly, if not of Bengal. 
It is moft probable that this information was true, as the court 
of Dhely was become notorioufly corrupt; and even its weak- 
nefs made the emperor, on the vacancy of govemment, deaf 
to jufter claims, and beftow the fucceffion on him whofe force 
tvas the llrongeft, as the only mode of preferving an acknow- 
ledgment of his authority. 

Serferauz Khan now began to be alarmed; and, in order 
to reduce' the influence of Mahabut Jung, he recalled the troops 
ftationed W'ith him in Bahar; but they did not obey him. He 
next tried conciliatory meafures to gain his attachment, and 
•propofed an alliance between his own fon and a niece of Hajce 
Ahmud; but this offer was rejeiled, and taken hold of as a 
pretence for rebellion, under colour of the young lady's having 
been already betrothed to another, which made the propofal an 
indignity to the whole family, that ought to be revenged. 
Hajee Ahmud and his fons wrote heavy complaints of this in- 
fult to Mahabut Jung, alluring him, that the navob meant 
forcibly to celebrate the nuptials, and unlefs he fhould prevent 
them,' by fpeedily marching to Bengal and refcumg the lady 
and themfelves from his power, their fiimily would be dillionour- 
ed, and perhaps cut off in defending tlieir reputation, by the 
tyrant. -To account for the felf-fecurity of Serferauz Khan at 
' this 'period is impoflible; for, though informed that Mahabut 
Jung was encreafing his forces, and that he entertained trea- 
Ibnable defigns, Hajee Ahmud and his Ions were left at liberty, 

' and Atta Oollah Khan, the father of the young lady, in com- 
mand of tire frontier ftation towards Bahar; nor did he take 

the 
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the precaution to collect his troops. Suddenly he received ad- 
vice, that Mahabut Jung had arrived at Raujemahal, not more 
than three days* march Irom the capitaj, with his army, hav- 
ing gained the paffes by the connivance of Atta Oollah Khan, 
the fojedaur of that difbridf. From hence he had a letter from 
the rebel, fetting forth, that as the indignities offered to his 
family had amounted to pcrfonal diffionour, he had marched 
thus far without orders, but hoped he Ihould not be obliged to 
come to extremities he wiflicd to avoid; and promifing to re- 
tire, if the navob would fend his brother and nephews with 
their families and efieds to his camp. * < 

Serferauz Khan on this occafion rcjcfled thft advice of his 
friends to confine Hajec Ahmud, who, (with folcmn aflevera- 
tlons, declaring that Maliabut Jung would on his being allow- 
ed to vifit him, retire to his government, unlefs the navob 
Ihould invite him to his prefence as a mark of favour,') was 
permitted to depart with his family. The navob difpatchcd with 
him two confidential perfons, to aflure Mahabut Jung of his 
regard, and learn, if poflible, his real intentions. At the fame 
time, he moved from the capital with about four thoufand 
horfe, and proceeded by cafy marches towards the rebel. On 
the fourth day his agents returned, bringing him affuranccs 
from Mahabut Jung that he was loyal to his.perfon and go-' 
yemments but requefted that GHofe Mahummud •'Khan and 
others, ,who he knew had prejudiced the navob againft him, 
might ..be^ removed from court, that he might fafely come and 
pay his rcfpeils; alfo, riiat feven lacks of, rupees would be" 
given to pay the arrears of thofe troops who had been detached, 
with him from Bengal by the late navob, 

Serferauz Khan , now was not to be -longer deceived. He 
iaw the demands of the rebel in their true light, as made oflly. 

to 
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to '-deprive^him of his' 'real -friends,' and ^ren'der' him .a defence-, 
lefs prey /tO'‘‘treacheiy ; but,“ihfl£aa of’ 'boldly, continuing ■'lus 
march, , he'. mpnidently^'opp'bfed .'art'''to'' art •'.' in. 'wWch'. lie -ivas 
■unegdali 'He feemingly afferited to the re'^uefts of Mahabut Jung,’ 
■lYhile he- fent ' emiiraries'’\idth large fiims*' to. 'bribe.his fpllojvers 
to defert hini j but' th'ey betrayed' their ■comtnifliphj'an'd Jlie rebel 
taking immediate adva'nta'ge''of''the hayobV iecurity- in ’ the,' liic- 
cefs ' of his fchem'e,' hhile negotiations' 'were deperidihg," furpfiz'ed 
his ca'mpl‘"''Serferauz Khin' was.flain',', it''U'fuppdfed, ,^by' th'e 
treachery 'of 'his "attendahts, 'in 'thej Keginiiirig of the attack. ,His’ 
troops, after a very gallant refiftance, in 'whiclr' fuccefs ' often 
remained doubtful, were defeated, and Mahabut Jung became 
by his^'viadryf ’ibubahdar-''of Beh^,' 'Bah'ar, and Oril&i' ',,Ser- 
ferauz'-pofleKd.’A'e'gdyefnment 'btily' one' yedr and 'two " months, 
being ''in '"his thirty ''fixthyeaf.'at.thd time, of 'l&'.deatf, 'wluch 
happened in'-the year '’1^39. ■ ' 

‘ ‘ I Twb’ days after ''his ' vidloty;' ' Mahabut j ung 'eritbred ' the 'capitai, 
and repairing firft to'the'apartihents 6f 'Nuffeefa Beguiri, daugli- 
tef’td Shujah'.ad' Dowlah',' 'entreafed ‘her ' pardon , for the daughter 
of 'her'- brother, arid'affured her of his' jrrbteiftiori to herfelf and; 
the' furvivdrs" of her family! He then afcended 'thV.rniifnud' in ' 

, the-'h'alHof 'audience,'' and 'his' ‘authority’ ‘as ’'foubahdar“,tyas' ac-' 
knoWledged ’by the . officers of ’goyernmeht 'and • itihabitahts’ . of 
the 'cltyl'- -Slaving ■; poffelTed 'himfelf 'of ’the '' tfeafurds of :tiie'’uh- 
foftunatc "Scrferauz '.Khan, ' which' lhad "accumulated ’to-'an 'iin- 
rhenfe 'amount hy hhe ' Yayings pf .his'l^ridfathcf'’ Sd' Jathdr,^'ahd ' 
.had not-'been dlminiffied,' 'Mahabut jiirtg fent'a cbrdre'of fupeey: 
in money,’’ and to 'the 'ambuiit'- of 'feventy. Iacs' in" jewels! 'plate,.- 
■and rich goods, as ati ''o'fferitig’to"thc 'ernpe'rdri''who! in ’tea' ■ 
turn for this mark of obedience, Ihortly rfter confirmed him 
rn the government of the three' foubahs 'of Ben^l, Bahari’and' 
Orifla. '-'It 'is "faid,-'thefc' films wcre'buf a trifliri'g'”^rt of his’ 

■ ' . . acquifitions. 



320 


HISTORY OF JJENGALi 


acquiiitions. He conferred large fums on his relations and ad- 
herents, and bellowed an ample gratuity on the troops. Having 
arranged the affairs of Bengal, he prepared to reduce Oril&j 
which was as yet unfubdued to Iiis government. 

Moorfliud Koollec Khan, deputy governor of Orifla, fon io 
law to Shujah ad Dowlah who had married the filler of the 
late navob, on^hls* overthrow had at firft quietly acknowledged 
Mahabutjung as foubahdar, and was continued in office j but 
foon afterwards, at the inftigation of his wife and Baukh" 
Khan, his fon in law, who reproached him with cowardice iii 
fubmitting to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance, and pre.- 
pared to revenge the murder of his brother in law; for whiclt 
purpofe he levied an army, and invited the officers of the lat^ 
navob to join liis fiandard againfl the ufurper. 

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of his defigns, regarding 
them as the effed of artful perfuafion on his mind, was wil-* 
ling if poffible to avoid a rupture, and wrote letters of afluranco 
that he had no enmity towards him; but, as circumfianccs had 
rendered his flay in his territories hazardous for the peace of 
J both parties, he entreated he would remove either to Dhely by 
way of Moorfiiud^ad, or to Dekkan, which was nearer Cut^ 
tac7 with his family and effeds. Moorfhud Koollee Khan, Jufily 
fearing oppofition to Mahabut Jung fruitlefs, would have fol-- 
lowed this advice v hut, his wife and Rmkis: Khan, thse-ita x£ 
depriving him of his wealth and imputations of cowardice, 
prevailed upon him to anfwer the navob’s letters by infults and 
defiance. Mahabut Jung upon this, leaving his brother Hajee 
Ahmud and his nephew Shawamut Jung in charge of his capital, 
moved with an army towards Cuttac, 


On 
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, On intelligence of his approach, Mooriliud Koollee Klian 
having fummoned his -friends to a .confultation, laid his fabre 
before them, and after inveighing againft the ufurpation and 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his intentions , of oppofing 
him, fliould they be firm in fupport and attachment ; but othermfe, 
to retire to fbme place of iecurity with his family. The aflem- 
bly unanimouQy aflured him of their fidehty and readinefs to 
engage in waf, and the chiefs of the army at his requeft , re- 
girt the fabre round hh waifl.; After this, he moved from 
Cuttac, and encamped in a firong fituation, furrounded by thick 
woods and a river, fortifying his camj^ with nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of cannon. 

( *• 

Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on the bank of. the river, 
within a few miles of the enemy, and halted long, being inca- 
pable of diflodging him from his fecure pofition. In this fitu- 
ation his camp was but ill fupplied with p^ovifions, the zemindars 
being attached to Moorflmd KooUee Khan, and cutting off his 
convoys, fb that the troops foon began to murmur. Meer- 
za Baukir Khan, learning the diflatisfadtion of the navob’s 
army, contrary to the remonftrances of Moorlhud Koollee Khan, 
at length imprudently moved from, his camp and offered bat- 
tle , which was gladly accepted by^ Mahabut Jung, The en- 
gagement was Jong and bloody, but finally decided in favour 
of tlie latter. Moorfhud KooUee Kban, his fon in Jaw, and chief 
dependants, made good their retreat to Balafore, a feaport town, 
from whence they embarked on board fhips, and arrived fafely 
at MalTulipatam, on the coaft. of Coromandel, where they were 
generoufly received by the fojedaur, Anwer ad Dien Khan. The 
raja of Ruttepore, on the borders of Orifla, lieanng of their 
flight, With a magnanimous humanity detached a force to Cut- 
tac, and brought off their families and ircafure in fafety to his 
VoL, II, S f relidence. 
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relldence, where he delivered them to Baukir Khan, who was 
ient to receive them. 

Mahabut Jung after his vi6lory marched to Cuttac, and hav- 
ing arranged the alftirs of the province, entrufted the govern- 
ment to his nephew Sowlut Jung, one of the fons of Hajee 
Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfhudabad, and employed 
himfelf in regulating the concerns of Bengal, in which he con- 
fulted the eafe and fatisfaftion of the public. To the womfu 
and dependants of the late navob he granted liberal allotvanctfS, 
and allotted them lands and honfes at Dacca, where they rC- 
j tired. Nuffeeia Begum, After to Alla ad Dowlali, having accepted 
the fuperintendance of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated 
with the higheft refpedt, and the revenue of ^e ‘Khauls T^- 
look and all eftates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier KhaP^ 
left at her difpofal.* A fon of her brother’s, bom on the dsy 
of his death, whom ftic had adopted, was permitted to refide 
with her, and treated with parental fondneis by Mahabut Jung 
and his nephew. 

Sowlut Jung, in his government of Cuttac did not adl with 
that prudence becoming his lituation. He vexed the adherents 
of Moorftiud KooUee Khan, who had remained in the province 
under promiic of not being molefted in their eftates, by fin^s 
and ' extortion, on pretence that they had fecreted money bc- 
lQng,ln£ to their late chief-, and, being CDLueh addiiSbed to 
furcj^-Vas guilty of excefles in procuring women for his haraift 
from the inhabitants. To thefe oppreflions he added an impo- 
litic fnegledl 'of the troops ftationed with him by his uncle, in 
leflening their pay to garrifon allowance, which gave great dif- 
guft, fo that numbers left his fervice. Their places he filled 

with 

■ _A diflrift round Moorffiudabad, of 'which Jaffier Khan had purchafed 
proprietary. 
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With natives of Cuttac, who, for the fatisfifHon of living at 
home, accepted of a 'trifiing falary. Thefe men were fecretly 
attached^ to tlie late governor, whofe fbn in law now refided 
on the borders of the province, in hopes of opportunity offer- 
ing to renew his attempts. The conduct of Sowlut Jung be- 
coming daily more oppreflive to the people, they at lengtli 
invited Moorfhud Koollce Khan to return ; but he was too fond 
of his prefent retirement to hazard his perfon, and rgefted their 
offers. They then had recourfe to BaUldr Khan, who gladly 
accepted their promifes of fupport; and meafurcs were fo fecretly 
contrived, that Sowlut Jung was fuddenly taken prifoner in his 
palace in a general infurredtion of the people, and delivered to 
Baukir Khan, who aflumed the government of Cuttac. , > 

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of this event, loft no time 
in preparing to remedy the difafter. His brother Hajee Ah- 
mud, and the ‘ mother of Sowlut Jung, apprehenffve for the 
fafety of their Ton, would have prevailed upon him to give 
up Orifla to Baukir Khan on promife of allegiance, and at- 
tributed his fuccefs to aids he had received from Nizam al 
Moolk, whom it would 'be impolitic to difpleafe, as it might 
bring upon him tlie force of Dckkan and lols of Bengal } but 
he paid no attention to their advice. In a fliort time his forces 
were ready; and, having left Shawamut Jung in the command 
of Moorfhudabad, he began his march at the head of twenty 
thoufand ‘ hbrfe and foot. As an encouragement to his chiefs, 
he had ordered' them to' make confidcrable additions to their 
corps, and proraifed a reward of a lac of rupees to the perlbn 
a\ho fhould recover Sowlut Jung from captivity, and if he fhould 
be the commander of a corps, to give two months pay ad- 
■ditionally to each man. 


S {2 


Baukir 
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Bankir Khan, on the approach of the navob, entrenched ^ 
himfelf on the banks of the Mahanuddee ; but having little 
hope of fuccefs againft lb powerful an enemy, fent off his bag- 
gage and family to Dekkan. Rcfolved that Sowlut Jung fliould 
not fiirvive his defeat, he placed him in a covered *rutt undc^r 
the charge of two Moguls, who had orders to 'kill him, Ihould 
the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with thent* 
To make his death the hirer, he privately ordered the efcort of 
horfc who guarded the carriage, on the approach of an enemy* 
to thruft their fpears into it, and deflroy both the viftim and 
the executioners. Mahabut Jung attacked the entrencliments (3f 
Baukir Khan, who was deferted in an inftant by his troop?* 
too much intiihidated to make reiiftancej and the Viftors put- 
fued fo clofely, that they fpcedily overtook the efcort of SowlUt 
Jung, when numerous fpears were thruft into the carriage* 
and one of the Moguls was killed, but Sowlut Jung efcaped 
unhurt, by the winded man's falling upon him. The other 
Mogul was flightly wounded, and made his. efcape, while the 
puffuers ^vere releafing their recovered prince. Mahabut Jung, 
having returned thanks for his eafy vidlory, and the fafety of 
liis nephew from fuch imminent danger, fent him, with a 
confiderable force for hb protection, to his parents at Moor- 
fhudabad, not thinking it prudent to entruft him again with 
the government of Cuttac. The women and family of SowIUt 
Jung, who had been detained prifoners in a fortreis, were re 7 
on news of the viCtory by tbe garrifon, and efcorted 
'fafcly to him. The navob, having regulated the affairs of the 
recoveted province, gave the deputation of it to an officer of 
experience, named Mahummud Mafoomj and apprehending no 
new danger near^ permitted moft of the troops to retire to theft 
homes, while he, with only his principal chiefs and about five 
thoufand horfc, marched flowly towards* his capital, enjoying 

A . 

* A cama^ drawn by oxen. 
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the amufement of hunting on the way; but 'this calm was 
fuddenly overcaft by Ilorms, which threatened, his deftrudtion, 
and the defolation of the provinces. 

Mahabut Jung was encamped near Midnapore, when intelli- 
gence arrived that Boikar Pundit had been detached by Rago- 
jee Bhofelah, the Mharatta chief of Berar, at the head of forty 
thoufand horfe, to demand the ‘choute of Bengal, and was 
rapidly advancing towards him; but the navob, not expecfting 
that they would enter by Orifla, was little alarmed at the re- 
port, as he had received advice of their intention to pais through 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to the capital to take 
mcafures to refill them, for which he fancied he lliould have 
ample time* before they could reach that province. In this, 
however, he was mifiaken, as an exprefs fuddenly arrived that 
the enemy was within twenty cols of his camp. Mahabut Jung 
upon this haftened his march to Biirdwan, a confiderable town, 
intending to place in it his heavy baggage, and engage the 
Mharattas- Shortly after his arrival they appeared, and laid wafte 
the environs of the camp with fire and fword. Some ikirmifhes 
took place with little lofs on either fide; the enemy, whofc 
objeft was plunder only, not chufing to rilk a aftion. 

Some days pafled in this manner, when Bolkar Raow propofed 
evacuating the country for a contribution of ten lacs of rupees, 
but this was refufed; and Mahabut Jung rcfolved to pufii his 
way to Moorfhudabad, where he could recruit his fcattered 
force. He iflued orders for the greateft part of the heavy bag- 
gage and camp followers to remain at Burdwan, but in* vain, 
as they nere too much alarmed to truft themfelves in the town 5 
but the*confequence of their difobediencc was nearly fatal. On 
the'firll day's march, the Mharattas furrounded the line, and 

Mahabut 

• A fourth part of the reiienues, which the Mharattas dcmaniJctl from c\ery 
province. This claim is explained in the account of Dckkan. 
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Mahabut Jung, unable to defend the numerous crowd of ufe- 
lefs attendants and market people of his army, now reduced to 
lefs than fi\e thoufand fighting men, had the mortification of 
Jofing the chief part of his baggage, artillcr)', and tents. When 
he halted for the night, only a fmall tent could be procured 
for his reception. He now diipatched a meflenger witli offers 
to pay die ten lacks of rupees to the IVlharattas; but Bolkar 
R,aow refufed, and demanded a • corore, with all the elephants 
beloijging to the navob. Mahabut Jung refufed fiicli degrading 
concefflons, and the next day proceeded on Iiis march, which 
Was haraffed as ufual, and what little baggage remained fell a 
prey to the enemy; who, howe\er, could make no impreflion 
on .the main body, and were often repulfed from the charge. 
For three days a running fight was j^ept up, during which the 
greateft diftrefs for provifions rnid^fheltcr from heavy rain tvas 
cx'pericnccd by the troops of Mahabut Jung. On the fourth he 
reached Cutwa, wludi the Mharattas had laid wafle, and de- 
ffroyed large magazines of grain by fire; but enough remained, 
diough in a parched ftatc, to be an acceptable fupply to an 
army almolV perifhing with hunger. Here the navob encamped, 
on the bank of the riser Bhaugmttee, fecured by his pofition 
from further infult of the enemy; and having written to his 
capital of tlic fitualion he Was in, Sowlu^Jung joined him ex- 
peditioufly with a confiderablc reinforcement, and plentiful fup- 
plies of provifions from the oppoCte bank of the river, which 
Was yet unmolcffed by the enemy. 

Eo/kar Pundit, the hlharatta general, from the fear of pair- 
ing the rains in the country of an enemy who had fo gal- 
lantly oppofed him, would have now retreated to Berar; but 
Meer Huhbeeb, an officer of Mahabut Jung’s, who had been 
taken prifoner and accepted the fervice of the Mharattas ad— 

vifed. 


* Upvraids of a miJlion fleinng.- 
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vifcd him to remain, oifering to provide fubfiftance ibr his army, 
and to guide a detachment to Moorlljudabad, -which might eafily 
be plundered, it being unfortified. Bolkar relifiied his propoCal, 
and entrufied him with the command of fome thoufand horfc. 
The navob,. having ‘intelligence of this dcfign, left Cutwa, and 
haftencd to the capital, where he arrived one day after Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered the fuburbs, efpecially the 
faftory of Juggut Sect, to the amount of three lacs of rupees. 
On the arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed on 
Boflcar to encamp at, Cutwa for the rainy feafon; and the navob,‘ 
fatisfied with having prefcrved the city from plunder, deferred 
further operations till he could recruit his army, and'flrengthen 
the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords ^per- 
mitted, two or three times advanced to Plafley and Daoodporej 
not many miles diftant from Moorfhudabad, plundering the vil- 
lages, till the fwelling of the Bhaugrattce confined them to the 
oppofite fhore. During the rains, Bolkar Pundit, by means of 
Meer Hubbeeb, poflefled himfclf of Hughly, Injalee, and all 
the difirids of Burdwan and Midnapore,as far as Balafore, alfb 
Bheerbhoom, Raujefhawee, and Raujcmahal 5 fo that, except 
Moorihudabad and its environs, notliing remained to the navob 
weft of the Ganges in Bengal; but the diftrids to the eaft of 
that river afforded him ample refources. The inhabitants of 
the capital, during the rainy fealbn, for the moft part moved 
with their families and effe<^ acroft. the Ganges for the greater 
fecurity. The families, treafures, and valuables of .Mahabut 
Jung and his relations, were alfo fent over that river to Go- 
dagauree, under the care of Shawamut Jung, who returned to 
•the capital after he had provided a place of fafety for them, 

Mahabut Jung pafied die rainy fealbn in ralfing new levies 
and encouraging his troops; to whom he diftributed ten lacs 
of rupees, which he had promifed them when furrounded by 
, the 
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the Mharattas. The dry weather had ^not yet commenced* 
■when he marched from Moorfhudabad, and crolTcd the Bhaug- 
nittee over a bridge of boats, without oppofition from the ene- 
my, who ftill continued in tlieir camp at Catvva, which waS 
divided from the navob’s army by a deep rivulet, much AvolleA 
by the rains. Mahabut Jung during the night ordered a bridgP 
of boats to be thrown acroB it, which was done without bein^ 
perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Meer JafHcr Khan* 
Muftapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofef' 
body, began to crofs. Half of this detachment had fcarcel/ 
reached the oppofitc bank, when a boat m the middle of th® 
bridge was loofcned, and funk by the weight of palTcngers* 
and the troops In the rear prefiing on, numbers were pullie4 
in and drowned, before the accident was difcovcrcd. Six hun* 
dred men are fald to have penflied m this manner; but fuci^ 
was the ardour of the troops and condudl of Mahabut Jung* 
that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the wholP 
army had eroded, and prepared to attack the enemy. Boika^ 
Raow was fo inrimidated at this bold and unexpected mcafurCt 
that he fled wiUi the utmoft precipitation, leaving great par^ 
of his baggage and tents behind hun j but was fo rapidly pur- 
fued, as to lofe a confiderablc number of men within two coP 
of Cutwa, where he tned to make a Hand, but in vain, his 
troop? flying on the navob’s approach. He continued his re-' 
treat to the woods of Pachcet, and was followed by Mahabut 
^un^ (b eVafebj-, tbaX ^ ^ 

this route, he changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and 
returned into the forefts of Biflienpore, fo as to deceive his pur- 
fuers, and gain the open country by ivay of Chunderkoona int<5 
Midnapore. Here he encamped, and detached a force again/t 
Cuttac, which was but ill -defended by troops ; and the gov er- 
nor, Mafbom Khan, niflily marching out witli his fmall force* 
V.J 1 S defeated and flain. 


Mahabut 
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‘ Mahabut Jung having at laft procured intelligence of the 
change of the enemy’s route, marched back, and hallened to 
Burdwan, From thence he advanced to Midnapore^ where Bofkar 
Raow, encouraged by his late fuccefs againlt Mafoom Khan, gave 
him battle, but was defeated with great flaughter, and fled by 
way of Cuttac, to the borders of his own country. The navob, 
not thinking it neceflary to purfue beyond his own territories, 
now completely evacuated by the enemy, having entrufted the 
government of Cuttac to Abd al Ruflbol Khan, returned triumph- 
antly to his capital. The emperor Mahummud Shaw, as a mark 
of approbation, now conferred upon him the title of • Hifham. 
ad Dowlah, with a khelaut, fword and dagger fet with jewels, 
alfo a firpeach and collar of pearls. The title of '‘Itilham ad 
Dowlah was conferred on Shawamut Jung, that of * h^haum ad 
Dowlah on Sowlut Jung, and that of * Hitteram ad Dowlah on 
Hybut Jung, his three nephews j and inferior ranks and titles 
on the principal officers of his army. 

Mahabut Jung, on the firft invafion of the Mharattas, had 
applied to the emperor for affiftance; and Suffder Jung, navob 
of Oude, was ordered with his troops into Bengal, but had ad- 
vanced no farther than Patna, the capital of Bahar, when Bofkar 
Raow was defeated. Mahabut Jung, encouraged by viftory, now 
thought himfelf fully equal to the defence of his provinces; 
and informing Suffder Jung that he had no further occafion for 
fuccours, requefted him to quit Patna and return home, which 
he did, though^ with fome relu(3ance, having intended, it is faid, 
had Mahabut Jung been worffcd by his enemy, to have added 
Bahar to his own government. During his flay at Patna, he 
VoL. II. T t had 

• Force of the ftate. 

Eminent in the ftate. 

• Regulator of the ftatc. 

• Digmfier of the fiatc. 
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had feledcd fome pieces of artillery and elephants belonging to 
the deputy governor for his owti ufe, without the conlent of 
Mahabut Jung j and he not relifhing fuch a6ls of authority in an 
auxUiary, was much offended, fo that a coolnefs took place be- 
tween them; and had not Suffdcr Jung thought proper to re- 
tr^t, in all probability an open* rupture would have foon fucceeded 
his refufal. 

The attempts of the Mharattas on Bengal did not end with 
the defeat of Boflear Raow. Ragojee Bhofela, enraged at the 
repulfc of liis general, immediately prepared a new army, at the 
head of which he entered Bengal without delay. At the fame 
time, *Ballajee Raow, the principal IVIharatta chief, advanced 
with a conCderable force to receive payment of a draft of ^eleven 
lacs of rupees, given by the emperor on Mahabut Jung, but with 
profeffed declarations of affording his aSlUnce to him againft 
the former, by orders from Dbely. Ragojee having entered the 
country by way of Beerboom, fixed his head quarters in the 
diflri(fr of Burdwan,- while Ballajee marched through Bahar to 
'the bank of the Bhaugruttcc, not very far from the capital. Ma- 
habut Jung advanced to meet him, and an interview took place, 
at which it was agreed, that both armies fhould zCt in con- 
jundkion againfl Ragojee. It is fuppofed, the navob paid a great 
fum for his alliance >vith this Mharalta general, tvhofe coming 
to Bengal is vaiioufly accounted for. Some attribute it to the 
emperor’s orders, in confequcncc of the requeft of Mahabut Jung; 
others, to the royal anger at his ufurpation of the government; 
but it is more probable, that Ballajee W’as allured by the prof- 
pedk of obtaining a coniidcrable plunder in Bengal, and gratify- 
ing his enmity againfl the Bcrar dixef^ than that he fhewed any 

regard 

• Ballajee and Ragojee at tills time were at eamity as rivals for the pefh- 
walhip or minlPry of tic Mhantta flates, 

* One hundred and ten thouShd pounds. 
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regard to Mahummudj Shaw’s approbation or diflike ^of the con- 
dudl of Mahabut Jung* Both armies now marched to expell 
Ragojee from Burdwan, and continued together for^,fome days, 
when Ballajee, not liking the flow movement, of the Bengal troops, 
took upon himfelf the punifliment of the Berarj chief, and left 
the navob. Ragojee fled, as he advanced, to his own cpuntry; 
and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the provinces 
of his enemy, returned to Moorlhudabad : but though he did 
not in this campaign fuffer lofs in the field, that of the revenue 
was great, as the unfortunate inhabitants of the defencelcfs vil- 
lages were plundered without mercy by both the Mharatta 
armies; nor were their calamities yet at an end from the in- 
vaders. * 1 1 \ 

Ragojee the year following again fent Boflcar Raow, at the 
head of twenty thoufand horfe, to invade Bengal, but with or- 
• ders to offer peace, • fliould the navob fubmit to pay a heavy 
contribution, as he had done to Ballajee. Mahabut Jung on 
their approach moved udth Bis army and encamped at Mun- K 
kirra, 'only ten miles from his capital, having it in contempla- 
tion to take advantage' of the defire his enemy had for money 
to allure the principal chiefs to an interview , by promifes of 
large fums, and cot them off by treachery; which, if, effected, 
rhe could eafily vanqudh an army deprived of its leaders. With 
fuch views, he difpatched Muftapha Khan and Raja Janegee 
Ram to the Mharatta camp, with propofals of peace and an 
invitation to Bolkar Raow to come to an interview, /hould the 
terms of fnendlhip be accepted. Boikar Raow demanded heavy 
contributions ; to avhich the agents readily confented, provided 
he would vifit Mahabut Jung, who at the fame time daily fent 
him” friendly letters and valuable prefents. At length, the Mha- 
ratta, blinded by avarice, confented, and a day was appointed. 
The navob havihg communicated his intentions to his nephew 
T t 2 Sowlut 
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Sowlut Jung, JafBer Khan, and Fakeer Oollah Beg, commanded 
them to feledt a confidential band of men, and draw them up 
within the Ikreens round the tent of audience, with orders ' W 
rufli upon Bolkar and his attendants upon a fignal, which htf 
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for their obedience. Af 
length, the day fixed being airired, Bolkar Raow moved from 
Cutwa with the greateft part of his army, and on his arrival 
near the navob’s encampment, leaving his troops drawn up in 
order of battle, advanced with other principal chiefs and hl< 
attendants. The Bengal troops were drawn up to receive 
him. Near the tent of audience he difraounied, and entered the 
cnclofure of fkreens with his companions, fupported by Mufta- 
pha Khan and Raja Janegee Ram, who foon after, however, 
contrived to quit him. Mahabut Jung eagerly enquired as he 
advanced, which was Bolkar Raow? and on Jus being pointed' 
out, cried out with a loud voice, ** Cut down the infidel.*’ In 
an infiant the appointed band rufiied on their vidims,’and Bolkar 
Raow, with nineteen officers of rank, were flaughtered. The 
navob now mounted his elephant, and puttbg himfelf at* the 
head of his troops, furioufly charged the Mblratta line ; which, 
not expecting an attack and deprived of their generals, was 
routed in an inlUnt. Mahabut Jung purfued the enemy to 
Cutwa, their Handing camp, which had been left under tlie 
command of Ragoo Gicou'aur, who had uniformly refufed to ac- 
company Bolkar to the fotal interview. Being informed of the 
fate of fiis general, lie Red vrith precipitation, and evacuated 
the provinces without attempring to revenge the mafiaerc. Ma- 
habat Jung returned to Moorlhudabad; and having difiributed 
ten lacs of rupees, as a gratuity to the troops, conferred liberal 
rewards on thole chiefs who had afiiilcd moftly in the com- 
pletion of his infidious and bloody viiRoi)*. Hajce ^imud about 
this time being offended at his brother, for refufing Iilm the 
fojedaury of Hughly, though he bad a greater revenue than he 

could 
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could expend, and tlie office he defired was, conferred on ‘his 
own fonsSowlut Jung, who had been without any confequential ^ 
employment fince his unfortunate adminiftration at Cuttac, re- 
tired in difguft to Patna, where he devoted himfelf dn his old 
age to fenfual enjoyments. ' * 

r 

I Maliabut Jung, now freed , from foreign enemies, was affidu- 
oufly employed in the regulation of his provinces, _ and forming 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mliarattas had 
ipread through all the diftrifrs weft of the river Ganges; but 
a ftorm foon arofe within his own dominions, which was more 
threatening to his power than the armies of Dekkan. He had, 
in order to attach his chiefs to his intereft during the iWar, 
been lavilh of his favours, and more lb of promifes of future 
rewards ; but which, now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke 
through; which gave offence to many, but particularly to his 
principal general, Muftapha Khan. » 

Muftapha Khan had been conftantly tlie chief counfellor and 
agent of Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great 
meafure owed his acquifition of the mufiiud of Bengal, and his 
fuccefs over ‘the Mharatta invaders. To his, addrefs he. was 
indebted alfo for the decillve, but treacherous blow, given to 
his enemies, by the late affaffination of Bofkar Raow and his 
officers; and, it is i laid, that for this laft lervice he had promiled 
him the government of Bahar, which was held by his nephew 
and fon in law, Hybut Jung. The general was preffing for the 
performance of his promife, and in fuch a manner, as fliewed 
he rather efteemed himfelfithe partner in authority than fervant 
of the navob. He interfered alfo, by his recommendations of 
perfons to office, with the plans of Mahabut Jung, who grant- 
ed many favours to his importunity, but every compliance was 
inftantly fucceeded by i new requefts; lb that the navob was in 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fitua- 
tion v^Klch his high fpirit could not brook. To fuch a pitch 
iiad Muftapha Khan carried his influence, that the zemindars of 
Bengal, when the deivan, or revenue coUedlors, pulhed them 
for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did not chufe^ 
however neceflaiy and juft, bribed him to fkreen them from 
the refentment of the navob j who, to pleafe his minifter, (whom 
he wi/hed not to difguft in a fcafon of danger) too often re- 
pealed his own orders, to. the injury of his treafuiy and autho- 
rity, infomuch that the civil officers of government became of 
little confequence in the eyes of the renters. Mahabut Jung 
bore with the evil till it was becoming , dangerous j but, on the 
general's demanding the province of' Bahar, he was obliged to 
refufe, fearing, from his own conduct in a flmilar fituation, that 
Muftapha Khan would finally direfl the force which that go- 
vernment would give him, againfl his patron, as he himfelf had 
done againft the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. He endeavoured, 
however, by every means to fatisfy him for his breach of pro- 
jnife, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refolved eftablifh 
himfelf in Bahar, and would not be put off. It is faid, that 
he had even views upon Bengal, to fatisfy which he would 
not have fpared the life of his mafter. Jealoufies now took 
place, and each party” became fufpicious of the other’s intentions, 
knowing that afiaflination was an engine they each could make 
ufe of without remorfe, and which, perhaps, both watched an 
opportunity to employ. Appearances of regard were however 
kept up between the navob and his general j but the latter now 
always weqt well guarded in his vifits to court. At length, an 
accident brought alfoirs to a crifis, which produced an open 
rupture. 

Muftapha Khan, one day intending to pay his refyeas to the 
navob, diipatched before him two of his principal officers, to 

oblerve 



HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


335 


tjLfen'c the Hate of 'the audience chamber, and remark if tliere 
were ligns of treachery againft him; a precaution he had ufed 
lince the coolnefs had taken place. The officers having made 
tlieir obeifince to the prince, fat down to waiit the arrival of 
the general, when, juft as it was announced, a eunuch came 
Trom the interior apartments, and informed Mahabut Jung*, that 
■ his Begum was fuddenly taken ill, and delired to fee him, the 
mavob rofe up,' and, retiring, defired that the officers would cx- 
-cufe him for a few minutes to their general. At this inftant, 
the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was heard in the 
pailage to the haram, which 'tlic officers, ever fufpicious of 
treachery, fuppoftng to proceed from armed men concealed to 
•^aflaffinate their lord, and the navob’s departure giving (Jolour to 
their apprehenfions, they ruffied out, and informed Muftapha. 
'Khan, who was now alighting in the court, of their fears. jThc 
‘general, prepared for alarm by the confeiounefs ’of his own evil 
defigns," remounted 5 and, haftening precipitately to his canton- 
'ments,-* refufed to return, though the navob, who had almoft 
' inftantaneoufly come back to the chamber of audience, difpatch- 
ed after him his nephew Shawamut Jung to inform him that 
he was waiting to receive him, and anxious to enquire the 
caufe^of his fudden departure, with Iblemn affiirances, that no 
treachery had* been intended. On the return of his nephew, 
Mahahut Jung would have gone m perfon to perfuade him of his 
^fincerity; but the entreaties 'of his femily, who were alarmed for 
his fafety, prevailed upon him to give up that hazardous defign. 
Every trial was made to calm the apprehenfions of the general, 
but in • vain j and he now openly declared his intentions of 
quitting the navoh’s fervice with his iriends, and demanded the 
■arrears of pay due to himfclf and followers, Mahabut Jung 
gladly complied with his wiihes, and paid without delay “ feven- 
tcen lacs of rupees, without examining his accounts ; at the fame 
• , ' time 

* One hundred and twenty thoufand pounds. 
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time commanding him, as lie was refolved to leave his fervictf» 
to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened hy the 
readhefs with wliich the navob fatisfied his demands, and • re- 
garding it as a proof of weaknefs and fear, .made propofals to 
the Afghaun commanders of corps to depofe Mahabut Jung» 
and divide his territories equally among them. Shumflieer KJian, 
a confiderable chief, agreed to jom him > hot the reft., as Serdaoc 
Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, declined, faying, that if Mahabut 
Jung had injured him by withholding his juft demands, they would 
readily have aftifted him in enforcing redrefs; but to mutiny 
-for no caufe, or behave ungratefully to their benefadtor, they 
efteemed bafe and difliohourable. The navob took care to im- 
prove this good difpofition by prefent gratuities and promifes of 
favour to the loyal chiefs and their followers; but, not tvilling 
to hazard the fafety of his capital by proceeding to extremities 
againft the rebel, was content to guard the city irom infuUi 
and wait patiently for his departure. At length, Muftapha Khali • 
having ufed every art, but* without effedb, to corrupt the army# 
marched from Moorftiudabad with upwards of eight thoufand 
horlc and a great number of foot, having previoufly fet 'fire tO 
his cantonments, with the intention of poflefling himfelf of Bahar. 
The inhabitants of the city, who during the quarrel had been undef 
the greateft alarm for their perfons and property, received new lifo 
from his departure. The navob, having liberally rewarded hiS 
troops for their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Khan# 
SViUTnibcct Khan, who had been ^ined over from joining 
the rebel, now prepared to purfue him. After a few days, 
leaving the city in charge of his nephew Shawamut Jung, he 
began his march ; at the ihne time writing to Hybut Jung, 
governor of Patna, the capital of Bahar, not to Iiazard an en- 
gagement in the field, and if he thought that city not defen- 
fible, to crofs the river, and move down the oppofite bank, till 
he could form a jundlion with his grand army. „ 

Muftapha 
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^ MuHapha Khan having plundered Raujemahal, and taken 
feme elephants and cannon ftationed there to his own ufe, pro- 
ceeded to Monghyr, of wlrich he gained poflefTion with little 
lofs, the fortrefs being in a ruinous 'ftate. He next advanced 
towards Patna, hoping to make an eafy conqueft of that city; 
but intelligence of his defeftion having reached Hybut Jung, who 
was then engaged in fome operations on the oppolite bank of 
the Ganges, he returned expeditioufly, and encamped near the 
town, refolved, notwitliftanding the contrary advice of his uncle 
the navob, to oppofe the enemy, however fuperior in num- 
ber. He difpatched a meffenger to Muftapha Khan, delirmg to 
know his intentions, declaring, that if they were to leize the 
city, he muft produce the imperial orders for his condudt, be- 
fore it Ihould be given up; but, if his defign was only to 
pafs through the province into Benaras or Oude, he was Wel- 
come to purfue his route nny way but through the capital. The 
rebel infolently replied, “ That he thought it incumbent upon 
" him to dsiltoy ’ heretics like Mahabut Jung ; and as the 
fcripture faith, ‘ Territory is for him who can conquer it,* 
“ there was no occafion for the imperial grant.” He concluded 
by alking, “ By what authority was his uncle fupported in feiz- 
" ing Bengal, and murdering bis fovcreign Serferauz Khan 

Hybut Jung, not intimidated at the rebel's approach, pre- 
pared to receive him, though his army did not confid of more 
than five or fix thoufand horfe, great part of them new levies, 
raifed in a huriy, and inexperienced. The enemy loon appear- 
VoL. 11. U u ed, 

* Muftapha Khan was a Soonni, the feibries of which -are advocates for 
the juftice of the fucceftion to the 'prophet of the three firft kaliphs, Aboubeker, 
Omar, and Ofmaun, in prqudicc to AUe, the prophet’s fort In law, Mahabut 
Jung of the Sheea fcift, who regard Alee a$ the fucceftbr of the prophet, 
and even his equal in holinefs. The fuperflitic^s among them even fay, that 
God commiffioncd the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation to Ale^ but that 
he, by miftake, gave it to Mahummud, 
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e6, and attacked Hs camp without delay ; when Hybut Jung 
was deferted by aU his troops, except' a few hundred veterans 
who guarded his peidbn, on the firfi: onfet, Muftapha 
Was furioufly charging this Cnall body, v/hen. his elephant dri- 
ver being killed by a mufquet Ihot, the animal became un- 
ruly, and at the fame time tw'O of his principal officers, Oudal 
Shaw and Hakeem Shaw, were mortally %voundcd. Unable to 
manage his elephant, he alighted in order to mount a horfe; 
but ^ troops, on miffing him from his ‘howdah, fuppofed 
him 11^, were feized with a panic, and retreated in confiifion 
to;\ards their own camp. Muilapha Khan endeavoured in vain 
to rally and convince ^em of their error, but was obliged to 
retire. Hybut Jung, not thinking it prudent to purfue, \N'as 
contented with the repuUe of the enemy, and remained tvithin 
his lines. A diftant cannonade and fkirmifliing was kept Up 
for feven days between the two armies, but on the eighth, the 
rebel, after lending off his baggage and tents fome miles to 
the wefhvard of Patna, again attackcU the lines of Hybut Jung, 
who defended his poll vsdth gallantry and refolulion. Muftapba 
Khan, frill unfortunate, in the beginning of the allault was 
wounded in the ^’c with an arrow, which obliged him to re- 
treat j -and having now intelligence of the near approach of Ma- 
habut Jung, he judged it beft to give over his deligns on Pat- 
na, and march towards the frontier of Bahar. He was foon 
purlued by the united -(brees of the navob and lus nephew from 
place to place, till he had palled the borders into the territories 
of Suffder Jungj not chufing to hazard an engagement, as his 
troops nere difpirited by their late rcpulfcs, and the lofr of their 
two principal chiefs. He expeSed alfo to be foon joined by 
a body of Mharattas, in conjunftion with whom he hoped to 
be^ more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under ‘the 

walls 
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toUs of the fortrefs of • Chunar, and Mahabut Jung did not 
chufe to run the riik of embroiling himfelf with the navob of 
Oude by cariying tlie purfuit into his dominions. 

The navob, had fcarcely returned to Patna, when he received 
intelligence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by alTurances of 
affiftance from Muftapha Khan', and eager to revenge the allafiin. 
ation of Bofkar Raow and his officers, had marched towards Ben- 
gal with a . large , army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut 
Jung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and watch the mo- 
tions of the rebel, 'haftened to Moorthudabad for the defonce 
of that- city, and prevent, if polfible, a junftion of the Mha- 
rattas with Mufiapha Khan. At the fame time he^ font an 
ambaflador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his invaConj 
but -that chief, fuppofing Bengal to be in a Bate of difalfec- 
tion, and the offers of the navob to proceed from fear, de- 
manded the unreafonable fum of 'three corores.of rupees as the 
price of his forbearance. ^Mahabut Jung, though refolved not 
to confont'to terms fo exorbitant and dilhonourahle, yet willing 
to gain time, in hopes that the rainy foafon, now near, would 
flop the Mharatta from aftion, and allow him efledlually to 
pufudi Muftapha Khan, inftruefted his ambaflador to amufo Ra- 
gojee with profoffions of comphance. In confoquence of this, 
nearly two months were wafted m negotiation at Burdwan, where 
the enemy encamped; and, at the expiration of that time, Ma- 
habut Jung received the happy intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Muftapha Khan, who had with great additions to^ his 
former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it an eafy con- 
queft, as the invaCon of the Mbarattas would prevent fuccours 
being font from Bengal; but the abilities and good fortune of 
Jlybut Jung prevailed againft him. • ’ 

U u'z - The 

■ Chunar is a in Benaras, and wDl be long celebrated in India for 

having been the refuge of^Mr, Haftings during the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, 

. ^ Three millions fterlmg. 
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The navob, who ..had continued at his capital 'in order to 
convince Ragojee that he was fincere in his defire of peace, 
now ordered his ambafifador to return, and fent him this vaunt- 
ing mefTagp: Thofe who feek peace from an enemy, arc 

** guided either by a fenfe of their own lofi or inferiority, or- 
“ hopes of advantage,; but, praifed be God, the heroes of the 
faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore, 
depends upon this. When the lions of Iflaum lhall fo engage 
** the monfters of idolatry, that they /liall fwim in the blood 
of each other, and ftrugglc tdl one party (hall, overpowered, 
beg for quarter.** Ragojee replied, ** that to obtaia this crifis> 
*» he had already advanced near a thoufand miles from his 
1 * own country; but the navob had not yet moved one hun- 
** dred, to do him the honours of a meeting.’* Mahabut Jung 
rejoined, ** that the rainy fcafon being arrived, and Ragojee 
having fuffered fatigue and inconvenience from his long march,- 
it would be prudent for him to fpend the inclement months- 
** in fome convenient fpot, that his troops might refrefli, and 
** prepare for engagement in the dry feafon, when he would 
♦^'rcfpedlfully wait upon him, even to his own dominions.^*" 
Ragojee, accordingly, encamped in ,Beerbhoom, and reduced the 
province of Cutlac and moft of Burdwan by his detachmcnts,_t 

A. D. 1745. In the beginning of the cool feafon of li58> Mahabut Jung 
marched from his capital to oiTcr battle to the enemy. Rago-i, 
jee had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form a 
jundtion* with the remains of Muftapha Khan’s adherents, who . 
Hill continued ta infeft the hilly part of that province under 
Mortuzza Khan, <bn to the deceafed chief, and BuUund Khan, 
a principal officer, bu^ were too weak, to venture into the open 
country alone. The navob, not being able to overtake the 
Mharattas, encamped at Baukipore, a ihort dUlance we/l of 
Patna, for fome time; , hut on hearing that the enemy, had^ 
V crofled' 
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crofleJ'the 'Soane. tb‘ join the'-Afghaiins, h5 proceeded to Mbhilx 
Aleepore/- on-'the. banks of tliat river.".,, ' . 


- Ragdjee' having efFeited ,hi3 'purpote '. of joining the.‘rebels> 
advanced 'towards the navob^s army in great 'force/’and feveral 
en;^gcments took ' place, .in ' all which.- the latter Avas, viftorious, 
^ ’particularly in -one, when, the ‘ Mharatta general was.fo, com- 
pletely'Turrounded that he muft have- been taken ' priforier,< had 
not Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur. Khan; ' two of Mahabut Jung’s 
bfficers,:\vho ‘ were 'privately negotiating' a treaty ' with ‘the. ene- 
niyi'' purpofely- let" him • efcape.-^ This • difcovery .'of • treachery 
alarmbd-the navob, • and he again .offered' terms to -the' MKa- 
rattai'' but’ Ragoje’e would .nofc accept. tliem; 'and fering no ad- 
vantage * ih‘ oppofing Mahabut Jung* in' the '-'.field,: by - advice of 
Ts^eer*. Hubbceb; he proceeded fuddenly'by quick marches, towards' 
Moorfhudabadi ' in ' hopes ‘of ’ being' 'able-, to: plunder, that' city' 
beftfe' the 'havbb could reach with his arniy. Mahabut Jung,^ 
however, "moved ‘With fuch e^edition,'- that he arrived' only ohe’ 
day'after’the enemy, Iwhb-.hadonly'.time to.ravage part of.the* 
fuburbsf 'and.-.fetrcatedj' oh his approach, acrofs the. river Bhau-,' 
■gfuttee.^ The' havob followed yRagojee to Cutwa, near' which' 
he ’ obliged him^'to engage, and defeated him with grea't fla'ugh- * 
ter, when- the.Mharatta retreated towards. MidnaporCi. Here,' 
having -received intelligence of infuiredlions in his own country, 
Ra'gbjee , returned ‘Kaftily to'-Berar with the^bulk of his army,’ 
leaving Meer 'Hubbeeb'and thS -'A^haun chiefs. ibr the defence' 
of ■Cuttac;^‘Upoh 'which the navob,- giving' up ■■ for ^ the preient 
the'=recovery''of.that’proviricei returned to his capital, m.'brder* 
.to- refrefli - his '' troops and-'. cbrreit - fome . abufes which he '.had 
' difcoycred among his^-ptincipar officers^ • 


!' It has been' already mentioned, that -Serdaur' Khan and SHum- ' 
fheer Khan, ; during the campaign had'fuffered Ragojee fb’cfcape^'' 
• . ■ . ‘ ’ when 
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when they might have m^e him prilbner. The navob had 
alfo, while the Mharattas Were in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, entrufted the protection of the roads bet^veen. it and 
Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was fumiihed with fup- 
plies from the diflriCls eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officers, 
who, either through ncgledl or defign, allowed the marauders 
more than once to plunder the convoys. The navob, upon this, 
removed them from that duty, which he entrufted to his nephew 
Sowlut Jung, who fulfilled it to his fatisfaCUon, and intercepted^ 
letters from Ragojee to the former commanders, wliich proved 
their connivance. Mahabut Jung had concealed liis fufpicions 
till the retreat of the Mharattas } but, upon his return to Moor- 
ftiudabad, he difenifted them with their followers, about fix 
thoufaud men, from his fervice, but allowed them to retire to 
their homes ,in the diftriCt of Durbunga, on the eaftem fide of 
the Ganges, in the province of Bahar. In this feafon of tem- 
porary repofe were celebrated the marriages of his grandfon, 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and Ikraum ad Dowlah, fon to the late navob 
Alla ad Dowlah, who- had been adopted by Shawamut Jung, 
who had no children. Upwards of two thoufand rich drefles 
were diftnbuted on this occafion among the attendants at court, 
and, during a whole month, the populace were feafted at the ' 
expenfe of the navob. The magnificence of thefe nuptials, the 
brilliant illuminations, Iplendid pageants, and grand proceffions 
of the bridegrooms, arc ftill Ipokcn of with admiration by the 
inhabitants of Bengal, 

j . 

Mahabut Jung, having now refolved to attempt the expul- 
fion of the Mharattas and Afghauns from Cuttac, appointed 
*Meer Jaffier Khan to the command of a confiderable detach- 
ment for that fcrvice, giving him, by way of encouragement, 

' ' ' - the 

• The fame perfon who, afier the deccafe of Mahabut Jungi by the affi/l- 
ance of the Engltfli, acquired the mufoud of Bengal. 
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the fojedaurees of Injalee and Mxdnapore, in additioh to the 
office of paymafter general. Meer Jafficr, on his arrival at Mid- 
Tiapore, defeated a fmall body of the enemy, when, being much 
addifted to luxury^ and indolence, he did not purfue his ad- 
vantage, but put his troops into cantonments, though -the navob 
ordered him to 'proceed to Cuttac without delay, before the ene- 
my could be reinforced from Berar, the chief*s fon of which, 
Janojee, was preparing for a frefh invafion. At length, the 
expefled Mharatta army entered Cuttac, and Meer Jaffiet, not 
chufing to hazard the defence of Midnapore, retreated ‘ towards 
Burdwan, when the advanced party of the enemy, obferving 
his pufillanimity, hung upon his rear, and plundered his bag- 
’gage of feveral elephants. Mahabut Jung, upon this, ddjjatched 
Atta Oollah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfede him m the 
command, ' and moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his 
army, to fupport'him, if neccflacy. Atta Oollah at Burdwan 
engaged the ‘enemy, and defeated thcmi but having fecretly 
defigns on the government, accefiion to which he had been 
foretold by a fonatic officer in his fcrvice, who pretended to 
the gift of prophecy, he thought tlie prelent a proper occalion 
to aflume independance. For this purpofe, he endeavoured to 
corrupt Meer Jaffier by a promife of the government of Bahar, 
if^he would affift in depofing the navob. Meer Jaffier at firft 
liftened to the propofal, but, at the remonftrances of his friends 
on the danger of the attempt, withdrew his concurrence. In- 
telligence of this treacherous combination, however, having reach- 
ed Mahabut Jung, he determined to lellen their influence, and, 
oh his arrival at Burdwan, ' reprimanded Meer Jaffier fcverely 
for his jconduft in Midnapore,’ upon which that chief refrained 
from his ufual attendance at the durbar. Atta Oollah Khan, 
proud of his late victory, and not fufpe€ling that his evil de- 
figns were known to the navob, demanded the command of a 
thoufand horfe for Meer Alee Af^, the fonatic officer who 

' had 
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had prophefied his ^exaltation, and had greatly diftingulfhed him- 
felf in the action j but this the navob refufed, and Atta Oollah 
being difgufted, threatened to leave the army. Mahabut Jung 
was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with Ids fol- 
lowers to Moor/hudabad. The navob would now have over- 
looked the faults of Meer Jafficr, and, on the death of a re- 
lation, condefcendingly went to pay him a vifit of condolance, 
Qs a mark of returning favour j but that chief, fuppofing this 
honour to proceed from a dread of his influence, infolentiy ne- 
glefted the complimentary advance from his tent to meet him; 
on which tlie navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 
after he had gone half way, and returned to his camp. He 
now ordered him to give in the accounts of his office, and 
fend Shujan Sing, his deputy, with them to the durbar. Meer 
Jaffier refufed; upon which the navab removed him from all 
his employments, and offered fervice to his followers in other 
corps, which they readily embraced. The general, finding him- 
fclf ‘deferted» Would have made conceffions, but the navob or- 
dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capitah 

Mdiabut Jung, notwithllanding this difiention and the lofs 
of two of his generals, kept the field, and defeated the Mha- 
rattas in fcvcral engagements. ^ Janojec attempted, hke his fa- 
ther, to plunder the capital; but the navob followed him with 
fuch rapidity, that he had not tinae to execute his defigns; and, 
on the approach of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where he 
cantoned, and Mahabut Jung marched to Moorfhudabad, not 
chufmg to purfue him farther till the dry feafon. Meer Alee 
Afgir, the prophefying fanatic, ^^as now obliged by the navob 
to quit the provinces, though Shawamut Jung ufed every en- 
treaty with his uncle to allow him to remain in the city with 
Atta Oollah Klian, whom the Jiavob yet permitted to refide 
there. 
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The rains had fcarccly fubfided, when.Mahabut Jung pre- 
pared to liiarch againfl: the Mharattas, and was encamped at 
Amaunce Gunge, not far from ‘lie capital, when he received 
fudden intelligence of an infurre^iion in Bahar, the aflaffination 
of his nephew Hj'but Jung, and the captivity and difgraceful 
death of his brother Hajee Ahmud. It has been already re- 
marktd, that - the- navob had difeharged from his fervice the 
Afghaun chiefs; Sh umflieer K haU and Ser daiir IChan, with their 
followers. Thefe generals had refided fince that time in their 
jaghires in Derbunga ; but thn exiftence of fueh a body of 
armed men, free from any controul 6i fhe governor ol the pro- 
vince, could not long continue witliout endangering its laiety. 
Hybut Jung, according to fome reports, dreading their rebellion, 
or, to others, by attaching the Afghauns to his interefts, mcan‘- 
ing to enfure his fucceflion to his uncle, or to affumc inde- 
pendance on his authority, had during the rains reptefented to 
him by his agent, that the difeharged chiefs were forty for 
their paft conduit, and deCrous of being readmitted to his fer- 
vice. He tlierefore requeued, that he might be allowed to 
entertain them, as the only mode of preventing a commotion, 
to which they would have reoourfc, Ihould their petition be 
rejefled. .Mahabut Jung with fome reluflance confented, and 
Hybut Jung made propofals to the two chiefs, which they .re- 
ceived with feeming fatisfailion. The terms of fcrvice being 
adjufted, they matched from Derbunga to the bank of the Ganges, 
oppofite Patna; and Hybut Jurtg, to aflure them of his con- 
fidence and finccrity, condefccndcd to ^ vifit them with a few 
attendants. He was received with proper relpeft, and a day 
was fixed for their croffing tlie river with their folloners. The 
navob returned to his palace fatisfied of their fidelity, and iflued 
orders ion the provifion of boats for their conveyance. On the 
day appointed, the Afghauns crofled tlie Ganges, and encamped 
VoL. II. W w near 
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near the city; when Hybnt Jilng again vifited * Serdaur. Khan. 
The two next days were chofcn for the generals to pay their 
refpeds to him feparately, at the palace, and the navob, in 
order to obviate any fears they might Iiavc of treachery, com- 
manded that only his domeAic fervants fliould attend ' him, 
even to the cxclufion of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan 
came the firft day, and having received the cuftomary tokens 
of efteem, returned to his camp. The following mommg Hy- 
but Jung repaired to his hall of audience, to receive the pro- 
mifed vifit of Shumfheer Khan, and, as on the day before, 
would not permit any guards to attend, allowing only a few 
officers of his houfehold to be prefent. Firfl: came nearly a 
thoufand of the Afghaun infantry, with matchlocks and matches 
lighted, who, after fainting, arranged themfelves in the fquare 
of the palace. A chief, named Moraud Sheer Khan, next en- 
tered, with* a crowd of officers, who filled the hall, and eagerly^ 
prcUcd to prefent their offerings. This being done, Hybut Jung 
enquired after Shumfheer Khan, and was told he was not far 
off". Moraud Sheer Khan now ordered his companions to take 
leave, and make room^ for others. They rofe, and according 
to cuftom, received each a betel from Hybut Jung, who was 
carneft in diffnbuting it, when one of the Afghauns, fuddenly 
drawing a dagger, aimed a ftroke at him, but without effect. 
One of the navob ’s attendants immediately cried out Treachery;” 
but Hybut Jung had only time to draw his fabre, when Moraud 
Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
his mufnud. Several of hts attendants were fiain ; and the pa- 
lace being filled with the traitors, alfo the flreets of the city 
by the foldiers of Shumfliccr Khan, no refiftance could be made 
by the dependants of Hybut Jung. The ,Afghauns committed 
great cxcefies m the town, the inhabitants of which had no re- 
medy 

* It is faid, this chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as' refpciled 
the aflallinatjon. 
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medy but to fubmit to their authority. Shumflicer Khan ordered 
Hajee’Ahmud to be brought before him, ^and demanded an ac- 
count of his treafure ; but, declining a difeovery, he was tortu- 
red in various mdSes for feventcen days, till at length he expired, 
not unjuftly puniQ'ied for his' treachery, and (hare in the murder of 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlal?^ About * feventy lacs of ^rupees 
were found buried in his houfe, bchdes jewels and other valu- 
ables to a great amount. The efFc<^ of Hybut Jung were feized, 
and his Begum Atneena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with 
his other women, forcibly carried to the camp of Shumfheer 
Khan j who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his head quarters at a little diilancc, and engaged in raifing 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in- 
vade Bengal. The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were obUged to 
pay large fums, ^to fave their houfos from being plundered, and 
a heavy contribution was exacted from the people^'at large by 
the rebels. ^ 

Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply affedlcd at the deaths 
of his brother and nephew, the dilgraceful captivity of his 
daughter, and the lofs of Bahar, threatened alfo ‘with thatofBengal 
by the invafion of the Mliarattas at this alarming enfis, did not 
lofc his intrepidity of mind, but fuftained the fiorms of cala- 
mity with manly refoUition, and prepared to combat the attacks 
of misfortune. He convened his principal officers, fome of whom 
he had reafon to fuppofe connected with the rebels, being of 
^e fame tribes, and defired their advice for his conduct in the 
prefent unhappy jun<Slure of his affairs. They unanimoufly de- 
clared, that they would loyally obey his commands. He replied, 
that his. beloved brother and nephew being flain, and their 
families plunged in ’’difgraccful captivity, he found life, under 
, ^ W w 2 ' ' foch 


Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, ^ therefore knew no re- 
medy but to punifli the rebels, or die in the attempt. If there- 
fore any wiflied to follow him to this extremity, he v/ould fpare 
nothing to reward' them; but neither vvould^ he detain thofe 
who might chufe to quit his fervicc, having already received 
more obligations from them than he could repay } and as he 
had refolved lo feek death rather than lead a ditlionourable life, 
but few, followers where necc/lary to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, “ that they owed 
** him inviolable gratitude for his long experienced bounty to- 
** wards them, and had no views but to lacrificc their lives if 
** nfcceflary in his fervice ; to perform which, they bound 
thcmfelvcs by^oath on the Koniun. Mahabut Jung, now con- 
vinced ’of their fidelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to 
march againft the rebels. The.Mharattas by this time had ad- 
vanced from Burdwan, and began to Jay wafte within a Ihort 
diftance from the capital; but the navob knowing tliat to fol- 
low thefe marauders, who always avoided coming to adlion, 
would be vam, and give time to the reb*ets in Bahar to gather 
frrength, was not to be diverted from his purpofc. He ftati- 
oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to preferve the communi- 
cation for fupplies open between the Ganges and the city, which 
he cntrufled^ to Shawamut Jung, Atta Oollah, and Nowauaufo 
Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamation was ifliied, that he found it neceflary to > march 
againft the rebels, though the ’Mharattas were in the environs 
of the city j and, recommending, to fuch as chofo it, to retire 
with their famihes to places of greater fecurity, previous to his 
departure. Moft of the inhabitants who could procure convey- 
ance, accordingly moved with their families and effeefrs acrofr 
the Ganges ; fo that fcarce any but the foldiery and poor re-' 
mained. ' Having finiflied his preparations, he moved from 
Amaunee Gunge, with an army of twenty thoufand horfe and 

as 
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as many foot. In order to fecure provifion?, iic had colledted^ a 
large ' fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany his march up 
the banks of the Ganges. Mecr. Jaffier on this occafion was 
again taken into favour, reftored to command, and the office of 
paymafter general. 

Mahabut Jung reached Monghyr without oppofition, except 
in a trifling fkirmifli with the Mharattas at Bhaugulpore, who 
had marched to join the rebels. Here a meflengcr was inter- 
cepted with letters from Atta Oollah Khan to. the infurgents, in 
which he encouraged them to Rand, and offered to embrace 
their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navob was joined 
at Monghyr by fome of the Bahar zemindars and dependants of 
the Jate Hybut Jung, .who. informed him, that th6 rebels had 
left Patna, and were encamped at Bar, in number about fifty 
thoufand horfe and foot, expifting to be joined by the Mharattas* 

Janojee and Mecr Hubbeeb having reached the* vicinity of 
the rebels* camp, invited them to a -conference, at which they 
embraced the fcrvicc of the Mharatta chief, and Shumflieer Khan 
■ was invefted by him witli the khelaut of the foubahdary of 
Bahar. The next d.iy Meer Hubbeeb vifited Shumlhecr Khan, 
who after his audience left him to repofe, but privately diredted 
the guard over the tents, when he fhould prepare" to return to 
his own camp,* to detain him, as a fecurity for the payment of 
the expenfes he had incurred in levying an army for tJie fervice 
of the Mharattas, at whofe inftigation he pretended he had 
aflaflinated Hybut Jung. This feheme by fome means coming 
to the knowledge of an attendant 'of Mecr Hubbeeb, he dlredl-’ 
ed fome of the horfemen who had accompanied him, to leave 
the camp, but to return fuddenly, as if purfued by an enemy, 
and fpread an alarm that the > navob’s army was in light ; in 
hopes that, by 'this ftratagem, he might fave his mafter from 

the 
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the intended treacheiy. The horfemen fpread the alarm, as 
direflcti, and much confiifion occurred in the rebel’s camp; but 
notivitliftanding the reprefentations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the 
prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to 1 depart till he had paid a ^conliderable fum, and given the 
fecurity , of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mlia- 
. rattas from afting in conjundlion with the rebels, as the former 
now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob offered battle to the ene- 
p my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matehlock ball in the beginning of the adhon, which in- 
volved one half of the rebels in eonfufion, and fpread alarm 
/ through the troops of Shumfheer Khan. At this junifture the 
■ Mharattas appeared in the rear, hoping to effeft the plunder of 
the navob's camp, while he was engaged. Upon Serauje ad 
, Dow]ah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a body to op- 
pofe them, he replied, « that he would firfl defeat his enemy in 
^ “ front, and then with eafe difperfe the Mharattas." Having 
faid this,, he charged the rebels with greaf futy,’ and they fled 
panic-frruck before him. Shumfheer Khan, being deferred, was 
attacked on his elephant by . an officer named Hubbeeb Beg, 
who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to Mahabit 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat of the rebels, withdrew 
from the_ field without flriking a blow, and the navob quietly 
took pofTeffion of the Afghaun camp,- which they had left 
Handing, with all their tents and baggage, a prey to the vic- 
tors. Here the navob found his daughter, the ,Begum of Hybiit 
Jung, and the refl of his family, w-ho had been made prifbners 
at Patna. Having offered up thanks for this, on liis fide, almoll 
bloqdlefs vidory, and the happy retrieval of his infulted honour, 
he proeeeded to Patna, where he diflnbuted large fums to the 
religious and poor, in gratitude to God for. his fuecefs, and 

took 
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meafures for repairing the loflcs of government in the late re- 
bellion, Having fent for the women and children of the ‘prin- 
cipal infurgents from Dcrbunga, on their arrival he lodged them 
in his own haram, treating them^wuh humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a i fliort time fet them at liberty. At this time alfo, 
he permitted the women and family of Meer*Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince his joining the Mharattas, to return to 
him, >and furniflied them with money, com'eyances, .and an ef- 
cort for their protedfaon to the enemy's camp. ' Having rcfet- 
tled the government of Bahar, *he returned triumphantly to 
Moorfhudabad ; but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it, and, as (bon 'as poffiblc, his do- 
minions} permitting him, howcvcr,‘to remove with ‘all his effedls* 
and nearly • fevcnty lacs of rupees, which he had acquired in 
his fervice, though he had repeated proofs of his having con- 
Ipired againft his life and government. Atta Oollah Khan retired 
into the province of Oude, and was (bon afterwards flam, in 
an aftion in the fervice of Suffder Jong againft the Patans of 
Ferokhabad. Janojee, the Mharatta chief, after -the defeat of 
Shumfhecr Khan, not thinking himfcif equal to Mahabut Jung 
in -the field, retired with his army into Midnapore ; and foon 
after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march-^ 
ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment for 
the defence of Cuttac, The -navob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troops at Burdwan, to watch 'the motions of the enemy. 

* ' , . ( 1 

Mahabut Jung, at the conclufion of the rains, moved 'again A, H. 

^ from his capital, in order to drive* the Mharattas from Cuttac; A.D. ; 
and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He followed, 
them from place to place, during the dry (eafon, without being 
able to bring them to aftion ; but on his return to Moorfhud- 
' ' " ^ ‘ abad 


* Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 
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abad, the enemy again obtained pofleflion of tlie province. Ben- 
gal was this year free from their depredations; a point, which 
the navob efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The next year he^renewed his efforts, and the ma- 
rauders evaded his purfuit as ufual; which made the navob 
refolve,to canton for the rains at Midnapore : but buildings were 
fcarcely ere<fled, when he. received intelligence that Serauje ad 
Dowlah, his favourite grandfon, had left Moorfhudabad, with 
intentions^of taking poficflion of Patna, which was governed in 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and afluming independance. 

Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to diftraflion, was 
more alarmed for his fafety in any oppofition he might receive 
from the governor of Patna, than any ill confequences to him- 
felf from the rebellion. He inflantly left his army at Midna- 
pore, and with a fmall force haftened to Moorfhudabad, where 
he remained only one day to refrefli his troops, and then fol- 
.1 lowed the imprudent youth ; to whom he wrote in terms of 
the greateft affedion, affuring him that he meant him for his 
fucccflbr, and entreating him to return to his protection. Se- 
A*d' rauje ad Dowlah wrote an inlblent reply, in which he accufed 
the navob of promoting his uncles to offices of truft, and treat- 
ing him only with pretended fondnefs ; that he was weary of 
being controuled like a child ; and, fmee he would not give 
him a ffiare in authority, he was refolved to feize what he 
regarded as his juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
would not attempt to oppofe him, as the confeqiience muft be, 
that either he would have his head in his bofom, or his own 
muft be laid at the feet of the elephant of Mahabut Jung.^ 
The navob returned for anfwcr, that Serauje ad Dowlah through 
imprudence and want of judgment had caufelefsiy accufed him 
of want of regard; for he not only intended him the fucceffion 
to his own dominions, but to the government of the empire, 

could 
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^could he obtain it for hini. He concluded his letter with the 
^following fentences* The religious champion, eager for mar- 
** tyrdom, is .unmindful that the martyr to love exceeds liim. 
** In the laft day they will not be compared tdgcther, for one 
is^ilain .by an enemy, but the other by a friend.*’ ' 

. Serauje ad Dowlah, on his arrival near Patna, fummnned 
■the governor. Raja Jaunejee Ram,' to deliver up the city- and- 
repair to his prefence j afluring' him of favour in cafe -of diis 
obedience. The raja •'Was at a lofe how to "aft, being fearful of 
furrendering ,lus ch^ge without .orders from the navob, and 
alarmed) left any accident ftiould happen to Serauje ad Dow- 
. kh^if he oppofed him; but, at length, be refolved on defend- 
ing ‘the city, till he ftiould hear from Mahabut Jung. The 
.imprudent young man aftaulted die town without delay ; ^ but 
■Mhadee Nifiar Khan, the principaV advifer and leader of his 
rebellion, being killed early^in-the attack, his’ followers fled, and 
Serauje ad Dowlah wUh difficulty ftieltered himfelf in a houfe in 
. the fubhrbs, . The raja# rejoiced that he had cfcaped unhurl,* 

. immediately fent fomc of lus principal officers, to attend him* to 
a refidencc befitting his ^rank; and by the perfuafions of his 
friends, he confented to return to his grandfather. Mababut 
Jung was overjoyed at his efcape, and haftened to meft him. 
jnftead of reproaches, he received him with the'gteateft affec- 
tion, and a joy bordering on weaknefs, as it made Serauje ad 
Dowlah exert the influence he now faw he had over him, to 
his difcredit and difhonour. The navob, having ‘ipent a' few 
days at Patna, returned vvith his grandfon to Moor/hudabad ; 
but was feized ‘on the road by an intermitting fever, which 
continued long upon him. On his' recovery, he marched againft 
the^ Mharattis, \vho yet infefted the province of Cuttac, and, as 
jifual, unable to bring them to a decifive engagement, fpent 
the dry months in^^urfuing them from place to place. The 
, X X ' two 
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two following years were expended in tbe~ fame defultoiy war- 
fare, when at length bbth parties, being tired ofw'ar, began equally 
to wifh for an accommodation of their difpntes. Mahabut Jnng 
yielded to tlie Mharattas the province of Cuttac, and agreed to 
pay annually twelve lacL^ of rupees, as the * choute of Bengal* 

The navob, by this peace, being freed from all his enemies, 
gradually difcharged hts foperfluous troops, and employed him- 
felf in encouraging hts people to rebuild the villages which Jiad 
been deftroyed, and cultivate the Jands in many dillrids, long 
waftc, from the defcrtion of the inhabitants during the repeat- 
ed inv^ons. From this period we find nodiing remarkable in 
ius life, the remainder of Jus government being uninterrupted 
by viciflitude. As he had chofbn Serauje ad Dowlah for his 
fucceflbr, he latterly entruftcd him. with a power, which was 
too often employed for die dcfiruftion of thofe, againft whom 
he had any pique, or was jealous of their attachment, Houf- 
fcin KooUee Khan and his brother, the favountes of his uncle 
Shawamut Jung, he ailafiinated, and put to death other perfons 
of*rank, without being pumlhed by his grandfather, which adls 
of cruelty eftranged from him the minds of the people, and 
prepared the -way for his own -future deilrudUon. 

t 

-In the j ear 1169 died Shawamut Jung, nephew to tlie navob, 
"and. , 

and was" much cllecmed by the people for his clemency, and cha- 
nties to the fnendlefs and poor. His death was Ipcedily follow cd 
by that of his brother -Sowlut Jung, who had for many years go- 
%emed the diftndt of Poomca, with credit to himfelf and latisfadtion 
to the inhabitants, his misfortune at Cuttac having corredted the 
warmth of his dilpofition, and taught him prudence and huma- 
nity 

• The Mharaim fbll keep up this claim, but, fmcc the death of Serauje ad. 
jt has not been paid. 



HISTORY OF -BENpAL. 

nity. '--Bqth-.Acfe princes-.arcl .well^ipoken'.of..by .the .natives, of 
Bengal, .and their, memo^ re^^ed.j. .Shawamut/JUng ^died vyith- 
• out iiTue; and Sqwlut Jung left only onelfon, .\vijo.fucceeded’- him in ' 

, Ids^-governmenh -under.’.the.jtitle. of.iShokut.jung; .but was ihortly 
>depof(^ andrllam byiis .coufin^Seraujc, ad.iDowIdi,^.; ^ 

' ,MababutiiJang.;did‘. not;, long ‘ fumyc.'.the .;death;,qf',^W^ ne- 

phews;'.. Injthe eightieth ,yea^ of .hisyagej -,being,v.fcized 'With 
.'droply, -^Ke /ubmitted;for.,fome dayer.tp^.the/advicq of'.his .phyfi- 
^ciansj^n but; finding ..himlyf growing /.worfe^ and Tjudging. |that ,,at 
■■JmJ-time.;of .life j_a:' recovery ; 'was , not to <^.be-,;expeftdd, iTefrained 
from.iinedicine,.and^-r^ufe^ 'l.opgcrj to.jfoUpWj any'regim^n. .^The 
' .cxpedkations- of/,his dcath’jCaufc :grcat’-; difputes- among .hls/ela-^ 
tions. I ■His.eldcft'daugKtery^Goofeety Begum; widow. of .Shatvamut 
;Jung>';retired-5with hef^'treafures- tp_. 5 Mopteejeel,jand ^ftributed*- 
. irge?fums.;.among"’ thc'^ follow^s Cpff her date;, huftan^^ hopes 
' that! the/i would fupport- her .againft her nephew -.Seraujej ad Dow- 
,:lah :oh;.her. fatherV;demi/c.>-;Suchj policy. ,was,;0nly-the InHaence ' 

'of^Jier •declining^fortune. ; 'When.^lVMabut Jung.'\\^’,in;his laft' 

.agpmes;;. feme, of, this .women defired’.!he would' tecommend, them • 
Jto.’the'-c^ of? 'his intended -'fucceffor; ,Nbut the . naybb ;khowing 
his bad* qualities, pbrcryed,- fmilmg .to. them, ./‘..that if,’;he-.for 
three days .(hould behave dutifully to his grandmother, then 
they ‘.might..’ entertain . hopes) of . ^ * tendernefs. Shortly , after, this, • , . 

^e/pepaneh ;\o \Ve ,&vine^.tnetcyy .;Cne ,.c 5 -aibp, A.D.I756* 
.afterTa;7goyCTnment .qf fixtccn' years J over,' the three .provmccs, of 
Bengal;. Bahiyr,-.'and .jOnfla. ■ He' was., buried. t'hevfollowing-night, 
ncar--^e\tqnib'_.ofrhis •mother , m the. garden’, of iChooili Baug. 


‘ ^A' country palace near MoorthudabadJ' TTie' principal building. bands in a 
• plece-'of yva'er’c3liv'd~Mootce-!Jecli, or Pearl-lake?- ‘It'was'erecled ’’■byJ^hawa'mut 
Jung, a.:d is a flaiely pile,' being omamewed with many pillars 'of black marble,’ 
brought from the rums Gour on iruenowty, the ancient capital 'of Bengal,' ’ 
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Thou didft guide him, O lird, for he was among* thy ferr- 
ants.^ O Torgive ‘him his of&nces, for thou art moft merciful.'* 

' ■' I ' ^ 

Mahabut Jung from his early youth W’os not addided to 
idle pleafures, . as ^vine, ( or • opiates, mufic, or the company 
of courtezans. i He was regular in his devotions, and affiduoully 
tib/htftied a?/ thrngs ^chidden by the dU'inc law. He gc^t 

neralIy*rofe t\vo hours before day, and after ablution and prayer, 
drank coffee with (his feted companions. At .clay break he gave 
public audience, when the commanders of his army, ,the civil 
officers, an*d perfons of all ranks who had any applications 
to make, 'were admitted without referve^to fet forth ^eir bufi- 
mefs, and received fatisfadion from his bounty. ^ At the expU 
ration of two hours he retired to a private apartment, . where 
'fuch only as were invited came. Thefc were generally^ his ne- 
phews Shawatnuti Jung’ and Sowlut Jung', his grandfon. Serauje 
ad Dowlah, and particular ftiends, Pieces of poeuy were now 
recited, or hiffory or anecdotes -redd to him ^ and fomciimes he 
even amufed himfelf with giving diredions -to his cooks,j who 
prepared viduals - before himjaccording to his palate. The offi- 
cers of different departments,* if neceflary, alfo came for orders. 
Heathen fat down-tokcatv-with his friends,, and many fhared the 
bounties of his table. When the. meal was .over the company 
Retired to'repofc. 'At this time^ a ftory-teller ^.al ways 'attended to 
Relate fome -amufingmarrativc. . He generally rofe about an hour 
‘.after ’nrfcf-day, performed fiis » devotions, and read in the iforaun 
till near four.’* After faying ’the prayers for that time, and drink- 
ing a draught of water cooled with ice* or faltpetre, he received 
“feveral learned men, *in whole company he daily, fpent an hour, 

^ hearing them difciifs points' of divinity and Jaw for his Jnforma- 
' ation. When they retired, the officers of the revenue, with Jug- 
, gutt^eet, his banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelli- 
^ r ] . - gencfi 

‘ .J ^ . ION 

? Commonly afed iaindia'to intoxicate . * 
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.^grace’-receiVed 'from [Dhel/'-and/'tfveiy/rprovm .of}, the -empire, 
^Ifo 'oP each/ diftnt5b-.'of;/.his o'vvii-vgovernment,;. when-^he :.iflued 
Jhis ' orders - to them, -as iaffairs„-required...;-An-houf, pafledMn- ,this 
•manner,-: and^'fometimesf his ; near relations- were 'allowed ,to be 
prefeht: -B/, .thisrtiine- night- Tet Jnifihghts* were, brought,, and 
.with' them :certain • jefters ’ and BiifFoons/.-who entertained . him , with 
their' repartees pn'.feach-hther for -a dhort- time,-.' . He,. then, retired 
io 'pfayere; ^'after'-which •he; fat'. ineprivacy with* his.-^own Begum, 
to' receive rthe ' ’.vifitV'-.of-^near" female’ relations, ?'till nine . o’cloclc, 
'/The .Women' then’-' departed;' l and -men,. were .-.admitted .-who :had 
^.bufinefs fwitH him;- 'till, ' he retired ’do, fleep; . generally yearly., and 
'without eatingW In this 'manner ‘he paffed;hisi,tiihe,, -having ftated 
'hours fdr^ every empldymeht..'‘He tvas' unequalled^.-m; His -beneyo- 
"lehce to‘his relations,‘\friends,y:and fonner acquaintance .in, his lower 
TortuhW'ipaftifc'ularly ' to -thoie \vho’'had -fliewn •ihim. tliei fmalleil 
•fcmdhefs' ' wKe'nihe -waS'difeefled at Dhely.-ih hisryouthVj.fending 
‘fpr^ them' or ^ their 'children to' ’his /'court; .and iconferxing -.favours 
iipon'theih beyond thfelr expedlationi'V.The -people-^at-darge, .dur- 
ing his }Iife expenericed-fu'ch-’care land ’fatisfa€lion' from- his gen- 
'tle’ adminilhation,’ 'as could not .be-.exceededjby, .the , indulgence 
‘of a ^ parent V while atl.the -fame"timcj:the loweft .of, his .'officers 
^rew ficii in his' fefvIccV Hd wis intelligent in all, affairs,- and en- 
'cduraged'tiie 'deferving -'of -every profeffion. Affable 'in/ miinncrs, 
:wife“m' Rate 'affairs,- ' 'courageous. asj a, general, . he -poffeffed Jalfo 
‘every'.hoble'' quality.' -.Wiien the French, general, -Mr. Bu^j^-after 
the death’of '‘Nafir'Jung, ”Wrote to.hini in.'po.mpous terms, of his 
*viftoiy}‘'and‘’recommehded' the _fadory:,of. Chandernagore tp.his 
prote^IohV- he'reficdted uponfthe .fimilarity-of difpdfition.'between. 
"his * intended Wceffor,' Serauje'.ad Dowlah, }whofe.^ enmjtyj.to /the 
•Ehglifli' he -was' ’apprifed.lofjM'and. the'runfortunate^ foubahdar. of 
V'l ’’-1 1 r v .fj i;.;-;v/I>e]^n ; 

n. Naflr Jung was Nizam of'Dsfckan, He -was furpnzed''ari! 3 ''hiin' in' a 
confpini^ of his nobles, alTifted by the French, ia the' year 1755# 

^'Belonging to. thc;French, in -Bengal* - , j. 
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Dekkah; tt the fame time fiying, ' ** He feared that after his death ' 
the Europeans would become maftefs of many parts of Hindooftan/* 
Muftapha Khan, his. principal general, had endeavoured- to pre^ 
vail upon 'him .'to /expel! -^thfc EnglifliVfthrii; Calcutta, add,'feiz^ ' 
their wealth j but receiving no anfwer to his advice, urged it 
again,. through the navpb*s nephews, Sowlut Jung and Shawamut 
Jung. Mahabut Jung" retumed'ho anfwer; but Ihortly after faid^ 
in private to the latter, “ My child, Muftapha Khan is a foK 
“ dier,- and wifties us to- be .conftantly in need of Iiis fervic«; 
“vbUt-hoW 'came you -to^'join* 'in.'his -requeft? ^\^at.Jhave'^'thft • 
Englifti‘‘done againft-'me,' that'-I fhould ufe 'thein-iU-?-rIt^ri§. 
now 'difficult- to' extinguifh'- fire- on land.; -but ’•* ftiould the '‘fea 
f*.’be in-ftaraes,*wh6;cahjput''them-out?/-Never liften’-’to/fudil * 
‘fradvice.'asf 'his,' -fbr = the confequences-would -be fatal.-* '-d 
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■SERAUJE'^AD DOWLAH. 


SeRAUJE ad Dowlah, after the cuftpmary mourning-, ; having 
affiimed the mufnud of his grand&ther,-iyithout oppofition, fent 
a party of his troops to remove..Goofeetyt,Begum,jliis aunt, from 
the -palace, of Mooteejeel to a place of fecurity,, and to confif- 
cate her effedb. Her .-adherents, ' whp had received large fim? 
from her to. oppofe his accelCoo, deferted her immediately on 
the death of Mahabut Jung, except a few, who alfo were fo 
alarmed when the palace was furrounded, ns to be incapable of 
reCftance., Meet Nuzaer All; who^had been her chief advifer 
and confidant, having bribed the officers of the party to mate 
his peace with the navob, left the Begum, whofe perfon was 
confined, and her treafures feized. Setaujc ad Dowlah dilplaced 
rn’any of the officers of government, and filled their places with 
young men, the companions of his pleafures. He treated the 
fervants of the late navob, moftly perlbns- advanced in years, with 
fuch flight and difrefpedt, as gave them great offence, and eftranged 
them from his intereft. Not long after his acceffion, he march- 
ed towards Raujcmahal, with a defign to difpoflefs his coufm 
’Shokut Jung of the province of Poorneaj but was diverted from 
his purpofe, by information that Kilhen Boollub, fon of Kauje- 
, boollub, dewan of Shawamut Jung, had fled to Calcutta, and . 
was protefted by the Englifti, Mr. Drake, the governor, hav- 
ing refufed to dehver him -up at the demand of the navob’s 
officers. Upon this he ‘returned fuddenly to the capital ofMoor- 
fliudabad. 

' • " Serauje 
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his intention^ he' fled to a flilp'" With' a 'few" perfans:^ The re- 
mainder, -out of- regard to their Honour; fou^t while :they had. 
any ammunition, •preferring- death to'-,difgracefbl life,’ and diiink 
the^flierl^t-of 'dlflblutidn with*: heroic valour. -.‘Some being ■over- 
come;^!] 'prifoners into- the -’hand of providence..- An invaluable 
treafiire in money ’ and ’effedbs ■ was'- plundcred/from* the ware- 
houfes of -the' Company, the ' Engliflv .Hindoo,' and Armenian 
merchants, ' by the foldiers" and followers of the camp ; but Serauje 
ad DbwIaK'^ acquired nothing from his 'cbnqucft, but ‘the feeds 
of 'his defthjdlibh. '’’Having' remained -a days* at Calcutta, ‘he 

'returned' "to’ the-, capital, Ieaving*the command of the' place' to 
Manneck Chund,' dewah of the Raja 'of Burdwan* • a "weak and 
■cowardly' perfon, who had giv'en/proof of his’' treachery by'de- 
‘ferting-Mihabut; Jung wHeh.'Ke- was Tuixounded by’ ^e'Mhanittas. ' 

Soqh'afcer'the conquelft of Calcutta,'* Serauje ad DoWlah march- 
•c3 againfl.’his-'couflh •Sh6kut''Jung;;- the' fojcdaur!'of ‘PoCrneah,- 
•'wHoth he reduced with little' bppofition,. and’ acquired ’a 'great 
afc‘ccflioh''of • treafure and territory -by • his .- vidlory.' 'He ■ returned 
' triumphantly • to 'his capital / but his fortune 'Was now 'at the 
higheft; ‘^Tt is^ the 'eflabliflied cuftom'.'of/this- world, ' .^at '--’when 
''any thing has reached the "point of perfedlion, ' it -begins to'.'de- 
'cay,' 'ahd'-finally becomes amiihilatedj' fd as to leave''not-'a trace 
•■for 'enquiry behind' it.-'”An inftahce-’df -this truth/- and thc' caufe 
of Serauje ad Dowlah's/ruin,''may be . feen'-'m-the^-folldwing 
pages. ' ' 

'' .Mr.'^'-DrakeV.^the ''governbr/of -’Calcutta/'' having efcaped fon 
■'board- a‘ Ihip'with'fome -'gentlemen, '''retired tb'MadrafSj and other 
''Eftgliflimeh,; employed -in- mcrchandifc 'in various ^parts of Ben- 
i 'gal, '“alfo"* found 'means" Co -'efcap'e' 'Horn ‘the country'.-,' At ‘ this 
'.■timej'- colonel ‘Cjive commanded the -company's ferCes-'in the 
VolCHT;'-'"'' '■ -■"'.province 

• • A'Confiderable diviCon of Bengal, 
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Serauje ad-Dowlah, m whofc brain the vapqur of pride had 
arifen, and made him wander iar ironi the path of caution -and 
forbearance, having refolved on quarelhng with the Englifh, was 
tortured with the fire‘ of imparience. The companions and old 
fervants of Mahabut Jnng durft not breathe a remonftrance in ^ 
his prefence, and many, from the de^adation they had under- 
gone and the advancement 'of low perfons, wilhed the overthrow 
of his po\%er; fo that no one gave liini proper advice, nor did 
he afh it. ■* Thofe who were hk counfellors and favourites, were 
moftly rafli, and weak of uhderiianding, unacifiainted with the 
rules of policy, and infatuated with their fudden-promotion; or, 
regarding oppofiflon to his will as “deftruftive to their-own in- 
tered, did not dare to contnidi<a him. Serauje ad-Dowlah was 
a;>veak.man, Void of iifeful qualities, and* intoxicated with youth 
and profperity." The probable*. confcguences of any.meafurc en- 
tered not into his mtndj and the ^hearts -of the men of^unl^ 
derllanding about him» were inflamed with difgidl at his unrsa- 
^fonable fury, or the diipute with the Enghlh'imight have been 
fettled eafily by negotiation. There was no caufe for' kindling 
the flames of war; 'but as providence had decreed ithesdownfall 
of thfr family of Mahabut^-Jung, and other great calamities, the 
reins of government over Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, which form 
an extenfive * empire, fell -into the hands of two weak -and ty- 
rannical youths, Serauje- ad Dowlah and Shokut Jung, ' who in 
the end fuffered for their crimes. * • a 

- To proceed ; Serauje ad Dowlah In the beginning of Ram- 
zaun marched towards Calcutta ;•> and the Engidh, .who had no* 
force to oppofe himrin 'the field, retired into their factory Uo 
defend themfelvcs. Their outpofts ^^e^e foori' taken by the navob,* 
who had a great army; and Mr. Drake, the governor, .being 
flnick With a panic at the Bate of his^ affairs, faw -fafey only 
'in flight. .Without informing the whole of his 'countrymen of 

his 
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his intention;, he fled to a lliip with a few perfbns; The re- 
mainder, out of regard to their honour, fought while they had 
any ammunition, preferring death to dxfgraceful life, and drank 
the flierb^t of mflolution with* heroic valour. Some being over- 
come, fell into^the hand, of providence. An invaluable 

treafure in money and effe^s was plundered from ‘ the ware- 
houfes of the Company, the Englifh, iSmdoo, and Armenian 
merchants, by the foldiers and followers of the camp j but Serauje 
ad Dowlah acquired nothing from his conqueft, but the feeds 
of his deflrudhon. Having remained a few days at Calcutta, he 
returned to the capital, leaving the command of the place tp 
Manneck Chuhd,'- dewan of the Raja of Burdwan, a weak and 
cowardly’ perfon, who had given’ proof of his treachery by de- 
ferting Mahabut Jung ‘when he wasTurrounded by the Mharattas. 

' r * 

Soon after the conqueft of Calcutta, Serauje ad Dowlah march- 
ed againfl his coufin Shokut Jang, the fojedaur of ‘Pdorneah, 
whom'’ he reduced with little oppofition, and acquired a^great 
accelfion^of treafure and territory ^by his victory. ^ He returned 
triumphantly to -his capital j but his fortune^ was now at the 
higheft. It is the cftabhflied cuftom of. this world, that when 
any thing has reached the point of perfection, it begins to de- 
cay, and finally becomes anniliilated ; Co as to leave not a trace 
for enquiry behind it. An inftance'of this truth," and the caufe 
of Serauje ad Dowlah's ruin, may be feen in the ' following 
pages. 

Mr. Drake, the governor of Calcutta, having cfcaped on 
"board-' a fliip with fome gentlemen, Vettred to Madrafs, and other 
Engliflimcn, employed in merchandife in various parts of Ben- 
gal, alfo found means to cfcape from the country. At ^ this 
time, colonel Clive commanded the company's forces in the 
VoL. II. ^ ‘ ‘ ' Y y p. ^ ' province 
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province of (Arcof, which Jic had refened irom the liands of tJio 
French. It vas agreed by the govermnent of Madraft, that 
he fliould repair with a force tor Bengal, and cndcavour^to re- 
gain the fidory of Calcutta; either by force, dr. payment of a 
fum of jnoney. Being arrived with his^troops in the rfverj^ he . 
caft anchor; and as tlie chiefs of the Englifli arc very cautious, 
wife, and valiant, havTng fent propofals 'of accommodation to 
Scraujc ad Dowlah, he .entreated his forgivencTs of Mr. Drake's 
faults, and CfTcrcd feme lacs of rupees, on condition of being. 

, allowed to occupy tlie fadoiy as formerly. Scraujc,ad Dowlah 
was the moft inconfidcratc of men, and his ininiilcrs were sveak, 
and ignorant of the valour and abilities of tlie Englifli.’ The 
intelligent had no power of offering their advice, and the chief 
men of the' country wiflied his, min, wearied out with his op- 
prcITions. If any one did offer an opinion contrary to the navob's, 
he and his foolifli companions, intoxicated with conceit, treated 
It fo* dirdainfully as to make him 'repent, and rcfolvc on filcncC 
in future. No anfwcr was returned, ‘ and at length * colonel 
Clive, tired of delay, and having obtained ’information of the 
characters of thc^ rulers of Bengal, rcfolvcd on vyar. He anchor- 
ed his fhips oppofife the rcfidcncc of Manncck Chund, and bc- 
■gan' to play his artillery, ‘which cauling ‘confufion among the 
enemy, he landed his forces, and attacked .them. Manneck 
Chund, unable to rcfifl, fled* with his army, and the colonel, 
rhaving taken poflefTion of the iadtory and town, cxfiltcd the 

ithis, iwas awakened 1 -a. little from his fluraber of conceir/'and 
prepared’ to* march and/punifh the EngliQi, ^ j - 

'Seralije ad -Dowlah had 'fpent two-, months and, twenty two 
'■’days in i the. enjoyment of-plcafure, when at once, j the meafure 

I •- tos-'lyi iji L,„ ' , , ' j _ I ,i t of 

iji< J * • 1 * >. 

• *1116 author make? no mention of Admiral Watfon, Colonel CUrc bdn-*' 
eonfidcred by the natives as ehl^‘ of the Engliflf, ' ** 
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of Ms crimes being full, tbe Cgns of his downfil appeared. . On . 
Monday the twelfth of, Rubby al Sam, ^e marched A.D. j’ 
from his capital towards Calcutta, and having encamped in the 
Vicinity of that city, fome days palled m Ikirmilhmg with the ene- 
my.^ -Tie Englilh opened a negotiation, 1 with a view to find out 
tlie Hate of his army, having intentions of attempting a furprize by 
night Under pretence of a meffige to Serauje ad Dowlah, they 
'Cent ■ two ‘perfonf^ of' then own nation, poflefied of the quali- 
ties of valour, quick perception, memory,? and judgment, who 
having oblerved the fituation of the navoMs tents, might com-„ 
mit particulars to the itreafury of tlieirJ remembrance j^and they 
well performed their coramiflion. I forget whether it was the 
fame night, or one or two after, that the Englilh,; being ready 
for the attack, embarked a ibodjr ofi their_ troops in boats, and 
proceeded 'cautioufly up the river to the Ikirts of the camp, 
where they waited till about half an 1 hour before day. Then, 
havifig entered in the rear of the line, they; matched on finng 
witliout intermiflion, whde thole who remained in the; boats 
did the lame? as they fell down the nver. Great flaughter was 
made among the troops of tlie navob. Doftc Mahummud Khan, 
a general of rank and'ment, was wounded. t< It tyas repotted, 
that the Englilh intended t if polTiblc to cany off ^Serauje ad 
Dowlah prifonerj ‘but at this time a thick fogi colored the 
camp, which ^rendered it hard to dillinguilh perlbns clofeito 
each other, fo that they milled the 1 quarter of his tents, and 
marched another way, the navob by this* accident efcaping cap- 
^tivity. 1 The Englilh regained the town m fafety. Serauje ad 
Dowlah and his cowardly army} from the alarm of this night, 
to them a lyrribol of the Taft day, loft the powers of their^ 
minds, which were, overwhelmed wilh-terror and affrights ‘Judg- 
ing It 1 dangerous'-to remain longer fo meat the city, the navob 
fummoned his father in law, Mahummud Eeruch Khan, and 

Y y 2 other , - 

-It r 
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other -cluefs,- to icoiifult .on future, /proceedings who, ohferving 
3)is .terror,'- advifed the, rcmoval.bf th'e camp to a greater diftance, 
and to offer terms of -accommodation, which' counfcl’. was jmrhe- , 
diately- ’.executed. The ’Engliflu, feeing the .alarms of the.navob, 
novv^demanded .a- .:compenfation'.for ' their cffcdlS .plundered .by: 
■his army ’when-'.hc took ‘Calcutta; which/ after much', negotia- 
tion, .was agreed to, and-'Serauje .ad'iDowlahj gave '.up fix dif-. 
tri(ffs;.in ithe. vicinity of the’, faftory,. as , a jfeCurity till the fum. 
'fettled 'Ihoiild .“bc.ipaid up. ' 'A. treaty 'having -been ratified and'all' 
•affairs ••fettled, ; through the -medium'.- of Mr.' -Watts,. Seraujc ad 
’Bowlah' returned' to Moorfliuddbad,-{and -now .refledled upon what 
in' the'- dayS’-tjf his jpridc. he had .never confidered. . He’- trem- 
'bled-’for- his fituatioh, .and was .-irrefolutc how- to r.egulatC' his. 
condudl.’; Having -become afliamcd^and repentant !of-;fome- of -his 
vices,-' he at ilerigthi/found out' -that.- there,, was -.a,. God.; Doffe, 
Mahummud Khan had retired -/for the cure , of his wounds ' 
Saflaramj^'M^er.'.Jaffier, Khan,^Raja. Doolubrami, and; other -old. 
officers*,- he'fbund''difaffe£t€djtO'Ius ;perron, and ^wiffied to., ex-, 
.tihguiffi-the' flames o£-.thelrjdilloyaUy, ibut knew , not. how ';.to ef- 
fcddt.’jHe had\no\rcf6lution of his own, or- might cither;havc'. 
•bound tliem to ' his '.intereff by a. renewal.of.favour .and -kind,-. 
Jiefs/. or have -put -them to death, and -raifed up . minifters capva-' 
blc'of condu£ling-:thc affairs,, of , his goyernmerit. ' .He had no-; 
advifers ‘free i from • felf-intcreft ,to .perfuade .ium'- to employ .the, 
rexperienced.fervants.df h^habut .Jung in'preference to'themfelvcs, , 
.QC.'Qf :fea£elto.kaow\-that from' his profperlty thehs wovvld-,alfo-; 
.be’ derived. ' From thefe’reafons,.he; would at onetime, whenen-.' 
raged -.with..paffion;r order- cannon -to -bc .plahted-iagaina the houfq’ 

. ofi.Meer. Jaffier. rKhan, * command. ;-Doolubdim .to., obey - his’ 
.favpurite, ilVfoin, iaal, ,or.-.trcat ‘Jugguttj Sect, with comemotuous 
^threats, ''.u ;• 
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.; 7 -;Anthis';timV.-*e^pn^!i/h. 4 iiyingitafcea>the;^a^^ ■ 

dernagqre-'from the'^French, a-band: of foldjers '' 

and-teme prtiliei7,-having{'ef^^^ j^e,eqemyi fought .pro- ,. ' 

tj^ioh.^af Hbprfhudabad,-',,and jbffercd-;IiU jferyices to, Serauje ad/ 
Dpwlahi^iwlio readily* jTqcQived . him. ' i Upon* ,_tWs (.the ^-iEnglifla, 
either Vt;;the 'inftigadbnjof -the difaffeaeH .chiefsiv or.-, of jthdr.own 

.acqord, -reprefentcd .through their . that. as._ there .was a. treaty 

fubfiiling-'-'betweeh them and the .havob,.-.by.i,the.ardc]eS/,of jwhich. 
.the^ friends -or ^enemies, of ‘either-party, were ito tbe !^corifidered:as 
futh by.-bod],-'hfc taaed cont^' to, it^:by;. receiving ,the.French,^ . 
iM'ith ■' whom 'they .;.were “at .' ; Tfie .•'navo'b. adviTed^, with' 'Mr. . : 

■■Law ■how^'to .who obfecved* if’ indeed* he/ afllfted this 
nation' "aga^ft .the; Englifli - cdihp 3 ny’in;,the. field, ;it_ -\vpuld be 
•a ‘ bVeach'’^bf ^'treaty^j* '-but ;.that* -.it •cqpid be ; none ,jfor j-him, . .who ■ 
■‘.entertaWd'^thoufands'^’of *every,--<^»' 'if ■.he'keptv.'a.;fe\y.^I^rench\' , 
^Vn^alfb'iiti 'his ;fervice. » Ahi^fwer'fimilaf ■.to.thL^':wi 
■ ed'to‘'the'Fnglihi;' \viw, -however, -,renewedi:their,remonftrances : 
.at; the:' infti^tidn- Vbf/ the ' ^JJerfons \under 

jprbtehc,e ]of, regard 'to' .■hts-'-.wBf?fe> .obfeired, .that/- to- :_quarrel : 
'.with=\theVEnglifli’\for .the fake .of a' -few idiftrefTed. .Frenchmen i 
:,was ‘.unwife, ['and'-.woiild' occafion -niudh -:cohfufibn." At length, .1 
:Sefauje ■'^"ad''D 6 .wlah commanded dWi"- ,Law-i.to retire .^to Eatna.'- 
'.Mr. Law *_at italtihg' Jeaye vtold Luhj-'-thafc-inpfl . of f.his chiefs-., 
i.were difeffetSed ;J:o ':his'- ;peffoh, 'I ^nd- leagued: with jjthciiEngUfli, 

‘ ih-intehtions to'-' depoTe- hiip; “Avhich -was: the .caufe ^of. adviflng 
Kis'^'difmiffionf "^'’'011^^5 'departure' they /would Let: him' at.' 

" . variance 'with the>^Ehgiifh:hnd'dcftroy him,' which- theycould. 
.not' effe<ft while, he '-.'remained 'to tallift him.*' ^Serauje 'ad-'-Dowlah'' 
felt the- truth- of Eis- bbfervjition, '.but ■ was* too timid ito'VkeepLim 
at>his.;capital; ’He ;promired;toLecah;'him,)\vheh necefTaty,- 'but' _ 
■,Mr. ,llaw -faid, -know we ;Ueve*- meet -again.” /After:^ 
.'his departure, the nayob’s .dilutes . with ;Meer Jaffier, jDoolub- 
ram, 'and other chiefs; arofe to greater heights, infomuch that 

they 
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they, - With'. Juggutt-- Sect,' being- ini feari of’their/li7es,rrefoly^j' 
in order . to - fave themfelvesi to’ cffeft-Tiis deflrudion. * -Goqfcety, 
Begum alfo, who hated -Serauje ad Dowlahi and -was irritated 
at ’his, feizure of her treaiurcs. and 'eftates;. ufed- every-’meahs to 
ckcite' the rrefehtmeht of her friends ;againft hinij^and'to procure' 
*their' afliftance’ fbf Meer- Jaffief; whom'- flic' alfo ' fupplied^-vvitli 
large flims of- money,' which‘J/he •had fecrcted-.by means "df. Her 
ednuchK.'anci female ’attendants;-'. - '-'d* -.■ '■i--'; '■■i 

^ Mee'r MaKummud^ Jaffier 'Khan 'arid the ‘''other chiefs -agreed,' 
that ' the'- fureftl- method -b'f depofing Scra^je ad-'Dowlah/' woul5 
be' to-excite' th'e Englifti I'agaihft-hjmi ’ With-this^-view, 'Juggutt 
Seet ^e^ployed his'' agentV' Ameen ■ Chund, 'a' prihcipahmercliaht-bf 
Calcutb,- Ddblubram'fomc other -peffon;'‘ahd Jdffierl^ari,- AmeCT 
Beg, who'-.had'fome conriediion-'-with" the''Eriglifli,'‘'to‘-'whom'hc* 
had been* of‘Ve'rvice‘''when‘th'eh fadtory waf’ taken.* J-Tiierc^ per-* 

fdhs'repreTehted''the'-but'rageous-'cohduft-’of -‘th'e’.nav6b‘‘'tb''Aiir 
principals,' ahd^the gcneraV-defire'^of thfe*‘ prbviric«''fdr‘his.-re- 
irioval. ‘^They even-' produced “a 'Written requeft to "^the^ Engliihi 
-that 'they ’would' march 'for-this •purp6fe,''and,'' by'^ a ; Jittle "trbu-* 
blei’s deliver^'a'Ayorld from tyranny and opprelTioh'," for which* th^ 
■{hbuld'receive' .'threV'^corores* of' rupees',- and other’- favours."" ttb 
‘ particulars of -the'navob’s'cruelties'to Goofeety 'Begum' and dthere} 
were ' al/o •difplaycd,'-' and’ the.' paper.' was attefted 'Undeb'-the feats, 
-of thdfc ' perfons who' fuffered -injuries." » r 

I'.J r» '^''5' _ 'I r • ril';< -jj-: b.j 

The I Englifli, who are uhcqualled-.-ih valoiir 'Wd- fentiment; 
(and’who'is'it.tliat'does not'wifli for conqueft-?) upon inteillgencc 
of thefe •circumfrances, > 'determined ' oh war ^ with -Serauje a'd 'Dow^ 
ljih V=.but ‘as'-it is-.their cuftoni,'!'ahd "inde'ed -bf ^eveiy' wi/e peb- 
'.plei'^not tb brrak' with 'any one witho’ut'a reafoii afllghed,--dbiibt-i’ 
lefs they ',gave- orie/to-^ him,’' o^. which -I -ani'- riot 'iriformed; -^It 

" Three mUlions ' ftcrlin^. 
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wis,'!imo(t'probablj’', tliatiof his Jclay in'.payment^of-moneyjfctf; . 
tied vby 'treaty for the lodes, ate the capture; of .Calcutta;- ;n 

'AVaru'.being-.refolred .oni.'.colon^l-GHve,- -knOwitj here byrtite ■ 
title, of. Sabut . Jung, -prepared ; to-, march'; upon ; ihteUigence ,of 
which; Serauje ad; DoWlah.-i overwhelmed with dread, tried; , -when » 
too late,’ ,tq . reconcile his dependants,-; who, pretended to -.be at- 
tached ’.to his perfon, the better, to' cover , their ;0wn defigns. , He 
difpatched Doolubram, .with the grea'teft part of his . army, to 
throw,;Up'intrenchments at;.Plalley;,,but; he fpentf.Jus time in 
•fecrct*.negqt;atipns,,\vith;:,the Englith, and;fecuring-''thc| trqops-Jn - 
his'own intereft., and , that of ;jaffiec,',AU Khan ; '.who;..'renewing 
his., .'attendance;:. at -Ithe,, durbar, -'.and- apparently reconc^pd;;,to- 
Serauje -adjjDowiah, -found,, tneans,'. -by 'iprdmifes.jand; other; mejj . 
l^pds,-. to, draw. over, ,.1000:' of :thc. 'officers, .about. the jOavob’s per^ ‘ 

. fon .tOiliisf'defigns, -fotthat .yeiy- few.iremainedjlpyalh-.Upon "in-; 

' teliige'n'ce',-pf, jcoloneb,. Clive> ., haying,, .begun [:hiSj march ; frpm' 
'.Cjdcutta, -Serauje./ad- Dpwlah ,'reluiftahtly,:,his heart„divided;.with 
hope and .terror, moved from '.MunIbof Giinge to Plalfey; .where* 
the, Englifh,.. at .the ,.utmoO.-not- cxceeding^i three dioufandj.men, 
natives , and .Europeans, j fliortly arrived, . On Thyrfd-ay,-i, the- fifth ■ 
•pf-'ShowauI, : i-jyoi the, 'flames , of . battle, wefe',lightcd,-up.;,;-As / 
Europeans, and. the Englifliiin.. particular;, ;are., celebrated.-, for the 
fkiiful .management : of, artUlety, .colonel; , Clive .began, his ■■.attack- ’ 
with a cannonade, lb. unremitted;and-,jnlla'ntai)eous,:jas confonhd- 

■ ed the fight of his oppofers, and overcame .tlieir faculties- of 
lining . -0 Meer -Jafiier .-Khaniland-his aflbeiates ,ih;;ti-e<acheiy,'be-' , 

■ held ,, the -enemy ,atiiar,di(lancc,'.-i';fafc from;, injury .iv'but.-.- Meet 
hduddun. and-.others,', ready, to'.facrificectheir, lives f'br.-acqulre (Vic-' 
tory, ■brayeIy,.pppDfed,‘..the,:enemy.-;'They -.were, f however, -j imable ' 
to;.chargej.from the.-violen’cei.bf. the,, cannonade, >but kept-.refo- 
lutely,, though -flpwly,.. advancing^; tilli.atr length -they .gained the 
Grove of .Plafleyj -and; it is laid, -i'that • coloiiel' Clive, not ex- 
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pe'aing. fiidi .'reriftahce, abufc'd -Amcen thunJ' and -'accuTea^ Tiim ' 
of treachery,' faying, “that he" had . rdprcfehtcd ;thc 

Sefaiije ad iDowlah as dlCiffeftcd' to his' perfon, but now^^the ' 
contrary . appeared from their, valiant oppofibbii.” • Amcch 
"Chund replied,- “ that the' prcfcnt enemy was' only K'leer MCii~ 
*“ dun and a few chiefs, who were faithful to' the navob ; but 
“.when he; was routed, Jtlie truth of. his..rcprcfcntations would 
app^rV' During this'^cohverfation, as' revenge was‘ decreed 
for fhe critriw of. Seraujc‘ ad Dowlah,, Mcer'Mudduri, 'who' 
truly brave,' and* cheflflied tlic-Jfeeds of tdidenty, In^hls. heart;' re- 
ceived. -a mortal wound from 'a canndn'ball. '.He* was'earried 
imrhediatcIy/to !th‘e haybb, ‘and' haying uttered a few ‘ words* 
.prefiive of.liis’doyaltyy re*figried his foul fd-thc Creator of life. 
•Scrauje’ad-.^DowIah‘' by. his Idfs. \y^.''invoived. in‘"2efp'aifh Hav- 
^ing-Teht -for Meer Jaffier,.'* who 'refufcd 'foj 'fome^.time 
’.the ;fummbns,' the .'hdvpb in abjedt. ' terms befought his 'protefc-_ 
■ tion; ’ and, I have' iieard^ that .’taJdng /the Vturban ' frojn.’his^ o\vii 
fhead, 'he' placed' it ^af the’ ^c^ -'of ' Jafficr,'’tikying,' ' “ '.I' now 
if. Vruly 'repent pf'my behaviour towards ,youV' a'nd/dfrer'.your 
“'f'/pbllgatioris. tp 'MaKatut Jiihg, my grandfather, “,and 'oiif/re-. 
ladonfhip, is’ interceflions^ifpr ybur forgivepefs.- 'I now re^fd 
ybii as. holding, his , placc,^ 'and befcech for .pardoii to’. 'yoiir 
flaye, conjuring you to a«*‘.as-,becomes’,ybuf'_charafter^ as .a 
. “^.defccnda'nt from the prophet,, and your^ancieht 'obli^tidns,'in 
definding my life, and reputation.-’^ -Meer Jjaffier'^ah, judg-. 

. ing.this a'.*fit .,op^rtuhity to, complete.. .his'treachery, adyifed, 
,that as but. little ipf the. day .was^ remaining,' the" troops' lli’ould 
,be recalled to. th’c^ stents, ^and.-promifed •, -in.'. the , morning to. re- 
; pulfe the -.enemy. . Seraujcrad.Dpwlah, urged , his. fears ‘of ^another 
; night ‘^-aVtack; but Jaffie'r^ afluring jhlm ,he .would -guard againll 
. _it, he , fent^.,orders,jtp\I^, dewtm Moin.Laal, \^o had,‘accbm- 
-panied . Meerj-^Muddun^fOnd^ \yas._^l.^ engaging the enemy,.;. to 
> retU’’*' rnmn. 'The dewnn (ent for anfwer. fEat .^be jire- 

‘ lent 
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fent was not ‘a time for retreat, for, if he {hould retire, alarm 
would ipread among the troops, who would probably fly m 
‘confufion The navob a fecond‘time advifed wiA Jafiier Khan, 
who infifled on thb retreat of the dcwan, or he would not 
aft? up 9 n which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal re- 
luctantly obeyed. ^ i 

‘ When a man’s ill fortune prevails, he does that which he 
fliould not. The troops, as had been forefcen, conftruing the 
return to camp into defeat, began to fly in great numbere. 
Serauje ad Dowlah feeing this defertion, much alarmed by the 
enemy in front, hut much more appreheniive of thofe about 
his perfon, at length left the camp, about half an hour be- 
fore funfet, and arrived early the next morning at Munfoor 
Gunge. Here, though he befought his attendants to remain 
with him till he could prepare for c/cape, and fix on fome 
‘ proper place of refuge, he could not prevaD, hut ^vas delerted 
by numbers. Even his 'wife's -fether, Mahummud Eeruch Khan, 
though the navob begged him to ftay and colIeCl troops, citJier 
to defend him where he was, or accompany liim in his retreat, 
refufcd, and haftened to his own hbufe at the city of "Moorlhudw 
nbad. As u laft reiburce, -the navob opened the doors of his 
treafury, and diftnbutcd large funis to the foldiers, ’who received 
his bounty and deferted with it to their homes. An im^menfe 
fum was thus, to -him unprofitably, expended. He 'was un- 
generous when he fhould -have been liberal, arid oppreffive to 
inanldnd, and now faw the confcquences of his crimes, fufler- 
ing in his own peribn for the calamities he had-infli6led upon 
others. Having remained till night at ^Munfoor Gurige, qnd 
finding himfelf almoft deferted by 'all,' he took with him his 
jewels and fome other valuables upon elephants, and with Lootf 
al Nifla Begum, and two or three favourite women in cover- 
ed carriages,'' quitted his palace about three in the morning, 
VoL. II. ’ Z as and 
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‘and' hah’ened to 'BogwaUhgolah, ‘where he"!:emharked-^upon-“th’c 
‘Ganges, with' the'I deCgn ' of,iecking''refuge -ih-' the- fort-of Paiha. 
this -'pfoceedrng' he''was‘aiib'^mprudent’;*i for^jhad- he' kept the 
d, and wiled ^the jemmautdars ofi'thc^villages ito-.ihis fafiifl:- 
:e, : th'ey^ would'^'have efcorted''^lum in-fafetyi'^in hopes, oKbeihg 
warded, and he- 'would’ have,' been'';j6in'ed .-by nunibersnoF-'Kis 
theltspatvictawi hearing dC hisv.cCcape*, 
:,’alasl ‘who ’cah '*rcmedy the”ills rofi‘^ite?-%HisMearQn-'for 
ng'by water,.-was' the jhdpe-'oFi’meetxng .Mr; Law, ;'to,'' whom 
had i written .ipreffingly-* to hallen'to'His affift:^ce," oh therfirfl 
eliigehcc 6F -the', march; of- the hErt^ilh, ./and to’rcoaie dowT 
• river •- 1 for • the ‘ 'greater / fpeed. - '<■ Mr. Law/, received j the J (letter, 
t,- according ‘ ttf the -tifual (delay/ in*’ Hindooftah, ibefore he could 
jcufe ■■ from --Ramnarain- the/ 'money ordered : for .his’.'expei^es, 
he-'time' 'clapied. '-He' left' -Patna,, -bup.hearing.-bfr^the .defeat 
d death [of ‘Serauje ^ ad DoWlah,! 'on-'Tcaching.rRaujemahaliti'he 
rcatcd/: and rhajor hCbotc'vwas':aftcrwbrds* fent 'in' purfuitiioi 
n!'to 'the 'frontiers of ithc-^provinces, tjvr /jren.". 

^When^ Meer^Jaffier found -that' fortune had::favoured''his.*de- 
ns, by .the ' retreat - of- Serauje f* ad ^'DowIah,^"he• ‘remained '^at 
afley; -‘and^ had'/an-interview rwith.-'coloriehCIivcjVwiih wyhom 
d”the’ Engliih troops' he- the next .'day entered rMoorihuda'Dad, 
d Ufliied p'roclaimtionstbf-fafety-.to -the'-'inhabitants 'in^hisrown 
me.'* Hisiparlneta in -confpirtcyi' and . thofe .'.who, Uoving'quitt, 
rrc- atcathed ’•to *no-;partyic‘haftchedi to\VprBfeht-'cbn^fala'tions 
d ' offerings i'^-and fuch' as’ did not'-' approve yhis- con’dudtrand 
5re*.’fecretly‘attached ''to‘:Scrauje-rad> Dowlah/ (they.f.wer^ but 
iv) not 'i'cKufing to -’bc'-lingular;'; through ■'.fear did the'l iame. 
wing •:feated i'-himfclf. on 'tthc ..tnuihud': of/the-^ provinces,';; he 
[inded: high /the trumpet i of -powers and exultation, uandT em- 
ayed^himfelf-'in fettling - affairs, and 1 dividing the.’treafurcs:16f 
2 ' palace,oa&' had befetf -agreed, -vbetsveeW himfelf,-".>Raja 'Doolub- 



.HISTORY OF- BENGAL. 

. \ 

-rami and the Englifli. Asihe was ambitious of ^copying Ma- 
.habut Jung, i he , aiTumed the fame titles on his , feals, and qon- 
_ferred thofeioflthat navob’s relations on his own. He difpatched 
his fon 'in i law Meer Caufim Khan |,in purfuit, of Serauje ad 
iDowIah, and iflhed' orders toi Meer Daood, , the commandant of 
.-Raujemahahuto be vigilant] ini preventing his delcape, from /the 
.province. ' Therunfbrtunate ifugitive, being arrived on the r bank 
■oppofite to Raujemahal, and, with his women prefled by hunger, 
rafter 'a fall;/ of two days, difembarked at the cell of a i devotee, 
j'named Dana /Shaw," of whom he afked help in procuring! viq- 
ituals. To tills man, .in the days of power, he had offered fome 
.affront, the memory of which frill, dwelt lupon ,his mind. The 
rfakeer teceived him courteoufly, and provided food,/ but privately 
,difpatchecL information , of his important gueft to Meer Daood, 
iwho, with, Meer Caufim, hafreued to the cell, and took i him 
prifoner,/ with ihis' women and, effedls.' Serauje ad jDowlah now 
.entreated for life of thofe men, who had lately trembled at his 
name, and fuffered their reproaches. He begged to be allowed 
a moderate income and a retired dwelling. Meer Caufrm Khan 
-obtained by threats and promifes a cafket, of jewels from the 
cBegum to an immenfe I amount, land each/ofithe captors a va- 
iluable booty. The' dewan Moin Laal had, before this been feiz- 
,ed at Moorfliudab^, and his effedls, and , life, were; taken by 
iDoolubram. lOn Sunday, the, fifteenth of|Sho\vaul, Serauje -ad 
.Dowlah arrived, a difgraCed cap'tiye in ithe hands of his fervants, 
,at Moorfhudabad. When.thenpeople beheld him in , this fitu- 
Jation, diey forgot his vices,, and recolledled only thejhardfhip 
1 of his rprefent fortunef ' comparing it with. the fplendonr^they 
.hadifeen him furrounded .With from his-infancy till now, ilt is 
-faidyjthat feyeral jemmautdars, as >he paflTed their quarters, were 
•fo j penetrated . with grief .and , anger as ito prepares to refcue 
'him, ibut^were prevented by their fiiperiors, who, had .expedla-, 
-tions Of rewardlfrom his rival,, lb that the virtue. of the weak 
Z z 2 was 
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« gallant. In the eye of the wjfe, fortune is as chaf^ blown 
1‘ about by every |Wind jDidft thou poflefs the treafures of the 
" world, what thou haft expended in b..nevolence will alone 
“i profit 'thee." ^ * ’ 

i 

^ (When [the corpfe of the navob approached the refidence of 
his afHidted mother, guelfing the difailer from the clamour of 
. the populace, Ihcjburft from her apartments, and ran into the 
ftreet, brating her bread, but was forced back with blows, by 
order of Khadim Houfleia Khan, who fat upon the terrace of 
his houfe to view ihe cxpofute of the body of his lord’s fon.. 
Jafiier Khan was afieep when the unfortunate prifoner had ar- 
rived, jand did not wake |tdl after^the murder, when being in- 
formed, of, his commg, he font to his fon, commanding him to 
be careful of his perfon Meeraan, on receiving the order, 
laughed, and faid, •' I am not fo weak as to be negleiSful in 
« fuch affairs," and to his pompamons he vauntingly , exclaim- 
ed, V My I father juft pow foot, hut I hid before completed 
" the affair, for am I not, my friends, fon to the lifter of 
"■ Mahabut Jung ’ How then could I be carelefs uppn foch an 
" occafion?’’i i . 
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Df no efFcO:. Meer Jifficr was at this ume at Munfoor Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorfliadabad. This young man fur- 
pafied his father in every evil quality, never 'hefitating to fljed 
blood He regarded readmels to punifii good policy, and 
mercy as folly. With fuch ideas he was fond of comparing 
Kimfelf to Mahabut Jung/ He brdered Serauje ad DoV/Iah to 
be confined and put to death; but ^ no perfbn of rank would 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Mahum- 
' muddy Beg, who from his infancy had been chcrilhed by 
habut Jung and Seradje ad Dowlah, from whofc grandmother 
he had received a portion with his wife from chan^ offered 
to execute the horrid deed. When the unfortunate navob law 
him approach Ins perfon, he faid, Art thou come to’ kill me*'* 
and, upon receiving a reply m the affirmative, began to prayj 
then fuddenly exclaimed/ ** Will not they let me hve fomc- 
** where in obfeuntyf No, no, it cannot be, I muft be facri- 
** ficed for the murder of Houflem Koollee Khan ** The aflaf- 
fm now inflldted feveral wounds, and the ^ navob lulling down, 
cried, " It IS enough, my'‘talk is over, and revenge is finilh- 
cd ” Having faid thus, he refigned his foul to the Creator,’ 
and left thh world of crimes by tlie fword of cruelty. His 
body was placed upon an elephant, and carried through the city, 
expofed to the populace. It is faid, that the driver of the ele- 
phant, by accident Hopping at the ipot where ScKiu|e ad Dow-» 
kh had affaffinated ‘Houllein Koollee Khan, iome drops of 
blood fell from the body -upon the fame ground. 

« Be warned by example, O ye men of underftandmg, and 
“ view -well the revolutions of fortune Place not your reliance 
** upon, the world’s -fuccds, for it is uncertain and inconilant, 
« like a publicfc finger, who goes dally from houfe to houfe. 
Give -not thyaffeilioa toadamfel, who every day changes her 

** gallant. 


* A. near relation of lus own. 
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♦/.gallant.^; In, '.the ejerof;,the wife, fortune is, as chaff, blown 
about. .by,jeyery;.wind. Didftj.thou .poffefs the treafures^.of the 
“ .world,. ,,what.-^thQU,.liaft',expended in, benevolence ■. \vill -alone 
“iprofit.^hee.”.,, . , 

.When ^the corpfe ^ of;'the.,nayqb approached the refidenee, o£ 
hiSi.affiaed mother, gueffing,;the, dil^ler from ^ the , clamour , of 
•. the„ populace,,, the j ;bufft , froin . h«, . apartments,' ^and,, ian, info , , the 
Ihejt,;. beating -her hrea.ft,^hut ..was',' forced, back with , blows,, by 
order,.' of .Khadim Hpuffeiri , Khan,, who tat upon the,' terrace. of 
his .houfe;;,tbfview' the,. eipofure of-.the, body of his "jofdVjfori, 
jaffier.. Khan., was. alleep,-,, when ;the unfqrtunite pfifonef,';had ar- 
rived, jand.'did.not .wake .after-jAe murder, . vfhen ’bcirig inr 
formed;, of, his ;coming, he ^fent',tO;..his ,.foh, ", commanding ’;himi.to 
he fateful; of;, p_erfan.,,,,Meerauh,..^on, receiving ,',the‘j,orSer,. 
langhed, and.faid, ,.‘‘,'I,api, not .to, vyeak as-,;tq', be;.negled^ul in 
'■J',fuch .affairsfVand^^tq hi.s .pqmpaniqns he.'vauntingly.^^exclaim^ 
ed«,.V, .Myi.father juft.'pbw-.fent,. hut 1: had before. '.completed 
‘',ithe' affair, ,, for., anj I not,- my-|friehds, ..fan :to ,the CiVer '.pf 
‘.'.Mahabutiijungf .Haw;then .could .1 .be.,carelefs:..uppn du.ch, :a« 
occationi’*.'. '.....p'-'. 
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MEER: iJAFFiER’^KHANi' 


ly^EER Jaffier;, having : thus .become; navob..of tBcngali-Bahao' 
and OriJl 3 a,”Ihortly after,, his, acceflion, prepared! td'.'march .towaHs; 
Patna, haying fome; .doubts .-'ofj.'Ae fubmiflidn lof 'Rainnarain,* 
the, , deputy. Governor , ofrthat .-city ; : and ;alfo i to quell -foine.'dif-i^ 
■ orders', which.. had (broken out -in the diftrift of :PoofrieaH''from: 
the - rebellion of • fome! principal-.dcpcndants -of f,ther late'. Jfbjedaur/ 
.D,j 757, Shokut Jung.*Lln::the-. . month • ofriSuffiryrof the.fyeafi' iiyiit.’he' 
moved to his camp, leaving Ion Meeraun in ie*. diredlio’iT of 
affairs at .Moorlhudabad.: > Here,*. having. fbmc fulpidons of Mcef2a' 
httadee,; brother -^of Seraujcwad.-Dowlah,- he’ coinmanded him'td’ 
^ . put ‘ to death. . Sonie /report, .-that .he v was . dilpatched ^ by : poU* i 
fpn, ^dj, others,/ that. .he _• was. preOed to death. between '^two' 
l»j^ds .uf^ ,to_’ tighten bales. .of,lhawIs,-_The;caufe of ’this.'ac-'J 
tion w^,.^e;;dUaffedtion. of-.Raja Doolabram,-*.who now repent-' 
cd>, of haying efpoufed .. the! ,caufe , of Mecr. Jaffier, and^’was'pii-'’- 
vately 'confpiring to .refeue'; Meerza Mhadce /from '• confinement' 
and declare lum foubahdar, not having been rewarded for his 
late ,treachery,r,as he- ^pefted. .. -c .t,' 

, .Ujpon Meer Jaffier’s .arrival .at.!Raujemahal; . having ^appointed- 
l^dim Houflein .Kh^; fojedaur ;of Poomeah,.- he .’difirulTed hini^ 
to reffore order^ in^,that. diftri^ which was.; effected, with 'little' 
qppofition, > Ae rebels ,bcmg._^deferted; by i their, adberchts -ati the*' 
of ^ Army... Ra:Oina^, ^upon thejapproach, of -thc efiavob- 
. towards 



HISTORY or BENGAL. 


375 


towards Patna, unwilling to fruft his promifes of fafety for his 
perfon and continuance in employment, endeavoured to obtain the 
fupport of the Englifli, for which purpofe he difpatched his 
agent Geeda Muhto’iprdcure'affiiranccs of''‘prdte£tion from colonel 
Clive, before he would agree to vilit the navob. Geeda Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his mafter was fearful of viliting 
him without the fecunty of the Enghlh; to winch Meer Jaf- 
fier readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre- 
tary, prepared a paper, and brought it for the approbation^ of 
thei navob, who being at that time Ibmewhat intoxicated, vvo’uld 
not I read ihimfelf,) but 'ordered his fecretaty to tell him the con- 
tents, which he did'tin'a (light. manner, and varying from the 
fpirit The navob being fatished, fent the paper to colonel Clive,’ 
requefting that he would copy'and'ratify it/with his’feal, 'which he 
did, 'and kept the draft. The contents of the paper were in thefe 
words : " You may come with fafety and fatisfadtion of mind. 
" The fecunty of your perfon, honour, fortune, and continu- 
“ ance in employ/ without fettling 'your accounts, reds upon 
“ me.” J Geeda Mul haded upon the wings of fpeed to Ram'-' 
narain, who repaired Without hefitation to the navob's camp,' 
where, however,' he vifited firft colonel Clive, who fent'an ofii- 
cer of rank to introduce him to Meer Jafficr. ' Tne' navob was 
offended at his difrefpedl in not coming fird to him, and com- 
manded hun to remain m the camp, which he did, till the 
arrival of the amiy at the city of Patna. - ‘ * 

1 ‘ ' 1 It. 11 1 ^ ' 

Meer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna w as vifited by all the 
refpeflable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon his accefi. 
fion to tlic foubahdary, and' among them were many, who hav- 
ing formerly hved with him 'on terms of intimate equality , hoped 
to diare the* advantages dPhis exaltation, but were modly dif- 
appointed, by a cpol reception. ’Among thefe was Meerza Shuinfe 
ad IDien, iwho, m the days of his didrefs, had afiidcd him with 

' a film 
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a fLin^ of- money, and now hoped to have it repaid, and to 
enjoy the favour of the navob^^ who, however, affumcd towards 
him a difhnt behaviour, fearful, as the Meerza was a man of wit, 
and iree of fpeech, that he might alTame too much upon. their 
former intimacy. One day it happened, notwithflanding, that 
Shumfe ad £)ien being admitted to liis prefence, was going to Ipeak, 
tshen the naTOb, ea.pefb’ng a reproach, faid, “ I have not for- 
“ gotten' }our former kindnefs, which *1 mean to repay? but at 
prcfent the expenfes of the Enghfli army .and^ther contingen- 
** cies arefo great, it is not in my power. When God lhall give 
** me ability and opportunity, I will not be unmindful of your 
obligations.’’ The Meerza, pretending feelings of -compainon, 
faid ^ with a fobbing accent, No more, my Lord, I am llnick 
** with your fufferings ? but, alas ^ Serauje ad Dowiah plundered 
my houfe, or I fhould now have ofteemed con^buting to 
your tehef as an honour.” Meet Jaffier was womaniffily fond 
of jewels, of which he always wore great numbers in his higher 
fintunes. On this day, his neck, arms,^wrifts, and turban were 
more richly omatnented than ufual, and the Meerza wittily faid, 
** To> be fure, thefc few Aoncs about your perfon are not of 
“ any great value to any one) but I Ihould ihink a blow from 
** one of your highnefs’s bands as an honour and fatisfidtion.” 
Agab, fome enemy of the Mcerza’s informed the navob, that 
his attendants had picked a quarrel^vith thofe of colonel -Clive, 
who was much offended? and the Meerza coming in loon aftjr, 
Meer Jaffier reproved him, faying, " Know you not the rank 
of the coioncl, that your people. Ihould dare to'^irifult any of 
** his friends?” The Meerza, putting on -a look of lubmilfion, 
exclaimed, ** Jify patron, how dare I ci'cn look the colonel in 
** "the face with Aeadincls, who every morning of my life make 
“ three dbeiiances to his ’als.” "Meer Jaffier was filent, and 
pretended not to underftand the meaning. 


» Alluding to Jilctr Jaffier** bung fupported by the colonel. 


After 
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After feme days Ipent in ceremony and entertainments, Meer 
Jaffier, who intended conferring the government of Patna upon-- 
his brother Cauzim Khan, demanded from Ramnarain an ac- 
count of his diihurfements, and the balance of revenue due to 
government; but the wily Hindoo, who had, expedting this de- 
mand, fecured the protedlion of the Englilh, Complained to 
colonel Clive, who reprefented it to the navob as a breach of 
faith. , The navob replied, that he law no rcafon why he fliould 
relign the province to Ramnarain, and injure his own brother, 
for the promife of the colonel. 'Clive obferved, that he had 
before told his highnefs of the difagreement which the inter- 
ference of the Englilh would occafion; but as, notwithllanding, 
ho had importunately entreated Iiim, to write a letter of pro- 
teSion under his own feal, he mull: therefore now abide by 
ihe contents, for he could not fuffer a breach of his promife. 
Meer Jaffier denied having font him inftrudlions to write what 
he had done; but the colonel, producing his own draft, he 
Was lilent on the fubjedl to him, but abufcd his fecretary and 
Ramnarain’s vaqueel for impofing upon him, who, however, 
infilled that they had written literally according to his inllruc- 
tions, which he had forgotten in the multiplicity of bufinels. 
He was obliged to confirm Ramharain in his employment, as 
the colonel infilled on his obferving the engagement. This af- 
fair being fettled, the navob made a pilgrimage to the tomb 
faf a celebrated fakeer, and afterwards - convened . a numerous 
aflembly of devotees, for whom he made art entertainment on 
the bank of the Ganges, at Patna; where he alfo celebrated 
the Hindoo feall of Hooly svith much fellivity and fplcndour. 
He then began his return - to Moorlhudabad, hunting on his 
march with a feledl party of his attendants at a dillance from 
the main body of his army. He was accompanied as he mov- 
ed by troops of muCcians and lingers upon elephants, who en- 
tertained him with their harmony. Amid fuch luxuries he re- 
Vo L, II. A a a gulated 
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giilated the country as lie pafTed, and at length reached tlie 
palace Taf Mahabut Jung at Moorflnidabad, where, ' plunging 
more and more into profu/ion and voluptuoulhefs, .he became 
regardlefs of all public affairs.* ‘Meeraun, his fon, puffed up with 
vanity, 'copied the manners of the diffipated of Dhely,’ about 
four thoul^d' of whom he had* taken into his pay as fol- 
diers. Giving himfelf up to women and debauchery, with equal 
avidity as his father, though- more cxcufcablc, • being in* the 
height of youth, there w'as no one to attend to the bulinefs of 
government. The troops at length became fo diftrefled through 
want of pay, that they, pined with hunger, and turned; their 
horfes loofe upon - the plains, for- want of grain to feed them. 
Except the -few thoufand guards of Meeraun, his women, and 
favourite attendants, - with thofe of the navob his father, no one 
was regularly paidi and the controul of thefc extenfive- pro- 
vinces was left to the direiTlion of three fpics, Cheeny Laal, 
Munny Laal, and Aknoon Sing, By their influence the renters 
were prote«fled in embezzling the revenues, fo that fhortly. there 
was not -money fufficient carri«] to the treafury to bear the 
expenfes of the navob and his fon, * - 

. j ‘ . . 

*.When only one year and three months of this wretched 
government had clapfed, the troops were dnven to defpair, and 
the knife had now reached -the bone j till, at length, Abd al 
Hadee Khan and other chiefs confpired to remove Jaffier Khan 
from f the mufnud by affaflination, when he fhould attend .the 
‘aflembly of moumingi in the month of Mohirrimj but many 
Ipeffons being in the plot, fome one betrayed it to the navob 
on the fecond evening of the meeting, and he came no more 
*into pubhe. Enquiry was made into the particulars of the trea- 
fbnr and many 'turned informers to lave their lives. Abd_ al 
‘ " ' . ' ' . Hadee 

• In commemoration of the deaths of the Imaums, grandlbris of Mahura- 
mud. 
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Hadee Klian/ finding hinifelf difcoveced, fortified himfelf in his 
own houfe, till, at lengtli, obtaining leave to quit the provinces^ 
he embarked i with his ftmily from Moorfliudabad ; > but was 
■^terwards feized and put to death, on his way up the Ganges, 
by a band of Alghauns, commiffioned by the navob for that 
purpofe, Meer^Cafiutn Khan,' anotlier oCthe t confpirators, was 
alfo aflaflinated. The widow, of IVlbhabut^Jung, hisidaughter 
Goofeety Begum and Ameeny Begum, I'aifo Lobtf al NilTa, the: 
widow of Serauje ad. Dowlah, and her infant .daughter, being 
fufpeSbed of encouraging the plot, were fent into confinement at 
Dacca. /About three months after ■this, rumours were fpread of 
the prince Ali Goher's intention to ‘enter Bengal. This intel-i 
ligence alarming the navob -and his fon, they, for their ovyn 
fafety/paid up ’part of the [arrears due /to the troops, and pro-^ 
inifed more attention land regularityMini future. i 

" J I ( • 1 . t I 

' Ramnarain," the deputy < governor of ' Patna, was a man of 
'much ^cunning' and intrigue,'^ void of any real ’regard to Meer 
ifaffier Khan and his family, but, 'from the connexion he had 
formed with the Englifh, he dared not openly adl contrary to 
treaty, though fccretly he wiflied his deftrudlion, and was on the 
watch Tor opporturuty to effect it, 'Rajas Sunder Sing and Pulwauq 
•Sing, two principal zemindars, out of gratitude tOithe proteftion of 
^ahabut Jung, hated Meer Jaffier, as the defiroyer of his fa- 
mily, and meditated rebellion. The greateftmumber of the prin- 
cipal people of the provinces, dilgufied with the bad- qualities 
and tyranny ^ of the late navob, had been pleafed-at his depofaf, 
'judging,' that as ^Meer Jaffier was advanced in years, and 'had 
long ferved 'Mahabut Jung, he would follow his evamplej but 
upon his accefiion'^ to -power, experiencing his ” behaviour, and 
‘more particularly- the cruel' aftions of his fon Meeraun-, a mon- 
ficr ' of his time, they now regretted the fall of Serauje ad 
Do\\lah, and the old faying of " Blels our former ruler," was 
A a ’ a^ 2 ' ' ’ rev n ed 
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revived o.o the tongues of-the’wife and the Cmple. Meet Jaf- 
fier, who, «hen paymaller to Mahabut Jung,' was ' ceicbrate'd 
among the troops for his ptofofe liberality, upon afcending the 
mulhud, became as much'defciicd for his'avance. It is laid, 
that a perfon allcing him the caule of this change in his be- 
haviour, he replied, that in i Mahabut Jung’s time the public 
treafure was another's ; but now it was his own. Ids' heart felt 
unealy to part with it." ' ' r ' " - • • * ' , ’ 

- v ' ■ I ,'i • .ei h- ' - ! j , • T, . , > 

I Jn this lituation of affairs,' the' prince Goher, eldell Ion 
of the reigning emperor, having made his efcape^ from the hands 
"of his . father’s minifler, who svilhed to keep him in con- 
fenement, ' fought - protedlion with 'iMahummud Koollee - Khan, 
the foubahdar of Aleabad.'i This nobleman was a 'young man 
of courage, but of little - condufl. • Ambitious of enlarging - the 
hmits.of his government,! te was eafily 'tempted, by reports 
of diforders in/Bahar'and Bengal, to attempt ' their -conquell 
under the royal fanSions for which purpofe he offered his 
.fcrvices to the fugitive prince, who readily accepted them. Ma- 
hummud Koollee was alfo ' fupported in his "hopes by afiur- 
•ances of aid from Shujah ad'Dowlah, his coufin, and foubah- 
;dar of Oude; who, however, was not ftncere in his promifes, 
rand only, promoted the expedition .in order to remove -his rela- 
ition from the fort ofiAleabad, which be wilhed to feize for 
-himfelf. Mahummud Koollee Khan had alfo received invitations 
•to mvade'3ahar .from Sunder; Sing, Pulwaiin Smg, and other 
difaffeSed zemindars. The former was truly attached to the fa. 
.mily of Mahabut Jung, and burned with ardour to revenge the 
ruin of. his fimily. He poffeffedotrue honour, courage, and 
many other good quahtiesj fo that, had fete permitted him, he 
might have attamed his objeS; but his hfc was too 'fliort. 

' - r. ' ' I ' . ' Under 

" , , ' • T ' , . ,L 0 *’ . * ..." 1 

* In his pltalurB, however, he was ridienlonlly profufe, and hvllhed ferns 
opon them, s-hich, paid to his troops, would ^have fecured his power. 
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Under 'pretence of regulating his diftridls, and-j^vifiting Raja 
Ramnarain, he left his fortrefi of' * Teekaurty, formed !m en- 
campment, and began to_levy troops. While making prepara- 
tions, a 'favourite officer defired .the advance of ,a thoufand 
rupees j which '"demand, as the like had often /been repeat- 
ltd, caufed the raja to fay in a jelling manner , to his attend- 
ants,! “ ' Gholaum Ghofe inherits 1 much braVery from his' fa- 
" ther, but this tneannefs of borroiving is- from ihis mother, 

" and darkens his better qualities.” Gholaum Ghofe, hearing 
of this bbfervation,i'was much enraged, .and refolved to murder 
his patron.' He came and alked for a, thoufand ■’rupees; upon 
which the! raja itold him, " Such importunity -was non decent,” 
and/begged he would 1 delift but 1 the other, impudently de- 
■clared 'he Ihould not rile till he had 'giVen/him the fum. The 
'rajar upon this," attempting to rife, he feized his garment,’ ciy- 
ing, " Sit down till you "'give me the money.” Sunder Sing 
'ctclaimed,' '.‘-Are you madi” when the traitor iftabbed him mor- 
• tally with a dagger; then mlhing'on the attendants, he'wound- 
-ed fevefal, and forced his way through them. Mounting his 
-horfe, he fled 'from the camp,' but was overtaken by-Soorut 
-Sing, a relation of the 'decealed,' who called out, " It ris cowardly 
to fly, return and fight me.” He flopped, and 1 dilmounting 
-from his-horfe, a bloody conflift took place. At length, the 
'.traitor’s fword being broken, -’he irulhed upon his antagonift and 
'threw him to the ground. 'At this time I fome 1 villagers appear- 
aing, Soorut^Singi cried out, " Why Hand youh behold here the 
murderer of 'your J prince Upon this, they ran upon him 

cand, put him to death with clubs fand fwords. Thus was Sun- 

I der Sing prevented 'in his career ofj joining the prince. 

I I , l i i • ' ,!)_.! ■ ’ 

. In the year. 1172, Mahummud Koollee > Khan, under the A.D. I7jg 
'f/ royal ftandard of Alt Gohir, who had procured from his father 
the emperor grants of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, began his 

I , march 

‘ • A'diilria in Bahar. '■ “ ‘ ' 
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revived, on the’ tongues'‘Qf ithe'Uvife'ahdi-thc 1Implc,'’''Meef 'jaf- 
fier, who, “when paymaflo-' to' Mahatut Jurig,' ■vm 'alebrated 
among the : troops ' for ’his profbfe' liberali^, ' upon .afeending the 
roufhud; became as-' hiuch^dccried foriKs i avarice..* '.It /is. laid, 
thatca- perlbii aildng' him-'the caufe' of'this :change‘ in his.be- 
haviour, he •replied,'-Jthat''mjrMahabut*- Jung’s time the. .public 
treafure was; another’s;^ but notv^it-Vs'as his'^ own, T his’ heart felt 
imcaly. to WJth'it.‘-£i!V‘ 07 '. 'd r fir/ - ' 

v: 'Jn.;this litiiition ■of-affairs,'.^c''princef Ah, Goher,.‘ eldelfc. Ibn 
of' the jrcigning” emperor, .':ha\Tngj made his ;efcapcTfeoni‘tbe hands 
lof .his!* father’s minifter, who Uvilhed./.to: keep him 'in'- con- 
finementj ‘ fought "ip'rotcdibn with j-Mahummud KooUcc '..Khan, 
the' foubahdar of - Aleabad.-j. This nobleman .was a ‘young :man 
of: courage, Jbut iof-little'^con3uS.'j Ambitious, of enlargingrthe 
limits: of: 'his governmentii Sc r was*,: eafily ;tempted, by Tcports 
of..diforders mi Babar Jand Bengal;*' to.-attempt ‘itheir.^conqueft 
-undcfthe .royal ^fan^Hdni'r-fbr*: which r purple he offered rhis 
.fervices. to the fugitive' prince, who readily, accepted them.r-Ma- 
rhummud Kobjiec ’was allb'fupportediin hisr;hopcs,.by. aflur- 
»,5Lnccs .of aid from .Shtijah cad'Dowlah/ his coufin, -and foubah- 
'dat of-.Oude } who,' however, was not fmccrc in- his p'romifes, 
cand only^promotcd' the. expedition ;in;order to remove -his- rela- 
ilion' from :the^fbrt of. Alcabad> I'wbich .be;.:wilhed- to feize' fbr 
.himfelf. Mahummud ,K6oIlce Khan had alfoi received irivitatidns 
;to invade I.Bahar -frotn SundcrfSingj.r-Pulwaun* Sjng,' and other 
.difaffofred zemindars.. The former; was truly .attached to the fa- 
.jnily.of Mahabut Jung, .and bunicdrwiih ardour to’revcnge the 
ruin of.'.his.-family. ^ rHc • poflefled tnic honour, - courage, -.and 
many other good qualities; fo that, had fate permitted him, he 
-.might .have; attained' his objcfl j..:but his life - was-„ too 'fliort. 
■’■r* r -r; ; "r V- ■' Under 

* In hi! pleafurtt, tiOTTcver, he was tiffiruloufly profufe, and Uvilhcd fums 
upon tham, which, paid to his troops, -would ^hatc fccurcd bis power. 
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Under 'pretence rof regulating, his diftrifls, and- "viliting Raja 
Ramnarain, he left his fortrels of ‘Teekaurry, formed tm en- 
campment, and began to levy. troops. While making prepara- 
tions, a ’fevotirite ofEcer defired ' the advance of ,a thoufand 
rupees; ^which 'demand, as the like, had; often rbeen repeat- 
ed,' caufed the raja to fay in a- jefting manner to ‘his attend- 
ants,' '‘J Gholaum Ghofe inherits! much bravery from hisi.fa- 
“ ther, but this meannefs of horrowing is • from- his mother, 

“ and darkens his better qualities." Gholaum Ghofe, hearing 
'of this bbferva'tion.i'was much enraged, and irefolved to'^miirder 
his patron.' He came and afked for ‘a. thoufand rupees; upon 
which the "raja -told him, “'Such importunity ’ was not ' decent," 

■and /begged he Would i defift ; but 1 the other , impudently de- 
■ dared the Ihould not rife till he had Igiven'him the fum. ‘ The 
raja, "upon this,' attempting to rife, he feized his garment,’ cry- 
ing, “ Sit down till ybu-give me the money.’/ Sunder Sing 
■‘etclaimed,' “'-Are you mad?”' when the traitor ' ftabbed him mor- 
'tally with a dagger; 'then ruthing on the attendants, he'wound- 
-ed feveral, and fotced his way through them. Mounting his 
-horfe, he fled from the ' camp,' ’ but was overtaken by Soonit 
-Sing, a relation of the ' deceafed,’ who called out, " It is cowardly 
.".to fly, return and fight me.” 'He flopped, and difmounting 
-from his -horfe, a bloody confiKt took place. Ac length, the 
straitor's fword being broken, /he 'ruthed upon his antagonift and 
ctlu-ew him' to the ground. ' At. this' time,' fome villagers appeaf- 
",ing, Soorut Sing 'cried out, “ Why (land you? behold here the 
murderer I'ofi your prince 1 ’.’ /'Upon this, they ran 'upon' him 
cand >put him to death svith clubs rand fwords." Thus was Sun- 
Ider Sing- prevented 'in his career of, joining the prince, t 
'}■> ,t l I , ' i ■> 1' ■ , , I !|J . 

In the year/ 1172’, Mahummud Koollee Khan, under the A. D. 1759 
f! - royal flandard of Ali Gohir, svho had procured from his lather 
the emperor grants of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, began his 

, march 

I - / » A'diitrifl in Bahar. ■ - . 
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march .towards 'Patna.* ^Vhen Raja Ramnarain heard of his 
having approached beyond Banaras, he was much< alarmed, nei- 
ther^ the * navob nor the Englifli army having yet moved from 
Moorfhudabad. The dignity . of the royal name, and the, terror 
of the Mogul arms, filled his mind^ with dread, and made him 
a6l with caution. He pitched his camp at a little difhmce 
Eom the city, refolving to jom cither the prince or the navob, 
whoever Ihould firft arrive in his \icmity. Hearing that the 
rojal army had crofTed the Caramnafla, and that Meet Jaffier 
had not yet left the capital,* he thought it vvifeft to treat with 
tlie former 5 but firfl a/hed the advtce of Mr. Amyatt, the 
chief of the Englifh faftory at Patna, obferving, that “ with- 
*« out the arrival of the navob’s army,’ he was unable to cope 
‘twith the enemy." Mr., Amyatt rephed, that ** as to.him- 
f* fclf, if afiiftance amved, he would remain at Patna ; but if 
.** not, on the near approach of the enemy, he would retire 
*♦ fome days’ journey to the eaflward towards Bengal, and wait 
•* the orders of councd or contingency of events; that aslfor 
“ Ramnarain, he Ihould try to amufe the enemy as long as he 
" could, till orders or help arrived from the navob; but in 
cafe he was hard pulhed, to proceed as he ^ Ihould find mofl 
for his owm advantage.” . ! , . > 

' 1 

The Raja, having received the advice he udfhcd for, began 
to amufe both parties. He wrote to Mceraun and colonel Clive, 
that he was prepared to rcfift the enemy, but could not brave 
them 'alone, therefore hoped they would haften to his relief; 
and at the fame time he fent cmifiaries to fccure 'the favour 
of the prince and Mahuromud KooUcc Khan., “I was at this 
time at Patna, \%ith my mother and family, but In much dread, 
as Mcer Jaffier and Meeraun having lieard that mj' father, 
Huddaiut Ah Khan, was nith the pnnee, liad written to Ram- 
mrain -to obfene my motio.ns, as they believed that I and my 

relations 

• GhoJaum HouITcin, the native vmtci of thefe events. 
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relations-'were tlie -exciters of-his'‘'cxpedition;;.’':Eu’t :the. trutH’iiSj: 
M- had 'hot 'the leaft 'acquaintance" with' the-' enemy, /liqr. corref- 
-pbndehce’''\vithvmy'”father,'iUvhohhad long "refided ; at^ Dhely^ 
'\vhere,^'iike-the'-’refi:- of the'-nobiefe, .he’-ipent his . tinier in? difli^i 
•pafioni-'ahi^-had •married.’ a-.,Caflimirian- woman; haying mo ‘con- 
cefh'^'a’t ’all Wvith-'''us’i''6r' my- mdtlier for near... iixteen '-years, 
during 'which' hc'erijoyed offices of ''great; emolument;.? We .'alibi 
■from'' the\‘ kindriefs ' of oiir --reiadons i-Mahabutr Jung ■•an{l;/his 
h'ephbvvs,-''’^paired 'bur-'time* ifi' • 'ea'le^and' affluence,* nbr \vanted -.his 
notice V'fd that/'^excepi •a^dettef.of''ceremphy -how-and '.therii' there 
Avas ho- other communicadoh betwcen 'Us. — , : j ’ 

RlamharajliP was‘‘ well- ihfdmiM "of thefe''paVdculars,'’‘and.' on 
^‘the Tei^sipt ^of ’the, navbb’s' lettef-’aflured me ■of' his-'-'protedlidn 
•Ifrdm'-his jealoufyi- ''Upbrn’-the' approach' of -the' prince Thearer 
■patna,- Mr'^f Amyatt” 'witK','the' reft'-bf-’ the Englifh'embarked in 
^eir '■ boatsi'Vand retired 'tive'hty'br/thiity ’cofsiitovmds Bengal, 
'•!eavmg''thfeir ■•fa^ldiy' uhdePth’e'''prote6tions>of iRamnarain;^fwho 
hy'this ftep^ ms' c6nfihhed''ih-his' fcfolution to'^Vffit -theJpfmce 
^'nd’.'^MaHurh.thud ' Kdollce' -Khan.'j'He ‘was,’?-ho\vever,-- adv^iled 
•againft-,4t by' Raja'M’dorlydKcr,' cKief'of ''thc>lpies,..whd -judged 
‘Meer Jaffier ■ would in the end prevail’ from ;'the -affillance ;of 
-the '-Englilh ; and he ’ thought julUy ; but Ramnarain -.was' deeply 
dthprefled' by' the ‘awe ■of'’rdyaIty;:-.and'thcrllo\vnelsr.6f 'the' na- 
wob-and''the'iEnglilhi'”-'Wheri refolvedl upon -his cohdiift,':fhe font 
Tor'’me vprivatelyi''.and'.’‘'a'lkcd- ’'me ’-to go.; and; fecure • him^-uhe 
'prince’s favour through* ihe 'mediation -of -my. father. .‘P complied, 
ahd'fet du^fof 'th'e"cam’p.'*--'-^Oni'the'-'road-'-L met Jfeveral/'lpi^s, 
AVho- confirmed the hews-^df die • prince’s = approach; Arriving ^'at 
:* Arbull- 1 \’raw ^Muddar'-ad 'Dbvvlahi' 'who'- was •'gbing oh tlie'-pa’rt 
,of 'the,' prince, •' and 'Meerza' ’Mahummud ''Ali bn>j;that''of 'Ma- 
■■hummud- Koollee .‘ICh'an;-/ds 'ageritei ''to-Ramnarain,''mo'unted:'bn 
u'i vaj; I.. /ijV'.K*:,; yra i' rn:.-: t elephants, 

* A' town 'a few days* inarcK frohi Patna. 
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elephants, with one hundred horfe. I was aftonilhed, that any 
other Ihould be fent on this bufmcfs than my father, who was 
intimately acquainted with the province and its principal inha- 
bitants. When I had travelled a Hide firther, I heard that 
my brother Nukkec AH Khan had joined my father, who had 
fumraoned him by letter. This gave me much concern, as 
there was no caufc for his thus fubjefting himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the navob of Bengal. About funfet I reached the 
prince’s camp,^ had an interview with my father, and foon dif- 
covered, that, from his haughdnefs of dilpofition, 'he had not 
courted the attention of Mahummud Koollee Khan, hke Mud- 
dar ad Dowlah and others, under whofc influence the prince 
ailed, as upon him indeed he depended for fubfiftance. I afkcd 
him, ** Why he had joined the prince, fmee it could anfwer 
*♦ no purpoib but vexation of heart, and the lofs of our jag- 
** hires in Bahar, which wc had obtained at the expenfe of fo 
** much time and trouble.” He gave me an angry reply 3 but 
I perceived that he felt the truth of my obfervations. How- 
ever, it came indeed rather too late, and his fituation was 
pitiable ; for whenever the prince, who was ha% and incon* 
fiderate, adled contrary to the wifhes of Mahummud Koollee 
Khan, he confidered his conduct as originating from the ad- 
vice of my father. In fhort, Muddar ad Dowlah, being arrived 
at Patna, perfuaded Ramnarain by threats and promifes to viCt 
the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan 5 who, on their parts* 
agreed that he fhould he continued in the foubahdaiy. Hear- 
ing of thjs, one day ‘before that appointed for the interview, I 
reprefented to my father, that Ramnarain was very artful 
** and circumlpedl j that under awe of the prince’s name and 
“ the Mogul arms, he had been led to fubmiffionj but, upon 
** feeing the true ftatc of the camp, would repent of his timidity, 
** and if allowed to return to the city, would never come back.” 
My father angrily replied, " that the family of Timur never 
» “ dealt 
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. dealt;. with.. treacheiy',tQ, any ’one*” ••L.anAveTed, thdt, I, did.:, 

hot hint that,,treachejy ’ihould. be ^.Died, :but, only the , . 
" prince ;'and, his. arifiy, fhould- enter., Patna, wth the. raja', .when. . 
** he-.muft' of jhecefiity-.becpme.. their , friend, and uponVintelU-;;., 
y.gence. of the ■faU.,of .,the , city,.-the.inavpb’s , army .would^ ad- 
** Vaiice lefs rapidly.” * He anfwercd, f* that ^ahutnmud KooUeej , 
" Khan, had ’the power’.”. I.,advifed him ..to mforni,.him j.but 
he -faid, Aat,^.'as he heyer .confulted- him, ^there. was no'.caufe 
■ for his .in^ding'his advice.”,' -This, enraged ; me, and. I. told 
li^V'';*'.he had given' our 'family^ to ’the*-' winds.’'., ^e,- became 
more' ahgry,^^ and '.I, was hleht., .;j- . ,• r, 

“ 'The day follo^lhg,' I went* witK'’m 3 r. father to.' the hjyal tente,,. 
Theyarrjvai,"of .the .raja, and 'his,, being, long .in , private vyith ' ^ 
Mahummud.,Kooliee Khari, was announced.’, .Lpfing all patience,* 

I mentidned^'wh'at.i'hadjobfefved to itiy 'fa’ther, '^ta'Moneer-ad. 
powlaH and* others j but in vain. At'lengA, Mahummud Kodllce. 
entered*,the*ro^al-;prcrence,_.and,. having made hiSjbbeifance'j^tbolc ^ 
. his’ place as'^ vizier, on the Itft of-'fais’ lughnefs'. . !He inflantly ‘ 
began to‘'praire’,the.raja', laying^ **'He' .was 'a'w^e Hin(loo,'.and^ . 
.** l(poke.<the- Perfian .with great readinefs; in IhOrt^ that he w^ . 

‘‘ -Ip much'.' p.icaled „ with.' his abilities,' that ’;he 'had appbihteii.. ; 

him his-pwh* dewan, arid' given .hini the .;dcputation pf'AJe^, 

** .abad.’* ^The 'prince naturally ' alked him'i ^'j'Ho'V’. hb'.-CouId 
. “ plaWfuch' confidence in h' pcrfon’ at' firll'figHt ?’' whbn Mp4" 
daf ad;Dovvlah',ah4' others,' who had been* gratified by' Ae' raja’'* . 
mth’ a- few thoufands of .'rupees,* immediately uttered' forth ‘his 
praifes’ -for wildorii, hdeHty,*' and all good qualities, '.bffefirig. to“ 
bc''his\ -pledges..'*. In*'.a‘ lit:Ie tirhe the 'raja, arrived, "and being-^ 
obliged'tb'ufe alj ,the'!cererhbhies of royal audie'iicei, which ;he ^ 

. had ’never'* ^tili' now' been.accuftdmed 'to, he *cahie’ up\to* ,the . 

, throne ‘.'with a terrified ‘a^e'dl and’ 'pirched lips, ■ to prefdnt his , 
offering; vVHich^ I forget whether the prince ,6r Muddar ad Dow- .• 
VdL.n.’"' '’ •• ■■ ■ lah'" 
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lah took-.&om.him.'., -He was , then ,,invefted jwith. a. khelaut-; 
but, as he had himfelf till now been.,on!y,a..be(lower. orihem, 
he was much wearied with the numerous obeilances, necefiary 
at.; receiving every fep^ate.part of the.drefs.. When this^ was 
over, .having ,lloodj-and|.recolie(iied .Hinrfeif,;a,,little,,,I, law .liim 
obferving thejwretched appearancc.of the ^prince,, and the il^ge 
.manners'pf. his attendants, . with ^conternpt, . lhame at.his, having 
;Come. to-an interview,. and '.impatieiKC^ tOj return..^ He. .was -foon 
.difmifled,- and i went withiMahumrnud. KoolJee..Khan to.his, tents, 
;wh"o,- permitted ^him, to Jeavc jthe^.cainp j.,and,the„,raja, -Imme- 
,dlately. .upon his“arrival at^ Patna, aflued orders , to Ihirt. ^e gates, 
.arid .man^the walls'.pf the pi^r.^ ,'For^ fomc .days, ' he ^continued 
to,amufe .the. prince and.'Mahirmmud. KooIlce Khan wilh.trffing 
.prcftnts and .meflages; iri. older., to j,prev^ent, holffiticS|,tiU, ie ar- 
riyal:of the (nayob’.s..' army t^rmtl fuch.ijtyM the yveaknefs |of„the 
_etiemy,,. that .'they luffered,>.themfelyes_, tb^.be mpofedj upon,:by 
his excijfes. ..At..leng&,;,Mahummud,.Kponee,.Khan,>vvilheS,do 
,moye , his .ramp tO-. Ae,; eaftwarrj -.of^^ ^e. .city,;. 'through whiA 
was the, commori ro,ad;|buri_Ratnnjijam reprefenting ,to him that 
,fome diforders. might arife. on, the, march, .frornj[the'iirreguiarity 
, 0 ^ the Mogul I troaps, he .coplented, to, go .another: yv^j. though 
;this..denial;.of,.a..pairage, made.it.^picar. to,,all,.bpt, himfelf, tlwt 

i.fte'.'rajaiwas deceiving , .hirri trill ^the. approach yof.. the ., navob’s 
army. ’ .He, encamped,, lor fomc,,days.ricar, the gardens of^.Jaffier 
. Khan,, and.'the,, raja .kept, up., thCjiarce of. loyalty,, by preter^- 
ing to prepare a ,ftatemcnt„of. the reyenuBjof.the .provmce.and 
■ the halance. in . the , Weafuryj, .rill, at .iengthj t inteiligerice ofTthe 
'ihart:h."ofj ,Meeraun .arid^ colonel, ^ Clive -frorn .Moorfliudabad .ar- 
'riving;' and'.,the jenerny .beroming; more,, urgent.,irt; their, demands, 
,he 'drove ■,'the',,'me,irengcr5.tof.jMahurnmud](&oilce...Khan.i from 

“the ‘city, .iby.^.thq impqrturrate„.adyice of. Moqrlydher,;,.who,..was 
1 his ...loyrrlty j .otherwife, 

f.;:;' .cur ' o) hatann wr.J .rit". ' ".yiiii.- Remnatain 

' s d d a 



Hi’s^dR'i’ oe'beSgXu 

'Ramnarain would ^have' amilftli' thirii ,ivithout-iioftiirtl’cs,-''till the 
'arfh'ul' of thc^Bengararmy^''* 'j--.:-. ;.■! ,1... 

o:/.v a'’juft .ohrefyation', thaP- tlie' weak man a£ls't!ie-'famb 

■'•■''ksl'fhc ■hwfe;“ohly ‘"notl'tiiP” aftcV'" aif^cc'j’’-‘"hnd'''fo'u 

■Widi’ Nlahummu'd (Kbolled Khan;" ' phirecyvihg'•'■ffie^'raja■s■•■m 
Ifage/^v-hich'" was•;■■'‘^’that■he -cdnCdere'd-''himrelf as' a' "fervaht' ‘of 
tlie'^navdlj of '^en^i' and'-ha'd-ohly Vilited'-hini‘ as ■a‘-guert:''of 
V**"lus"hiaffef’s,'"but’''did''not'''un3efftand*'his' deman^' of ‘the-^prd-' 
"f'wincef'he'-fiew’ 'into' a 'violent 'ra^, - vowing that ‘he^tvoUld 
‘biThg'Kim“By 'force ^ to 'the;''prihce the' hext' day.l ’Accordingly, 
‘in 'die'morningi'he ‘began’ to'.cahridhade, and the fiege'was car- 
■ ried oh “for fdme days "'wit}i ^eat’.'briikiiefs. ‘'- In' 'all probability, 
■■Pama* would ‘have ‘ialieh into'' his’hahdsj had hot“tbc’‘opetati6ns . 
'•b)een'-’mtetTUpted,by .infelligence;' ‘whicH'‘«ufcd>him to raife' the 
'fiege'‘'andife'trciii ‘This; waSj‘tSat‘Shnjah’dd b6wlah,';wh6'‘Kad 
'pbtM^j''his‘ permiilion'to "Iheiter 'His 'wo'meh' in’ the fort of Ale- 
‘ab'ad; fen''pfetence'"of"iharching'; jo 'joih'‘him,‘ had^treacheroufly 
‘'f&e'3“that"plicc,‘‘and ‘pofle’fled'himfelf 'of, ’tha 'province;’ IVIa- 
'h'um’mud’-'Kdollec retired ‘from' Pdtha/'and'the'prince, unable; to 
%■a"with^hB own 'fmall a'rmy^' ’felaitantly 'a'ccohipahied .him“ .On' 
•his' arrivai'at''PhooIwawfee,^-*only‘'four niiles from' tbe'“city,'''he 
'\\;as';'inef''by ‘Mrf-'LawV' who had'Kailehed''\vltI? his 'fmall hand 
“of ''P're'ncbiheri'''frdm’ Chutter'pdre;'''(whe're"'hl/''^ha(l '..refi(ied ^fineo 
"the-fall 'of S'erahje' ad D’o'wlafi) ‘.td’-'offef 'his'/fervi'ces.“‘'Mf.' liaiv 
‘retnohUdafc'd ‘.ivith-' .Kith, '“'hut 'in’,.vain;'Toh“tbe .folly of 'k '“yetreat 
■wheh he'''Wai''''rd'' nearl'fu'ccefs;’'‘He'imareKed'dnwar(is,'' and Mr. 
■■Law-';wehy'to’lyirit“tlle‘-'prmce/'''and' offer 'lui'''afliftahcef''’ The 
..'princ'e';.''uhhefitaiinyjrf ihfdf medS|Ium/“ 'th'aT'-'h'e "depended' 'on 
1 'Mah'ummud-‘Koollce"‘KIi3n* everj’fdr ;his’‘daiiy 'expenfes,' add 
;■“ < without- ■'hiihhduid" not continue' the 'fie^c’;, therefore' muft‘''re- 
>“i tife'i to Chuttefpore,' ih""Hdpcs ' of' fupport'lroin ' th'e''faja''df 
‘that’ cbuntry.” -Mr. Law offered to accompany him, and 
B b b 2 marched 
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marched on in front. Being at Sailbam when he arrived there, 
I paid him a vilitj when he complained loudly of the folly 
of the nobles of Hindooftan, who, he laid, were cowardly, 
giving up their empire to min; that he had travelled fiom 
the coaft of Bengal to Dhcly, and been witnels of nothing but 
opprellion of the poor and plundering of travellers. “ Though 
' " faid he, “ have . ufed every argument to excite fuch 
« powerful nobles as *Shujah ad Dowlah and . ” Ummaud al 
Moolfc to regulate the empire, and attempt the recovery of 
** Bengal from the Engltlb, they ivould not attend to me, nor 
” underftand their real interefts.’* - 

~ - i ^ 

*■ Soon after Mn Law had palled, the prince, and with him 
my father, arrived; "who complained heavily of the behaviour 
of Mahummud KooUee Khan and his highnefs, alldng my ad- 
vice- how he Ihould proceed, I ohferved, “ That as he could 
** not return to Dhely, from the enmity of Ummaud al Moolk, 
** and tlie prince was unable to fupport him, there was but 
** one TeCource left, which was, to join Pulwaun Sing, whoj^had 
** great intereft with Ramnarain, and could procure the relU- 
tution'of our jaghires» forfeited by joining the prince, Ihould 
“Pulwaun Sing fubmit.” This he agreed to; and accordingly 
went to. his camp, where the raja gladly received him. Pul- 
waun Sing, who was rich and powerful, offered, if the prince 
and Mr. Law would 'remain with him, to hazard an engage- 
ment with the Englilh' and Mceraun j but they would not con- 
Tent, fearful that, as he ^vas a zemindar, he might treacheroully 
deliver them up to the enemy to make his own peace.-, It was 
then agreed, that the prince Ihould, to lave appearances, write 
a letter to colon^ Clive, demanding a fum of money as the 
‘ i price 

• Navob of Oude^ ^ I 

^ Pnmc mmifler of the ciDpirev 
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.price of his retreat; which he commantied me to i compofe, and 
it was.fcnt by Nobut Khatuto tire icolonel. 

1 . . j } 

' '.When Shujali ad Dowlah Iieard of 'the retreat of Ma- 
hummud Kdbllee Khan, he treacheroufly commanded Beny Ba- 
hadur, his deputy, and' Bu^jyaun Sing of -Banafas, to intercept 
his march, and take him prifoncri They accordingly encamped 
their forces’ near * Ramnnggur, on the high road, and lent word 
to the prince and Mr. Law, tiiat they' did* not mean to molell 
them, but 'would oppofe the progrels of Mahummud Koollee 
Khans upon which the former feparated from him, .and conti- 
nued their route to Chutterpore, Mahummud Koollee, againft 
the remonllrance^ of his' friends,, conlented to- dilband his army, 
and throur himfelf on the protedtion of Shujah ad-DowJah; who 
-immediately' on his arrival; kept. him a prifoner, ■ and''lhortly 
after put him to death, r < i . ' . . 


Meer Jaffier/ Khan, upon hearing of the vifit of Ramnarain 
^to the prince, was ''much alarmed, and entreated the adiftance 
•of colonel Clive, who ' agreed to march with Ids Ion Meeraun 
'to the relief of Patna; but it was not the intention of -the En- 
'glilli, who 'at this time were unacquainted with tire low Hate 
of the empire, to oppofe, if it was polTible to avoid it, ithe em- 
■peror’s fon,' for whole -dignity they had much relpefl:; and it is 
•certain, had he and Mahummud Koollee liban adted prudently, 
a treaty ’might have been concluded to their honour and advan- 
'tage; but -their weak condudl ruined their affairs. Mecrami upon 
his march halted at Raujemahal, intending to allure Khadim 
Houffein Khan,'fojedaur-of Poomeah, to an interview, at which 
he had.refolved- to 'aQallinate him, being jealous of, his power, 
and fearful of his joining the prince. This delign, however, be- 
ing reported abroad, the fojedaur, who was a prudent man, march- 
ed irom Poorneah up the banks of the Ganges; giving out' that 
* * he 
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> The palace of the laja of £anaras. 
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-he ipcant to join -the .joung. navob; j, but upon^ nis.^arriyal. at 
Cufrangpia, nearly .oppofifc,.RauJemajhal, he' Halted, and lent ^ 
agent tp colonel CUve,^reprefenting his\,fears ofMeerauii’s trea- 
chcr)',-.an*d. begging his .protection;. The colonel .accordingly/dif- 
iliaded Mecraun from^his defigni .and- having; met/the^foje^^^ 
in a boat on the middle of the Ganges, afliired him of fafety. 
.Khadim ? Hopflein Khan, . however, not chufmg „to, , vifit , Meerauri, ' 
the colonel', obtained ^forjliim tfie nayob’s ^ peliniflion, _much_^^- 
gainft , his. inclination,-. -.to *f«turh tp^Poorne^, ‘Clive beingYecurity 
for his, -fidehty . to , the ..navob, , luidy the/ navpb’i “picen^_‘ 
'fojedaur., f’Meeraun then /proceeded towards’ Tatri’a wtH ’theco- 
jlonei j!, but -before their aniy!^ the /enemy, had- retreated. //Nea^ 
the. city they . were,; vifite^?.by' Rsimnarain*,’ who .artfully'^ exciifed 
his . interview, with Mahunim’ud Kobllee. Khan, ’arid’ became more 
hivoured *ian,beforc./;,.THough^' he' had/'importunately'^' entreat^ 
,mc- to 'ber% agent with, the, .prince, 'and"I‘,^d .complied^ with 
rhis^ requeil.agamft.my.owm.inclinaiibns/h’e.now. abufed me.to'the 
.nayob..as a tmtor, faying, .f!.It was. a tohge world, -that I ihioiild 
be.fo deceitful as tO; delert/htf.iemcc, ^aiid join,.my;fe!lheri” 
^though hcjlumfelf was.indecdj.the traitor,^ for ,his^rclplution«.'n^s 
,tbJom-,^e .enemy, T,tUl ;hc.la^ their weaknefi.^ijWith. fuchjarts 
^hc.-preferyed his own..;reputation;. but it^.k ^Arprizing. hovy/hc 
^cpuld;perfuade Englifh that.he'^was Jheir;friend,f/after'T.having 
■ .i.yifitedi the .onemy. .,^Thc| fadt .is. He was. immenfely,^ rich.; ' and, 
Ynfthefe days, .moncy;-..^rdo ^wonders,, .cven.,giye .vice., the ap- 
^rance of virtue. After fome' days ftay at'Patna,, Meeraun-.and ' 
the Englifli marched againllPulwaun Sing, who“fled\o ’thWilly 
.coun^ for,lccurity;5^ st^^c lame time. fending,, offers, of, fubmif* 
lion, which ^werc accepted. ,;Eamnaniin, perfuaded.^the.' young .-na- 
.vob-..to return .to Patna; .'whicK he- \yiUingIyj did,. being. fatigued 
vyith the campaign,. leaving .Ramnarain. and , the colonel to adjuft 
affairs with' the z^indar. ‘ -Polivaun Sing honourably infifted on 
the pardon of my father and the continuance of his jaghires, 

' -■ i'.J.:'. ‘i:'-; i' -- •;.-..'5y.5 Vw ' before 
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God' be 


before he would accept his, own, which tras granted. I 
■praifed. /that: whk' I had ■fo’feleen,,‘ramc'"to* pafs. -The'Englidi 
approved much'.&e ’litter; ! ‘ had'S^rifren to them' for the pidnce, 
and, .being moved ,, with ’;‘compafli6n,‘tcolohel-' Clive "feht’ hitn a 
'liim of- money;’''XU affairs', being 'concluded '.with'''PulOT^ 
!iamnatain*‘arid7the7Eriglidr;',rc’tUriied^td , 'Patna. ••• ■-- 

' ' ivieeraUh ■.b'eing’- how,' anxious‘',tb' leturn;; ttf'Mdorffiudab'ad,' ' pre- 
, pared, for .'liis 'Sepafiufe'j '’’b'uf.firft 'wilheh ■t6'''drive“frdin'‘his Tcr- 
yice ' Afliiuiut I^an' ' \hd ' j fdme o&ef ' 'officers^" ' of' ' whole ' "at- 
Vachmerit; he''and',;'Kis ' ,4^her had|'^ehtert^ed ■ foine''’fufpicions, 
'hut had' concpaiid . tliei'r^jealqufiei ,'a'ccount''':o'f 'the prmccls 
'ahraTionf ■ i 

'uifirufted 'his [■ fqn" to , leave.'."them beliihd,'' him; without their -’In- 
^p'niiationf leu] ragb'rhiglif 'provokie''tHem‘''to‘ attempt' Ki? pe'rfom; 
but ''th]e''' 4u4"'iSfVf®®y hefighs ;inhhicdi’''to'''ihe 'iath'ef'o'r 

’the foii’. 'i',Th’ey"had ever heeii' attached 'to M'etr Jaffief, 'and'"dh 


. '‘deht^'airedd^J related/ oliliged to' jom'the'princcV'anriyj Itwote 
d;-letter^ to’'piUecr ‘KhanJ' with -whom I 'had * excbait^d turbans, 
-inviting hira'-’to'embrace the price’s 'icrvice)^' ^d*TequeiHhg_ him 
rto‘'ercort'‘niy,^ ■family the 'caihp.'^'* He J^'ivrbtV me ’'in' :anf\vc5*,' 
<tHat his'-dwh’SeaH'^’/hdul^ be fecufity.fbr my fibnouf; - but that as 
■for ‘defertirig Meer' jaffierrhe^'hdverlwbuldy’Uibugh'Ke’ (h'ouId';bc 
fforfalten‘’by' alii*”'*' .X- :-;:n 


vlinl i 


b.n C'd'.v ^rxVi 


iiiL' 


’ h^eefdun','^ 'a'^e^biy ■ tb; 'the ' in^^ioris of his ^fither, 'fill '''tlic 
-'amyal'bf' Ramna^n' pfetende'd much friendihip ■fof ’'Dillecr' Khaii, 
'bhpaftehvaYds' forbad 'him^^ prefencd,' 'and departed- fudderily 

•m! Vtnntc ifA’virisi'i^e^VK ^ ■ lo.nrinr..'' 1%!^' * .’1.7... 


■in ‘-boats Hd^fds^^e'^capitd/ leaving' him'* ahd-'his followers' 'lin- 
■ i vZJil't; '(K'lnuonnjl -r:-': nrr?.’ i ° -rl; 

til; I'-’ riofiL'.uurROj T-'.hfi vn { 

, ‘ M \ • By exchange of turbans, perfons adopt each other as brother.^. 


det* 
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der long arrears of pay. Finding he could obtain no fatisfa(5lioi1 
from Ramnarain, who pleaded that he had no orders to advance 
him money, Dilleer Khan, witli his frfends and followers, went 
to Teekaury, and offered tlicir ferviccs to Futteh Sing and Boo^ 
niaud Sing, relations of the late Sunder Sing, who entertainec^ 
them. Not long afterwards, Dilleer Khan joined Kaumgar Kham 
the zemindar of Terhoot,’ in a petition to the prince, that h^ 
would march again towards Patna, ^and his highnefs readily 
embraced their offers of alliilance. Dilleer Khan would hav^ 
prevailed on me to join them, but I reilifed, and repaired t<> 
Patna. Ramnarain would have denied me a refidence, at th^ 
mftigatioh of _ Moorlydher and others j hut Mr. Fullerton, fur^ 
gcon to the Englifli fa^ory, by permiffion of Mr. Amyatt, th^ 
chief, gave me apartments at his own houfe, I being intimately 
acquainted- with' thofc gentlemen. Upon intelligence of thi^ 
prince’s approach, Ramnarain encamped With his forces at fom^ 
diHance from the city, and was joined by captain Cochran, with 
fome EngUlh Toldiers, fepoys, and fome pieces of artUlcsy. . 

The prince had eroded the Carumnafla, and juft entered th4 
province of Bahar, when he received intelligence of the murdef 
of his father Aulumgeer ad; upon which he difpatched an expref^ 
to my father, then at Houfleinabad, commanding him to his pre^ 
fence, and afking lus advice on 'this event. My father, in reply/ 
recommended him to a0ume immediately the imperial authority/ 
to fend the* ‘ inkftandi of theWizarut to Shujah ad Dowlah, fou-^ 
bahdar of Onde, and the khelaut of ameer al amra to Nu'' 

' jeeb ad Dowlah, a powerful Afghaun chief ; alfo to difpatch' 
Munneer ad Dowlah on an emb^y to Ahmed Shaw Abdallee/’ 
to requeft his affiftance, and commands to the Afghaun chiefs 
of Hindooftan to acknowledge him as emperor. The prince/ 

accord-*' 

• The vizier is invefied in office by a prefent of an inkftand and canop^, 
from the emperor. 
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accordingly, ^afcended -the throne, -by the 'title 'of Shaw Aulum,, 
dnd'afted'accohling to my father’s advice. - He:'Was now joined 
by Kaurn^r- Khan with five thoiifarid horfe, Dilleer Khan, and 
Afiaulut* Khan, with their •'followers, when he- proceeded ;to en- 
^ge-Jlaiiinarain,; who was' defeated; and, with difficulty gained 
^he 'city.’'. Captain Cochran and Mrl Banvell, were killed, -with 
Ibme. foldiers and fepoys;* but-th?^ remainder .of .the 'Ehglifli, 
having fpiked one of their cannon,, retreated . in good order’d© 
Patna. _ Raja^ Moorlydfier -.and Oamr Khan, a; principal chie^ 

. 'Were., taken ;prifoners. The emperor and Kamgaur - Khan did 

'hot purfue .the enemy, having fu6fered much .in^ the- aftion, and. 
loft the two gallant chiefs, Dilleer Khan, and . AlTaiilut') Khan, 
Had ‘the royal ;army followed , the fugitives, 'it is moft probable, 
Patna, would have .falicrt without refiftance,.’. For fome'^days the- 
city was iri’the utmoft confuiion} but‘’at length, no-enemy np« 

. pearing, . the fpmts' of the inhabitants revived., 

The emperor next* marched to ' attack Meerauni* 'vho • was 
advancing from Moorfhudabad j bot^ the' royal' army. Avas defeated 
by the, gallanpy ,of the Englifli. ; In this aftion ' Mecraun was- 
wounded. Shaw , Aulum, by . advice; of Kaumgar .'Khan, now 
haftened' by forced .marches .through tlie. hills,-, in hopes’ of^fur-*' 
prizing .Mecrjaffier in his capitalj but:the navob ‘having- timely' 

' foyal army i retreated, -and . raarched-.by -'another- route towards' 
Patna,‘; hoping,'- as '-Meeraiin had' moved- -towards Moorfliudabad- 
to the afliftance of .his 'father, ‘that-"the.city 'vvould-fall an cafy 
prey before he'’ could .'return , to ’’'relieve it’;'- Unfortunately for 
them,'- 'they halted' -a - few 'da^ 'at Bahar,*-which gave' -time- to' 
Ramnaiain’ to 'prepare-'for defcncej, fbr-tlic greater part of^his 
troops'. were with Meerauh,’ and only a few. fepoys in the Englifli 
fadlory. Upon intelligence of the 'approach- of the enemy, as 
many ’ troops ' as were in ' the ' neighbouring diftrltfts ' were . called 
VoL. n, * C'c c in,. 
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in, and Mr. Amyatt encreafcd Ins j/orce to about three com-' 
panics of fepoys, from the fcveral ftations. At length the enemy 
commenced the fiege, and a few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted an efcaladc, but i were defeated by the 
vigilance and adlivity of the Enghfli and Raja Shittabroy. They^ 
repeated their attempt a fecond evening in a different quarter#, 
With the fame ill fuccefs , but die fpints of the garriion began 
to fall, cfpcciall} of Ramnarain and his followers, when they 
yi ere revived by the arrival of an Englilli detachment under 
captam Knox, who had marched from Burdwan in thirteen days, 
and reached the bank of the s river oppofftc the city the morn- 
ing after the laft affault. The following evening, the Englifli 
made a fally upon the beliegers, who were eafily defeated. 
Kaumgar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunpore with the 
emperor, and raifed contributions upon the neighbouring 
for his fupport. 1 j i i 

Cl * 

Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoned my father to his pre- 
fence, but he, unwilling to offend the navob of Bengal, evaded 
coming, till at length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, detach- 
ed Shcoput Mharatta to plunder his jaghire, he was then 
forced to comply, being without help, and prepared for his de- 
parture to the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnarain endeavoured 
to excite the refentment of the Enghfli ^ againft me, obferv- 
ing, that my father, notwithftanding the rcftoration of Hs jag- 
bne, was with the enemy and I with him, at the 

fame time that I enjoyed the Enghfli protedlion. Mr. Amjatt 
fpoke to me on the fubjed, and delired I would write to per- 
fuade my father from joining the emperor. I told him, ** that 
my writing would be of no cffe(Sl,-\v'hile my father was ex- 
pofed to the ravages of thci enemy, but that, if he fliould 
** be allowed to come and rcfide^in the city, he, would wil- 
hngly a\oid going to tlic emperor, thit as fbr myfelf, I had 
1 ^ ** not 
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"inot tlie'leafl; correlpondence with the enemy, Jfince my ar- 
“ rival at Patna.” Mr. Amyatt faw the julhce of my re- 
marks, and alTured me of his protedtion; but defired I would 
wnte, which I did, declaring as ^before, that my father mud 
of necefltty obey the emperor, while he and his family were in 
the open country expofed to his diipleafure. It fo happened, 
he repaired to the royal camp againft Ins , inelmation, and was 
honoured with the firft place in his raajefty’s confidence. 

" - 1 ) 

' The enemy continued in the country of Kaumgar Khan and 
Teekauty, waiting the fuccefs of the embafly to Ahmed Shaw 
Abdallee. At this period, Kliadim iHouflein Khan, being fear- 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun, refolved to join the emperor ; 
and having feized all the money he could from tlie inhabitants, 
marched from Poorneah.'With five or fix thoufand horfe, about 
feven thoufand infantry, and upwards of forty pieces of artJ- 
lety, towards Patna, and foon arrived near Hajeepore, on the 
bank of the nvef oppofite the city. Had he done this before 
the arrival of captain Knov, Patna would certainly have fallen 
into the hands of the emperor, and Khadim Houflein Khan 
would have acquired great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelU- 
gence of his approach, confulted with Mr. Amyatt , who ob- 
ferved, that as the emperor was"at a diflance from the city, 
the raja fliould detach the greater part of' the forces with cap- 
tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofsl the river and engage 
With Khadim HouCcin Khan. Ramnarain was aftoiiiflied he 
fhould think of attempting it with fo finall a force, but Mr. 
Amyatt prefling hun, he promifed to prepare his troops to jour 
the Englifh. Mr. Amyatt alfb delircd the 'afliftahce of Raja 
Shittabroy, who with great willingnefs joined captain Knox with 
his foilowers, about two hundred horfe and foot. The Euglifli 
detachment confined of three or four companies of fepoys, one 
of Europeans, and two field pieces of artdlery. The troops of 
C c c 2 Ramnaram, 
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Ramnarain, according to the ufage of the prefent times, delay- 
ed tlieir march to fettle arrears of pay and other affairs, fo 
that not one man of them joined the captain ; but on the con- 
trary, Hummeed ad Dien, a principal jemhiautdaur,' endea- 
voured to perfuadc Shittabroy to •return, by reprefenting the folly 
of attacking fuch a force as Khadim Houflein Khan's with a 
handful of men, and infinuating that Ramnarain wHhed’his de- 
flrudlion, and would be glad of the defeat of his own troopsi 
to whom he owed confiderable arrears; but that he and other 
officers had refolved not to rilk their hves and fortunes by 
joining the rafli, infatuated Englilh. Shittabroy, ho\%ever, was 
not to be ’diverted from his attachment, and accompanied Cap- 
tain Knox acrofs the river to meet the enemy, who, contrary 
to the expe<ftation of Ramnarain ' and the . inhabitants -of the 
city, were defeated with great Daughter, and the lofs of great 
part of their baggage and artillery. Upon this Khadim Houflein 
Khan retreated towards the diffriia of Butteah, and captain 
Knox, unable to purfue him, left the abfence of his detach- 
ment fliould leave Patna expofed to the enaperor's army, re- 
crofled the river a few days after the battle.* Shittabroy, by 
his gallantry and fidelity, dcfcrvcdly acquired the confidence of 
the Englifli, who rewarded him with great liberality. *■ ^ 

Not long after this event, Mceraun, who had marched Jrom 
'Moorfliudabad upon intelligence - of the defection of Khadim 
Houflein Khan, arrived near Patna with, his own army and the 
Englifli forces under the command of colonel Calliaud. -With- 
out entering the city, they crofled the ri\er in purfuit of the 
rebels; who having already been defeated by lb fesv of the 
Englilh, flroye now only to effedt his retreat from the pro^ 
vinces. He' kept up a fort of. running fight for feveral days 
with the navob, till his progrefe was flopped by the hdls and 
the river Ghunducj fo that he muft inevitably have fallen into 
- j ~ the 
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the hands of Mecraun, had not an udforefeen event favcd him 
from deftrudtion, ; ,> > 

- “As it Tvas now diei commencement, of the rainy .ieafon, and 
the decree of dirine vengeance hung over Meeraun, about the 
third hour of the night of Wednefday the eighteenth of 2ee- 
kaud, II73^ aiheavy.ftorm began. The world »\vas dark and A, D. 1760, 
gloomy to Meeraun and his aflbeiates, and the fplendour of the 

day of his life and profperlty changed to the black night of 
deflruflion.; About a third part of the night was elapfed, when 
hfs .companions, with his attendants, were di/mi/Zed. Meeraun, 
to guard ,againft the violence of the ftorm, q^uitting his large 
tent, retired 1 to a finaller one, called, from the. inventor of ir, 
a DuUeel Khaunee, low, and without walls, fecured by ftrong 
pegs ^fixed in the ground wciy clofc. A favourite courtezan, 
with whom he generally dept, alfo two or three- other fingmg 
girls, a ftory-teiler, 1 and a domcftic to f pat* !iis 'limbs, .were 
with him.. As the life of* the women was yet to remain, after 
a-thort time he difmificd them; when jth’e domeftic began to 
pat his .feet, and the ftory-tellcr his charm, to/ the deep of 
death. -God knows, whether he. was llecping, or his eye tvakc- 
^ful in cxpciftation of the meflfenger of fate, when, in the height 
of a moft heavy diower, the threatening thunder of avenging 
anger roared, and the .lightning of wrath j defeended on the 
head of Meeraun j wlio icadied the place of final vengeance in 
the pofture in which he.layxUpon lus bedo-' The fame ftadi 
falling on the domeftic -and the iftory-teller, killed them alfo. 

. t . .7 “ Some 

- - - ■- * ^ 1 

^ , • This IS die true account of Mccraun’s death , which Mr. Burke, deceived 
by falfe reports', m the ope^mg of Fis charges agamft Mt. Hallings, attributed 
to the itcacbery of the Lngliih government. ' 

^ This patting of the limbs is common in ihe Eoff, to promote arcubtion 
of the blood. j 
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Some time -after the 'accident;; when 'the fuiy.^of the ftormi'hati 
abated, tlie attendants vvhofe turn it/Was' to watch, •coming :in» 
iaw them in the fleep of death, and immediately, witliout noifc 
or clamour, ‘informed ibme'of the principal' officers,' whofe .tentS 
were .nearefti '• Upon' examination, -five or fix -fmall holes •werO’ 
fbund'Onthe back part-of his Jiead, ; and, '• on • his body, llreaks 
like ’ the ‘marks of a ' whip: ‘ His feymetar, i which lay near . his 
head-on the bed,- had alfo holes in‘.it,::and!part‘of -the point 
was melted. -■ The" tentpole appeared-as if rotted.-;,’ /. , • i./ 

- - Meeraun was' of a bloody and unrelenting difpqfition. With 
lurnj-thesflighteft , jealouly was fufficient to bring’ death on .its 
objedt:: By Jiis; infligation, ■ KhaujeK - Hadee ,Khan’ and. Meet* 
Cauzim’ Khan '.were aflaffinaled on fufpicioh-of dilloyalty.lj 
killed feveral* women of- bis -haram • with-^his own ;hand,.:arid 
.would boaft of^ the-adi, faying, ** this was' the trii'e; mode' of 
l*.iclearing up 'doubts, and-eafmg the mind of jealoufies.’’ 'WitK 
this.favage ferocity, he* procured , the' death of ^Ameena Beguoi 
and:;Go6feety Begum, the -daughters of Maliabut-JungJ'whoni 
he»'caufed ito- be'drownedj 'and among ’-his -papers 'tvas* found 
a; M of; many 'perfons • whom he' had ' refolved to rcut.'off ’ at 
the- cohcltifion^of'ihe'campaign, determined,' as he faid;i.to nd 
himfelf of the diiloytd, -and-lit down’ in rep6fc''with His^friends* 
But the' Almighty, who- is’ protedtor of the uhiverle,' would not 
■permit'fuch barbarity.* ^•‘Wlien he' beholds a ' people ' immerfcd.'i/i 
NviekedneSs,' \it -^powet^ over ' them 

a 'tyrant, ’ that ‘he may punUh their offences; '-but -he iets 'not 
that tyrant remain for' cvcr'over- hLs’.fervants.’ --'Thc'govefnmeht 
of the opp/effive has no permanency, for the feripture. truly 
fays,- " Dominion' 'may continue' eVen' with inficlelity;';b'uf ednnot 
with cruelty.-' If, J indeed, .''after • neceflary ' fcverity,''the 'cruel 
^* become'jufV,‘-he.may‘-eftabIifH their* power | or'-elfe, 'feme'dy^ 
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" ing evil by evil, , he fends one more cruel .than themfelves to 
f‘ overthrow their profperity,” , ■ , ' f j ; 

t .*i » j * ' t . 1 

Oh the nineteenth, in the morning early, the fate ofrMee- 
raun was difclofed by his fervants to colonel Calhaud, the com- 
mander of the Enghfli army, who agreed with them j on the 
propriety of concealing his death from the troops. ^ The body 
being opened -in his prefence, the bowels were taken out and 
buried on the -fpot: Orders . of i march were iffiied, .and the 
corpfe was carried, dreffed as if alive, upon an elephant, a re- 
port being given • out ■■that Meeraun was indifpofed; but his 
death was foon fpread abroad,, and the carrying of ihis corpfe 
in this manner was regarded aS an expofure„of it, in revenge 
for the difgrace offered to .the„ body of Serauje ad Dowlah. 
Colonel Calliaud when arrived near.Butteah prepared a hearfe, 
and fent off the corpfe to ’the Ganges, where) it was embarked 
in a 'boat, and carried down to Raujemahal for 'interment. The 
army then returned to Patna, under the dneftion of Raujebul- 
lub, Meeraun’s dewan, where it remained during the ^rainy 
feafonj the emperor ftill continuing in the .vicinity of Teekaury, 
and raifing contributions in the diftriOs for his fupport. About 
this time, fome changes took place among the . Enghfli. Colonel 
Clive had returned to Europe, leaving Mr. Holwell in the 
government fall the arrival of Mr. Henry Vanfittart, who was 
appointed to fucceed him, from Madrais. ^ -Mr. Amyatt, hav- 
ing. received fbme.;flight, repaired to Calcutta, where colonel 
Calliaud was alfo ordered, and the command of the Englilh 
army at Patnandevolyed upon major Carnac. „ 

’ t J ‘ I ^ i J- 

jTfae navob Meer JafKer having, through grief ibr^c cfeath 
of his fon, loft what underftanding he poGeSed, the public 
affairs became negleded, and confuhon pervaded ere^^ depart- 
ment. The navob, from jicceffity, encreafed the coniequence 

of 
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before the council for their advice and approbation, and the 
majority affented to its execution; hut Mr. Amyatt, Mr. ElUs, 
Mr, Batfon, and major Carnac, difipproved the meafure. Though 
the inability of Meer Jalhcr was ^not fo problematical as not 
to be perceived by tliem, efpecially ALr, Amyatt , yet, aS he 
wiflied his own party to prevail over Mr^ VanCttart, he op- 
pofed his plans, according to the maxim, ** *lt is impoffible to 
•* love Alec, and not hite Maweeah ” The two parties ac- 
cufed each other, in their betters to Europe,* of every mif- 
management, and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of num- 
bers, as I fliall hereafter relate. The governor’s party being the 
flrongeft. Jus meafures took place. Meer^ Caufim ^was congra- 
tulated on his luccefs, and returned to Moo fhudabad , where 
It was agreed that Mr. VanCttart Ihould repair to execute ius 
plan, Ttus he did very fpeeddy, accompanied by Mr. Hafbngs 
and fome other gentlemen, with a detachment of the army. 

j ^ 

Upon the governor’s arrival at Moradbaug, a garden houfe 
oppofite the c ty, on the bank of the nver Baugnittee, Meer 
Jaffier the next morning came to viCt him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed upon by the council, which he flrenuoufly 
refufed to accede to, though Mr, VanCttart ufed eve^ argu- 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity; 
but that he only meant, by appointing Meer Caufim^ his deputy, 
to eale him of a load of cares, which his infirm ftate of health 
rendered him 'incapable of bearing, and to refeue his honour 
and fafety from the dangers they fuflained by the ill behaviour 
of Ignorant and felf-intcrefled mmifters After fome time, the 
navob took leave, ^nd returned to his palace. On the wa^ 
back, he met Meer CauCm, who was coming to Morddbaug, 
Vox.. II. D d d f t f and 

1 

» The family of Ale^ fon m law of Mahummud, was deHrojed by the 
cahpb Maweeah, who is held lii abhorrent by the feft of the former on 
that account. 
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of his foa in law Meer Caafim Khan, to wliom he had a great 
averfion, and fent him to negotiate fome bulmefs at Calcutta^ 
where, during his agency, he imprefTed the minds of the coun- 
cil of bis Xupenonty of ability for government over Meer jaf- 
fier or his fon, and, indeed, he was eminently diftingui'hed 
among his coterporanes and family for penetiauon ana con- 
duct Having finilhed his embafly, he returned to the navob, 
who, pleafed at lus fuccefs (hewed him more kindnels tnan. 
formerly, and he became of much influence at court. 

At diis time the troops, being- greatly in arresTS, Ibrrounded. 
the palace in a mutinous manner, demanding payment, and 
Meer Cauflm had the addrds to quell them, by offering him- 
felf as fecurity for the redrefs of their grievances. Soon after 
this It became necefiary for him to repair again to Calcutta* 
Meer Jaffier was unwilling at firft to permit turn, but fate, 
would not allow him to prevent him* 

Mr. Vanflttart ^vas by this time amved. To him Meer 
Caufim related the negleCt of^the navob m the affairs of hts 
government, the difordered ftate of the revenues aid army, and 
die expenfes of the houfchold, owing to the mfluence of a few 
mean people without ability, as Cheeny Laal, Munny Laal> 
and Aknoon Sing Halkarrab, over every department. Mr. Van- 
fittart, who was unequalled among the Englifli for his judg- 
ment and abilities m ftate affairs, perceived that Meer Caufim 
IChan was among all the relations and fervants of the navob- 
moft diftinguifhed in undcrflanding, and he wiftied to Jorm fome 
plan for the regulation of the declining provinces It occurred 
to him, that Meer Caufim Khan fhould be- entrufted with the 
adminiftration of the government, as the deputy of his father 
in law the navob, to whom he fhould regularly pay a fum 
adequate to the proper fupport of his dignity. He laid his plan 

before 
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before the council for their 'advice and approbation, and the 
majority afTented to its execution, but Mr. Amyatt, Mr, Ellis, 
Mr, Batfon, and major Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Though 
the inability of Mecr Jaffier was 'not fo problematical as ^ not 
to be perceived by them, efpecially Mr. Amyatt , yet, as he 
wilhed his own party to prevail oter Mr. Vanllttart, he op- 
pofed his plans, according to the maxim, “ • It is mipoflible to 
love Alee, and not hate Maweeah The two parties ac- 
cufed each other, in their letters to Europe,^ of every mif* 
management, and their mutual enmity caufed the ruin of num* 
bers, as I lhall hereafter relate. The governor's party being the 
Rrongeft, his meafures took place. Meer^Caufim was congra- 
tulated on his lucccfs, and returned to Moo ihudabad , where 
it was agreed that Mr. VanGttait Ihould repair to execute his 
plan. This he did very fpecddy, accompanied by Mr. HafUngs 
ana feme other gentlemen, with a detachment of the army. 

Upon the governor’s arrival at Moradbaug, a garden houfe 
oppolite the City, on the bank of the nver Bangruttee, Meer 
jafher the next morning came to vilit him, and was informed 
of the plan agreed upon by the council, ^whi6h he ftrenuoufly 
refufed to accede to, though Mr. Vanfittart ufed evCy argu- 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to his dignity, 
but that he onlv meant, by appointing Meer Caufim his deputy* 
to e-iie him of a load of cares, which his infirm flate of health 
rendered him incapable of bearing, and to refeue his honour 
and fafety from the dangers they fuftained by the ill behaviour 
of Ignorant and felf-intcrellcd miniflers. After fome time, the 
navob took leave, dnd returned to his palace. On the way 
back, he met Mecr Caulim, who was coming to Morddbaug, 
"VoL, II. D d d ' I I ( r and 

j 

• The family of Alee, fon m law of Mahuromud, was deflroyed by the 
caltph Alawecaii, who is held in abhorrence by the fc£l of the former on 
that account. 
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and commanded him to return i but he pretended not to hear^ • 
and proceeded. 


When Mcer Caufim heard what had paffed, from the gover- 
nofj he exprefied his fears that the navob’s havmg been in- 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his (afety. Mr. Vanfittart exprefied 
uncertainty how to a<5t? upon which Mecr Cauhm was ftill 
more alarmed, faying, “ If you arc at a lofs, what muft I be, 
who am without any other fupport?” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Mecr Caufim to a 
leparate apartment. Here he confulted with Ah Ibrahim Khan, 
who advifed him to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governor, and to fee how he would a£tr that if he gave 
up the plan, he could retire with his pennifiion into ‘Bcer-^ 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him. 
Meer Caufim refolvcd on this Hep, as a lift refource to fecure- 
himfelf from the jealouly of the navob, fhould the Enghfh give 
up their defign, and with much policy, for he would have been 
joined by many perfons of rank, and the troops, for whofc 
arrears he had flood fccunty, were attached to him; which 
W'Ould^have enabled him to have aflumed independance. Din- 
ner being concluded, Mr. Vanfittart renewed the converfation, 
and it was at length determined, that Meer Jaffier Ihould be 
forced to accede to his meafures; for which purpofe he would 
accompany Mcer Caufim to the palace the next morning. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Englifh de- 
tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufim 
and his fnends. Repeated alTurances were fent to the navob, 
that no injury was mtended to his perlbn or dignity. Mr. 
Vanfittart endeavoured to perfoade him that the’ appointment ot 

a depn^ 


A woody diflriil in Bengal. 
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a deputy in fo near a relation) would rcinllate hb affairs from 
the confufion in which they were involved by the mifmanage- 
ment and rapacity of his prefent favourites, but in vain. Some 
time paffed in fending and receiving medages, when the Eng- 
lUh, finding that the navoli would not confent to their requeft, 
defired Meer Caufim to affume the mufnud in his" own -name, 
which "he did without oppofitionj the friends i of Meer Jafiier, 
who remained in the haram, having moftly deferted him, through 
fear of the Englilli. Meer Jafiier had the offer of refiding at- 
the capital. Or Calcutta. ' He chofe the latter, and embarked in ■ 
b'dats with his family, carrying with him unmolcfied the treafures 
in the haram, the jewels and valuable effedls, i which had accumu- 
lated to an ineflimable amount, during the governments of the 
four laft navobs of Bengal. At Calcutta he huilt a palace for 
KIs refidence, and had a monthiy allowance adequate to his' 
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MEER' CAUSIM ^KHAK. 


J\^EER;Caurim‘ Khan,' on his acccflion to' the'mufhud,'’finding 
the treafuryUow, ■ was ' diftreffed to - pay off 'the arreare due to the 
'tt6opsi^“for \vhich he -had 'given, fecurity,- and thC' debts of -the 
■Englifl) /'dn ivJiich ' account he haHened to reibrm thc’^ revenues 
of the feveral diftri<5ts. - -He ^yC'-Burdwan .in mortgage to' the 
*EngUfli, and pledged to them fome of: his. jewels. -Aftef muf- 
terihg'tJie 'army, and dete^ing the impofitions of feveral officers,- 
he fatisfied the troops, by paying them partly in money; and 
partly by orders on the colle^ons. • He fettled the • dilburfements 
of his houfehold, fo as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed 
•feveral -.ufclefs departments, -hitherto kept up fdr /hew." ' He oblig- 
ed- Chceny "Laal and 'Munny- Laal to refund cbnfjde’rable”fums, 
which they had embezzled under -the late government.'' Meer 
Caufim, being well acquainted -with the circumftanccs of the re- 
lations ‘and ' dependants of - -the : three ■ late navobs, .now' e^radled 
money from all whom - he knew* to be rich^ ’and even '.obliged 
‘feveral • courtezans to refund fumsNand valuable, effedts ‘which they 
had^ received from Meer ' Jaffier- and his' fon Meeraun^ nor - did 
he-^ipare the .women and^eunuth's' of .Mahabut Jung,', who had 
retired 'from' the--court 'and' its -affaira. 'ilh fhort,' 'the advice--bf 
Saadee the-' poet, ’ “ Why coHcdleft’ thou ‘ not from ’ every fubjedt 
a grain of filver, ' that ' tlibii mayeft form 'a'-treafure?”' He had 
attentively lillened td, and now ftridlly followed/ 'Raja Suknut Sing,, 
who -had -hdd great offices ‘tinder Mahabut Jung, voluntarily de- 

' Hver^ 
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livcrcd up all hiia wealth to Meer Caufim* .who gave him up a 
part, and ever .treated him with particular.regard and attention,- al- 
lovving him to lit clofe to his Mufhud in public.; Having thus col- 
■ le^ed a great treafure,: hc ;fatisfiedithe armyr/and dilbanded 'fiich, 
of the troops as he could not txuft, levying others in their room; 
after which he prepared to reduce the ' power, of the refradtory 
zemindars. In fadt, this -defcription of- men are in general faith- 
lefs, and ready upon the .linalleft. commotion to forget the in- 
dulgence of their -governors'; on. which- account former emperors, 
mevcr, relied upon' themy.but: aKva*)*^' (managed' the ,pergunnahs,by 
-^their own officers. ■ Oh' this*account,^in'!their)days,., the 'provinces 
jWerevflourifliingi' and men of all. ronlcs .fatiffied ,and fecurcj-.but 
':fincevthe^ zemindars have-., been left upcontrouled in., the govern- 
•mcnt, of ^their -diftridls; cbnfulion -Jias. prevailed, ;;and thc.-cpiintiy 
Js.dccaying.- Meer • Gaiifim having -.marched • from Moorffiudabad 
againfl: Afludl Zummaun- Khan, ‘/raja -of-Bccrboom; -who 'had , re- 
.■fufcdvto .paydan ladditional i demand.-of revenue,, cafily,; defeated, 
■him -with’: the -jaitiftance of. the EhgUlh. i > : j .-'rf,:'. 

;;It IS :now' neceflary.* . for the ‘fake of, regularity, . ^thatj Ihould 
^retum:tO;the:affiiirs of Patna and ihe .occurrences in . that; .province,, 
■lirice- thcr death, of Meeraun. '{/k r- : ’ '-U » i-’ 'T 

the (Conclufion of ithe rains/ .major iCarnac.. with the En- 
.•glifli ; army/ accompanied Iby- Ramnarain, ;.RaujebooUub,;and.the 
(forces .ofvMeeraunj Imarched ,to. Gyah .Maunpore againft the ,em- 
fperor.and/Kaumgari KJiah,." who* were defeated, ,tand Mr^.-Lavv 
was ’.t;iken;prifoner;. t-Major Carnac '.after ’the, vidtory .fent ;Raja 
IShittabroy -with.propofals of.peacc, land .^an -offer .to vifit .the em- 
:'pero4 'who at firft declined them,:'by advice of JCaumgar Khan,. 
:but-'6h the.remonftrances' of -my father,, he ;fent' again for -the - 
-taja,^ landixonfehted -to -an .interview.. with the. Englifh....-Upon 
, ‘tlds,^-Kaumgar Jpian .retired. -to. his jown ^country. ..^Shaw Aulum 
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-having moved nearer ‘the EngUni camp, appointed tlie next day 
to receive tlie majori who came agreeably to his pfomife, .and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, conduced his m&jeily to.Gyah, 
^om whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ilandard 
to Patna. ■ - r • 

Mecr Caufim, upon mtelligcncc of this event, haftened from 
fieerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the connection of the Eng- 
lifh with the emperor, cfpccialiy as' major Carnac was of Mr. 
Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Mr. Vanfittart in his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary. He refufed to vifit his Majcfty in his 
camp, cither from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much 
negotiation, confented to pay his refpcCls to him at the Engliih 
factory^ which was accordingly adorned for the occafion, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were covered with 
a rich mufnud. Shaw came to the fadlory on the day 

appointed, and Mecr Caulim being introduced, made the cuftom- 
ary offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor f twenty four 
lacs of rupees annually from the revenues of the three provinces* 
After the. interview, the emperor took up his refidence in the 
citadel;, and the naVob returned to his own campj but being 
jealous, of my father’s attendance on his majelly, he prevailed 
on the Enghfh to .procure, the royal order for , his , return to his 
jaghire, which they did^ though , agoinft their inclinations, to 
quiet his fufpiclons. , 

^ 5haw Aulurti, after Ibme ftay at Patna, having, received in-j 
citations from his vizier Shujah ad Dowlah and other, chiefs, 
marched from that city to .join him, greatly. to the fatisfiCtion 
of. tlie navob, who feared that the attachment of the Englifh to 
himfelf might be weakened by their regard for the royal caulc. 

' < - . Ill Meeri 

• Two hundred and forty thoufand poundr. 



. , , r 

t;r*.'-Mcer’Caufiin had‘Iong".wi(hed to''demand 'Of Ramnaram' ad 
account of the’difburfeiri'ents' and receipts 'of -his goverament;' wliicli 
had never-‘been - given' in,’-' lincc*'tlie :;death' *of Serauje’-ad - Ddvv- 
lah ; and .the navob, who was intimately acquainted with' bufi- 
nels, , well knew that the deputy had ■ converted great Aims to 
his Qwn'ufe’.-' The-protedlion afrorded''Ramnaraiii -by’the'EngUfli, 
'alone 'prevented him- 'from' jirdcWdirig '’■tp' extremitics ;‘‘ari'd-’the 
raja,- depending- upon" tHeir fuppoH^'payed'nd'attention to the' 
jiift 'demands of- the'havob.- ; Mr.' MacguireV'the chief, of Patriir, 
-was' of Mr.V Vanfittart's 'party!,- and • fupported Meer Cauiim/’biit 
major Carn'ac-‘'and 'Mr, ’Hay oppofc'd-his demands' upon' the raja.* 
In 'this' ftate ’of affairs, 'the navob, 'knowing my .intimacy -'with' 
Mr/'AmyaUj-^ent' me' to' CalcuttaV "that'-.l might 'endeavour to 
make that’ gentleman'‘hisVfriend,'”ahd-'to‘ confent.'to Ramiiarairi's' 
being"" left' 'at '‘his ' difcretion."- 'SooH ■' after ' this,- “Coldhel Cootc 
was'’appbirited ' to ' this'' army ‘at' Patna, ‘’’and 'Ramnarain, thinking’ 
it.lhis' intereft' to ‘excite jealoufies "in - the minds* of -theVEngH/h 
agaihft the' 'havdb/ bribed ‘the coloncrs’ fpies- to convey -him Talfc' 
intelligence; which';' h'e'^ tod 'eagerly ‘believed. -'Thefc men carried 
dieir ‘impdfitiohs'*fo‘ fat%'''as'’to aifure the •colonel that Meer Cau-‘ 
Am -had ‘'f5xed‘'a 'day' for attacking him’by'furprize/ upon'which' 
the col6neI;-'early 'bh” the- ifiornirig' 'mentioned, 'wentVwith 'fome'- 
armed- rhen ‘ to the ' navdb's ' camp’ ; •• but'-' Ahdin'g 'no ;‘irigns ’ of 'pre'- 
paratioh,' "and ' thc' havob' afleep, ' h'e"-'was' vexed ' at^’his '’credulity,'' 
and returned- without feeing Meer CauAms' to' whom h'e excufed' 
himfelf by a mcAage, that he had come with intention to viAthinr, 
but hearihg''‘He*'was afleep; would' riot ‘diftiifb' his "rejjofei "‘The. 
na'vob^ -'complained to-th'e' councif'of'thls" behaviour;’ 'which • he.'' 
attributed-' io -its juft'eaufe, the-intrigues'of-^Ramnarairi;'' of which' 
they'Were'ndvv^convihced.^' GoIonerCoote was recalled;; 'and orders ! 
fent'to 'thb -gentlemeri 'at'Patria,' th’at^'tli'ey Aibuld not'.'interfere' 
betweeh' the navob and his deputy. . 


- This 
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- This event Tendering my farther flay at Calcutta ‘ nee^dlefs, 
r returned* to Patna; and indeed it was ‘in Vain that I endeavour- 
ed to draw Mr. Amyatt over •’to friendfliip for the navdb. He 
one day faid to me, “'You' well know, thlt I have no regard 
for Ramnarain, but, • on the contrary, diflike him; yet, as I 
“ have from the beginning taken an oppofite party to the go- 
** vemor, and our difputes are referred to England, I cannot 
" befriend Meer* Caufim without contradifting my own afler- 
tions. If a decifion fhall ^arrive in favour of Ae governor’s 
party, he will not feelc my help; but if my opinions are ap- 
““ proved, and the government comnutted to my cJiarge, fhouJd 
•* the navob offer me his fnendBiip, I fhall have no objedlion 
to return it.” Upon this, I wrote freely to Meer Caufim 
the determinations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends. 

. f' • 1 1 ' 

*' The navob, upon permiflion from the council, demanded 
.Ramnarain to give' in his accounts, which he did. In them the 
raja had put down large fums paid to jaghVedars j but the 
'navob required the receipts of the perfons faid to have rcceivi 
ed them, as vouchers for. the payment j alfo mufler rolls of the 
troops, and the books of the feveral payoflices of each corps, 
as proof of the exatflnefs of the difbbrfements j for which par- 
^fe he ordered the fervants of the raja in each department, to 
attend with their papers, Ramnarain, confeious of his mif- 
management and embezzlements of the collections,' was alarm- 
ed, and at a lofs how to aCt, being no longer fupported in his 
contumacy by the Englifli. So^.e of his 'friends advlfed him to 
refift: the navob by ^ force; but, as he was void of perfonal 
courage, he faw no remedy but fubminion, having firft^ prei 
vailed on fome of 'the heads of offices to fly with their ac- 
counts, in hopes by that means ’to Confufe the navob’s auditors, 
and cover his own dedication. Meer Caufim, * upon this, put 
•a guard over his houfe, to prevent his efcape, and having de- 

,tc^ed 
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teaed.CmbszZlfcments of large fums 'from'' the. revenues, thej'ag- 
hifes,.', and- pay of -the<:troops,-': confifcated his eEfeas. .About 
.‘feven labs -of rupees, in' money -and -.goods , were- found- ih.his 
houfe, and- nearly 'the fame , fura' was; recovered , from- perfons 
to ; whom it had , been entruftcd -by . liimfelf and s his women. 
The effefls of, Gongabilhen, his - treafuref, -and '‘Mnnfara'm-his 
banker,- were, alfo feized, under pretence, jof hafing concealed -his 
treafures.,. A large fum , was , alfo, colledled from Moorlydh'e'r. and 
the, cutwal of the city, . who ; had ibeeh , partners - in ,'guilt;-w!th 
the raja ; ■ nor 1 was a fingle perfon., of- his dependant's, -exempt 
from fines -of confifcation j fo -that -the navob acquired a -great 
treafure. ■' ,- " 

Meet ' Caufim -having fettled ffliefe affairs td his ; fatisfadliori, 
entered the fort of Patna with much jsompvas' a' proof’ to (he 
inhabitants ,of -his p'offelfing' fiilf authority’ in his -governmerif, 
which -in' fadt - he , did • not, till the ' fubmillion of Ramriarain. 
He kept -him in ' confine'ment in the city, but ‘ fienf -Mo'oflydhef 
prifoner to . Dacca, and . Ameed- Roy, 'the royroyah,- with' feveral 
other perfons, -to Moorfliudabad. ' Having • obtained frdni ; the' 
emperor the dewanny of tiie province, -the government ,bf RKotas 
Ghur, and the jaghires of .? Eatimaud ad , Do>Vlah, which-, had 
been under, the .diredlion of Raja Shittabroy, he- dcmarided’of 
him ■ an account of -his condudtjbut he refufed ‘to-, fiibmit,- .arid ■ 
.with fome faithful followers refolved to defend his houfe, againft 
the . troops of the , naVob ; . .but ■■ the EngUftii who- ■ owedt great 
obligations to .Shittabroy. for his. affitlance' in-^the' batller, with 
-Khadim’ HoulTein ;Khan,r prevailed with -'-Meer. Caufira-^to.-'fub- 
■' mit his claims upon-'him '.to the declfion of. tlie 'couried, -which 
he did, depending, on the 'governor’s Cipportiof his-caute. Shit- 
tabroy. -accordingly^accompanied major Carnac, to-Gaicutta‘;’;but 
iVoL. 11. J..;); E e’ f r -as 

, . ■ Swenty thoufarid 'pounds. ‘ 

' * Vizier to Mahummud Shaw* 
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QS, on enquiry, no 'fault could be proved vpon hlm,^ the gOYcr- 
^ nor and council granted him an efcort to condufl: him in fafety 
out of the provinces fubje£t to Meer CnuBm, into the territo- 
ries of the navob of Oudc, where he chofe to retire. 

Meer Caufim, lince his acceflion, had paid great attention 
to the forming his army, which he greatly flrengthened by the 
addition of a regular artillery and fcveral battalions ' of fepoys, 
clothed and difcipUned like the Englifli; alfo a body of regu- 
lar cavalr)'. Thefe were commanded by Gregory, an Armenian, 
ivho was diftinguifhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was 
tlic chief confidant and adviler of tlie navob. With this force 
* he refolved to reduce the power of the Baliar zemindars, who 
had hitherto been too indepcndant. on government. He com- 
manded them 'all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread- 
ing punifhment for his fuppoit of the emperor, fheltered hun- 
fclf in the mountainous parts of his country, and refufed to obey 
the fummons* Boonniaud Sing and Futtch Sing of TeckauryJ 
relying on their fidelity during the laft invafion of Shaw Aulum 
for protection, came In, but were immediately ordered into 
confinement. Pulwaun Sing and other zemindars of Bhojepore 
refufed fubmiffion} upon which the navob prepared to march 
in perfon againft them, and detached a conCderable force under 
his nephew Abou Ali Ivhan to reduce Kaumgar Khan. 

Upon the approach of the navob, the zemindars of Bhoje- 
pore evacuated their diftriCts, and fled acrofs ’the Ganges into 
the dominions of Shujah ad Dovvlah; and Meer Caufim, hav- 
ing appointed confidential officers for the protection of the coun- 
tr}’, encamped for fome time at Saflaram, after which he re- 
turned to Patna, and from thence to Monghyr, which fortrefs 
he had ordered to be repdred, intending to make it his prin- 
cipal rcfidcncc. During his fby at Saflaram, fcveral perfons 
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were put’ to .death, • and others confined on fufpicion of trea- 
chery, which occafioned the Engldh to, rcmonflrate upon his 
cruelty; but as, by j the articles of the treaty, with him, they ^ 
could not ^interfere in the government of the provinces, he little, 
regarded it, thinking it fufficient to inform them, that he had 
reafons for his conduct. , 

I ^ > 

As it , is incumbent on the recorder of events and , adtions 
of men to,(peak the truth, I’ fhall now. mention, fome of his 
good^ deeds, as I have already done ^ the evil. Though Meer 
Caufini from experience ivas very fofplcioas of the hdelity of 
the troops of Bengal, and the attachment of the great to tlieir' 
patrons, and therefore, for flight offences, punilhed with confif. 
cation and death s yet, in judicial proceedings, in criminal and 
civil . afliairs, and difputes between man and j man, in .regular 
payment , of his ,army and houfehold, in attention to the learn- 
ed, in a liberal mconomy and well-judged bounty to all, he 
avas the muror of his age. Two days in the week, , after the 
ufage, of former times, hcj held a court of jufticej at which 
he revifed the fentences of the inferior courts, and examined 
himfelf the plamtiiF and defendant, with their witneflesj fo that 
it was not pofiiblc for any officer of jullice to change wrong 
into right for a bribe. He alio protedled the owners, of fmall 
villages and farms from the rapacity of the great ^ zemindars, 
who in the time of Ramnarain in Bahar had ufurped the 
rights of the poorer .landholders. He coined the coftly deco- 
rations of the “ Imaum Batch, prepared by Serauje ad Dowlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money, and diftributed it to- 
the poor and pilgrims , to the holy fcpulchres, with an, additional • 
film from his own purfe. His neglcft of the claims, of his de- 
pendants,! mever heard, one perfon complain ofj but it is cer- 
jEeez I . ^ , tain 

• The place in which the eelebtation of the annual mourning for the Imaums, 

Or family of Ale^ i$ celebrated. 
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tain alfo, fuch was their dread of his feverity, that no one flept 
with fccurity in iiis fcrvicc. As Mcer Caufim Vr'iflicd to be upon 
»an equality in rank vith the vizier Shujah ad Dowlah, he 
« procured from the emperor the rank of eight thoufand and tide 
of • Ali Jah ; from wliich time he was never mentioned but 
by that appellation. 

Some dilput^ having ariicn between llic agents of the Eng- 
liHi and the navob, concerning duties on incrciundizc demand- 
ed by the latter, Mr. Vanfiltart paid a \ifit to Mcer Caufim 
on his way to Patna, with a view to adjufl them by amicable 
•difeufiion, and fettle a plan for future colleilion, that might be 
agreeable to both parties. Tlie navob came to meet him about 
fix miles from 'Monghyr, where he entertained liim for fome 
days with great fplendour, and a review of his ‘troops difciplin- 
cd in the European manner. The governor took this occafion 
to give him fome friendly advice. He obferved, tliat he cer- 
tainly had a fine army, but for his fake hoped It never would 
be oppofed to an Englifli one, againft which it could not fland; 
that at prefent the honour and welfare of Hmdooftan reded wnlh 
him, and nothing but hts breaking with tlie Englifh could dif- 
turb them. He advifed him to combat his countrymen only with 
the pen, when he would be fare of vidlory, and to follow the 
rules which he had laid down for Europeans and natives in 
their conduct to each other. 

At this interview Mcer Caufim complained, that much mer- 
chandize pafied the cufiom houfes free of duty, under tlie name 
• of Englilh trade, belonging to other perfons, by w’hich his re- 
venues fuffered great lofs; therefore he hoped that all goods, 
but ‘thofe of the company, fliould be made liable to the cuf- 
tomary duties. The governor obferved, that it would be diffi- 


Ezalted in dignity. 
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cult to annul “a privilege, which had been for fomc time ufUal, 
hut that ^he would, on his return to Calcutta, endeavour to 
rectify the abufej and advifed him, till he fltould hear from 
him on the fubjefl, to permit matters to remain as they were. 
Meef Caufim, prcfuming on this promife^ refolved to collect the 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as he expe^ed fhortly 
permiffion for the purpofe, they lliould contrive to Hop by one 
pretence or other, all goods till its arrival. The officers, eager 
to obey, but not polTefllng fufficient caution, began immediately 
to enforce their^ orders and demand duties with great rigour i 
upon which the Englidi chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf- 
toms pnfoners, and complained to their government, from whom 
they had yet received no intimation of the abolition of the pri- 
vilege of trade, which had not yet been agitated in council. 

^ ^ The navob was at this time on his return from an unfuc- 
cefsful expedition agaioll Neipal, a country to tlie north eafi: of 
Bengal, ffaid to abound in gold, which he was eager to poflefs. 
The intelligence of the boldnc/s of the Englifli, made him re- 
turn to Monghyr with greater expedition. He palled Patna with- 
out vifiting, as ufual, the Englifli chief, and ifliied oMcrs for 
feizing their native agents in the fevcral dillridls, and fending 
them to" his court. At the lame time,_ he* difpatched an envoy 
to the emperor and- Shujah ad Dowlah to fecure their afliftance, 
in cafe he Ihould find it advifeable to break with the Englifli. 

By tills precipitate condudt of the navob, Mr. Vanfittart was 
prevented from procuring the aflent of his council to the plan 
he had intended, “and obliged, by a majority of votes, to de- 
mand 'fatisfa^ibn for the confinement of the agents, and an ex- 
emption from duties in future. The navob upon this iflued 
orders to excufe the merchandize belonging 'to perfons of every 

defeription 
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defcTjption from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richer 
traders pafled their goods under the Enghfli name to evade the 
cufloms, he muft, to avoid the oppreflion of the poor, wholly 
annihilate the colledlion With regard to the releafe of the 
agents, he wrote, that when his fliould be liberated from 'Cal- 
cutta, and arrive at Monghyr, he would fct theirs free. 

This determination offended the prevailing party in council, 
who faid It was intended to affront them, by putting^ them on 
a footing with common merchants, that if he meant to live m 
amity With the EngUfli, he muff excufe their trade, as formerly, 
and collect from others, to attain which objc<fb, they would 
fend two of their body to the navob as ambafladors Mr. Van- 
fittart, being in a mmority, was obliged to execute the rcfolu- 
tion of council, and Meffieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to 
Monghyr, but he wrote privately to Meer Caufim, entreating 
him for his own fake to comply for the prefent with their de- 
mands, however difagreeable it might be to him, as a little time- 
would bnng orders from Europe, that would fatisfy hjs*utmoft 
Wilhcs, but if by his raflincfr he Ihould provoke a war, it 
would be out of his power to heal the breach. The navob 
fhewed this letter to Goorgeen Khan, and afked his advice how 
to aft, thinking, that as he had lived among the Englifli and 
had a “ brother fettled at Calcutta, he was well informed of their 
genius and cuftoms This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of 
his own abilities, recommended a difrcgird to the governor’s ad- 
vice, faying, that the prefent was a ftruggle for fuperionty be- 
tween the navob and the Enghfli, and if he gave up, he would 
daily become more degraded, but tliat if he now adted with 
rcfolution, they would be obliged to fubmit. Meer Caufim was 
overcome by his argument, and determined to follow Iiis advice. 
Apprehending that the banker Juggutt Sect, in cafe of a vv'ar, 

Ik 

• retnifi^ an eminent Armenian mcrclunt. 
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miglit affifl: -the I Englifh, aSj.he had;.before donc -invihe^depofi^ 
tion of ,Serauje ad Dowlah -.and. on. his .own acceflion, to. the 
mufnud,, he -fent for him . and his i brother . to . Monghyr, where 
he commanded, them .to fettle,- and .placed .fpies '.to lObferve,, their- 
■cdnd'ufti,:: vir..- '.i :. ■Vi..'..: .• 

Thefe two perfons were grandfons to Juggutt .Seet . Futteh 
Chund, -the principal .merchant :and ;^nker of Hindopflan,-; and 
inherited his ■ immenfe .wealth. . ..They, could pay,, a bM of ^e.\'- 
change a!t fight for. a -.t corore of rupees.. , When, , during the firlb 
inyafion of the;Mharattas in the ..time, of Mahabut .Jung, .their., 
tyarehoufes , .were,. plundered ,of„ two corores, -the ,lofs was confi- 
dered by^them as] trying. . Even at, this time, when, fince the 
poyver.,of the.Englifli .their, bufinefs hasydecreafed, every- one. of 
their defeendants ,is, in.a fiate-of opulence, and,, high^'ereditJ’. 

i.When Meer Caufim heard.pf. the ambafladprs’ .aiyival at Moor^ 
fliudabad,- he fent .Abdoolla,.,Suf&vee, and me to meet him; ob- 
ferving,,that]as, we, were intimate, aequamtance- of Mr. Amyatt’s,. 
he would Ipeak before us without refen'c, fo as to enable us to- 
inform him of,,tIie true objeift,' of. the million. ' . He . fent with , us 
twenty .runners; ,a writer,, and, two, head Ipies, who - were .to at- 
tend us, ,.difguTed as feryants, .tyheneyer we .fliould .yifit the. 
Engllfli.gentlemen, or. they us, , with orders to communicate .daily 
to the writer -what at fuch times, they .might hear, or fee;, the 
particulars, of . wluch were, to, be conveyed to the, neareft:,.poifi, 
and. forwarded by .e-vprefs .for-his information. !Under fiich cir- 
cumftances .-tye proceeded, and met. Mr. Amyatt.at Gun^.Per^ 

'■ 1- ■' O' , I ,-- ■ ' ' j‘ ■ 

* million flerllng., ^ - , . , - - . 

"■ k In^the^natlve'adminihrations, this honfe was fccunty 'for'the •'renters' of re- 
venue ;‘an'd 'thus 'the colIetSiohs in general -pa(&d through- their hands;.' • Of-Jate 
years, ;the Scctsjhavc; Icffencd- their concerns.^ -Their houfe was plundered of, a 
v^,fum by Mcer CauITm,- when he began his %var with the Engliih, but 'is 
yet very wealthy and rcfpeflable, ' - * > ‘ ' 
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laud; but during our embrace at the firft interriew, contrired 
to hint to him that we were accompanied by fpies, which pre- 
vented him from talking too freely. We had feveral converfa- 
tions in oar ^^ay to Monghjrr, all of which were-con^eved to 
the navob, by ourfelves and the ^ics ; bat one day, to obviate 
his fulpicions' of our rciene, I to Mr. Amyatt, AVhat 
arc the true objedb of your embafiyf wc arc well wilhers 
to both partiec, and if you would communicate yo ar fentiments 
freely, v,t will declare what wc think for the benefit of both." 
Mr. Amyatt, \\ith a loud voice, replied, “You, natives, (peak 
** before us what you think \%ill pleafe us, and in prelcnce of 
'* the navob, what pleafe him* fo that neither can learn 
'* the truth; therefore I am come as ambaliador, that he may 
'* know our real fentiments and wc his, without intervention, 
** and I have no occafioa for your confidence or advice." We 
wrote the abo;e to the navob, as did the Ipies allb; and we 
often repeated our requeft to the Englifo gentlemen, that he 
might not fulpedl tis to be neglectful of his commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugulpore, we received an order, fet- 
ing forth, that as the Englifh gentlemen would not open their 
minds to us, our ftay with them was unneccfiaiy. Upon this 
wc took leave, and haftened before them to Mongl^T. \Vhen 
we arrived, the navob aiked us feveral queflions, and then dif. 
mllTed us; but in a few hours after fent for me again. ^Vhen 
I reached tlic palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to 
whom the navob was relating what I had faid. I fat down at 
a diflance with All Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called 
me to him, defiring that I would repeat what I had heard from 
the Englilh, to Goorgeen Khan. I did fo ; and the navob fhew- 
ing figns of anger and unbelief Goorgeen Khan obfrrved, that 
if the breaft of an EnglUhman was to be cut open with a dag- 
ger, it would be impofublc to dilcover the fentiments of his 
heart: tJien turning to me, he continued his qudUons. I had 
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not faid much, when he impatiently exclaimed, “ Why are you 
“ fo tedious? I will alk you only your opinion on four points. 
“ What are the caufes of Mr. Amyatt’s coming? Does he in- 
“ tend freacheiy to the navob? Is he come as a Ipy, to learn 
“ the ftate of the fort and army? Is he come with friendly or 
“ inimical defigns?" I was much diftreffed, but replied, “lam 
“ aftonifhed at your quellions, after declaring that it is impoffi- 
" ble to difcover the fentiments of an Englifhman, even if you 
“ cut his bread open with a dagger. How fhould I learn Mr. 
" Amyatt's thoughts? As for treachery, he is without troops, 
“ and therefore has more caufe to apprehend it, than form de- 
“ figns of pradtifing it on others. With relpefl to being a fpy, 
“ every one who enters the fort muft make obfervations, fo 
“ that he has no caufe to come himfelf for information. As 
“ to his intentions, they are thefe, to learn the fentiments of 
" the navob from himfelf to the Englilh. If they are friendly, 
" he will be fo too 3 but if not, a rupture will certainly enfue 
“ between his government and ours.” The navob approved what 
I had faid, and difmiflcd mei but Goorgeen Khan was much 
dilpleafed. 

Three days after the above converfetlon Mr. Amyatt arrived 
at Monghyr, and was vifited by the navob. The next day Mr. 
Amyatt returned the vifit, accompanied by Mr. Hay, captain 
Johnfon, and Mr. Guidon, an amiable young man, who ipoke 
the PerCc fluently, and two or three other gentlemen. Thole 
were meerly vifits of ceremony ; feveral others pafled, in which 
there were warm arguments and upbraidings on the part of the 
navob and the ambafladors. At one, Mr. Amyatt being treated 
difrefpedtfully by the attendants at the palace gate, complained 
of the infult; which the navob attributed to the ignorance of 
his fervants : but Mr. Amyatt knew they dared not aft info- 
Voi. II.. Fff > lently 
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lently without the pleafure of their mafter, and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politencfs he accepted the cxcufes. 

' Another day, Mr. Gulfton and captain Johnfbn, agreeably to 
tlie cuftom of the EngJj/h, taking a ride into the count/y, were 
Aopped by fome horlemen and ‘peons, who threatened to fire 
upon them if they proceeded. They complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the mifbehaviour of his people. Such 
occurrences as thefe threw dally impediments in the way of 
fricndfhip.- The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other principal fervants, who advifed amity and forbearance to 
the Englifhj which he would often determine upon, but as often 
altered his opinion, from the incendiary councils of Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Khan freely told him, “ That 
** if he chofe not to follow his advice, he wifiied to be excufed 
** from his councils} hut that whether he meant war or peace 
“ with the EngUfli, it was unbecoming his own dignity and the 
ufage of flates, to affront their ambafladors, whom he ought 
** rather to diftinguifh more kindly than ever.” Meet Caufim 
was alarmed, and altered his behaviour} upon which Goorgeen 
Khan left off attending the durbar. ^ 

At this time, fome Englifli boats laden with goods and five 
hundred mufquets on ’the' way to Patna, were flopped by Goor- 
ge’en Khanj upon which Mr. Amyatt remonftrated to > the navob^ 
but in vain.-^ Ah Ibrahim Khan reprcfentcd,»that the navob was 
wrong in 'reftraining them, for, if the Englifh wifhed for - war, 
the addition of five hundred mufquets was of little confequenccs 
Upon ’ this the navob aiked, if he would declare this opinion 
before Goorgeen Khan. He anfwered. Certainly. Meer Caufinx 
•then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to afk his opi*. 
"nion } but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, “ I am a foldier* 

• . “ and 
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'' and have no bufinefs to advife ; let the navob confult with 
*5 his minifters, and call, for me only in? the ‘day of battle.*' 

Raja Nobut*Roy being intimidated, ^was lllent; but Ali, Ibrahim 
Khan replied, “ The navob afks the advice of his general, and 
it is^ plain he has [ever a^ted from it. . ■ Why then do you not 
“ give-’ your, opinion Avhat you think will be fon his intereft.” 
Gdorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded to’gether, faid, “The 
“ navob and thc'Englifh are like thele, equal/’ f.Then, fold- 
ing - the • fingers of -one hand, he .exclaimed, If the_‘navob ,re« 

“ folutely oppofes Mr. Amyatt,.he will be , like this hand, over 
“ the other; but, if 1 he fubmits to his. demand, the contrary, 
‘^.cruflied and overpowered. He is .the mafter, let .him aft as 
“ ,hc 'chufes.” ^ AU Ibrahim Khan communicated this to the 
navob without ircferve. f All thoughts of .conciliation were laid 
.afide, ‘and* he prepared 'for war. Mr. Amyatt, feeing his ftay 
Hvas-ufelefs, demanded his difmifiionj .which at firft was refufed, 
but, after much argument, ‘ the navob permitted -him and the 
other gentlemen to depart, .keeping Mr. Hay. as an hoftage for 
his agents in confinement at Calcutta, till they Ihould be difeharged. 

,v* . i ' > . ■ > '"1 ' 

r . Mr. Amyatt on his departure from Monghyr wrote to Mr. 

Ellis, the chief of Patna, to be upon his guard, .as the difagree- 
ment v.fith the navob, muft fhortly break out into an open rup- 
ture.-- Mr. -Ellis, who regarded a ‘declaration of -war. as certain. 

•when Mr. Amyatt fliould reach Calcutta,* having allowed as many 
.days as he thought would carry him out! of danger from the 
navob’s troops, refolved to vpofiefs himfelf of the city of Patna 
<by furprize. Accordingly, near day break in the morning, of 
Friday, the twelfth of Zeckaud, J176, capiainiCirflairs, with a g 

detachment of Europeans and fepoys, fcaled the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being moftly off their polls, not fufpeft- 
'ing an attack,’ -He then Iformed hw troops into ‘two divifions, 
and marched - firing towards the citadel, each ’ divifion by a fe- 
F f f 2 paratc 
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'parate ftreel. Meer Mhadec Khan, the foubahdar, being inform- 
ed of the attack, collefted as many of his garrifon as he could, 
and oppofed the enemy ; but, after a fliort ftniggle, fled by way 
of tlie eaftern gate, with his followers, out of the city towards 
Monghyr. An officer named Mahummud Ameen Khan, retired 
into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refolved to defend it; and 
Laal Sing, the commander of the garrifon in the citadel, fhut 
the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places, 
the uhole city was now in the pollefilon of tlic Enghfli, w'hofe 
troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
plunder the houfes of the inhabitants. Meer Mhadee Khan on 
his arrival at Futwah, about fix miles from tlie city, met a de- 
tachment which had been fent to reinforce him from Mong- 
hyr, and hearing alfo of the rcfiftancc in the palace and citadel, 
he refolved to attempt recovering the city from the Englifh, , 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaftern 
gate. The Englifli on his approach drew up under the walls^ 
with two pie«s of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 
the ditch; but were obliged to relinqoifh their poft by a fevere 
dlfcharge of rockets; and having fpiked the cannon, they re- 
tired^ towards their fa<5lory, and W’ere purfued by the enemy. 
The remainder of the Englifh in the city, being alarmed, fol- 
lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the< 
fadloiy, (hut the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy, 
about midnight they retreated to their cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to Chopperah, and to- 
wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlah; but being attacked' 
by the fojedaur of Sirkaur Samn, were obliged to^-Iay down 
their arms, aud furrender themfelves prifoners,^whcn they were 
fent in confinement to Monghyr» r ^ i 

The navob Meer Caofim, upon intelligence of this fuccefr 
of his arms, iflued immediate orders to the officers of the feveral 

diflridls 
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diftriils to daughter every Engli/hman in them. Mr. Amyalt, 
unfortunately for him, was at Moorihudabad at this time. It 
was in vain that he defired to be lent prifoner to the navob. 

A Jemmautdaur, named Shawfowaur Beg, put him to death with 
his companions, ' and fent their heads to Meer Caufim. The 
Englifli failory at Caulimbazar was plundered the lame day. 

When intelligence of this event reached Calcutta, Mr. Yan- 
littart wrote to Syed Mahummud Khan, governor of Moorihud- 
abad, threatening him for his cmelty j obferving that the mur- 
der of ambafladors was againft the law of nations, for which 
he Ihould fuffer, if it had been done without the orders of the 
navob his mailer j but if 'Meer Caulim had commanded it, he 
Ihould fee what the Almighty had determined. A council was 
held, but Mr. Vanfittatt being much indifpofed, and unable to 
attend, he deputed Mr. Hallings to deliver his fentiments to the A, D. 1763. 
members 5 but fome difpute ariling in the violence of debate 
between Mr. Batfon and Mr. Mailings, the goveraor hearing of 
it, was alarmed for their fafety, and, ill as he w as, ordered him- 
felf to be carried to the council. Upon his deCring to know 
the pleafure of the members, the majority declared for war with 
Meer Caufim, and the relloration of Meer Jaffier ' to the muf- 
nudj which being determined Upon, he was proclaimed at Cal- 
cutta, and preparations made for his march againll the enemy. 

- Meer Caufim Khan, on the probability of a rupture with 
the Englifli, had ordered Mahummud Tukkee Khan, foje- 
daur of Beerboom, to march with his troops in order to oppofe 
the paflage of an enemy over the • Bhaugruttee ; and Syed Ma- 
hummud Khan, governor of Moorihudabad, was direfted to afiiflr 
him with what troops he could fpare from the defence of the 
city. A reinforcement was alfo fent from Monghyr; but on its 

arrival' 
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arrival on the banks of the river, the chiefs in command re- 
fufed to crofs, though Mahummud Tukkec reprefented the ne- 
cefiity of their adiing in conjuntSion. ^ . 

At this time a iinaU detachment of Englifh fepoys was on 
its way to join the army at Calcutta, ' Hybut OolJah Khan, 
the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept it; 
but the Englifli defended themfelves in a village during a ’whole 
day againft his attacks; and being joined by a battalion from 
Burdwan during the night, they marched out in the mornings 
to give him battle, in which they were fucccfsful, and purfued 
their route. The next day iVIahummud Tukkee Khan attacked 
them. Succefs was Ibrfbmc time doubtful. He had two^horles 
killed under him, and had mounted a third, when a ball lodg- 
ing in his forehead, he expired, and his, followers dcd, yielding 
up the vidory to the Englih. In this engagement, Hybut OoUah 
and the other chiefs from Monghyr flood at a diftance, , out of 
danger, and upon the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng- 
lifli committed their wounded enemies to the care of their jphy- 
fleians, and remained two or dircc days on. the field of battle, 
when they proceeded. - Syed Mahummud Klian, upon intelligence 
of the defeat, without taking any mcafnres for the defence of 
Moerfhudahad, or even fecuring the cffedls of Meer Caufim, fled 
from the city;.upon which Mahummud Eeeruch Khan, the 
father in law of Scraujc ad Dovvlah, afluming the command in 
the name of Mccr jafner, went to meet him. In a few days 
Mecr Jaffier \rith the Erjglifh army arrived at the capital, and 
proclaimed fecarity to the inhabitants. After a fliort flay, he 
proceeded towards Mongh}T, to engage the army of Mccr Cau- 
fim, which was advancing from that fortrefs. 

Mccr Cauflm Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Mahummud Tukkec Klun, was raudh alarmed. He 

ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten anuy to take poft at Sootee, 
and reinforced them with fix thoufand horfe under Aflud Ool- 
lah Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meet Nafir, 
and feven or eight battalions of lepoys, with fixteen pieces of 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo a 
German, in order to oppofc the advance of the enemy. Sheer 
Ali Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diflrift, 
alfo joined them. 

On Tuefday, the feventh of Mohirrim,* 1177, the Englifli A. D. 1763 
army reached Sootee, and an engagement took place, ’ which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer. Caufim, though 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans 
and fepoys. The defeated army fled without halting till they 
reached the brook of Oodwah, on the banks of which Mecr 
Caufim had tlirown up ftrong entrenchments. Meer Caufim 
'had, upon the former defeat, fent his -women and treafures for 
lecurity to ' the fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to hiarch 
in perfon to Oodwah from Monghyr. As lie was naturally prone 
to filed blood, and this difpofition was encreafed by the infti- 
gation of Goorgeen Khan, in this leafon of alarm, he refolved 
'on the flaughter of feveral pcrfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fufpicion of their fidelity. Th6 principal of thefe were. 

Raja Ramnarain, Raja Raujcboolub, Mecraun^s dewan, the Roy- 
royan, Ameed Ram, with his Ion, Raja Futteh Smg of Tee- 
kaury, and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe he 
put to death; and 'it' is faid,' the firft'was drowned with a bag 
of fand tied round liis neck. The'Enghfii captives were con- 
fined more firidJy, and Goorgeen Khan advifed their death; but 
the navob had a private realon in his own breaft for as yet 
'preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretched 
cuftom of Hindooftan in a leafon'of diftrcfs, began to be dif- 
orderly; but he kept then! from mutiny by gentlcnefs, and 

marched. 



HISTORY OF BENGAT.. 

marched as far as the Nullah of Chinnanuggur, where he halt- 
ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwah. 
He would have fent Goorgeen IChan to command, but the Ar- 
menian evaded his wiflies, by pretending that he had vowed to 
remain for the defence of his perfon, from which he could not 
feparatc. 

At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the 
pcrfecution of his relation Shujah ad Dowlah the vizier, came 
to offer his fervices, with his followers ; which Meer Caufim 
gladly accepted, and fent him to join the troops at Oodvvah. 
Thefe, confiding.in the flrength of their fituation, were immerfed 
in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from tlie attack of an enemy, 
but too cowardly to offer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan fliortly 
after his arrival at the camp, willing to deferve the favour of 
Meer Caufim, having fele^cd a band in whom he could con- 
fide, iflued one night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water in the rear of the Englifii camp, where Meer 
Jafiier's tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jaftier fled to his boats ; but his allies coming ^eedily 
to his afliflance, repulfcd Nujeef Khan ; who, however, fre- 
quently alarmed them by fimiJar attacks. Thefe occafioned the 
Englifii to endeavour to explore the way by which he came 
upon them, but for fome days in vain. 

At length, a deferter. from their camp, who had embraced 
the navob Meer Caufim’s fcrvice, of which he had grown weary, 
and wifhed to return to his countrymen, having obferved the 
route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfued it, and fording the 
lake, placed flakes to mark the paflage. Reaching the camp 
of the Englifii, he communicated the difeovery he had made, 
and pffered himfelf as guide to furprize the enemy, tin condi- 
tion that he fhould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily 

granted. 
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granted. Scaling ladders being prepared, on the night fixed for 
the attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their cartouch 
boxes on their heads, began to ford the lake. It %vas agreed, 
that on their afeendmg tlie entrenchments a portfire fliould be 
lighted, as a fignal to the camp, when an attack was alfo to 
be made on a bridge over the brook of Oodwah. The grena- 
diers, after a diificult march of near a mile up to the waift in 
water, gained the fhore under the entrenchments. The guards, 
depending on the improbability of an enemy's crofiing the lake, 
were afleepj and the Englifli, mounting the walls by their 
ladders, entered the camp. At this time, a trumpeter awaking, 
difeovered them, but was difpatched by a bayonet before he 
could found an alarm. They lighted their portfire' and rufhed 
upon the Beeping guards. At the fame inftant, the Enghfli 
from the camp attacked the bridge, and made a heavy dif- 
charge of cannon and howitzers. The grenadiers^ commenced 
a dreadful firing within, with great flaughter. The^ enemy were 
too much coniufed to refift them, and every one tried only to^ 
eifedt his efcape from between two fires, the Enghfh troops 
having mow forced the bridge and entered on that fide. Mali 
kaur and Sumroo had fled with their battalions on the firfl 
alarm, and fuifered little lofsj but numbers of the other troops 
were killed by the fire of the Englifh, and many drowned in 
croffing a brook in their flight. Afliid Oollah Khan, deferted 
6y his attendants, was ohhged to run feme durance on foot be- 
fore he could procure a horfe, Meerza Nujeef Khan with his 
followers fled into the hills. A great plunder fel^ into the 
Iiands of the victors, with little lofs" on their fide. 

The 'intelligence of this defeat “ plunged Meer Caufim into 
defpair. He left his camp" privately the night after, 'haflened to 
Monghyr, and was followed by his army the next day m great 
diforder. At Monghyr he remained a few days to fecure his’ 
VoL. II, G g g efFcdls, 
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effects, and f-evive the' exhaufted fpirits of thfe troo]5s. At thii 
time. Ah Ibrahim Khan ddnfed him to relcaJe the Ertglidi 
prifoners, and permit them to join their friends, as a means of 
foftening their refentment; but, at all events, if he did not 
chufe to releafe the hien, to fend thd women in boats with 
a meflagc to major Adams. Mcer Caufiln advifed with Goor-* 
geen Khan, who refufed his affent. Arab All Khan with tw6 
battalions of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navob 
moved towards Patna, carrying witli liim the Eriglifli captivbs, 
\yho fuffered great hardfliips fron^ the want of proper accom- 
modations. When he approached the ‘Rowah Nullah, he halt- 
ed, intending to make a Rind; but this tefolution was Idid 
afide by the fiidden death of Godrgeen Khan. 

This mad was liniverlally hated by the troops fbt his feverity 
dnd pride. He had introduced the Englifli difcipline, and wanted; 
like them, to kfeep up the fime order and refpe<2: in time of 
diftrefs as of good fortune, hever conlldenng that they poffefs 
qualities peculiar to Ihemfelves, which enable them to hiamtain 
fuch order over their fervants at all limes. He had the ptc- 
fumption to flatter himfelf, that an Armenian, always ufed to 
trade, could oblige ftrangers to fubiiiit to a difciphne they had 
never been accuftomed to. 

To proceed: Meer Cauflm halted a few cots from the 
Rowah. Goorgeen Khan, according to cUftom, remained to 
guard the rear of the army. He was littmg m a finall tent» 
when feme troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them 
abufive language, which they returned; and being enraged, he 
called ‘for his attend^ts to carry them to the guard; but the 
troopers, drawing their fabres, cut him down, ahd made theit 
efcapel Confufion prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired 
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feme fliot at the murderers. The report of the cannon reached 
the navob, who, thinking the ' Englifli had attacked Goorgeen 
Khan, was fo alarmed, that he mounted his elephant and fled. 

The trSops fallowed his example, and during the whole night' 
were employed in eroding, a bridge of boats thrown acrofs the 
Rowah. . Meer Caufim now advanced haftily to Patna. 

C ' ' j 

1 On his way, lie put to death the two bankers, Juggutt Sect 
and Raja Serroop Chund. On his arrival near i the city, he 
halted for fome days at the gardens of Jaffier Khan, and en- 
tfufted the defence of Patna to JVfehummud Ameen Khan. 

Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Monghyr, in a fit of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to put the £nglifh prifoners to death; 
who, notwithftanding his being of one of the fedts of chriftians, 
complied with the orders He proceeded during the night to 
the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jung, where 
they were confined, ' and difpatched them, his fepoys firing into 
their apartments. It is faid, they made what refinance they 
could, by throwing bottles and ftones at their murderers. I 
have heard allb, that a few days before, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guards to give them arms, with a defign of 
effeding their cfcape, or dying in the attempt, Doflor Ful- 
larton was the only one who was Ipared, he having been of 
great fervice in his profcITion to fcveral chiefs, and efteemed by 
Meer Caufim. 

^ The morning after this mafi’acre,'^ of which I was ignorant, 

I happened to go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to take leave, when the navob defired me to ftay, lay- 
ing, .that a friend of mine was coming; but immediately after 
ordered me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came. 

I repaired to my tent, and in a fhort time was called by a 
meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon after my arrival, Dodlor 
G g g 2 Fullarton 
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Fulhrton was brought to the dutbar in an Indian drefs, and 
according to the cuftom of our country, prefented fome rupees 
as an offering, which the navob rcfufed, faying, This has not 
** been ufual between us;” and embraced him, commanding him 
to fit near me, which he did. Meer Caufim, addreffing him, 
faid, « How can you juftify treachery to friends ? You received 
“ the Englifh troops into your houfe, on pretence of indiQjofi- 
tion, to fiirprize my people.*’ The Doiffor with much for- 
titude replied, " I fear not death; you have murdered my 
** companions, and may kill me; but I am innocent of the 
** charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 
** neighbours, and one of them, Ukkedutmund Khan, is prefent." 
As this charge was without foundation, it was immediately dif- 
provcd by tlie khan and others; upon which the navob (poke 
kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or flay with 
him, as fuited his inclinatioa. The doctor prudently declined 
the former offer. Meer Caufim hoped, that through him Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
to retire with him, and found him on the fubjeft. I did fo; 
but the Doflor declared, that after the mafl’acre of Mr. Amyatt 
and fo many Englifiimen, a reconciliation was impoffible. Upon 
my communicating this, the navob called him to him, and 
queftioned lum himfelf; but receiving the fame reply, defifted 
from urging him further on the bufinefs, faying, that “ fince he 
“ would not go to Calcutta, he might flay where he picafed.” The 
doctor requefted he would fix him a refidence ; and the navob 
ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give Iiim a houfe in tjie city, but 
to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not converfc 
with his people : he alfo took the bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecurity. 

The Englifli, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 
the treachery of the governor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancing 

faff 
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faft towards Patnaj upon which Meer Caufim moved to Blk- 
krum Serai, fome diftance from the city, ilationing troops in 
different pofts to keep up the communication with his camp. 
About this time. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his bail's- 
man' to the 'Dutch fadtory, croficd the river ’in a fmall boat, 
and joined fome Englifh troops who were on the oppofite bank. 

vThe Englifli army, arriving at Patna, gained poflefTion of that 
city with little trouble, the walls being in a ruinous Hate, and 
unable to /land againfl cannon. Meer Cau/im now retreated to- 
wards the frontiers of Bahar, and fent for his women and trea- 
fures from the fort of Rhotas, intending to retire into the country 
of the vizier for protedUon. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had 
experienced the treachery of ^ Shujah . ad Dowlah, advifed him 
againfl putting himfcif into his power, offering if he would truft 
him with the command of his troops to tire out. the Englifh, 
by felfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country, 
while Meer Caufim might remain fccurely at Rhotas. The 
navob refufed his offers, alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangeroufly unhealthy? but it is probable he was fearful of giv- 
ing him the command of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro- 
pofed his returning into * Bondelcund,‘ and calling the Mharattas 
to his affiffance; but this he declined, ffom a dread of the ra- 
pacity of thofe marauders; and refolved to join the emperor and 
vizier. Intelligence now arrived that the Englifh were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment over the river to oppofe 
his ^retreat on that fide; which fo alarmed him, that he moved 
immediately to Saflaram,. and the next day continued his march 
to the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. . Here the troops became 
clamorous for payment of their arrears, and the camp was a 
feene of confufion. The next morning Nujeef Khan took his 
, ' leave 

^ » A territory veft of the Jumna, bclonpng to a tribe, of Raajcpootes called 
Bondebs. 
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leave, 'not chufing to truft himielf in the vizier’s country, when’ 
the navob prefented him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants* At this time, a treaty Under the vizier’s feal, 
promifing by oath on the Koniun protedlion and afliflance,'' ar- 
riving, Meer Caufim crofled thei •Carumnafla, and entered the 
dihrid of Buiwund Sing, fubjed to Shujah ad Dowlah. He » pro- 
ceeded to Banaras, where he halted fome days, and difeharged 
a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difeipUned^ 
fepoys, artilleiy, and a feleded body of cavalry. Meerza Nu- 
jeef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and entered into the fervice 
of the raja of that country. 

The emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at ’Ale- 
abad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau- 
Cm marched to join them. Upon his arrival within a few cofs 
of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was received with equal magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in two lines 
from them to a great diflance. Meer Caufim and his principal 
attendants in rich drefies met him at the entrance of his tent, 
when the two navobs embraced and fat dowji on the fame muf- 
nud. After a fhort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va- 
luable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the part 
of Meer Caufim, they' mounted an elephant together, and re- 
paired to viCt the emperor. The day following, Meer Caufim 
returned the vizier’s and was received with the highefi: 
honours, and .encouraged by promifes of his utmoft: efforts to 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englifh. A few days 
after, he prefented to the vizier, jewels to the amount of fomCj 
lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoufly capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va- 
' ■ > Juable 

• A river fcparatlng Baharand Banaras, then belonging to Shujah ad Dowlah. 
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luable gifts to his mother; who had honoured Meer Caufim 
with the appellation of fon. 

, 1 

Meet Caudm prefilng Shujah ad Dovviah to lofe no time in 
marching /agamft the Englifh, he pleaded that he was at pre- 
fent employed againft the Bondelas* who had refufed payment 
of their revenues j upon which Meer Caufim offered to reduce 
tlacm with his battalions j and the vizier confenting, he crolled the 
Jumna, and laid fiege fuccefsfuHy to one of their forts. The 
enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and imprefled with awe ' by the bat- 
talions of fepoys clothed after the European > mode, their fuperior 
difcipline, and the artillery, offered fubmifiion through Nujeef 
Khan; and Meer Caufim, having adjufied affairs to the fatis- 
fkftion of the vhsier, returned to his camp. It was now agreed to 
match againft the Englifh, and the allied armies moved to Ba- 
ndraS, to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay the 
viisiet • eleven lads of rupees monthly, from the day he fhould 
croR the Ganges into the province of Bahar, till the conclu'fion 
of the war. 

. * j. 

' A bridge of boats being thrown acrofs the Ganges, the al-’ 
lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned, 
covering the country far aS the eye could reach; but, from the 
ignorance Of the generals, and want of difciphne, murdering 
and plundering each other. It was not an army, but 'rather, a 
moving nation. Some of his more difcerning minifters jeprefented 
to the vizier, that he Ihould not tnift to fuperiority of num- 
bers againft the Englifh, or engage them in a general adlion, 
but tather fele€t his beft troops, and ^ea^'e the reft, with his 
Women and the fuperHuous followers of the camp, on his 'fron- 
tiers, when he Would be'fure of victory by haraffing the ene- 
my with Continued alarms and cutting off fupplies of proviGons; 

* *• One hundred andj ten thooTand pounds, ‘ 
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in which cafe, they would by degrees be obliged to retreat; 
The vizier, vain of his power, Uftencd not to advice, and thoaght 
meanly of the EnglLfti; who on their parts, fatigued with the 
late campaign during a rainy leafbn, and alarmed at the reports 
of the abilities of the vizier and the vaftnefs of his army, had 
marched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 
emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meet Caufim, having entered 
the province of Bahar, followed them, their diforderly troops 
fpreading defolation for miles round their line of march ; which 
fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who before were anxious for 
the fuccefs of the vizier, that they changed their wifhes into 
prayers for the fuccefs of the Englifh, who had never molefted 
them. The Englifh having placed their heavy baggage and 
fuperHuous followers in Patna, returned as far as Arole to op- 
pofe the allies j but, finding themfelves unable to keep the field, 
retreated again to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw 
up entrenchments to defend themfelves, being clofely purfued by 
the enemy j who, elated by this fuccels, became flill more 
confident of vidory. 

Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at Phulwauree, 
about four Englifh miles from Patna, marched the next morning 
to attack the enemy, who defended themfelves gallantly againft 
three feveral aflaults; and on the approach of night, the vizier 
'returned to his tents, having lofl a great number of men by 
the enemy’s fire. Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
flaying at a great diftance with his battalions, and negledling to 
move to his afliflance when required. Nothing farther was at- 
tempted for fome days, the vizier being indifpofed, according 
to one report, from a wound he had received in the adlion, and 
by another, of a violent eruption of boils. On his recovery, 
he moved his camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 
except now and ‘ tlien fhewing himfelf under arms, major 

Carnac, 
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Carnac, the Englifli commander, with ,Mhadee Khan, who had 
joined him from the army of Meer Caufim, and a few fepoys, 
being one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding 
for the fame purpofe, with fome of his attendants, ignorant of 
each other, they began firing at a diftance. Upon their nearer 
approach, the vizier was known, and pointed out by Meer Mha- 
dee to the major, who fent for a reinforcement. ^ A fkirmilh was 
kept up, till more Englifh troops advancing, one of the vizier’s 
attendants rode haftily to his camp,^ to give the alarm of his 
danger, and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority .of the enemy, 
turned ^his horfe and made his efcape. 

! 

A month elapfed in inadfivity j and the ^ rains approaching, 
the allies, not chufing to remain longer before Patna, retreated 
towards Buxar, where they continued, intending to return after 
the wet feafon. My father, who had come from his jaghire to 
pay his refpe^ts, to the emperor, was in thfe camp; and I, be- 
ing dil^fted with Meer Caufim, had lef^ his fervice and joined 
his majefty. Doftor FuUarton, with whom and feveral other 
Englifhmen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written 
to me to perfuadc die emperor to quit the vizier, and join them- 
I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a ftcp 
would certainly prove for his majefty’s welfare, as, from the ir- 
regularity of the allied army, the Englifli mull in the end be 
vl(3:orLQus. My father and Moneer ad Dowlah propofed it to 
the emperor; who, weary of the negledt and difrelpedl lliewn 
him by Shujah ad Dowlah, wilhed to free himfeLF from his 
hands, and join the EngUlh, His majefty accordingly wrote a 
letter with his own hand, teftifying his wilhes of accepting the 
fervices of the Englilh, and defiring that they would regard as 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by meflage. With this letter I departed for 
Patna, my lather at the fame time retiring to his jaghire. Upon 
VoL, II. H h h ' mv 
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my arrival, I found that a great coolnefs had taken place betw'een 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I however introduced to 
the former, in prefence of the navob Meer Jaffier, and deliver- 
ed the letter, which the major received with great reipea:, plac- 
ing it, according to coftom, on his head. Upon hearing the 
contents, he told me, “That as his Aiajefty was not at prefent 
** in a fituation to aft from himfelf, but dependant on the vizier, 
he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with him.” An 
anfwer w'as given me; but as I faw my endeavours were vain* 
I fent it to the emperor by a courier, and returned home. The 
major having given the letter to his fcrvant Sadooram, he dif- 
patched a copy to Shittabroy, the deputy of Bcny Bahadur, mi- 
nlfter to the vizier. 

During my ftay at my father’s jaghire, I heard of the vizier’s 
confining Meer Caufim and confifcating his efiefts; the particu% 
tars of which, as given me afterwards by All Ibrahim iChan, I 
ihall relate, 

Meer Caufim had agreed to pay the vizier for his aflifiance 
eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the war; but, finding that 
it was likely to be of long continuance, he wifhed to be out of 
his power, in* cafe Ids’ rcfburces fhould fail him before the 
conclufion. With this view he made a requeft to the vizier, 
through All Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him to march 
towards Moorfiiudabad and colJeft the'- revenues of the coun- 
try, which he could readily effeft, while the Englifh had the 
vizier to employ their attention. Shiijah, in reply, exprefled 
fears that Meer Caufim might not return to him again, but 
faid, he would detach another perfon to raife contributions in 
his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re- 
ceived no fupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
the vizier demanded payment of his fubfidy, and Meer Caufim 
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pleaded inability. ‘ Shujah ad Dowlah then pretended that the 
emperor was prefling for the Bengal tribute, and had refolved 
to fend his officers to feize his effects. Upon this, Meer Cau- 
lim diipatched Ali Ibrahim Khan to belcech the protedlion of 
his ally from the royal demands j but the vizier replied, that 
he could not interfere, and he muft fettle his accounts with 
the emperor. Meer Caufim was covered with deipair, and ad- 
vifed with Ali Ibrahim Khan; who recommended him to pay 
the demands of the vizier, if he had money; or if he had not, 
to go to him himfclf, and remind him of his promifes of pro- 
tection. Meer Caufim negle(3:tng this, thought it fafeft to ‘af- 
fume the habit of a devotee, thinking that the viZier would 
relenty not chufing to have it faid of him, that he had reduced 
an ally to fuch a fituation. The next morning, he with his 
friehds aflumed facred habits, and, laying afide the mufnud, feat- 
ed himfelf on a bare mat. Intelligence of this proceeding being 
carried to Shujah ad Dowlah, he affeCIed much concern, and re- 
paired to Meer Caufim ; whom, after much argument andj aflurances 
of fnendfhip, he prevailed upon to change his habit, and re- 
afllime his ufual Rate. A few days after this event, Sumroo 
the German, who commanded the difeiplined ^battalions, fur- 
rounded the tents of Meer Caufim, clamorous for pay; and the 
navob having no rupees, was obliged to fatisfy them with gold 
from his haram ; after which he told Sumroo, that as it ,was 
not in his power to keep them longer, he muft difcharge them 
his fervice ; but defired he would deliver the arms and accou- 
trements of the fepoys, .with the 'cannon, to the- officer of his 
arfenal. j Sumroo infolently replied, that they now belonged to 
thofe who poflefifed them, ‘and treachcroufly deferted with the 
-^battalions to the vizier, who received him into his fervice; and 
^ ' H h h 2 ^ being 

, 

•^Doing this is regarded as a great refleilion on a patron. 
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being now convinced that Meer Caulim had n fccret treafure, 
refolved to feize it. 

The following night, Monfieur Gentil, a Frenchman, for-, 
merly in the fervice of Meer Caufim, but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix of his countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in- 
formed him, that on the morrow ^eer Caufim would be taken 
prifoner and his effeils lelzed by the vizier, when there would 
be much confufion in the camp; on which account, left any 
injury Ihould happen to his friend, he had brought his country- 
men to ftay with him till the danger fhould be over. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan thanked him for his friendihip, but declined accept- 
ing Ids offer, as it tvould have the appearance of his havmg 
defcrted Meer Caufim, and put himfelf under the proteftion of 
the vizier. 

About nine the next morning the vizier’s army furrounded 
the tents of the navob; guards were placed over them, and 
Meer Caufim, being forced to mount an elephant, was carried 
prifoner to the camp of his ally, Mr. Gentil again offered his 
fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, but he again refufed, determined 
to fhare the fate of his patron. In the evening he was called 
to the vizier’s tent, and received with much attention by him, 
who afked him feveral queftions concerning Meer Caufim, hop- 
ing, from his replies, to draw feme apology for his own con- 
duit towards him. ► ' 

Shujah ad Dowlah firft faid, '* What evil had I done to 
i « All Jah, that, on the day of my attacking the Englifh at 
Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was re- 
“ turning to my tents in the evening?” Ali Ibrahim replied, 
“ I am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob, 

« if 
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he could thus treacheroufly aft towards a friend, who had 
“ left his own government, and encountered fuch an enemy as 
'' the Englifh, to reftore him to his loft power and dignity.” 
The vizier ' being angry, faid, ** Do 1 ipeak filfely ? I can 
call'Sumroo to declare it in the prefence of Ali Jah and 
** yourfeif.” ^He replied, " I do not contradift your highnefsj 
** but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that the teftimony 
“ of his loweft menial may be brought againft him, and Sum- 
roo is a man of power compared to him.” Shujah ad Dow- 
lah was afliamed, and began to foothe Ali Ibrahim, faying, 
‘'T know your virtues, but Meer Cau/im was ever fuipicious 
** of you, and often fpoke againft you privately.” He replied, 
** I am confeious of no crime againft him,' but that on his re- 
“ treat from Patna, when fome perfons advifed him to fly to 
** Dekkan and feek refuge with the Mharattas, I importunately 
befought him to apply to the emperor and your highnefs, 
** thinking the throne and vizarut the only fit afylums for Meer 
** Caufim.” Shujah ad Dowlah to this made no reply; but, 
after fome compliments to the fidelity- of Ali Ibrahim, retired 
into, his haram, leaving Beny Bahadur, his minifter, and other 
fervants to put further queftions to him. He . was now defired, 
as he muft be entrufted with the frcrcts of Meer Caufim, to 
inform in whofe hands he had depofited his treafures, and to 
.deliver up forty thoufand gold mhors, which Nuttoo Sing, Sum- 
rooV fpy-j had faid were commifced to his charge. He defired 
that Nuttoo^ Sing might be ‘Called in; which being complied 
with, he obferved before him, that the different offices, from the 
^vater-houfe to the jewels, had been under the charge of Sum- 
roo, who had alfo received •■a “lack of gold mhors in truft from 
the navob, of whofe property he alone could give an account. 
Nuttoo Sing denying this, Ali Ibrahim Khan obferved to Beny 
Bahadur, that fince the* affirmation, of one like himfelf in the 

confidence 

xi ' One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
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confidence of Meer Caufim, were not believed, he might judge 
what degree of credit was due to the information of a wretched 
fpy. * Upon this, Beny "Bahadur, convinced of his fincerity, in- 
formed the vizier of what had pafled, and Ali Ibraliim Khan 
was permitted to retire without further moleftation, and to keep 
pofleflion of his effe<5ts. A flrifl cxa&ion of the treafures of 
Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, eunuchs, 
and fervants, to a great amount; but a confiderable number of 
valuable jewels, which he had frnt away before the alarm, under 
charge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahummud Afhuk, 
into the Rohilla country, were faved, and honefily delivered up 
to him again, when he cfcaped from the hands of Shujah ad 
Dowlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
five fometiung, notwithftanding the ftriftnefs of the fearch. 

The vizier, being defirous of pofTclTing the fort of Rhotas, 
which frill held out for Meer Caufim, fent Meer Solymaun to 
negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery, I bad, before bis 
arrival, received a letter from major Munro, through ' doftor 
FuUarton, exprefiing his defire that I would endeavour to bring 
over the kelladaar to Mccrjafficr’s intereftj and, accordingly, I 
rcprcfcntcd to him the probability of the fuperiority of the 
Englifh, and the advantages he would derive to himfelf and his 
family by fecuring their friendfhip. Raja Shawmul was a pru- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propofals of Meer Soly- 
maun and myfclf; but at length he rcfblved to follow my 
advice; and giving me a paper with certain conditions for the 
acceptance of major Munro, I fent it to him, with a requeft 
that he would difpatch a force to garrifon the fort, which 
would be delivered on his rati^ing the raja’s demands. The 
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with a detach- 
ment, Rliotas \sas put into his pbfleffion; upon which Meer 
Solymaun returned to the vizier, and complained of my being 

the 
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the caufe of his difappointment. .Some difagreement occurring 
between captain Goddard and Shawmul, the latter defired that 
I would go with him to Patm, and obtain from major Munro 
the performance of his agreement i and being fearful of the 
refentment of the vizier, gladly accompanied him. ^ 

I muft now return to the afiairs of Meet Jaffier and the 
Englifh, after the retreat of the allied army from the neigh- 
bourhood of Patna. 

’ ' ’ ^ 

Meer JafHer at the conclufion of the campaign, upon the 
retreat of the allies, repaired to Calcutta, having affairs of im- 
portance '"to fettle with the council, and left the government of 
Patna and the direction of his army to his brother Meer Cau- 
fim Khan, appointing Deerauje Narain, brother to the late Raja 
Ramnarain, his deputy over the province of Bahar. This man 
was incapable of bufinefs, and ^ had no other claim to fevour 
than the murder of his brother by Meer Caufim. In the fame 
'manner, all who had enjoyed his favour, were now expofed to 
the refentment of Meer_, Jafficr, and obliged to remain irt con- 
cealment, till his death enabled them to return to their habita- 
tions. Thofe who had been diOiked by Meer^ Caufim were 
entrufted with the diredlion of af&irs in every department. Meer 
Jaffier remained fome time at Calcutta, endeavouring to prevail 
on the council to admit of ‘Nundcomar’s being his firft minif- 
terj but Mr, Vanfittart, knowing the navob's ,weaknefs and the 
bad qualities of his favourite would not confent, dreading the 
oppreflions of tlie people, from Nundcomar’s tyrannical difpofi- 
tion, which had been already experienced. The navob departed, 
much difappointed, to Moorfhudabad without his confidant, whofe 
return, however, foon after took place j and, notwithftanding the 
earneft rcmonflrances of Mr. Vanfittart, he was entrufled by 

Meer 


* Aftcr\^’ards executed for forgery. 
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Meer Jaffier with the foie dircSion of his afialrs. By his advice, 
Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor of Dacca, was confined ; 
but aftenvards releafed on the interference of the Engliih. 

About this time, Aleer Jaffier being taken ill, rontinued to 
decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban, 
T 2 178, he departed from this unftable world. He would wil- 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, and 
given up the province of Bahar to him, with a tribute to the 
emperor for Bengal; to which conditions it is probable the 
Englifli alfo would have afiented on alTunmces of proteihon in 
their trade. But the vizier was too haughty to be latisfied with 
left than the conqueft of the three provinces. Shujah ad Dow^ 
lah, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
anny, had not conduQ; to exert his force, though too proud to 
liften to the advice of his intelligent friends. 

The Englifli council, feeing that the vizier would not liften 
to any reafonable terms of accommodation, iflued orders to ma- 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Camac, to march againfl 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered his army, and provided ten days provifions, refolving 
in that fpace to conquer or die, began his inarch. The ^ier, 
informed of his intention, detached a body of JVIogul horie to 
harais his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Scan ; but the main army 
remained in cantonments, llrongly defended by entrenchments, 
which the vizier hoped would defend him from the enemy, till 
they fhould be obUged to retire for fre/h fupplies. 

At length major Munro arri%ed within a Ihort diftance, and 
encamped on the border of a morals, which now divided the 
two armies, who remained in fight of each other inadHve for 

two 
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two days.’^ On the tliird, the 'vizier altered his refolutlon, and 
refolved^to attack the enemy, taking u^n Kimfelf the ■command' 
of the Mogul cavaliy^. Su'mroo and Mr. Maddoc, with .eight 
battalions of fepoys, and eight held pieces, ' formed the front 
line;. to fupport which. Shujah JCoollee Khan was* flationed in*" 
their rear with his own followers, about leven*" thoufarid horfg 
and foot. The vizier took poft at a diftance oA their fight, and 
the minifter Beny Bahadur occupied a ruined village on" the 
bank of the Ganges, to their left. A lliarp fifing of cannon 
and mufquetry commenced, with great daughter^ on both lides. 
The vizier haraffed the enemy in i?5nk, and the Duranny horfe 

* ^ charging major. Munro’s* t^avaliy, penetrated his line, which be- 

gan to be cpnfufed from this 'attack, and the cannonade of. 

* Maddoc and Sumroo, whom the EngUfli could not charge, 
owing to the morafs ■which divided them in front. Major Munro 
detached a force to diflodge Beny Bahadur from the village, 
which being effcilcd, occafioned fome alarm in ^the vizier’s army. 
At this time, Shujah Koollec Khan feeing Beny Bahadur en- 
gaged, '''anxious to have his Ihare in the aCtion, quitted his Na- 
tion, in the rear of the battalions, and attempted to -charge 
through* the morafs in their front, by tins means obliging them 
to defift from firing upon the enemy, left they fliould injure 
their friends.j lie gained the bank, only to fall an immediate 
iacrifice, witH^ moft of his followers who had -the valour to ac-" 

‘ AiTf, fi? CiVe gnrfw of ibe Ths- Aw 

yivors fled upon the death of their chief. The party which had 
routed Beny Bahadur, at tins inftant entered the camp of the 
-vizier, which %\as now thrown into complete diforder. No one 
had time to regard his baggage, looking only for perfonal fafety 
by flight; and the Mogul and Duranny cavalry, feeing all loft, 
deferted their patron, and began to plunder his tents. Shujah 

,ad Dowlah,' left almoft albne, was obliged to follow the route 
of his army. All the baggage of the vizier and his chiefs, with 
VoL. II. I i i . a great 
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a great frea^fure'^elpnging* to the bankers and merchants 
ney vandJ'goodsr fell a prey to the ^cnemy, and the treacherous 
deferters and camp followers aboV^e mentioned, who plundered 
each otlier afterwards. A great train' o£ artillery and numerous 
tents "fvere taken by the -Englith.*!^ It is impolfible to eftimatc 
^e amount of the plunder, as the cantonments rcfembled rather^ 
a populous*’ city than a camp.^ Great numbers of the fugitives * 
were ‘Hrowned in attempting to,.crofs a rivulet in their flight. 
Meer Caufim was releafed by the vizier,, who alfo had pretent- 
ed* him with a forr)’ female' elephant the day before the action, ^ 
which enabled him to his efcape from the field to the 

neighbourhood of Banaras. Shujah ad .Dowlah ’fled to ^^eabad, * 
• leaving*’ his roinififr ^hy Bahadur to^ efcort thp emperor 5 but^ 
Shaw Auluip, who was difgufted with the vizier, refufing to. 
accompany him, Beny Bahadur after a few days croire.d the 
Ganges, ibcing fearful pf*. the purfuit of the Enghfh. 

The emperor being no\v* Ids oivh mafler, by the advice of 
Munneer ad Dowlah, ' called upon, the Ehgli/h for their** protec- 
tion, who obe}ed tlie fumhions, and conduced him to.. Banaras. 
They alfo invited Beny* Bahadur to an int.ervie\v, and held out 
^offers of peace to the ^vizier his mafler, provided .he would de- 
liver Meer Caufim and Suturco into their hands.^iThe raja pro- 
milcd the former, but pleaded inabili^ to efTedl^ the latter, as 
he was at the head of his bhttahons,' who would defend ‘him. 
'VVhile a negotiation was carrying pn, Ali Ibrahim Khan diico- 
vering the intentions of the nga, informed Meer Caufim Khan, 
who found means to make ^ his cfcapc into the Rohilla country, 
with his family and few remaining friends. At Aleabad he found 
his^women, who, after being plundered by the vizier’s people, 
of what little they had left from the general confifcation, had 
^bcen releafed from confinement in “the fort, and left without' 
protedlion at an obfeure houfe in the city. 


Shujah 



HISTORY OF BENGAL!* 



\ants to' his capitals of'Lucnow and Fyezabad", to efcort his 
women and effcdb at-' thofe places to Burrelh, the reCdence of * 
Hafiz khamut, a Rohilli chief, where he alfo repaired withfc 
his mother and Begum from'* Aleabad. He refufcd to hften to 
the advice of Beny ^Bahadur to accept terms from the EnghlhT 
thinking It would degrade his character in the empire, and hop- 
ing to recover Lis'* Ioffes by the afltflance of the Afghauns and 
MuUiar Raow Mhapatta , but m order to gam timej he fent Jus 
miniiler to Lucnow, mftrufting him to amufe the enemy with 
negotiations, which would keep up his authority in the pro- 
vince. ^-He, notwitliflanding their family hatred, vifitcd ,Ahmud 
Khan Bungufh‘’at Ferokhabad, and entreated , his afliflance, who, 
with the other/ Rohilla chiefs, promifcd to fupport ’'him, as di 5 
alfo Ghazi ad Dien Khan, then at that city. By their advice, 
he called m Mulhar Raow, who w?s with an army *of Mlia- 
rattas in the vicinity of Gyahor. Mulhar, on the promife of a 
large f^m of money, joined hun, but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohdla chiefs amufed ‘him 'only with^ promifes, ' and brought no 
troops to his afliflance. ^ 


. Raja Beny Bahadur having proceeded to Lucnow, wrote 
Shittabroy, w’ljo was employed by the Englifli, ,that Shujah ad 
Dowlah would not confeftt to peace on*thc 'preferred Conditions} 
that Meer Caufim had efcaped from his hands, and he* could 
riot take Suniroo but by treachey, \ybicli he abhorred; therefore 
refolved to continue the war. *The minifler, agreeably, to the 
plan formed between himfelf and the vizier, declared^ his. own 
readinefs to join the Englifli^ and Shittabroy, deceived by his 
declaration, recommended his being received, to general Camac, 
who had now reaffumed t^e command of the army at Banaras 
in the room of major Munro The general accoringly invited' 
*■ I i 1 2 * * Beny 
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Beny Baliadiir to* an intemew; vpon which he came to Ac 
camp, and was_gracioufly received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dowlah was joined hy'the Mharattas at Korah, 
when he left the EnglUb, under pretence of fettling the,diftrias 
of the**province, and returned with his followers to die vizier,' 
a fmall efcort of- general Camac's lepoys, Which he had requeft- 
ed might remain with him, heing unable to prevent his flight. 
It is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken to 
ftep, being gratified by the* confidence 'of the Englifli general 
and a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but 
for the following circumftance. Being very foperftitious, he en- 
quired of a prophefying fakcer, the prbhable event of the ^vaI 5 
The fakeer replied, “ The Englilh were like a Kurricanc, \io- 
*! lent in progrefs,'' but foon gone.*’ The minifter, interpreting 
this as a prognolHc of viiloiy to the vizier, thought it ,flifeft to 
rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfelf for the fide- 
lity of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own *fafcty, left ge- 
neral Camac ihoiild fufpeft diim of being privy to his trcacheiy; 
but the Englifli, havidg received Jo many proofs oft his attaci- 
merit, W'cre too generous ‘to fuppofc'-him^cap^le of betraying 
tlieir confidence, and i/pon his oflering 40 go to Caloitta, and 
^ fubmit his fate to the council, cafed his mind of all^Iarm, by 
aflliranccs that they thought him as much deceived as them- 
fclvcs by the artful minifter. 

Before the'Iaft mentioned occunence, the Englifli had' de- 
tached two battalions of •fepoys to LuenoW’, and a force to 
befiege tlie fortrefs of Chunar, The former under major Stib- 
bert,*\vere flicccfsful in their operations; but the latter failed la 
a night attack, and fuffered ibrac« loft. This, and the prepar- 
ations of Shujah ad Dowdah, caufed general Camac to raife the 
^flege, and march towards, Alcabad. . The Englifli were now 
joined J^ujeef Khan with Ids followers ftom Bon3elcund j 

and 
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and he, . beings well acquainted with the fortrefs, pointed out 
the weikeft; part, which wasifoon breached by the cannon j 
when the garrifon, not chufing to brate a ftorm, furrendered, 
and the Engliih marched on to Kotah in purfuit of the tinier. 
The conquered diftridb were fettled 'by Raja Shittabray, who 
made ftipulations with the zemindars, and levied native troops 
in the name of the Enghih. 

I When Raow Mulhar had joined Shujah ad Dovvlah, he ad- 
vanced towards the Englifli, but his anny was much dilpirited, 
and Ibll labouring under a panic from tlie defeat 'at Bu.\-ar. 
The Afghauns delayed joining him under various pretences, and 
' Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did “come, had only a few followers, 
incapable of fervice. An engagement, or ratlier a Ikirmifli, took 
place in the neighbourhood of Korah, in which the Mharattas 
were quickly difperfed by the Erjglifli artillery, and fled acrofs 
thb Jumna to Aeir own territories. The vizier retreated to 
, Ferokhabad, irrefolute how to aQ, when Ahtnud Khan advifed 
, him rather ,to throw himfelf on the clemency of tlie Enghfli, 
than, vvafte the remainder of lus property on troops, that would 
always defert him m the face of danger; obferving, tint from 
the chaniaer of the Enghfli for wifdom and juftice, it was 
certain they would pay proper rcipeft to his rank and dignity. 
After this fecond viflory, the garrifon of Chunar, defpiiring of 
rehef, delivered up the fortrefs to tlie- Englifli Aumil without 
a fiege, of their own accord. , 

, 'The vizier, having confidered the advice of Ahniiid Khan,' 
. refolved to embrace it j and, i accordingly, , fet out in a palan- 
quin with a few„ attendants to die Enghfli camp. Major Carnac 
being informed of his approach, advanced, with tfevcral oflicers 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet lum. Upon his appearing in' fight, 
the ^vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he and 

the 


w- 
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the major embnced. The major and the company then pre- 
fented nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gueft on 'foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and every aflurance 
given him of reconciliaticJn and future fnendfhip. The vizier, 
after t'tking refreftiments, j retired to fleep, and m the evening 
returned, to his own tents, at iome miles dilhnce 'from the 
Enghlh camp. ’ Being now fatisfied of the fmcerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and etjuipagc. Frequent vifits 
fucceeded between them, and a treaty was fpeedily concluded 
to the fatisfadtion of both parties “The Englifli reflored the 
province' of Oude to the vizier, on condition of his paying 
‘ fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes of the wa*r, half m ready 
money, and half. by a draft On the revenues, the vizier to 
have credit for what had been colledled m Oude by the^Eng- 
••lifh. The province of Aleabad was fettled on the emperor, 
who was to refide m the capital, and have a detachment of 
Enghfli for his protedtion Nujeef Klian had a falarj" of one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute' of Bengal. 
Bulwund Sing, collector of Banaras, who had deferted Shujah^ 
ad Dowlah, was remftated inTiis favour and government at the 
requeft of the Englifli The vjzier, u^n thc-condufion of the 
treaty, endeavoured to raife the fum immediately due to the 
Englifli, He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, aqd 
dependants, to afiift: him , but they all, except his begum, thgugh 
well able to afford him the demands made upon them/ pleaded 
inability, offenng, 'fome half, and others aUhird The begum 
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, eveq to^ 
the nofe-nng, and^ whatevey cafli and ornaments ihe could rol- 
leCt among her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
Dowlah was her choiccfl trcafiire. Though a woman, fhe atjed 
like a man m conftancy and fidelity, juftiQ^ing this verfe of the 
poet,~‘* A * virtuous "and obedient wife makes a king of her 

“ hufband. 


Five hundred thoufand pounds. 
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" huiband, though poor.” Shujah ad Dowlab, in return for 
this generous ^behaviour,' always entrufted to her the favings of his 
revenues. Having, paid all the money- he could- raife, he gave 
jewels in 'pledge for .^the remainder; ^and. affairs being* fettled 
with his new "allies, took leave, and returned to Fyezdbad, leav- 
ing deputies in his* offices of vizier-and Mneer afufliee with the 
emperor. The fort of CJiunar was given up to him’ by .the 
•Enghfh,'in exchange for that of Alcabad. 

When providence had doled the pages of the life bf Meer. A. 
Jaffier, Mr. Vanfittart having returned to Europe ( on hearing of 
the appointment of lord CUvct to fucceed jiitn, the council 
placed upon the-mufnuci of theprovinci^ Meer Phulwaree, eldefl 
fon of -Meer Jaffier by, Munny Begum. The young' navob af- *• 
fumed the '‘title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nundcomar continued 
'minifter and dewan.of Bengal, and Meer Cauzim Khan, bror 
.ther to Meer Jaffier, nazim of Bahar, as his nephew's" deputy, 
'Decrauje Naram remained dewan under, him; x but,' upon the 
**arrivarof lord CUve, Nundcomar,. though - he - had been f his 
‘moonfhee when Jn- Hmdooftan formerly, was difplaced,^ and 
* Mahummpd Reza Khan appointed in hisiroonxv his lordfhip' 
being convinced from a reprefentation which the late governor 
had left for his examination in the ^hands oft his brother Mr. 

- George Vanfittart, that * Nundcomar was •-unworthy of-fo con- 
fidential, an office. Lord Clive alfo demanded from a deputa-' 
tion of the council, the prefents they had received from the 
navob ; ^ but they , refufed, obferving, tliat ^ when his lord- 
fhip fhould jjay, to . the company what fums he had received 
from the father, they^ would willingly refiore what Jiad baen 
given, thern by the” fon, Thefc gentlemen at the* fame time 
refigned .the>. company’s fervice; fb. that the governor could no.t 
enforce obedience-, to liis commands. * 


» Commander of arlJlery. 
^ PerCan Jecretary, 


Soon 
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^dn after his arrival, '’lord Clive 'repaired to ‘Aleabad- to 6b-' 
tain the direction of the 'revenues ' of"- the ' provinces . for- the 
company, and the'' fu^uds' were .granted' without ‘delay; ' the 
emperor and vizier being' 'fubjedted as' much by ‘the- 'wifdomj 'as 
by the valour, of the -EhglUh.-*..^ 'agreement to pay 'annually 
*lix ^d' twenty 'lacs 'of ‘'rupees,' as'the royal ' revenues ' for the' 
three provinces, was given under the leal of the • company ' to 
the emperor. ■' This important buHnefs was fettled without hefi^ . 
tatio'n or ’argument, as eadly as the .purchafe of ari 'afs or ‘ any 
other- animal, ;with’out envoys’ either to the king of England or 
the company. .. Lord Clive 'returned to Calcutta^ leaving’ general 
Smith to atfend,£hc emperor, blit who was ih fadt' his \ ruler; 
for the general' refided in the, fortrefs, and his majefty in the 
town; ’.and' 'the found of the imperial ^nobut in 'the fort, being 
difagreeable to , general • Smith, he forbad the band,t6, 'play,^ nor 
did .the fcrvMts of the cinperor refufe,’ ' p* -■ * 

Lord Clive, upon return towards- Calcutta’,' flopped' at 
Patna to regulate .the goverhmcnti,of Bahkr, which was ’confer-' 
red lOn Deerauje Narain, in the rooni'~-6f-Aleer *Cau 2 im' ;Kjian; 
.who retired to_ Raujem^al on a' penfion -of one lac of rupees. ' 
, As. the ‘jaghires and 'altumgahs had beeri^free fihbe '"Mahabuf 
.Jung's acceilion, the Engliih' with great genefoiity did 'not abb-l 
jlilh them, .but. left to every’perfon , wha't he. held; and for this^ ' 
gratitude is due to God them/ for otherwife,,- thV noble 
milies of thefe provinces cbUld' not Have fiiblifted, The Eng- 
^ • , , . ; /. • lilh 

« Four' hundred ’ and forty thoiifand poan^. ‘ 

’ The ho’but Is-compofcd of laigc and^fmall drums,: fhrill trumpets, and fcveral 
•foils of .wmd-lhnromcnts,. horridly grating to a>European ear; , but, it':is-TCry 
1 poflible, the general might not have* known the indignity hc^ was’ ofTcring.-to 
majefly in forbidding them to play, the Englifli being then but little acquainted 
with the cuftoms of.Hindoolhin. A nobut,was kept- in every royal fortrefs, to 
play at flated houn of the day.* 

* Lands, or pcnfions on the revenue. 

* Lands granted in perpetuity. 
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lifli, defired, 'that., every - perfonls jagHire;. or -allowance .Ihould be 
in -pe^^etuity; to ;His,family5 ,\thus< fecurmg;it from'the -probable 
changes, ,, in ■ a • fuccelhon of eniperon, -or - interefted officers . of ' 
government*-; Praifcd be God ) this’ rule has continued - to , this 
day, and by . his mercy is likely_;tp remain Jn force; from which 
numbers,; who j are ;Content .wiffi competence,' *. enjoy .eafe.^and 
iecurity*. „ ;« , ..-5^ ; ‘ , 

Lord. Clive -.the., following. _ year advanced, to _Chopprah, to 
meet Shujah- ad .Dowlah, ,Munrteer ,iad Dowlah, the emperor’s 
miniiler; and'Raja ,’Bulwund Sing; when, fome- additions to former 
treaties' , were concluded, between them, the latter . being fecured 
in the government of Banaras bn ‘ the payment of a revenue'* of 
•twenty 'two lacs of^rupees, . the , vizier, giving’ fecurity .to' the 
EngUffi mpt;' to injure . or _ rerppve, him. JN.iidjum>;ad' Doty^ 
dying ' of. the fmall pox, was. fucceeded by -.his ’brother' Syef ad 
Powlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, andOrifla.'. Deerauje Narabf 
the governor of Bahar, being convided of mifmanagement and 
palliation of the revenues,; w.as-.dilplaccd;. and ;fficceeded ’by. .Raja 
Shittabroy: in ’conjuriftion . Rumbold.. Mr.’ Sykes, was 

'appointed *to atfV in -the; affairs ,bf government at. Moorffiudabad 
'with' the deputy , nav.ob .Mahummud; Reza Khan. .• Lord Clive 
haying fettled the ' provinces '.to his fatisfailion, returned ’to.. Eu- 
rope, and was fucceeded by Mr. ‘Verplft;, 'and' general. CarhaC 
’accompanying hiS 'lordfliip.t .gjsneral Smith became cominandec'.ih. 
cliief of the Engliflj army. J ■* 

; Thejadminiftration >of the-provinces wasL-now’.fcttled in. the 
manner , following;-, Mahumniud‘>Reza.' Khan> the.' Naib’ navob, 
conducted affairs, at .^the; capital,*'. Shittabroy at Patna,- and Jeflau- 
rut-.Khan ;at Da’cca, -in conjunction, with a.imcnib'er ,of^'coun- 
VOL. H.;- . " , ; r . ' ' .K:;k a • . ' ' - . . ■ cU 

• Two hundred and twenty thouCmd pounds. 
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cil. at each ;dty, .:as chief, /oii,:Ac..'*part, of. the^ EngUfli. --JTvvP 
days ■week1y._ the inaib communicated. to:,his 'Englifli , collwguP 
his tranfaftions, plans, difburfements, and Teceipts' every ,de“ 
partment, for his fatisfat^ion,* and the information and approval 
of. the prelidency.- .Two. days. iii each \y^k-. were-.alfqjfet.-aparf* 
m ..which .'the. 'naib- and' chief ; received .appeals’. from. ^e, court? 
of. juftice,,. and .confirmed or^reverfed their decifions by, the afliftr 
ance of the chief mag^rates. ,?By thefe means,, government wa? 
properly r conduded, and-.the Englifh became informed .^of ^th? 
laws, .revenues, , and' cuftoms of the country, agreeably to. .their 
ufage ' recording .. in- books every cafe, and the . information re“ 
ceived upon.- it from the native officers, for their guidance. ^ 

Mr._ Rurnbbld;retuming to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceede^ 
him, as. , chief at . Pdna,. and Becher was . .appointed refiden^ 
at, Mborffiuiabad, 4h' the room ^ of Mr. Sykes,;tWhp ,rctircd-td 

" / ■' J 

.the .latter^end of .thls^yew^ famine;, and, 'epidemical;: dlf-' 
order began to rage }yith .^c^yiolejjce^Of the >latteridic(l, 
the" nayob Syef ad .powlah^ and :feveral;,p?f(^7bn‘iink* foor^-' 
afterV . Thefe.’ united^ calamities- continued , ,fbr- upwards rof\ thre^ 
montns,'‘ «n 7 ing off more perfqns: ^an can 'be.computed.:;iMu-' 
b^ic 'ad Dqwlah, 'thirff fonlof Meer Jaffier,;/ucceeded’.his':bro-' 
^er'on’the' mufiiud of,. the. provinces,, , and i.*- four .and twenty 
vS‘ S ot 'fne .:expenies ;oY.:Y& 
houfehold, of which AU Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewal* 
under ^Muzzuffir^ Jung.' The Englifli,chiefs-divediohf terms of 
' friendfhip and Tntiraacy. with^th’ofe.^of this ^ country, . anxious: 
^tain iiifomiatidn.pf ou^^^^ cuftoms, for. the benefit of 

themrelyes.and^^^eirfucceflbrs; .and every native, officer, fearful 
of being .qu^qne in cdinmuiiic^^on, w'as , eager;. to.^ gratify. theif 

\ .1 . i-.n .5.. . I to curiofit/ 

• Tvvb'fiUDdfcd and fortj? .thoufand poundj. 
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curlolity, but they reprefented For their own intereft, the abufes 
of our laWs hy oppreSive rulers, as eftahhthed cuftonas conform- 
able to 'the genius of the people. 

I t 

' - F myfelf was -prefent at a court.-whcn-'a fine avas laid botli 
■upon plamtiff and defendant by Raja Moorlydher. Mr. Rum- 
bold, in whofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liberal 
mind, defirous of doing juftice, ‘being aftoniQied at the decree, 
obfened, that lajnng a fine on the perfon caft,' might be a pu- 
nifliment ufual in Ae country, but he could*’not fee the’juftice 
of exadhng it from the fuccefiful party. * The raja and other 
officers rephed, it was an ofiering of gratitude, and an ancient 
effciblilhed uJage of the empire.^ Rumbold e\prefred^ fiir- 

prize^and difguft The acquifition of wealth, however, is fo 
alluring 'to mankmd, that it is ’not furpnzmg if fuch infinuating 
arguments fliould work fome effedl on tlie Enghih, whofe* pro- 
fefied objedl here is to raife a fortune , but none of their chiefs 
have as yet been gudty of any evil or difieputable adtion, 
though from (their different form of government in politics, ad- 
miniftration of juftice. end the incapacity of their native fen- 
ants, fonae people have fuffered. If they would perfonally 
mveftigate the complaints of individuals, and their charafters, 
the mjured would be reheved from vexation. At length, the 
Englilh' becoming informed of feveral abufes of’ 'their Hindoollah 
depuues, began to mterfere, and regulate ‘aSairs according to 
their own opinions. , ' i 

- a I- 

Mr Verelll returning to*" England, Mr. Cartier fiicceeded A. D. 1765 
him in the government. Obfervmg a deficiency of the reve- 
nues, and anxious [to acquire information of the particular modes 
of colledtion and ufages of the country, he divided the pro- 
vinces mto feven diflridb, at each of whiEh an Englifh council 
was appointed, to infpea and controul the Zemmdars and farmers. 

K k k a Mr. 
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rrr.'Mr. ■Vanfittdrt/.'who'-was of- great wifdom and' 'forbearance, 
Jiaving' cleared -himfelf^bf.. the.'accufations ' of' his -'enemies' in 
Europe to the fatisfat^oh- of -thc company,' was '.Irequeftedj'to 
return ' to this country for . the regulation of'tlieir afiairs j ■ but, 
by the decree of providcnccj-the-veflel ion. which: he ‘embarked 
•^vas loft, : without leaving a trace -of her.vinelancholy' -fate. ■ Upi 
on this, the company, confulted on appointing ,a fucceflbr,''-and 
agreed, -.that after'^lVlr.' , Vanlittart,, /no- one .'Was • equal to- thd 
.D*i 772. office,"-.but Mr.. Haftings, at that time':a^ member of; the^couri* 
cil ^at; Madrafs j ’who- was accordingly ordered to aflumelthe-’go- 
vemment; of Bengal, and Mr.- Cartier, three months’' after ' liS 
arrival , at , Calcutta, reHgned.it to him. ■ Mahummud ' Reza Khaii 
and Maharaja Shittabroy werc’ordered prifoners to Calcutta/' I have 
heard, ^ ^at - no orders from -Europe thad. . ajTive'd-:to 'confine'-the 
latter, but- that Mr. John: Graham, by .his reprerentations^.-bcca- 
fioned^-Jiim tpj{ ftiare the, -.dirgrace. of- the formcry 'who’m''h'e 
y(*^icd:to;, defend., -Upon Mahummud 'Reza . Khan's- departure, 
Mimny Begum , became.. the dire^reft' of' the -'navbb’s houfehold,' 
and appointed. her chief. cuhbch,^Eatibar--'AIi, Khah,-. deputy de- 
wapi by-whofe^hands, ^numbers 'wer^pprefl'ed._lMunny.'.Begum,‘ 
though not:,of, a noble family, .-poflcires'-a- found '.'undeVftanding 
and much refolution, and, had'ihe: a deputy -bf equal ’abiiitleV 
is.. fully -capable of-conduding afrairs..''ThbugK' 6 ffehdcd' at' Ma- 
hummud Reza; Khan,;;ftie generduDy tried every means iii'her 
power, to ^rclieye him^, from: his,: difgrace.' "Her behaviour ^vas 
manly in another inftance ;• flie .would not join in the' 'party of 
general Clavering againft Mr, HalHngs, tliough; fubjeft, -by .her 
. refidence,*: to .much .trouble. - ' - 

Mr- Haftings,.;fo'on after, his accefllon 'tb''the goyernnlent;' 
repair^’-to Moorfliudabad, ,to regulate )the’ affairs’ of the' riizam- 
ut; .‘vyhen .,the allowance '« of the navob’s houfehold 'Was reduced 
from., twenty four to fbctcen.'Iacs of rupees. . Mubaric' ad- Dow- 

lah 



HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


453 


Jah being‘a’mIrtor, Munny Begum was appointed to manage 
his dxpenfes. The abovementioned 'allowance is not for the 
fupport of the navob only, but for the familib and dependants 
of former Nazims. *As his deputy, continually Changing, dif- 
buffes the- whole/ the latter afe / frequently Opprefred by delays 
of payment,' and deductions under various pretences; fd that 
many fuffer fuch mifery, ds heaven avert from any of his crea- 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend mot to 
their complaints, though, ' if this fum was properly divided, 
nudibers might enjoy repofe under the fhadow of their libera- 
lity i but \ they' walle kcs in prodigality and idle expenfe, 
hecdlefs of the ‘fufferings of others. , ^ ^ ^ 

Upon the governor's return to Calcutta, the committee coni- 
menced an enquiry into the conduct of Mahummud Reza Khan 
And Maharaja Sldttabroy, As the latter had his"' accounts ad- 
juftcd, and his con(iuCfc was free from blemifli. he was fully 
acquitted, of all guilt, after 'an inveftigation oT a^year and fomc 
months; when the governor and all the committee, having 
made many apologUc, and (hewn him much kindnefs, rcflored 
him to office, and gave him the following certificate j 

. . i , 

<* The fufpiclons, which ^for various reafons 'we had enter- 
** tained of the integrity of Maharaja Shittabroy, after the moft 
” minute and dole enquiry, have been found ill-founded and 
** gfoundlefs, and we have proved his conduCt to be in every 
point honourable and loyal to government." 

The raja was alfo diftingUifticd by a * khelaut on his leaving 
the ‘ prefidency ; but his acquittal could not reftore his health, 
.which had been much injured by grief and the unwholelbme air 
of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpofe by all the principal 

inhabitants 
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inhabitants of'Patnaj'by fome, from real regard, and by others/ 
from the influence of his authority. When he ‘reached hi? 
home, he complainect heavily to his friends of the condudt of 
the Englifh, and with' juftice, ibr a more able fervant thaif 
Shittabroy was never employed by 'them' of any other llatej'^ 
proper relpedl to his great qualities was 'incumbent 'on his pa-' 
trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings,' who was bn his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, ‘flopping at Patna* 
requefted the raja to accompany him; but he was too^ill to 
undertake the journey, and his diforder ending in a tnoleht dy-* 
fentery, he died fhortly after the governor’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his 'fon were more inclined to the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the fcruple? 
of his relations and call,* his corpfe was burned, according to 
their cufloms. Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he^ 
had no hatred to the - father, ' appointed his fon Raja'Cdleart 
Sing to office in the province, though very young, and of 
a weak capaCityr* with^thc fame jaghirc and falary. He alfo' 
fettled an additional penfio'S* oajdw widow, mother^to the young ^ 
raja. 


Shittabroy was by call a Koyt, and* a native of Dhely; irt 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the favourite dependant 
of Sumfam ad Dowlah, fbn of Khan Dovvraun, ameer al amra 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the ofiice of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the diredllon of the lands of his late’mafter, for his fuc-^" 
ceflbr,’ in the province of Bahar, Attaching himfelf to the Eng-' ' 
lifli in the fevcral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in 
their connexions with the country powers. He was *an able 
flatefman, and underilood completely the direXion of finance." 
He poflefled many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion, ' 

excelled 
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excelled all Ms contemporary chiefs in Hindooflan. Though 
properly a civilian, he was not deftitute of the military' virtues 
of valour and condudl. Though, from h6 influence with (the 
Enghfli, he was at times the patron of , the emperor, vizier, and 
the chief nobleS'.of Hindooftan,' he was i not, haughty, or vain 
of his power, but - treated , all ranks with afiable refpedl to their 
birth and charadler,. liftening patiently to the requefts of every' 
perfon. ,If;reafonable, andpwithin the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without, hefitation; or, if otherwife, refufedi 
in fuch la/raanner, as to gain the efteem of the petitioner.! He 
underftood well the duties oT private life ; and was fo good an 
oeconomiil as to appear in Tplendour without exceeding his in- 
come. Hisjprefents to 'his guefts of high rant were becoming 
their dignity; and.i upon feafons of feftivity in Ms family, the > 
public, lhared ^the bounties of his table. ,His modefty and tem-'i 
perance,were remarkable,} andiialfo' his forgivenefs oflaifronts, 
when in his ..power to, revenge them, often protedling Ithofe in 
diftrefs^iwhOj had tried to prejudice the Enghfli chiefs againft 
him. , His bounty to his * old .. acquaintance in his lower for- i 
tunes at Dhely, was diftins'dihed, and his refpedl and liberality 
to pertbns of learned or (acred charadter among the JVIahum- 
medans, more extenfive than thoie of their own nobility. ,The 
following is an jnftance of his bumibty, and freedom from pride. ' 

' „ I . . 1 , 1 , ( ' ‘ - , 

, A,Hindoo.;Of his acquaintance, and confidential -dependant of 
NaggM Mul, dewan to a former emperor, coming on 'a pil- 
grimage to.Gyah,!ra celebrated . place of devotion in the pro- 
vince , of Bahar,i requefted a letter recommending him to Shittab- , 
roy from Ms mailer j but ,the dewan declined giving it, faying,' 
that he could not bear, to addrefs him by hisiprefent high titles; 
and,„lhould he omit them, it might give offence. iThefe words ’ 
coming to the ears of Shittahroy, when 'the perfon 'arrived at . 

Patna, 
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Patna,‘_he treated him with 'the greateft attention,, and at his 
departure conimitteH' to -his charge a letter for Naggir Mul, with 
'a prefcnt of rich goods and other things amounting to ten -thbii- 
fand' rupees"} humbly^ rcqueftingi that .he would now ‘.arid 'then 
remember his. abfent ’fervant .with a line, .when* any, of his de- 
pendants .fliould vifit . Patna. Naggir ' Muf .was ' covered with 
.confufion --and regret at his omilfion.^ He, immediately wrote/a 
letter of , apology, to the raja for his behaviour j and praifing him 
among his' friends, faid, Shittabroy. has overcome me. by his 
“ wifdqm and politenefsl” \ \ 

During * the great famine, Shittabroy , feht for large quan- 
tities of grain from Banaras, which he fold out' at prime 
coft}_and,he had a fleet of boats conftantly employed .between 
Banaras and.Patna. to. bring fupplies,' Every day, during! die fcar- 
. city, .he diftributed vidtuak.'ahd money to rhany thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in. the .city, as. did alfo the Ehglilh and 
.Dutch cHiefsi“'fb -th«^a ^eat-multitude was faved from periih- 
ing, by their bounty. The^ame precautions were not* ufcd at 
Moorfhudabad, ' and the .fcarcity was-noxade matter' of .accufation 
'againft'Mahummud'Reza Khan;' but GoToHlyTcnovvs'die'h^ts 
of his creatures. '.Shittabroy.' introduced mto his i province the 
. cultivation ,‘of many .fhiits. from Cabul. and the, -more .northern 
diftri£ls, with .fuch fuccefs, that grapes andi oranges are now 
-'cheap and common in the markets of Patna. ' ’ 

: ;* ' ■ ■ ■' ' .'i; ■ ■ ' 

; .•■If -was for, AippoM monppoly and extortion^ that Shittabroy was ordered 
- by the, direflors of the .company jn. England to undergo a trial in Calcutta; 
.•and as it wasrumoured'that their Servants Jn‘ .India were partners with him’ and 
,'Mahummud tReza-Khan in the bpp'reflion of th*e people, Mr. Haftings and the 
•.council ‘were obliged, in contradiilion to the’ir, better .knowledge of circumftances, 
to order them to the prcfidcncy, where tli^ were tried, and jufljy acquitted with 
honour. ' . . < ' . . • 
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He had but tv\o "blemilhes m his charafter: One,*' his bur- 
dening the farmer deficient in payment with more * mohufliils 
than were necefiary, for-'his own advantage, and the other, ob- 
taining fums frequently from the jaghiredars, by pretending that 
the Engh/h chiefs intended '’infpedbng their titles,- but that he 
could prevent it by a prefent. For thefe exadlions, he himfelf 
in flie efid fuffered the opprefiion of ‘ mohufliils from thofe, for 
whofe advantage he had impofed them on his country men, and, 
through gnef for his difgracc, retired to another world. His 
condition there God only knows, but the prophet of God has 
declared, that his mercy and forbearance exceed the crimes of 
^man, 

Mahummud Reza Khan, upon die enquuy into his conduit, 
was dererted by all his dependants, except All Ibrahim Khan*; 
who, though newly entered into office, and unconcerned m the 
tranfailions of former years, yet, grateful to his patron, under- 
"“VoL. IT. L 1 1 *' took 

■ Bailiffs, who receive a dailj" allowance from the debtor, while they attend 
him for the liquidation of his debt 1 heir numbers are more or Icfs, accord- 
^ing to the rink and power of the debtor* Many of the zemindars and renters 
who bold large di(lri£is, keep up an armed forc^ and when they are deficient in 
^their rents, it is neceffary to have many perfons llationed over them to prevent 
their efcape or rebellion 

^ Many of the jaghircdan, or pofleflors of lands and penfions on the reve^ 
nues, certainly hold them on forged grants, or grants given to unworthy perfons. 
This IS well known to the native officers, who, it is to be feared, make a per- 
quiCfc by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an infpe£bon of their titles The 
Englilh, when they obtained the coHe&on of the revenues, left all penfioners m 
pension of their land and falancs,^ and there is no doubt hut tlus indul- 
gence was much abufed”, but to* attempt to reflify the abufe now would be 
tyranny fo much time havin, elapfed, that it would be impoflible to difbnguifh 
the f rged grants from tlie true, the bellowers and the obliged being all dead, 
records lofi in the revolutions of government, and tlie prefent pofleffors, at 
‘ lead innocent of fraud 

‘ Alluding to his being under a guard during his trial. 
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took his defence and in a (hort time made himfelf mafter of the 
various accounts, and cleared up -his conduit to the fatisfeillon 
^of the council. He \Yas fet at hberty,* and tlie guards removed 
from his houfes^at MooHliudabad.and Calcutta. He would not/ 
however, return" to'’the’~Tormcrr hoping, like Shittabroy, to be 
again reflored to office; and therefore continued at the latter 
city, where the native dependants of adminiftration flattered hini 
for his money with favourable reports of tlie difpofltions of their 
maflers towards him. One day he was told a certain counfel-' 
lor had exprefled himfelf kindly; another day, that his reappoints' 
ment was under confideration; and a third, that orders for i^ 
were difpatchcd from Europe. To thefe wretches he made con-' 
fiderable prefents in hand, and promifes of indulgence,* wher* 
he Ihould regain his power. By fueh imprudence and folly he 
incurred large debts. , ' > 

. At thiij;crl^ pf his affairs, general Clavering, colonel Mon-' 
fon, and Mr. Francis^arriVc^from Europe, as members of govern- 
ment, and alfo to invefHgatc-the^cpndudl: of the late adminiftra-* 
tion, of whem only Mr. HafHngs and^rt-^aiuxHl-iver^cpntinue*^ 
in effice. As thefe three gentlemen were fent by the king an^ 
company to explore the faults of the governor and hi-^ 
colleagues, general Clavering being of high rank in Europe, ^ 
fen ant of the king, and intended to fucceed to the chair, Mr* 
Monfbn to the command of the 'army, and Mr. Francis to ril? 
in council, thr^' created a wonderful awe and refpedt. The/ 
would not receive nuzzars, a cuflom peculiar to Hindooftan, nor 
even accept a prefent o? fruit from any one. They invited th^ 
'enemies of the governor to Join .them, and Nundcomar, wh^ 
had been rejc<Sed by Mr. Vanfittart ^nd lord Clive, alfo Mr-*. 
Haflings, at this time became their confidant and mofl favoured 
dependant. Through him many felf-interefted and feditious per-' 
fons, in hopes of acquiring power, joined themfelves to th^ 

* . * “ general 
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general and his fHends. *riie int'eftigation of the governor’s private 
tranfaOrions began, ^and the ftrongeft difference of opinion in coun- 
cil prevailed ; which not ’'only aftefted the ’dependants ’ of either 
party, but 'the affairs of the- three ,pro\*inces were thrown into 
confuficin by the diviftons of government. 'The' general and Mr. 
Barwell' even fought with piftols, according to the cuftoms of 
their nation. The general having, a majority over tlie gover- 
nor and Air. Barwell, affairs were conduced moftly agreeable to 
the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring was fent to Moorfliud- 
abad, Mr. Fovvke to Banaras, and Mr. Briftow to Luenow. 
Mubaric ad Dowlah and his mother, tvho ^ve^fi governed by 
Munny Begum, having applied* to the general through Mr. 
Goring; they became the managers of the nizamut, and were 
apparently freed from her controul, ♦ but, as tlie Begum pof- 
feffed great fortitude and wealth, (he threatened the navob to 
make the Englifh her heirs in cafe he fltould offend her > fo that 
in cff*ect fhe -preferved her power. In ’fadl, Mubaric ad Dowlah 
is incapable of publick bufinefr. Neperfon dreads his anger, 
nor hopes advantage from=*his fratTonage; nor is he at all am- 
bitious .of po^ver, "requiring the undifhirbcd enjoyment of 
his penfion and pleafures. 


- During thefe difputes, were brought to light the crimes' of 
Nundcomar. He was convidlcd of a ’forgery of the narhe of 
Bollakee Dufs, and condemned tb fuffer death. He was a wicked, 
deceitfub vain-glorious perfbn, inimical to all mankind, even to 
thofe who had^conferred obligations upon him^ and if any one tri- 
vially offended him, never refted till he had effetfred his rum. As his 
friends had affured him that, no one could do him injury, and told 
him not to be alarmed though he might be led to the foot of the 
gallows 5 fo that he might fccurcly life every 'means to prove the 
governor’s delinquency, he, ‘from his hatred, and confidence in the 
* - . *> general’s 


• ^avob’s afiairs. 
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general’s promifes, continued to acCufe him; but Mr. Haflings 
refuted all his allegations. The guilt of Nundcomar being fully 
proved, he was hedged at tlie appointed place of execution. 
His treafure and effeits were given up to his fon. It is faid, 
there ti?ere fifty two * lacks of rupccs in money, and ai»ut the 
fame amount in jewels and rich goods. In his houfe were found 
the feals of feveral emineltt perfons, which he had forged; fo 
that his wicked arts became publickly known. 

When it was.univerfally believed that the generars party 
was the ftrongeft, Mahummud Reza Khan, who was rafh and 
unftcady, became defirous of acquiring his patronage. All Ibra- 
him Khan advLfed him to remain attached to the governor^ 
who had prote<fted his life,, fortune, and reputation; obferving, 
that if Mr. Haftings fhould prevail, he would no doubt re\vard 
his fidelity, and even if the general fhould fucceed, as he 
had done .hhn no injury, he could not but refpe^l his for- 
titude and hondurr^-’^Maliummud Reza Khan, anxious to bo 
reflorcd to office, negledled this-ady^ce, and courted the general* 
who gave him the deputation of MiibarKu.aiLJDQwlah._and the 
fuperintcndance of the native criminal .courts of JuRice. Khe- 
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons, and 1 dependants, 
when he returned to Moorfliudabad, and ihortly after quarrelled 
with All Ibrahim Khan/^whofe ^ abilities and fidelity had refeued 
him from dellru€tion. ' 

The dilputes in council continued unremitting for three years. 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu- 
rope, that .Me. Haflings was recalled j when, without waiting 
for the difclofurc of the pacquets,- he afllimed the govern- 
ment, but was oppofed by Mr. Haflings; upon which the 
claims of both parties were referred to the opinions of the 

Judges, 

' t Five hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling. 
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judges, who decided in iavour of Mr. Haftings. The general 
foon after was taken ill, and died of a dyfenteiy, fuppofed to 
have proceeded from gnef and difappointment. After 'his death, 
many of his dependants were removed from office, and fucceeded 
by thofe of the governor. Mahummud Reza was fucceeded by 
Suddur al Huk Khan, and Raja Goordafs, fon of Nundcomar 
was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowlahj but the former 
dying foon after his promotion, the office for fome time re- 
mained vacant, till at length, the governor general and Mr. 
Francis • coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was at the defire 
of the latter reftored to his employments. 


> FINIS. 
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55 " Of the Rohilla war 10,1774, a jufl: account has already 
been pubhffied by the late 'captain Charles Hamilton, the tmly 
learned editor of the Hedaya,. a code of Mahummedan Laws. 
It has therefore here been but curforily mentioned. Of the in- 
vafion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any relpedtable account 
by a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin- 
dar of Banaras, or the tranfadh'ons of the Britiffi, later than the 
period at which I have -concluded this volume ; and as my de- 
iign was to give only th'e reports of native writers on the affairs 
of Hindoollan, I judged it right to flop my pen, when they 
could not be procured. ' 



